
Imprint Blocks 

"PRINTED LIMITED MALT A" is seen under the last stamp of the 
bottom row. Letters a,!"e 1mm high and printed in maroon in the 2c. se and 7c 
values and in dark blue in the Se, 17::. and 20c values. An Imprint Block of four, 
of any value, will also include the colour checks. 
A special handstamp was w:ed for cancellation on the first day of issue. 
Up to 1p.m. on the first day of issue, £M78,121 worth of stamps were sold. 
Normally the G.P.O. is kept open for sale up to 4p.m. on the first days of issue. 
However the G.P.O. closed at1p.m. because the 31st. March was a public holiday" 
This set will remain on sale up to Monday, 16th . .July 1979, unle.;s stocks are 
previously exhausted. 
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Colours 

9th May 1979. 
7c and 25c. 
27rnm X 33mm. 
Chev. Emvin Cremona. 
Printex Limited Malta. 
Lithography. 

13.9 X 13·7· 
Maltese Crosses pointing sideways. 
Chalk surfaced. 
P.V.A. 

The colour of these stamps was produced by patchwork using multi-colours. 

Designs 

The 1979 "Eu,ropa" stamp set, depicts as part of the general theme 
"History of Po~tal and Telecommunications Services" past and present day 
methods of mail transport and communications. 

The 7c stamp features a "Maltese Speronara" and the tail fin of an Air 
Malta airGraft. The "Maltese Speronara" was a tmall open vessel equipped with 
sails and oa·!"S. It was designed to ride the waves and to sail to any port in the 
Mediterranean. The Order of St. John continuously employed the "Maltese 
Speronara" on several commissions, especially to carry official and private des
patches to the galley squadrons or to the continent. 



The 25c stamp depicts a coastal Watch Tower and a Radio-Link Tower. 
DuYlng· the rule of the Order of St. John in Malta, many coastal ·watch Towers 
were added, especially through the initiative of Grandma1.ter Martino De Redin 
(1657-166o) to the one already existing befme the Order settled in the Maltese 
Islands in 1530. These towers served as a means of communication in case of 
enemy raids, or in other emergencies, through the conveyance of messages, 
from tower to tower, by gunfire, rocket, flag, fire or smoke signals. 

This is the ninth Europa Set, issued by the G.P.O. and has again been 
printed in small Panes of ten stamps. Both value3 are of the vertical fo;rmat. Each 
Pane is divided into twelve spa::es, three rows of four. The third space of the 
top row is used for the wording "EUROPA 1979", the C.E.P.T. symbol ana a 
"Maltese Speronara" as seen on the 7c stamp. The fourth space of the top row is 
again used fo,r the wording "Europa 1979", the C.E.P.T. symbol and a "Watch 
Tower" as seen on the 25c stamp. The value of a whole Pane of stamps is 
seen in the middle of the top margin, and printed in the same colour as that 
of the top disc in the colour checks of each value. 

Culour Checks, in the form of coloured discs 3mm in diameter are seen in 
the right hand margin, of each Pane, next to the last stamp of the bottom row. 
The colours from top to bottom correspond to the colours used for Pane num· 
bers from left to right on all Panes of both values. There are nine Panes of !en 
stamps, "A" to "I" to each Printed Sheet, of each value. 

Plate/Pane Numbers 

These are seen under the first stamp of the bottom row, in each Pane of 
both values. 

7c = IA x 6 up to and including 11 x 6. 
25c = 1A x 6 up to and including 11 x 6. 

Perforation of Margins 

The top margin of Panes "A", "B" and "C" of both values are imperforate, 
but the top margin of Panes "D", "E", "F", "G", "H" and "I" are fully 
perforated. The left hand, right hand and bottom margins of all Panes from 
"A" to "I" in both values are also fully perforated. 



l The Printed Sheet of each 
I "A" ''B" ''C" value, before cutting into 

I WMK . ..- WMK . ..- WMK . ..-
Panes, would have looked as 

I shown on left. The perforator 
ran from Panes ''A'', "B", 

I "D" "E" '·'F'' "C" to Panes "D", "E'', ·'F" 

I to Panes "G", ''H", 'I". 
1 

WMK._.. WMK . ..- WMK . ..-
Looking at the Printed Sheet 

---·~--- as shown stamps of both 

''G" "H" ''I'' 
values would be seen the 

WMK .... WMK . ..- WMK._... right way up, hence why 
watermark in individual 

i 
stamps is sideways. ______ 1. 

Imprint nlocks 

The Imprint, "PRINTEX LIMITED MALT A", is seen under the last stamp 
of the bottom row. Letters are 1mm high and again printed in the same colour 
as the top disc of the colour checks. 

A special hand-postmark was used on the first day of issue for cancellation. 
It is inscribed, "L-EWWEL JUM TAL-HRUG-", "MALTA", "EUROPA", the 
name of the respective locality and the date "9·5·79"· A "Maltese Speronora" 
is also incorporated in the po~tmark. This set will remain on sale up to Friday, 
gth November, 1979, unless stocks are previomly exhausted. 

A total of [M258,18g worth of "Europa" '79 stamps was sold from the 
G.P.O. and other Post Offices up to 4 p.m. on the first day of issue. " 

------------------------------------
Continued from page 5· 

gian Philatelists and the Norwegian 
Post Office to mark the occasion of 
the 25th Anniversary of Norwegian 
stamps. It is being held under the 
patronag-:: of the Federation Inter
nationale de Philatelic (F.I.P.) and 
subject to its rules. 

The Norwegian Trade Fair build
ing located at Stylist between the 
centre of Oslo and the airport will 
house the exhibition. 

Regulations and other details will 

be given to all would be exhibitors 
on application from Mr. Godwin 
Said, 43 Zachary Street, Valletta. 1111 

SMALL ADS are charged at 2c per word, 
including name and address; minimum 
charge 50c. Members of the Philatelic 
Society qualify for one free advert in any 
one yea,r of not more than 30 words, pro
vided their membership dues have not 
lapsed. All copies must be received two 
months prior to publication date. 


