Anniversarju tat-tragedja tal-ajru
fi Triq il-Gdida, Hal Luqa

30 ta’ Dicembru, 1952

Richard J. Caruana

Bhal tfal ohra li kienu bil-vaganzi tal-
ahhar tas-sena, Charlie Seychell kien id-dar,
Nru 61, Triq il-Gdida Hal Luga, dakinhar it-
Tlieta, 30 ta’ Dicembru 1952. Kellu ghaxar
snin u filghodu stenbah b’ghonqu minfuh.
Missieru kien se jiehdu 1-Belt mieghu imma
ghalih fis-sodda waqt li ommu (Stella) marret
tixtri ftit zejt minghand Feli¢ja, 1i kellha
hanut fl-istess trig, biex tidliklu ghonqu bih.
Fid-dar kien hemm biss huh Ivo li kien ghadu
zghir hafna minbarra Rita, tfajla li kienet tigi
tghin lil Stella fix-xoghol tad-dar.'

Kien ftit gabel il-hdax ta’ filghodu meta
f’dagga wahda nstema’ hoss ta’ spluzjoni
barra fit-triq li kkawzat nirien ma’ kullimkien.
Bejn id-dhahen u t-trabijiet Charlie ma setax
jithem x’kien gara. Ta’ tifel li kien ftit seta’
jimmagina li ajruplan iggarraf ghal got-
triq u li partijiet minnu nxterrdu fuq medda
kbira f’dik iz-zona ta’ Hal Luqa. Bhalu kienu
nhasdu u thawdu n-nies kollha tar-rahal,
spec¢jalment in-naha ta’ Triq il-Gdida, Trig
Sant’ Andrija u Trig San Gorg.

Lancaster bomber b’erba’ magni tar-Royal Air Force fil-mitjar ta’ Hal Luqa,

Ii bhalu ggarraf fi Trig il-Gdida u madwar Hal Luga.
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X’kien gara?

Dik li kellha tkun titjira ta’ rutina minn
Avro Lancaster B.Mk.IIT GR (SW344) tat-
37 Long-Range Maritime Reconnaissance
Squadron,tar-Royal Air Force (RAF), spiccat

E)

fi tragedja ghall-ekwipagg u r-residenti ta
Hal Luqa. Dan il-Lancaster kien mibni fit-
Tieni Gwerra Dinjija bhala ajruplan tal-
bumbardament u kellu erba’ magni, u bhal
hafna minn dawk li skansaw il-gerda tal-

Ir-rotta tal-althar
mumenti li ha
I-Lancaster qabel

iggarraf

166

L-awtur Richard J. Caruana waqt
l-intervista ma’ Charlie Seychell

gwerra kien gie mmodifikat ghat-tfittix fuq
il-bahar u nghata lil din l-iskwadra f’April
tal-1951. L-iskop tat-titjira kien wiehed ta’
tahrig.2

Dan il-Lancaster kellu ekwipagg ta’
erba’ Surgenti (Sergents — SGT): John C. E.
Smith (pilota), Geoffrey Charles Glanville
(ko-pilota), John Crawford Logan (operatur
tar-radju) u Wilfred Morris (inginier).




titjira tieghu bhala kaptan, jigifieri kien ged
itajjar l-ajruplan hu.? It-titjira bdiet minn
fuq Runway 06, fuq ix-xagliba vié¢in ta’
Kandja, fl-ghaxra u erbghin-il minuta. Nies
tas-servizz xehdu li l-magna tan-naha ta’
gewwa fuq ix-xellug tal-pilota bdiet tagta’
minn hin ghall-iehor wagqt li I-ajruplan kien
ged jingata’ mill-art sakemm f’daqqa wahda
qaghtet ghal kollox *

Hl-pilota, Sgt John Smith, ha f’idejh il-
kmand tal-Lancaster bil-hsieb li jaghmel
dawra qasira fuq tliet magni u jittanta nzul
ta’ emergenza fl-ajruport. Imma mghobbi kif
kien l-ajruplan kien diga fil-baxx wisq u ta’
periklu kbir u ma damx ma habat ma’ dar fuq
in-naha ta’ barra tar-rahal 1i garrbet hsarat
kbar. Tgerbeb qisu raddiena kbira matul Triq
Sam Borg, habat ma’ tlitt idjar ohra sakemm
infaga’ f’balla nar u tifrik tieghu spiccéa
mxerred fi djar u gonna ta’ Triq il-Gdida. Ma
kinux ghaddew aktar minn tliet minuti minn
mindu kien ingata’ minn fuq il-mitjar. It-
travu principali tal-gwejnah instab fuq saqaf
baxx, tlieta mill-erba’ magni kienu mxerrdin
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Id-denb ta’
wara tal-
Lancaster fuq
il-bjut tad-djar
fuq in-naha ta’
Trig San Gorg

fuq medda wiesa’: wahda fit-triq, ohra dahlet
gewwa dar waqt li t-tielet wahda nstabet
g0 gnien. Id-denb waqga’ fuq il-bejt ta’ dar
li kienet ghada ged tinbena u fejn f’dak il-
hin kien hemm il-bennejja jahdmu, li b’xorti
tajpa ma gralhom xejn. Is-shana gawwija
tal-firel jagbad dewbet l-istann ta’ numru ta’
kanen tal-ilma wagqt 1i fil-gonna tal-madwar
numru kbir ta’ sigar kienu jidhru mahrugin.
Xi tigieg u tjur harbu mill-gageg u spiccaw
jigru mas-saqajn.’

Fi ftit minuti skwadri tat-tifi tan-nar minn
RAF Luga u dawk tal-Pulizija waslu fuq il-
post biex jaghtu I-ghajjut u jikkontrollaw in-
nirien. Ftit wara nghagdu maghhom skwadri
ohra mir-Royal Naval Air Station minn Hal
Far u Ta’ Qali (HMS Falcon u Goldfinch), kif
ukoll mit-Tarzna. Flimkien ghamlu l-almu
taghhom biex jitfu n-nar fl-igsar Zmien
possibbli. Wagqt li dawn kienu fuq xoghlhom,
tobba u specjalisti tas-servizzi Inglizi u tan-
navy Amerikana (tal-ahhar, kellhom bazi
f"Hal Far dak iz-zmien) bdew jaghtu l-ewwel
ghajnuna lil min kellu bzonn.*




Dehra ta’ Triq il-
Gdida li turi I-herba
Ii halla t-tigrif tal-
ajruplan

Wahda mid-djar ta’ Indri Spiferi (ic-cisk) imgarrfa fi Trig
il-Gdida

‘Ghaqda Miimké]i,SanﬁAﬁdrijé HalrLlrJ.qa,;



Herba u mwiet

L-ajruplan halla warajh herba ghal aktar
minn 275 metru. L-aktar li sofew danni kienu
djar fi Triq il-Gdida, fejn spi¢cat ir-rankatura
tal-ajruplan. Id-dar tal-familja Seychell (Nru
61) intlaqgtet fil-faccata ta’ fuq it-triq, waqa’
s-saqaf tal-intrata u parti tal-ajruplan instabet
fil-gardina. B’ xorti tajba — forsi bl-intervent
tal-Patrun taghna Sant’Andrija — Charlie
Seychell u huh Ivo, 1i kienu f’kamra biswit
I-intrata, ma gralhom xejn u nhargu mid-dar
filwaqt li s-seftura Rita nharget f’idejha u
kellha tittiched 1-Isptar San Luga ghall-kura.’
Andrew Zammit ta’ sebghin sena wkoll
¢arrab firuq ta’ natura hafifa u ttiched l-isptar.

Indri Camilleri dahal fid-dar ta’ Seychell
biex jara jekk kienx hemm xi haddiehor
gewwa. Fil-gardina sab zewg membri
tal-ekwipagg ras ma’ ras u sema’ wiched
minnhom jokrob u jghid: “God, help me!”
Hareg barra u beda jghajjat lit-tobba u nies
ohra tas-servizz li kien hemm fit-triq sakemm
wiehed minnhom dahal u ta’ injection liz-
zewg feruti, qabel ma’ dawn inhargu u
ttiehdu I-isptar.®

1l-proprjeta tal-familja Zarb kienet tinfed
minn zewg trigat, bid-dar Nru 37 (illum
Nru 44), Triq Sant’ Andrija, gnien warajha,
u kienet tispi¢¢a fi Triq il-Gdida. Parti kbira
mill-gwejnah tal-Lancaster garraf il-garaxx
kwazi ghal kollox waqt li l-firel infirex
jagbad ghal gol-gnien. F’din id-dar kienu
joqoghdu tmien ahwa, ulied Pawlu Zarb u
Elizabetta ne¢ Caruana, Grezzju, Mikiel,
Toni, GuZeppi, Indri u Karmnu, flimkien ma’
Koncetta u Maria. Hadd minnhom ma kien
mizzewweg. Waqt li I-hsara fil-proprjeta
taghhom ma kinitx Zghira, dawn kellhom
l-isfortuna 1i jsofru t-telfa tal-unika vittma
¢ivili. Maria kienet ghada kif spi¢¢at tonxor
il-hwejjeg u wagqt li kienet niezla l-iskalapiza
tal-injam inhakmet mill-balla tan-nar meta
I-fuel tal-¢wejnah infirex ghal gol-gnien.
L-iskalapiza hadet in-nar bir-rizultat li Maria
sofriet hruq intensiv ma’ gisimha kollu. Ohta
Koncetta tefghatilha kutra fugha biex titfilha

n-nar imma l-hsara kienet lahqget saret u Maria
ttiehdet I-isptar San Luqa. Huha Mikiel, li
kien gie mill-Amerika, kien jghix fil-garaxx
u dejjem kien jghid li fil-konfuzjoni xi hadd
seraqlu kull ma kellu hemm gew.” Biswit il-
garaxx ta’ Zarb kien hemm remissa b’forga
tal-haddied Noe Ciappara, li nlaqtet ukoll
fejn hu tilef hafna ghodda fit-tifrik.

Maria Zarb mietet fl-Isptar San Luga
kawza tal-griehi 1i garrbet, fl-ewwel ta’
Jannar, 1953, fl-erbgha u nofs ta’ filghodu;
kellha sittin sena. Hi ndifnet fi¢c-¢imiterju ta’
Hal Luqga gabar nru 62, sezzjoni B."

Vittmi militari

Cpt Cecil F. Harrison, uffi¢jal inkarigat
mill-iskwadra tat-tifi tan-nar f’RAF Luqa,
kien wiehed minn dawk li wasal l-ewwel fuq
il-post tal-inc¢ident. Beda jfittex fit-tifrik biex
jara kienx hemm xi persuni feruti u malajr
sab tnejn ohra mill-ekwipagg (barra dawk li
nstabu fid-dar ta’ Seychell — ara iktar ’1 fuq)
li kien taru barra mill-Lancaster hekk kif dan
tfarrak. Sabhom f’kundizzjoni hazina hafna,
imdawwrin b’bic¢iet jaqbdu tal-ajruplan.
Minkejja s-shana tan-pirien madwaru,
Harrison baqa’ biswit iz-zewg feruti u
kontinwament beda jghajjat ghall-ghajjut
wagqt li jipprova jikkonfortahom mill-ahjar li
seta’. L-ghajjat tieghu ghen biex shabu sabu
t-trig sa’ hdejh qalb it-tifrik biex jagilghu
lil dawk iz-zewg vittmi. Ta’ dan il-gest,
Harrison inghata 1-British Empire Medal
(Military Division) mir-Regina Elizabetta II
b’digriet ta’ 1 ta’ Settembru, 1953."

SgtJohn Crawford Loganli kien I-operatur
tar-radju fuq il-Lancaster gie ¢certikat
mejjet fuq il-post. It-tliet membri l-ohra tal-
ekwipagg ittiehdu l-isptar ghall-kura fejn Sg#
Geoffrey Charles Glanville (ko-pilota, li kien
qged itajjar l-ajruplan dakinhar) miet ftit sighat
wara, wagqt li l-inginier, Sgr Wilfred Morris,
miet I-ghada, 31 ta’ Dicembru 1952, Il-pilota,
Sgr John C.E. Smith, li kien ittiched l-isptar
fi stat gravi hafna, gie rrapurtat jumejn wara
l-in¢ident li, ghalkemm il-kundizzjoni tieghu




1l-herba li halla t-tigrif tal-Lancbster fi Trigq il-Gdida. L-ewwel dar fuq il-lemin li tidher bis-soqfa mgarrfa
hi tal-familja Seychell.




kienet ghada serja, qaleb xi ftit ghall-ahjar.!2

Il—Gimgha, 2 ta’ Jannar 1953 sar il-funeral
bl-unuri militari (Full Military Honours) fic-
¢imiterju Militari tal-Imtarfa ta’ tnejn mill-
membri tal-ekwipagg, Sgt Geoffrey Charles
Glanville u Sgt Wilfred Morris. Il-gisem
ta’ Sgt John Crawford Logan intbaghat lejn
I-Iskozja biex jindifen hemm. Dakinhar stess
Air Vice-Marshall B.V. Reynolds, Air Officer
Commanding Malta, baghat cheque ta’ £25
mill-A.0.C. Benevolent Fund lill-Kappillan
ta’ Hal Luga, Dun Guzepp Debono, biex
itaffi xi ftit mit-tbatija ta’ dawk milquta mill-
inc¢ident tal-Lancaster.'?

Problemi u talbiet ghall-kumpens
Il-hajja ghal dawk li kienu skampaw il-
periklu tal-mewt kellha tkompli, imma mhux
ghal kulhadd kien possibli jmur ghar-rutina
ta’ kuljum. Dan l-in¢ident kien ikkawza
danni f’erbatax-il proprjetd privata li stima
tal-hsarat fihom giet mahduma minn

sakemm setghu jergghu lura fid-dar ta’ Triq
il-Gdida."

Sadanittant, dawk kollha (imbarra
wiehed) milquta b’xi mod u li kienu ged
jistennew kumpens minghand 1-RAF, hatru
lill-Perit Dom Mintoff — dak iz-zZmien
Leader tal-Malta Labour Party (MLP) u Kap
tal-Oppozizzjoni — biex jitkellem ghalihom.
Is-servizz baqga’ jinsisti li kien ser jaghti biss
pagamenti ex-gratia u mhux fuq it-talba li
kienet ged issir minnhom. Mintoff gajjem
il-kwistjoni fil-pubblikazzjoni tal-MLP fejn
ikkritika 1-fatt 1i danni soffruti mir-residenti
ta’ Hal Luga f’dak l-in¢ident tal-Lancaster
kienu ghadhom ma thallsux u akkuza lis-
servizzi Inglizi li ged ikaxkru bil-kwistjoni."
F’ Awwissu ta’ wara din regghet tqajjmet
f’The Times minn ‘Korrispondent Speéjali’.
Hu qal i Mintoff sahaq li mhux sew li
s-servizzi Inglizi jkollhom l-ahhar kelma
fejn jidhol dan it-tip ta’ kumpens, u li wiehed
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perit imgabbad mill-Qorti, Albert
Vassallo A&CE; surveyors tad-
Dipartiment tax-Xoghlijiet Pubbli¢i
tqabbdu biex jezaminaw il-hsarat
fis-servizzi essenzjali, bhad-dawl
elettriku u l-ilma."

Id-dar Nru 61, Triq il-Gdida, fejn
kienu joqoghdu I-familja Seychell,
giet iddikjarata mhux abittabbli u
ghalhekk sakemm isiru t-tiswijiet
din il-familja bdiet tfittex post
alternattiv. Ma kenitx haga semplici;
Hal Luqga kien ghadu ghaddej minn
programm ta’ bini mill-gdid ta’ djar
li waqghu bil-gwerra. Ghall-ewwel
din il-familja nghatat dar li kienet
ghada kemm inbniet mill-gdid bil-
War Damage fi Triq Papa Innocenz.
Is-sid, 1i miskin hu ukoll kien ilu
biex jerga’ jichu Il-post f’idejh,
irrifjuta bil-qawwa; Charlie Seychell
u l-familja tieghu, ghalhekk, qattghu
sena jghixu fid-dar 1i Hum hija
|-Ghassa tal-Pulizija ta’ Hal Luqga
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The scene al Mtarfa yesterday morning as lhe hearse.
escorted by pall-bearers [rom the deceased airmen's
Squadron, nears the Military Cemetery.
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The funeral took place yesterday morning.
Military Cemetery. of two of the three aircrew members who
diled when their Lancaster bomber crashed on Luqa village
on Tuesday morning.
The funeral. y
many Service representatives.
Look place with full military
deceaseq men
were Sergeant W. Murris, ang
Logan,
R.A.F, personnel.
Repcrts fromt RAF. Luga
state that the body of the

the third dead airman, has
been fiown 10 England for

urial,
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manding Malta, has sent a
cheque for £25 from the
AO.C’s Benevolent Fund to
the Parish Priest of Luga, to
help alleviate the distress
caused by the crash.

Luga Crash Victims Buried
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GELIGNITE FOUND
IN POST BOX
Wark of Scottish Nationalists

(Renter's Servie
EDINBURGH, Jan 2.

Zcottish Nationalists placec
a stick ‘of gelignite in on¢
of the new letter boxes. The¢
searlet, cylindrical box bear:
he comroverslal Roya

ypher “E. Il R.” (meaning
F.lizabe(h II Regina)

Scottish Natlonalists claim
Quecn Elizabeth is the “first’
of Scotland since her 16tk
century namesake ruled only
England,

On December 6 a primitivi
home-made bomb was drop:
ped through the mailing slo
Late:
witk:

Military Honours

VALETTA.
at Mtarfa

attended b

METROPOLITAN POLICE
TAKING MORE CADETS

(Reuter's Servies)
LONDON, Jan, 2.
The Metrepolitan  police
cadet force is 10 be Increased
from 1$0 boyvs to 300, it was
anpounced today. The foree
s regarded by the po‘lce as a
I8 . V. very successful scheme and
Officer Com- more boys are wanted to
work in police stations and
at Scotland Yard, There was a
long waiting list of
Cadets have had xheir pay
recently raised and ‘t now
ranges from 615 6d. to 73s. 1d.

both

but fatled to explode.
the box was smeared
cream paint

A postman, collecting  let
ters from the today
found the gelignite inside
The detonator and fuse hat
come apart from the gelignit:
as it was pushed into the box
JRR——
MADRID, Jan. 2. — Spain ha
abolished cigarette ra.t onin
which has been in force sinc

G. Glanville.
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Dehra ohra ta’ Triq il-Gdida fejn tidher wahda mill-magni bl-iskrun taghha jistrieh mal-faccata mgarrfa tal-hanut
tal-faddied Noé Ciappara.

qda Muzikali SantAnd
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ma jkunx jista’ jappella mid-deciZjonijiet
mehuda. Mintoff kien ged jispera li 1-Prim
Ministru, Dr Gorg Borg Olivier, jaghmel ir-
rapprezentazzjonjiet tieghu mar-RAF wara li
jkun studja l-kaz. Eventwalment il-kumpens
li nghata mill-Claims Commission lil dawk
milquta kien ibbazat fuq ir-rapport tal-Qorti.
Dak li kien ged jitlob ghan-nom il-Hallugin
il-Perit Mintoff kien ibbazat fuq dak li qalulu
1-vittmi tad-danni u mhux fuq inkjesta fuq il-
post fi Zmien l-in¢ident; ghalhekk, skont dar-
rapport, it-talbiet maghmula permezz tal-
Perit Mintoff ma setghux ikunu vverifikati.'”

Epilogu

[I-pilota Sgt John C.E. Smith kien l-uniku
membru tal-ekwipagg li baga’haj, ghalkemm
ghadda minn Zzmien twil ta’ tbatija sakemm
rega’ gie f’tieghu. Huwa qatt ma seta’ jehles
mit-trawma ta’ dak li gara, spe¢jalment it-
telfa ta’ shabu kollha f’dak l-in¢ident u li
kien hu I-kawza ta’ vittma civili innocenti
fuq l-art. Dejjem baga’ jfahhar 1-ghajnuna
li hu u martu ré¢evew mill-komunitd Maltija
fit-triq twila tieghu ghall-fejgan. L-inkjesta
uffi¢jali helsitu minn kull responsabilta ghal
dak kollu li gara. Huwa miet zghir, fl-eta ta’
47 sena.'®

Mill-informazzjoni li ngabret ghal dan
I-artiklu jidher li hemm hafna aktar x’wiehed
jista’ johrog u ghalhekk minn ghandu
xi aktar taghrif hu gentilment mitlub li
jghadduhomlna biex forsi ’I quddiem ikun
hemm skop ta’ xoghol aktar wiesa’. Dan
l-in¢ident m’ghandu xejn inqas impatt minn
dak ta’ fuq Haz-Zabbar tal-1975 li huwa
maghruf sew tista’ tghid ma’ kulhadd. F’Hal
Luga stess bilkemm issib min jaf fuq it-
tragedja tal-Lancaster fl-1952 u forsi wasal
iz-zmien li 1-Hallugin itellghu mafkar kif
inhu xieraq, jew inkella tissemma triq, biex
din I-istorja ma tintesa’ qatt.

© Richard J. Caruana — 2012
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Hajr Lil:

Paul Spiteri 1i ghaddielna r-ritratti tat-tigrif tal-
ajruplan u Johnny Micallef tana r-ritratti ta’ Hal
Luga mill-ajru.

Gorg Bondin, 1i gabar hafna informazzjoni u ritratti,
li ghaddiehom lili

Charlie Seychell, Indri Camilleri u Connie Marsh
(nee Ellul), tal-memorji personali taghhom

Mark Anthony Said, li ghaddieli r-ri¢erka tieghu fuq
dan il-kaz
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