
Issues The top margins of Panes A, B and C of all values are imperforate. 
Y and Z The left hand, right hand and bottom margins of these same Panes are 

all perforated. 
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From a study of details given, the Printed Sheet of each value, before 
cutting into Panes, would look as shown above left for issue X and above right 
for issues Y and Z. Looking at the Printed Sheets as shown, stamps of all 
values, of the three issues, would be seen the right way up, hence why 
watermark in individual stamps of issue X is upright and in issues Y and Z is 
sideways. In issue X perforator ran from right to left and in issues Y and Z, 
from top to bottom. 

Imprint Blocks:-
Printex Limited Malta' is seen under the last two stamps of the bottom 

row, in all Panes, of all values, in issue X, but under the last stamp only in issues 
Y and Z. Letters are 1 mm high and printed in black. An Imprint Block of four 
will include the colour checks, in all values of the three issues. A special 
handstamp was used for cancellation on the first day of each issue. 

By 12.45 p.m. on the first day of issue sales amounted to LM33,090 for 
issue X, LM33,219 for issue Y and LM30,364 for issue Z. 

Stamps remained on sale up to 26-11-84 for issue X, 5-12-84 for issue Y and 
11-4-85 for issue Z. 

Maximum Card No. 5, was also released with issue Y. It reproduces the 
Gymnast shown on the 12c stamp. The size of the Maximum Card is 105 mm x 
146mm. 

Queen Victoria ld Bisect By Dr. A. Bonnici 

The Malta Study Hand Book (page 105) says: 'It would appear that copies 
of this stamp were bisected and used as 0d ones by favour and were cancelled at 
the Mellieha Branch Office. On the covers, there are no date stamps other than 
the Mellieha circular date stamp of 24 May 02.' 

In examing this item, two questions come to one's mind: 
(a) Was this done Officially? 
(b) Done by favour as expressed in the Malta Study Hand Book? 
(c) Or not necessarily done by favour, but done privately, passing through 

the post normally? 
Examining these suppositions, what is the evidence? 



(a) I have been unable to trace any official documentation authorising the 
Mellieha Post Master to bisect the Id Queen Victoria. I have written to the Post 
Master to see if the Malta G.P.O. can help in this direction. 

If one accepts the supposition that this was authorised, then one surely 
expects to find more covers, and on different envelopes, whereas the two that I 
have seen are both similar in size, colour (blue) and on Her Majesty's Service 
stationery. 

We have only unfounded rumours so far. One of the most popular stories 
put forward, was that on the 24th May 1902, the Mellieha Post Office ran short 
of the Yzd Queen Victoria stamp, so the Id was bisected and used as a Yzd. 

No other Post Office in Malta used this system. If the bisecting was 
authorised Officially, I am inclined to assume that we should have found this 
method adopted in other villages. 

(b) The bisect I have seen are 'On Her Majesty's Service' BLUE envelope 
measuring 7.5 x 12 cm having the (2 cm) circular MELLIEHA MY 24, 02 Post 
mark. Code lettering C, and B. This type of stationery was found in either H.M. 
Service or Government Departments. Government Departments in Mellieha in 
1902 were only TWO; The Government Primary School, and the Post Office. 

There was however a Military Service camp in Ghadira, the bay beneath 
Mellieha. The bisect on piece (Half the envelope) shown above, show part of the 
name and address of the individual it was sent to. F. W. (initials) and Ghain. The 
Ghain could be half of Ghain/Tuffieha where there was another Service 
Military Camp or Ghain/Sielem in Gozo with no Service or Military 
Establishment. 

The one published by the Malta Study Circle in the Hand Book (page 104), 
and reproduced in the front page of Study Paper I, circulated lately, is 
addressed to W. R. Gatt - Valletta, Malta, whn was a Lieutenant in H.M. 
Service, and had a keen interest in philately. I have been unable however to 
establish that during this period he was at the Mellieha- Ghadira Military 
Camp. 
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The envelope and piece are in BLUE. This type of blue On Her Majesty's 
Service envelope was used by H. M. Services. 

From the above, I am inclined to belief that this bisecting was done by Lt. 
W. R. Gatt, who sent the above reproduced item to a colleague, most probably 
English, in the Ghain-Tuffieha Military Camp, and addressed the other to 
himself, and was cancelled normally by the Post Office. The code slug Band C 
indicates different times of posting during the 24th May. 

As the one to himself is addressed by means of a rubber stamp, he could 
have sent others addressed to himself or other colleagues. Are there any other 
bisects in the possession of our members? If yes, a description or photocopy of 
what they owe would be appreciated. Maybe more light can be shed on this 
interesting item. 

Queen Victoria Revenue Stamps 
By Dr. A. Bonnici 
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The first Malta stamps to have the word Revenue printed on them were the 
Queen Victoria definitive issue of 1885. 

In Malta, Revenue and Fiscally cancelled stamps were always discarded 
and destroyed by Maltese Philatelists. They were looked down upon, not to be 
collected, and destroyed; A fiscally used stamp in a collection made ones 
eyebrow turn up. This outlook still by and large exists. 

The first serious collector that I came across who had a special love for 
Revenue and Fiscal stamps was our member - colleague Mr. Graham Smeed, 
who visited our Society and delighted us all with his talk cum displays several 
times. In 1978, the Malta Study Circle, published his 1977 Revised Study Paper, 
No. 28 on Revenue etc. stamp, and in the Malta Study Hand Book, published in 
1980, there is a whole chapter dedicated to Malta Revenue Stamps. 


