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2-1-79 A machine stamp cancelling slo­
gan inscribed: "NEXT STAMP 
ISSUE - FLEMISH TAPESTRIES 
SET - 24 JANUARY 1979", was 
used on and off, during the pe­
riod 2nd January to 23rd January 
1979, at the Central Mail Room. 

12-1-79 In today's Government Gazette, 
the Minister of Development, 
Energy, Port and Telecommunica­
tions has approved the opening of 
a Sub-Post Office at Xaghra and 
at Nadur, Gozo. Applications for 
the two posts of Sub-Po·;tmaster at 
these ·localities were to be received 
by the Postmaster General, up to 
5 p.m. on Monday 29th January 
1979· 

19-1-79 The 4m stamp of the present 
Decimal Definitive Postage Set has 
been reprinted by Printex Limited 
Malta. It was available from the 
Philatelic Bureau. 

24-1.79 "Flemish Tapestries" set issued to­
day. This set will remain on sale 
up to Friday, 22nd June, 1979 un­
less stocks are previously exhausted. 
A special handstamp was used for 
cancellation on the first day of 
issue. 

25-1-79 The Postmaster General notified 
tha-t, to mark the centenary of the 
birth of Antonio Sciortino, the 
well known Maltese scultptor, a 
special hand-postmark was used on 
the 25th January, 1979 at the 
Central Room, Valletta. ~he spe­
cial hand-postmark is inscribed: 
"ANTONIO SCTORTINO - 1879-
1979 cENTINARJU . TAT-
TWELID 25.1.79 V AL-
LErTA - · MALTA". The only 

!!9 

difficult part in the postma :k for 
our overseas members is "c:K"JTI· 
NARJU TAT-TWET.TD , mean­
ing "Birth Centenary". The sculp 
tor's tools, a hammer and a 
chisel, are incorporated in the 
postmark. 

26-1-79 A machine stamp cancelling slogan, 
to mark the 10th anniversary of 
the International Air Rally of 
Malta, was used during the period 
26th .January to 31st January, 
1979 at >the Central Mail Room, 
Valletta. The slogan reads: "IN­
TERNATIONAL AIR RALLY 
OF MALTA - wth ANNIVER­
SARY - 23-27 JUNE 1979". A sil­
houtte of an aeroplane in flight 
is also incorporated in the slogan. 

7-2 79 The last First Day Cover cancelled 
by the F,ield Post Office at Luqa 
was the "B,riti~h Dogs" set, issued 
on 7th February, 1979. The nor­
mal double ring 1001 handstamp 
was used for cancellation. The 
Field Post Office will dose in late 
March. 

8-2-79 The Postmatser General notified 
that the new hand date-stamps 
were p.ut in use on Thursday, 8th 
February, 1979 at the localities 
indicated hereunder: 
Sub-Post Office, St. Julians 

1 hand date-stamp 
Branch Post Office, Mosta 

3 hand date-stamp 
Branch Post Office, Zejtun 

2 hand date-stamp 
Branch Post Office, zabbar 

2 hand date-tStamp 
Branch Post Office, Rabat 

1 hand date-stamp 
The new hand date stamps are 



inscribed with the name of the 
respective locality and the word 
"MALTA". The old hand date­
stamps which were replaced, were 
withdrawn from use at the close of 
buisness on \Vednesday, 7th Feb­
ruary, 1979. 

11-~-79 To ma!'k the opening of the Medi­
terranean Conference Centre, a spe­
cial hand-postmark was used at the 
Counter Hall, G.P.O., Valletta, 
between S.oo a.m. and 12.00, on 
Sunday, uth February, 1979. 
The special hand-postmark is in­
scribed: "FTUff TA' DAR IL­
MEDITERRAN GffALL-KONF£.­
RENZI - 11.2.1979 - VALLET­
TA- MALTA", meaning "Open­
ing of Lhe Mediterranean Confe­
rence Centre - 11.2.1979 - Val­
let ta - Malta". The Emblem of 
Malta is also incorporat.'d in the 
postmarlk. 

1,)·2·79 The Postmaster General notifit'fl 
that on the occasion of the hold­
ing of the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe Meet­
ing of Experts on the Me,!itena­
nean 1979. a Temporary Branch 
Post Office was to be opened at 
the Mediterranean Conference Cen­
tre, Valletta. This Branch Pmt 
Office was open from the 13th 
February to the 23rd March, 197!1 
for the exclusive use of the parti­
cipants at the meeting. The hours 
of business of the Temporarv 
Branch Post Office were: Mondavs 
to Fridays 9.00 a.m. to 6.oo p.m. 
The following postal business was 
transacted: 

(a) Sale of Postage stamps and 
Po.s.ra! stationery. 

(h) Registration of letters. 

(c) Lsstie and payment of Money 
and Postal Orders. 

(d) Posting of parcels. 
Postal articles posted at this 

Temporary Branch Post Office 
we.re postmarked with a special 
date-stamp inscribed with the 
following words: "CSCE MEET­
ING OF EXPERTS ON THE 
MEDITERRANEAN 1979 VAL 
LETTA, MALTA". 
Persons wishing to obtain an im­
pression of this special date-stamp 
were to submit their requirement; 
in wri-ting to the Officer in 
Charge, Philatelic Bureau, VaHetta, 
enclosing the required philatelic 
material and covering remitLance 
where necessary. 

~.5-2-79 To mark the 5oth Anniversary of 
the Death of Anton Nani, the 
well-known Maltese music compo­
ser, a special hand-postmark was 
used at the Counter Hall of the 
GPO ValleLta, on Sunday( 25th 
February, 1979 between S.oo a.m. 
and 12.00 noon. The special hand­
postmark 1s inscribed: "ANTON 
NANI - 1929-1979 - ffAMSIN 
SENA MILL-MEWT - 25.2.79 
V ALLETT A MALT A". For the 
benefit of overseas members, 
"ffAMSIN SENA MILL-MEWT" 
means ".Fifty Years Since Death". 
A lyre wrrounded by laurel leaves 
are incorporated in the post­
mark. 

1-3-79 The Postmaster General notified 
for general information that an 
agreement has been signed between 
the D.ulch and the Malta Postal 
Administration for the encashment 
of Dutch payment cards in Malta. 
The new service which came into 
effect on 16t March, 1979 enables 
entitled holders of Dutch Giro 
Cards to "iithdraw from local Post 
Offices any amount in Maltese 
currency up to a maximum of 
[M3o an each card presented. 

g-3-79 The Malta Post Office participated 
in "Interprex 79" Philatelic Exhi-



bition which was held at the New 
York Coliseum, New York. The 
exhibition was organised by the 
American Stamps Dealers' Asso­
ciation. 

12-3-79 A machine stamp cancelling slogan 
inscribed: "World Maritime Day 
- 16 March 1979 - Safer Ship­
ping -- And Cleaner Oceans", was 
used from the 12th to 16th March 
1979, at the Central Mail Room. 

13-3-79 A machine stamp cancelling slogan 
inscribed: "Next Stamp Issue -
End of Military Facilities 
Agreement Set - 31 March 1979", 
was used on and off, during the 
period 13th March to 30th March 
1979, at the Central Mail Room. 

15-3-79 To maljk the Malta InternatiOnal 
Book Fair 1979, a speciail hand­
postmark was used at the Counter 
Hall of the G.P.O. and the Central 
Mail Room, on the l:)th, 16th and 
17th March 1979, during normal 
business hours. The postmark was 
ah;o used at the Counter Hall of 
the G.P.O. from S.oo a.m. to 12.00 
noon on ·Sunday, 18th March, 
1979· 
The postmark is inscribed: "Malta 
International - Book Fai.r 1979 
- 15·3·79 - Valletta Malta". 
A line drawing symbolizing a book 
is also incorporated in the post­
mark. 

16-3-79 The 1c3 stamp of the present Deci­
mal Definitive Postage Set has 
been reprinted by Printex Limited 
Malta. This is the second reprint 
or the third printing of this value. 
Panes ''A'', ''B'', HC'' and "D'' 
were issued for sale by the Phila­
telic Bureau. 

20-3-79 The Postmaster General notified 
·that none of the 77 designs entered 
in the competition for the set of 
postage stamps to mark the End 
of the Military Facilities Agree­
ment with Britain was selected for 
stamp reproduction. 
The artistic level and the concept 

of se\'eral of the designs were very 
good but none was considered 
sufficiently suitable for the pro­
posed stamps. 
In view of the good standard of 
their entries, the competitors who 
submitted the sets under the noms­
de-plume "VS", "Gemini" and 
"Xemx" which were placed first, 
second and third will each be 
awarded a consolation p~ize of 
£Mso, [M2o and £M15 respec­
tively. 

27-3-79 The Minister of Development, 
Energy. Port and Telecommunica­
tions approved the opening of a 
Sub-Post Olfice at Sliema in the 
area covering the following loca­
li-ties - The Strand from the bot­
tom of St. Pius V Street to Bisazza 
Street, Bisazza Street, Tower Road 
from St. Anne Square to Ghar id­
Dud Street and Cathedral Street 
between Tower Road and St. Peter 
Street. Applications for the post 
of Sub-Postmaster aL this locality 
were to be received by the Post­
m<l)ster General, .up to 5.oo p.m. 
on Monday, 23rd April,1979. 

27-3-79 The !ast Field Post Office in Malta 
closed today. It was commonly 
known as Luqa F.P.O. Three 
bandstamps were in use at this 
F.P.O. Two metal handstamps, 
1001 for ordinary mail and 1040 
for registered ma'il. Another rub­
ber handstamp 107 was used for 
parcels. What happened on the last 
day, I cannot say exactly, because 
both my ordinary and registered 
covers were cancelled with the 
1001 handstamp, but I have ex­
amples of both the other hand­
stamps 1040 and 107, dated De 
cember and October 1978. 

31-3-79 The End of Military Facilities 
Agreement w'ith Britam" set is­
sued today. A special hand-post­
mmik. was used on the first day of 
issue. It is inscribed: "L-Ewwel 
Jum taHfrug", "ffelsien u Sliem", 



"Malta" and the name of the res­
pective locality together with the 
date "31.3.79"· The words m­
scribed mean "First Day of Issue", 
"Freedom and Peace". 

5-4-79 The Postmaster General notified 
that on the occasion of the first 
flight MaltaJKuwaitjDubai by Air 
Malta on the 5th April 1979, the 
Malta Post Office was using at the 
Philatelic Bureau, two special 
hand-postmarks each indicating the 
date of the first .flight and place of 
destination. (See note after date 

7-4 79)· 
7-4-79 The Postmaster General notified 

that on the occasion of the first 
flight Mal'tajLyons by Air Malta 
on the 7th April, 1979 the Malta 
Post Office was using at the Phila­
telic Bureau, a special hand­
postmark indicating the date of 
the first flight and the place of 
destination. 
Note: It is of interest to note that 
the Kuwait covers were returned 
back stamped at "Safat" with the 
date "5th April" corresponding to 
the front cover cancella:tions, mean­
ing they were returned on the same 
flight. The Dubai covers are back 
stamped at "Dubai" with the date 
"7th April" as they were not 
returned on the same flight which 
also left Malta on the 5th April 
as can be seen from the front 
cover cancellations. A1so of interest, 
covers and envelopes used for 
these first flights will be found 
with the date printed or typed on 
the front (including Said covers) 
not corresponding with the hand­
postmark cancellations used on the 
actual first flight. This includes 
the "Lyons" covers. The reason 
for this is, that the first notice 

appearing in the Government 
Gazette gave the dates and places 
of first flights as follows: 
MaltaJLyons - 5th April 1979. 
MaltajKuwaitjDubai - 7th April 
1979· 
When the actual first .flights took 
place, the dates were changed, i.e. 
MaltaJKuwaitjDubai - 5th April 
1979· 
MaHaJLyons - 7th April 1979. 
But by that time, all covers were 
already printed or typed and 
handed over to the Philatelic 
Bureau. 

17-4-79 The Postmaster General notified 
that registration envelopes in size 
"H" (large) with the SIX PENCE 
registration fee ,stamp obliterated 
and bearing a new registration fee 
stamp, incorporating the Emblem 
of Malta, with the words, "SITT 
cENTE:lMI - REGISTRAZZJONI 

MALT A", meaning "SIX 
CENTS - REGISTRATION -
MALTA", were available fo.r sale 
as _from today, Tuesday, 17th 
Apnl, 1979. The selling price of 
these registration envelopes is 7c5 
each. 

23-4-79 A machine stamp cancelling slogan 
inscribed: "Next Stamp Issue -
Europa '79 Set - 9 May 1979" 
was used on and off, during the 
period 23rd April to 8th May, 1979 
at the Central Man Room. a 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Always !keep the first Monday of the 

month free of any appointments. Make sure 
you ~re always a?le to attend the monthly 
meetmgs. And bnng a guesb with you. The 
warm friendly atmosphere is aiways in 
evidence. 


