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MEEREA president
Edward Scerri and
Secretary-general
Charles Yousif
Speak to ANNE
ZAMMIT about
Malta’s renewable
energy potential

HY doesn’t Malta
make better use of nat-
ural energy sources
like the sun‘and wind?
European leaders agreed last month
10 have 20 per cent of their overall
energy needs covered by renewables
by 2020. How well are we faring?
The Malta Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy Association
(MEE.REvA),' a non-goverfiment
organisation promoting the use of
cnergy efficiency and renewable
energy, is calling for Malta to play a
more pro-active role. The NGO's
areas of expertise include energy
efficiency Ain buildings, energy
auditing, promotion of technology,
wind and solar energies,
Since the 1960s MEEREA presi-
dent Edward Scerri has fostered
solar energy in his career at
<University. In 1993 he was instru-
mental, as an early chairman of the
Institute for Energy Technology, in
securing funds along with his team
of former students Robert Farrugia
and Charles Yousif, for the first
long-term scientific studies on wind
and solar energies. »
During that time, the first grid-
connected photovoltaic system in
Malta was installed and a detailed
study of wind energy potential was
initiated. Results of the research car-
ried out are now being used locally
and referred to internationally.
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MEEREA vice-president EdwardScerrl (left) and secretary-general Charles Yousif

with thin walls consuming so much
energy is 100 great to leave the intro- ~ electricity for heating and cooling,
duction of photovoltaic (PV) tech- | 1o the effect that the contribution of
nology or wind energy solely to any solar heaters will become insignifi-
energy agency, Renewable energy  cant eventually. ] 7
must be politically supported. It . “These buildings which are being
takes only one political decision, built today will remain with us for a
one that would be a proof of our very long time because of the shared
concern for future generations. It is ~ ownership of land. What we are sow-
possible to start;'we have all the ing today we will harvest rorlhg next
ingredients, ‘everything is there... . 50 years. These buildings will be
but we have not started anything,” ~consuming lots of power and the
observes Mr Scerri. “Once the ener-  problem will remain for a long time.
ensurg that within the next

gy policy for this country is defined*-
‘- ~ 50 years we will have as

we can set targets and incentives,”
he says, hoping for change.
little energy consumption as possi-
- ble. “If you are not going 0 put a

Mr Yousif conitinues: “So. far
there has been no commitment on -

regulation to include solar water
. ‘heaters in all new homes at the

“The social importance of solar

e need regulations that will

Government’s side”.

Disappolntient ; - - "design stage then we cannot pretend
Targets need plans over regulations - " . that they will be installed later.”
2 . Mr Yousif is concerned that

"It is not enough just to ask, in the  building upward will cancel out
building permit application, if gains from houses WhICh‘,l.mVC
renewable energy will be utilised. It installed solar water heaters either
was very disappointing that in the because of shading by nearby tall
2006 regulations issued by the buildings or because these same
Services Division of the Building homes have been pulled down.
Regulations Office, no move was - * “The available flat roof area is
made to make s lurhp?ting'm_anda: > {elggihking as terraced houses are’
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Malta's Treaty of Accession to the
EU set a target of five per cent.of
the total electric gnergy supply to be
generated from renewable sources
by 2010. In October 2005 the gov-

-ernment reported to the EU that
Malta’s feasible potential for renew-
Jble sources as part of all energy
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prodiiction by 2010 adds up to a _tory in new boildings Bl 1

mere 0.31per cent, On the other * -"On the otliet'hand; We:knGw that - penthouses so the-roof is1io Tonger

hand, apaper presented by the  MEPA has cegtaln/ ; available for sofar. water heaters: For 2
stitut houses; that are‘today withopt solar;

 Jations. For ex
: heater cannot;

“four metres of .
not be higher than 1,5 metres. Upto  Lm400 with a payback time of about

now you can-only dream of eeing. - four years. But eventually solarwater
photovoltaic panels on a fagade heaters will be lost when the houses
because it is prohibited.” . +are pulled down to build upwards.

MEPA's Policy and Design guid-, ~ “People ask why Cyprus and
ance, effective as of last Monday, " 'Istael have so many solar water
may overcome:'this hurdle by - heaters and we don’t. Tt'is clear - ave
encouraging'PV;modules within the’  are not-.interested, we are not
fabric of a bujlding, subject'to cer-

iversity’s Institute for Enert Guses e
}Jﬂm“v‘oer's‘:g' :‘ {gzt{‘lfﬁdfa;iih ﬁz 2 wmﬁb;é'tbrs the potential is'thefe for"
Energy Congress in Florence st
August has put the potential at 24
per cent . <

_“Maybe not by 2010," says Mr
Yousif, “but the potential is there. Is
it possible that governinent is now
choosing to make use of only a frac-
tion of that potential when our
declared target on joining:the EU

“bein
ﬁ els or a,solar water heater on:szae.offering jobs, it'is very difficuli
ujl‘:l“nngs' of-six s(om’%‘s’\uﬁ\ more? *m ) 4 ingt\,(l,h'é:ir Wishes. It takes a
: fagade is'the next potential, COUTageous person’fo impose regu-
f is no lopgey available™ es| emithat at the end of the
in buﬁl‘h ith:penthouses  day*Will give benefit to the owners

. mOT *of p¥w - rathétithan u{:e'de pers.

1-QUARCS: T r PY. * “But-such’egulations will also
bring lhfgc lﬁ%ﬁl? ; e ) create jobs imblar energy indus-
ng[]ﬂp sellgnc, b FIf ] try for'imp: , installers etc...
dra ;nm‘éﬂiﬁm' them into buildings at the and this helps both individuals and
| fs U:lsylwhen we design stage then it will be very ~ communities, which in qum streng-

o el ive 1o integrate them Jﬂld"oﬂ- thens the M“@ﬁ’iegonomy,"
“have this committee can we hog: expensive gra 's

i t I think will drive up ener-  Isn't it high time-that developers
that a renewable energy l’;:nnm:] rogy lc“é:‘slnmp[ion are not the thick- - see energy efﬁctl‘:gy as a new mar-
l'?P“' that will not pepe lled houses but new buildings  keting tool in‘today’s world? With

‘expeitise (o the coun-; #1a0
expdxim is that they
ven.a chance:“We must

wa

pedple Who want to invest Lm300- -

was ﬁycgqcent?f' L Ial o ! 2 3 :
frt e licy in place tain copditions,Still, there afe wor-  our money down the drain. MEPA
e e e o ik . . Mowt iy ey
PRIs 0 figure of a percentage that - “Nowithat-the old-houses afe; T of miaking too many régulations for
el 3 g torn down where cgn you put * the deve]opers; Becauie developers

informedand we just want to throw
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one year only | 4
heaters were insiy
ers that there are |3
Malta and 10 per Rﬂ;",‘}) M
solar water heaters, lhcnl;]e Yl
ing lI7.200 would neeq P
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ple solar water s v
homes?" The same goe;e; o q
voltaics and small wjpg il;'eﬂ}nu;
) Only a qu applicationg ha Uiveg
f made during the past Year Ve beey
only a slightly higher.loan. home- MEEREé‘sees i"Cemiv'q i
buyers could casily invest in an a monitoring. plap g cﬂ.lﬂuxu[
energy efficient home and a-more producn‘ve,‘ il Unte;.
comfortable environment. Don't giveincentives it
“Contractors should consider try-  not monitoring how these "E!ualim
a-

ing some smart buildings. They will  tions are going to be &
chgnrge more when they sell them  going to be properly im('n\lrleedmy
but what is the difference between  yield the good resylis expertg 1o
taking a bank loan of Lm40,000 and  does Government just 2V an joe
a loan of Lm45,000? The difference  tive and then expect thy s en-
will be minimal and at least you will  will save money or reduce cary,
have a well insulated house with a  dioxide emissions? n
lower energy bill. In Gozo, there “The govemment needs . f&m
was a development where units were  group of local experts who cay 1
being sold with double glazing, solar  ceed with finalising the energy ang
water heating and insulation on the  renewable energy policies gg 0l
roof. The Housing Authority has leave it in the hands of a govemmen
already committed itself to building entity like Malta Resources Author
lower energy intensive housing ~ MRA has several things to deal yig,
units, Why is no one following their It is impossible s leave sqch 3
example? important issue pﬁng now that e
EU has agreed on the 2020 targets”

MRA too slow
Y Yousif indicates e
despair-felt by young engi
neers who had gone abroad

“The EU Commissioner for
Energy, Andris Piebalgs, is coming
this week. I think his first question  and made progress in the field of
will be — where is your energy policy?  renewable energy.
“They were disappointed when
they came back to Malta because

“I think Mr Piebalgs will ask the
government: ‘Your incentives for
they could not find a job and ended

solar heating and PV and roof insu-
ltions arg"based on what? What is

your target for'the next five, ten, 15" ~MEE] .
Wearsd & ol AL °ed direcdlyd “entity frofin gov-
.. “All these things should be tied to refment 10 them or tell them

experts. Yet evey
eek - the: @fganisation. receives

policy.If there is no policy the ‘where (o

incentives jost.go down the'dfain.” - eeels
' Adraft of the Renewable:Energy réquestsaffdin:the EU asking fo
Palicy was published last August by~ information on biogas.-combined,
MRA for comments. MEEREA and  heat and power, statistics on phoi>-
other entities gave their suggestions ~ voltaics, etc. They are asking
-but have heard nothing since. MEEREA for information while

“Back in 2001 MRA held a public.” Government seems to hesitate 0
consultation on the; development of “recognise this NGO and suppert 1ts

a strategy for the explojtation of activity.
5 Y Do ol / is the best choice for Malé

fenewable energy sourges for elec-  Which

tricity generation. dnd jwithin a few - solar or wind energy’ ok
‘monthsall she comriiénts were avail- - “We must have a mix. All
able on theif Website:(That should - have.to go at the same pEce. T
be the next step withifegard to the with expensive _C,Bnl“l'-“!’v’gw,

who com- photovoltaics should b
Sen ipnqeqx_iv!r,sqhww‘"{gw

intensity needs-Jike Wﬁﬁ 1

energy policy - tas
mented whaf. , ;
“Basedion that: dodument they,

issued atender’ito evaluate the - because the P e

potential qﬁrédﬁl}ﬁ_wab‘ b e‘n''GI;';y.-’f'Il'li:'f'—e back [ﬂi‘“%gfg?l'd‘m‘ sl:g‘;

tender was o by-a fareign consul- - lower incentive. All of B
. lised  be pushed-forward togeth
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tancy firm. report. was fina
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encrgy-and o -policies have

been shelved, e g Inst 7{d cpstE

of first having a policy, then a plan, MR A
then incentives, we start off with the  Tariff disincentive

J1aics

plan. The:advantage of BO\7 i

incentives without any policy or
It l p
_ “The proof that incentives are not o faades or 100ftPS Eelflﬁ ',f:ave
yielding the right results is that in -own itand are more ¢
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