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2-1-80 A new "postage paid" handstamp 
was used at the Central Mail Room 
and at all Branch Post Offices as 
from Wednesday, 2nd January 1980. 
The "postage paid" handstamp 
used at the Central Mail Room, be­
sides the date, has inscribed: 
"POST AGE PAID 2c5 
MALTA", and those used at the 
Branch Post Offices also have in­
scribed thereon the name of the 
respective locality. 
The existing "postage paid" hand­
stamps for the IC and 2c values 

·shall continue to be .used, but the 
"postage paid" handstamps for the 
5111 \ alue was withdrawn at the 
close of business on Monday 31st 
Decemher 1979. 

8-1-80 New metal date-stamps were put in 
use at the Central Mail Room, Val­
letta and at the Parcel Post Office, 
on the 8th January 1980. At the 
Central Mail Room 6 new metal 
hand date-stamps and 4 at the 
Parcel Post Office were put in use. 
The ones at the Central Mail Room 
were inscribed, "VALLETTA -
MALT A" and those at the Parcel 
Post Office, "PARCEL POST SER­
VICE - MALTA". 
A number of old hand date-stamps 
at these two localities were with­
drawn from use at the close of 
business on the day immediately 
preceding the introduction of the 
new metal hand date-stamps. 

11-1-80 New metal hand date-stamps were 
put in use at the Paola, Cospkua 
and Birkirkara Branch Post Offices 
on the 11th January 1980. At Paola 
B.P.O., 4 new hand date-stamps, 
inscribed, "PAOLA - MALTA", 

were put in use. At Cospicua B.P.O. 
3 new hand date-stamps were in­
troduced, inscribed "COSPICUA -
MALTA". At Birkirkara B.P.O., 
3 new hand date-stamps, inscribed, 
"BIRKIRKARA - MALTA", were 
put in use. Again a number of old 
hand date-stamps at these three 
localities, were withdrawn from use 
at the close of business on the 10th 
January 1980. 

16-1-80 New metal hand date-stamps were 
put in use at Hamrun B.P.O. (one 
in number), Gira B.P.O. (one in 
number), Rabat B.P.O. (one in 
number), Victoria B.P.O., Gozo 
(two in number), and Mgarr B.P.O. 
Gozo (two in number) on the 16th 
January 1980. The new hand date­
stamps at these localities were in­
scribed: "HAMRUN - MALTA", 
"GZIRA - MALTA", "RABAT -
MALTA", "VICTORIA - GOZO", 
and "MCARR - GOZO". Again 
old hand date-stamps at these loca­
lities were withdrawn from use at 
the close of business on the 15th 
January 1980. 

16-1-80 A machine stamp cancelling slogan 
inscribed: "Next Stamp Issue -
Flemish Tapestries Set - 30 Jan­
uary 1980", was used, on and off, 
during the period i6th to 29th Jan­
uary 1980, at the Central Mail 
Room. 

21-1-80 A new "pastage paid" handstamp 
was used at the Central Mail Room, 
Valletta, as from Monday 21st Jan­
uary 1980. 
Besides the date, the "postage paid" 
handstamp also has inscribed there­
on: "POSTAGE PAND - 1c5 -
MALTA". 



22-1-80 The 5m stamp of the present De­
cimal Definitive Postage Set has 
been reprinted by Printex Limited. 
This stamp was available for sale 
at the Philatelic Counter of the 
G.P.O. 

30-1-80 The fourth and final Flemish Ta­
peslries Set, issued today. A special 
hand postmark was used on the 
first day or issue. 

11-2-80 A machine stamp cance\ling slogan 
inscribed!: "Next Stamp Issue -
Restoration of Monuments Set - 15 
February 1980", was, used during 
the period uth to 14th February, 
1980, at the Central Mail Room. 

15-2-80 The "Restoration of Mon,uments" 
set, issued today. A special hand 
postmark was used on the first day 
of issue. 

18-3-80 The Sm and 1oc stamps of the pre­
sent Decimal Definitive Set have 
been reprinted again by Printex 
Limited. 
These two stamps were available for 
sale at the Philatelic Counter of the 
G.P.O. 

31-3-80 A special hand-postmark was used 
at the Philatelic Counter, G.P.O., 
Valletta, from 8.oo a.m. to 12.00 
noon on Mon$fay, 31st March 1980, 
the first anniversary of the End of 
Military Facilities Agreement with 
Britain. The special hand-postmark 
is inscribed: "JJum il-Hels!en -
L-Ewwel Anniversarju - 31.3.80 -
Valletta - Malta". (Freedom Day 
- First Anniversary - etc.). 
The emblem of Malta is also incor­
porated in the postmark. 
A posting box was placed at the 
Philatelic Counter on the 31-3-80, 
for the convenience of those phila­
telists who wished to have their 
philatelic mail stamped with this 
special postmaI1k, to be sent through 
the post. 

1-.1-80 A machine stamp cancelling slogan 
inscribed; "Next Stamp Issue 
Dun Gorg Preca - 12 April 1980" 
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was used, on and off, during the 
period 1st to nth Aprll, 1980, at 
the Central Mail Room. 

3-4-80 In connection with World Health 
Day (7th April) which this year has 
been dedicated by the World Health 
Organisation to the health hazards 
o( cigarette smoking, a machine 
stamp cancelling slogan inscribed: 
"World Health Day - Smoking or 
Health - The Choice is Yours", 
was used on the 3rd, 5th and 7th 
April, 1980, at Lhe Central Mail 
Room. 

12-4-80 "Dun Gorg· Preca" commemorative 
postage stamp issued today. A spe­
cial hand-postmark was used for the 
cancellation of philatelic mail at 
the G.P.O. and all B.P.O.s and Sub­
Post Offices, commemorating the 
Centenary of the Birth of Dun 
Corg Preca. 

23-4-80 A machine stamp cancelling slogan 
inscribed: "Next Stamp Issue -
Europa 'So Set - 29 April 1980" 
was used during the period 23rd 
to 28th April, 1980, at the Central 
Mail Room. 

24-4-80 A special hand post-mark to mark 
the first centenary of the death of 
Louis Shickluna, a Maltese who be­
came well known as a pioneer ship­
bui.\der in Canada was used at the 
G.P.0. on Thursday, 24th April, 
1980. 
The postmark is inscribed: "Louis 
Shipbuilder Malta 1808-1880 
Canada - 24-4-80 Valletta". The 
postmark also incorporates a line 
drawing of a steamship, designed 
by Louis Shickluna, being built in 
one of h.is clocks. 

24-4-80 Registration envelopes of a new 
format were also on sale as from 
Thursday, 24th April 1980. 
The envelopes are made of white 
duplex manilla paper, with the 
emblem of the Republic of Malta 
circumverted by the words, "MAL­
TA - RECISTRAZZJONI" in the 



top right corner. 
The envelopes were available from 
all Post Offices in three sizes at the 
following prices, viz: 
Size "G" 156mm x 95mm - 4c. 
Size "H" 203mm x 120mm - 5c. 
Size "K" 292mm x 152mm - 7c. 

28-4-80 A Branch Post Office wa sopened 
at 228, Victory Street, Qormi, as 
from the 28th April, 1980. 
The hours of business and the busi­
ness to be transacted at this Branch 
Post Office shall be those ,\aid down 
by the Post Office (Hours and Busi­
ness) Regulations, 1979• (Legal No­
tice No. 113 of 1979)· With effect 

(Continued from page 29) 
British Monopoly Axed? 

The British Post Office mai1 hand­
ling monopoly will end soon, if plans 
to create private-run "document bu­
reaux" obtain the necessary licence 
from the Corporation. 

Reporting in "The Sunday Tele­
graph", industrial correspondent Des­
mond Harding· states that "changes 
in the way the Post Office operates 
will be recommended in a report pre­
pared by civil servants at the Depart­
ment of Industry" and that a minis­
terial statement in the Commons will 
be followed by a white paper and 
legislation later this year. The "bu­
reaux" will be established in every 
important commercial city and it is 
thought that the organizations in­
volved would guarantee delivery of a 
letter from one business town to an­
other within 24 hours. However the 
Post Office's monopoly in handling 
private mail will remain intact. 
Import Control 

As a result of new regulations re­
garding the importation of various 

from 2Sth April, 1980, postal ar­
ticles posted in the area served by 
the Qormi Branch Post Office were 
postmarked by a date-stamp in­
scribed with the following words: 

"QORMI - MALTA" 
A number of Post Office Private 
Delivery Boxes are available at the 
Branch for renting. 
The telephone number of the 
Branch is 47893. 

29-4-80 "Europa 1980" set issued today. A 
special hand-postmark was used for 
cancellation of philatelic mail on the 
firstd ay of issue. 

items, collectors who receive their ap­
proval selections properly declared 
through the post will be required to 
fill an import licence. One collector 
who frequently receives approval 
material through the post says that 
he has filled about 6 import licences 
to obtain the release of the packet. 
Without doubt such practices irritate 
stamp collectors. 

Reply Coupons 
The first study of this matter was 

made way back in 1976 by Herr Eric 
Prier who prepared a Study Paper 
(No. 40) for the Gibraltar-Malta­
Cyprus Study Circle (both German 
and English versions are available 
from the writer for inspection). The 
Malta Study Circle has recently pro­
duced a revised paper on the 5ame 
subject coupled with fresh informa­
tion and additional notes using a use­
ful classification based on that em­
ployed by specialist societies in the 
field. Seven illustrations are not 
enough to treat this difficult subject. 


