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their exclusion (e.g. are too difficult, should have read are NOT too difficult, it 
is likely should have read it is unlikely etc) gave the opposite impression to what 
Mr. Wood wanted to convey. Consequently I am reproducing the correct 
version. 

Postmen's Handstamps By Hadrian Wood 
A stamp collector's first introduction to Postal History has often been the 

result of acquiring an interest in Postmen's Handstamps. The reason for this is 
mainly due to the fact that many of these handstruck markings are not too difficult 
to acquire. Any collection of pre-war picture postcards, either locally used, or 
incoming to Malta, is bound to produce a number of Postmen's Handstamps. 
Whereas in previous years these same markings were generally ignored, the 
inclusion of a section on this subject in Said's catalogue in recent years has 
understandably aroused considerable interest among collectors. 

Once having acquired a number of these handstamps, usually without 
initial outlay, a collector is then tempted to start a collection, often with the 
result of "discovering" other interesting markings whilst doing so; thus, 
inducing him to take a keener interest in other aspects of Postal History. 

It now seems almost certain that Postmen's Handstampswere introduced in 
Malta in the year 1889, and for the first few years were used ONLY on mail to 
Valletta and Cospicua. (Postman's Handstamp '13' has been recorded on a cover 
to Sliema in 1888, but it is unlikely that these handstamps originated within the 
Sliema area prior to the opening of a Branch Post Office there in 1895). 

The first series of Postmen's Handstamps comprised of numbers 'I' to 
'24'. A second series, '25' to '30', in a completely different style, followed in 
1905. The third series, '27 to '50', was issued in 1913 and it is interesting to note 
that it was with the introduction of this series that Postmen's Handstamps first 
appeared on mail to the 'Casals', or villages. 

A fourth series, with numbers up to '61 ', also included, and thus replaced, 
several of the numbered handstamps issued in the first. second and third series. 
The only 'new' numbers in the fifth series were '62' and '63'. Other numbers in 
this series had been issued previously and, like the re-issue in the fourth series, 
were used to replace Postmen's Handstamps bearing the same number which 
had either become too worn, damagedc or lost. 

The sixth and final series, '64' to '74', was issued in the late 1920s. In this 
series, '67' has never been recorded in use and rs the only number in the whole 
sequence of '1' to '74' of which not a single example, in any series, is known to 
exist. 

Finally, we find a few Postmen's Handstamps which are unique in style and 
cannot be classified as belonging to any series in particular. These include '12', 
'38', '49' and '63'. 

The impression one gets in trying to 'complete' a collection of Postmen's 
Handstamps is that those used on mail to towns and large villages are 
reasonably commom, whilst the ones applied on mail to the Casals, or small 
villages, are usually scarce. Some very scarce indeed for obvious reasons. 
However, exceptions exist in both cases. 
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MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Have you paid your 1984 membership dues? 
If not, an immediate payment would be appreciated by the Treasurer, Mr. J. Porsella Flores 
69, Palm Street, Paw/a. 

Detailed Information about:-

EUROP A 1983 Issue By J. Farrugia 

Date of Issue ..................................... , 

Values .............................................. . 

Stamp Size ........................................ . 

Art Designer ..................................... . 

Printers ............................................ . 

Process ............................................ . 

Perforation ....................................... . 

5th. May, 1983 

8c and 30c 

47mmx 29mm 

8c - Tony Bugeja 

30c - Richard J. Caruana 

Printex Limited 

Lithography 

13.85 X 13.6 
Watermark ....................................... . 

Paper ............................................... . 
Maltese Crosses pointingupright 

Chalk Surfaced 
Gum ................................................ . P.V.A. 

Colours:-

Designs:-

8c- Beige, Blue, Green and Black. 
30c- Blue, Yellow, Brown and Black. 

This is the thirteenth set in the Europa series issued by the Malta Post 
Office. The theme chosen by C.E.P.T. for 1983 is "great works of the human 
genius". 

The 8c stamp depicts the Ggantija Megalithic Temples in Gozo. 
The 30c stamp features Fort St. Angelo which overlooks the Grand 

Harbour. 
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