
An Unrecorded Malta Handstamp 
of 1792 

by Dr. G. Bonello cf:~/1.92'' 
A letter dated 30th August, 1792 from Marnisi (an aristocratic summer 

residence near Marsaxlokk) to Messina bears a highly interesting handstamp 
"Malta" and another stamp with the date " Settre 1792". 

This "Malta" handstamp has never been recorded and coUld well be the 
first postal handstamp applied in Malta. The "DE Malthe", first known in 
1755, was almost certainly struck in France. 

The handstamp measures 2.4 by 1cm, and is struck in light grey ink. It is 
not known if it was applied in Malta or in Sicily. 

The letter, in perfect Italian, is by a father to his son (F.C. = Figlio 
Carissimo) and contains· family news and information about the expected arrival 
of Abbot Biginiani: "Here there is a bad opinion of him. When he came to cure 
himself of his blindness he behaved in a most childish manner (mille ragazzate 
. . . . . . . . . He put his Order to over a thousand ounces expenses to cure himself 
from blindness and, as soon as he was cured, left it to join the Order of St. John". 

ESPANA - 1984 

A world stamp exhibition, ESP ANA 84, under the patronage of the 
"Federation Internationale de Philatelie" will be staged in Madrid from 27th 
April to 6th May 1984. 

The exhibition will be installed in the "Palacio de Cristal" in the Fair Area 
of the Casa de Campo, situated in one of the most beautiful parks of Madrid, 
just a few minutes away from the Plaza de Espal\a. The total display will 
comprise 4000 frames. 

The Malta Commissioner for ESP ANA 84 -is Mr. -Godwin Said of 
"Scorpio", 114 Tower Road, Sliema from whom provisional entry forms can 
be obtained. 

Committee 1983 
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Mr. A. Fenech Ass. Treasurer and 

Exchange Packet Superintendent 
Dr. A. Bonnici Editor 
Mr. J. Farrugia Ass. Editor 
Mr. V. Mercieca P.R.O. 
Mr. H. Wood Member and Liaison 

Officer with Malta Study Circle 
Mr. G. Said Member 
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HAVE YOU PAID YOUR 1983 SUBSCRIPTION ? 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP RATES 
(PER ANNUM) 

Local Members- Lml.50 per annum 

Foreign Members - 7 United States Pollars 
9 Canadian Dollars 
7 Australian Dollars 
4 Sterling Pounds 

!0,000 Italian Lire 
5o French Francs 
17 German Marks 
I4 Swiss Fraflcs 
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