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An Unrecorded Malta Handstamp
of 1792

by Dr. G. Bonello c/é’g/yz "

A letter dated 30th August, 1792 from Marnisi (an aristocratic summer
residence near Marsaxlokk) to Messina bears a highly interesting handstamp
‘‘Malta’” and another stamp with the date ** Sett™® 1792,

This ‘“Malta’’ handstamp has never been recorded and could well be the
first postal handstamp applied in Malta. The ‘“‘DE Malthe”, first known in
1755, was almost certainly struck in France.

The handstamp measures 2.4 by lcm, and is struck in light grey ink. It is
not known if it was applied in Malta or in Sicily.

The letter, in perfect Italian, is by a father to his son (F.C. = Figlio
Carissimo) and contains family news and information about the expected arrival
of Abbot Biginiani: ‘‘Here there is a bad opinion of him. When he came to cure
himself of his blindness he behaved in a most childish manner (mille ragazzate
......... He put his Order to over a thousand ounces expenses to cure himself
from blindness and, as soon as he was cured, left it to join the Order of St. John”’.
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