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L-EWWEL ATT
L-Ewwel Xena

Ii-Professur Vella, Pawlina, Victor u Gina.

Gina ged iddoqqg 2fin modern fuq lape-recorder. Taghmel
mossi ta’ ifin. Vella jkebbes sigarrelt w jkebbes ukoll lil Pawlina
1 Gina, li, bhal Victor, meta tinfetah ix-xrena jkollhom sigarretlt
Jideihom.

VELLA: Imma kif ma tixbghu gatt minn dak id-dagq! Kemm
ma nistax ghalih! Li kont naghmel jien—

INA [tagtaghlu kliemu]: Dagskemm tixbghu mill-gari intom
ix-xjuh.

VELLA: U kif trid thallat l-opri... U din mhix haga ta’ xjuh u
zghazagh, binti — din haga ta’ gosti, ta’ gosti edukati, ta’
xzoltura. Dan selvaggizmu, dan... dan... ged jehodna lura lein
is-selva. Qed immorru lejn it-tomtom primittivi, Dan iz-zfin
oxxen, tafux. Kollu gesti suggestivi,.. u... U le, jahasra — fein
hil-arti? Fejn hi l-grazzja, il-hlewwa tal-waltz?...

PAWLINA: Minn dagshekk...

INA [tidhol fuqul: U x’galbu! Hallina!

VELLA [skandalizzat]: Isma’! Brava!

FAWLINA [fl-istess waqt mal-Professur]: Ginal

1GINA Y Dafgt nilbsu d-dublett sal-ghargub, bil-galziet jidher
minn tahtu bil-frill u 1-bizzilia, ..

VICTOR jidhak.

FAWLINA [nofs dahkal: Gina!

VELLA: Mela— mela— mela— Kont se nghid wahda! Imma,
taf, mid-dublett fuqg l-gharqub ghall-esibizzjonizmu hemm
gabza, taf

GINA: U dak kien zmien, u dan iehor, prof!

VELLA: Mela I-galbu ghandu z-zmien!

GINA: U jien mhux hekk ridt inghid. [Tagbaq tghanni mad-
daqgqg.]

VELLA: Eh, il-galbu altru li ghandu %-zZmien —

GINA: Pozi. [Tkompli tkanta.]
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VELLA [idur fug VICTOR]: Imma, Vic, ghidli, ma thossx 1i sal-
vagg dan id-dagg?

VICTOR [ikemmex xofftejh]: Salvagg, prof... Salvagg ghaliex?

VELLA: zZarzir, thanxir— Imma, ftit tal-gost, inghid jien. Din
haga ta’ gosti, gosti edukati — mhux haga ta’ xjuh u zgha-
zagh, Gina, Victor. Iz-zghazagh ta' llum intilfu —

GINA [tahtful: Qed tara! Int stess ged tghidu!

VELUA: X’jlen inghid?

GINA: Qed tghid iz-zghazagh! [Enjazi fug “ighatagh”.]
PAWLINA: Eh, gabditek, Guz!

VELLA: Le — ma gabdet xejn!

PAWLINA: Qahditek fil-kelma!

VELLA: Le — fil-kelma kif? Ghaliex?

GINA: Int iz-zghazagh ghidt.

VICTOR [kwa2i fl-istess waql ma’ GINA]: 1z-zghazagh ghidt.
GINA: Int ghidt 1i z-zghazagh ta’ llum mitlufin—

VELLA ([fidhol fughal: Iva, ghidt li z-zghazagh tal-lum mitlu-
fin—

GINA [tghajbul: Allura!

VELLA : Allur&? Altura? Jien ghidt li din il-manija hatfet liz-
zghazagh u mhux lill-kbar, lin-nies tal-ghagal ma taghmelx
bihom.

GINA [thaggaghg mieghu]: Iva, imm'int ghidt li din mhix haga
ta’ xjuh u zghazagh— ghidt... ma nafx kif ghidt...

VELLA: Ghidt 1i haga ta’ gosti.
GINA: Ehe, ta’ gosti, u... u ma nafx x'ghidt aktar.

VELLA: Ta’ koltura, ta' gosti u koltura — jigifieri 1i nies ta’ gosti'
edukati—

PAWLINA: Imma n-nies ta’ gosti edukati—

VELLA [b'dahkal: Uff, Pawlina, int ukoll! Kif, int ukoll! Mela
kulhadd kontra tieghi?

PAWLINA: U le! Imma n-nies ta’ gosti edukati jistghu jkunu
zghar u jistghu jkunu kbar, hux hekk? Mhux hekk?

VICTOR: Da’ zgur,
GINA: Heaq!
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VELLA: Iva, 'tuni nifs, gbiztu t-tlieta fuqi! Halluni infendi Wa_h-
da, halli nfisser ruhi, trid. Ma naghmlux li se tagbad tis-
swingja int ukoll, hux, Pawlina?

PAWLINA: U hallina, ara ha ghalih!

GINA: Mur ara, kieku, x’fiha? Ejja! (Taghmel mossi ta’ swing.)

PAWLINA: Ara ha ghalih! Ma naghmlux li hadt ghalik?
VELLA: U x’hadt ghalija! Issa se nwagaghu kollox ghac-¢ajt.

PAWLINA: U mhux int...

VELLA: Uff... ma tafux iZZzommu argument serju.

GINA: Ih! Serju!

PAWLINA: ¢ej tghidli 1i se nisswingia... mhux int? Iktar int!

VELLA: Mela hadt ghalik int?

GINA (tidhak): Th, ara se jiggieldu!

VICTOR (b'dahka): Ara se jiggieldu...

VELLA: Uuuuuuu... Ara kif inwaggghu kollox ghaé-¢ajt...

PAWLINA: Jien dagskemm ma nahmelx dan iz-zfin ta’ llnim —
il-waltz kien sabih tant! Jiena, 'tini l-opri, u — *tini i-opri —
jiena mmut ghall-opri!

GINA: Ih, x'gost, togghod tarahom imutu... Ih, x'gost!

PAWLINA: U le, issa ghaffigtha, Gin. Issa ghidt hmerija. L-opri
hag' ohra—

VELLA: L-opri hagohra. Sewwa cged tghidlek. Ghalkemm, l1-opri
m’humiex l-oghla espressjoni tal-muzika, taf, anaas, Il-mu-
zika operistika ma tilhagx, inghidu ahna, il-kobor, is-subli-
mita... il-kobor, l-ispiritwalita...

GINA tagbad tisswingia mad-daqq, 1 sadattant ikun
ghadu sejjer fuq it-tape-recorder.

VELLA [ton skandalizzat]: Ara ftit..., ara ftit... imma ara ftit!
U iktar jien...

VICTOR jidhak, PAWLINA tithajjar tidhak ukoll.

VELLA: Imma allura ghadkom ma ntbahtux li dan taghkom
huwa escapizmu — biex nghidha bhall-Inglizi? Tridu taharbu,
taharbu mir-realta! X*tahsbu 1i hu dan il-fenomenu tat-
teddy-boys u tar-rock 'm roll? Jiena narah bhala marda psi-
kclogika—

GINA: Da'qt tghidilna 1i ahna morda ghax nirrokkjaw...
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VELLA: Le — I3, ma nasalx sa hawn, binti, imma dan, kif ga
ghidt, dan escapizmu. L-umanit hatja, u trid tinsa htijiet-
ha, U z-zghazagh, wi¢é¢ imb'wicé ma’ din il-htija kbira, ehm. ..
iddisprata, ta’ dawk li gabuhom fid-dinja, jieshom magtugh,
b’futur incert, instability politika, tixwix, dhahen tal-mohh,
min irosshom 'il hawn, min irosshom ’il hinn — donnhom
inbelghu, ma jridux jiegfu u jahsbu: ifittxu biss 1i jistordu,
jiskru fix-xalar bla aies u bla razan, jekk mhux ukol] fil-vizji
—- U... u... kif ga ghidtilkom, ma jehdewx minuta, 1i ma jmor-
rux ixommu l-gass tal-hama 1i fih ged i¢afalsu —

VICTOR: U kemm tpingiha kerha!

VELLA: Kif inhi...

GINA: Qed tesagera, prof.

VELLA: Le, Gina, m'iniex. Jew insejt 1i inti stess ftit ilu dhakt
bija ghax semmejtlek ii-galbu?

GINA: U ghax intom. ..

VELLA: Ahna...?

VICTOR: Intom...

VEELLA: Ahna nippozaw — min galha minnkom?

GINA: U mhux hekk? i

VICTOR: Dik hi.

VELLA: Tghidu intom, dik hmerija 1i jehidu 1-Inglizi — “Don’t
wash your dirty linen in public” — biex ma nghidhiex bil-
Malti, ghax ftit vulgari, ghalkemm iktar espressiva. Tmmas,
hares, hemm hmieg 1i jigi wahdu, mill-ghabra, fejn nat,
mill-uzu, u... u hemm min ihammeg ghax mahmug minnu.
Hadd mhu perfett, xi haga x’jahsel kulhadd ghandu —

PAWLINA: Hekk hu.

VICTOR: U mel’ ghidha.

VELLA: Imma b'daghekk ma nistahbewx wara l-iskuza tal-pozi
biex nisfogaw il-passjonijiet taghna bla razan ta’ xXejn — u
bla kuxj nza u bla ndiema,

PAWLINA: Sewwa qged ighid,

VELLA: Intom iz-zghazagh ma tistghux tintebhu, ghax ma tri-
dux tahsbu. Jew forsi ma tistghux tahsbu, ghax psikoloZiks -
ment zvantaggjati — dak li hu taghkom taghkom. Immasa
t-trig -1 gbadtu... it-triq... B'xafra tal-lehja ma tahsadx
muntanja. Fhimtu x'irrid inghid? Billi nagbdu trig ohra, u
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nitilgqu dik li twassalna ghall-perfezzjoni 1i ghaliha mahlu-
gin x'niehdu? Inhassru mohhna, Anzi, mhux biss, naslu biex
nitilfu dak il-hena, dak... dak is-sodisfazzjon 1i nhossu meta
nghixu kif irid Alla. Ghandek tghid, biex ninsew htijietna,
ged naharqu lilna nfusna. Sewwsg gal Seneca, dak 1-gharef
Ruman: “Kull bniedem hati huwa 1-bojja tieghu nnifsu.”

PAWLINA [li sadattant tkun qamet tferra’ l-groggijiet]: Imma
tghidx li ma kontx gej predikatur, Guz, [Toffri lilu l-ewwel.]
Ha, bill grizmejk.

VICTOR U GINA jidhku

VELLA '[jidhek ukoll]: Iva, waqqgaghna ghaz-zufjett, int ukoll.
Ghandek tghid, l-umanita, wara l-mizerja u l-imrar u d-di-
zilluzioni ta’ Zewg gwerer, ghaddejja minn perijodu kritiku
ta’ pessimizmu, ta’ tbatija u ghawg. — Il-hasra hi — taf
x'inhi? — 1i mohha dejjem biex tahrab, 1li ma tridx tisma’
mill-Vangelu. [Ii-2ewg 2ghazagh iddejqu b'dan it-tlablib u,
medhija Prulrin, issa jinbzu, issa jitbissmu u issa jaghmiu
lil zulrin.] Kemm isir gid 1 kellna hila naghdru u nagsmu
fid-dwejjaq ta’ xulxin minflok naghmlu bhat-tliet xadini ta’
1-Indjani.

GINA: X’ghamlu?

VELLA: Wahda ghattiet ghajnejha, 1-ohra saddet widneiha, u
1-ohra tebget fommbha.

PAWLINA: Hekk l-ahjar, ghax ma taghli aatt,

VELLA: Le, le, Pawlina, allahares kulhadd kien jahsibha bhalek.

VICTOR: Imma allura, profs, xi tridna naghmlu? Nogoghdu
nnewhu? Li ged tghid int forsi minnu — imma ma jghoddx
ghalina.

GINA: U zgur.

VICTOR: Ahna —

VELLA: Tnewhu le, ghala ghandna nnewhu? Id-divertiment irid
ikun ukoll. Imma — Imma, mhux naharbu s-salib. L-ugigh
— l-ugigh ta’ galb u l-ugigh fiziku — irid ikun, ghandu postu
fit-twemmin Nisrani. Imma llum sirna ma rridux nafu bi
slaleb...

PAWLINA: Kieku sewwa dqed tghid...
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GINA: Il-kbar ighidu hafna affariiiet sewwa,

PAWLINA taghtiha harsa bic-ciera. VICTOR jitbissmilha.
VELLA jibga’ sejjer gisu ma semax.

VELLA: Ma tghidx nistghu nehilsu minnhom, is-slaleb.., ghax il-
bniedem bhall-gemel — jehtieg jinzel gharkubbtejh ha’ jit-
ghahba. y

PAWLINA: Johrog b'kull wahda wkoll!

VELLA: Id-differenza hi — jew il-hasra, jekk trid — i 1-gemel
ghandu 1-istint u I-bniedem ghandu r-raguni. Il-hasra, mela,
ghax mar-raguni giet il-passjoni, u I-perversita. Li kieku
1-bniedem kellu hila jmexxi d-dinja bir-raguni biss — forsi
1-hajja kienet tkun monotona, immga ghallangas konna naslu
fejn wasal il-gemel bl-istint — u kulhadd ighix fil-paci kun-
tent b’li ghandu. Imma ahna le, ahna dejjem irridu, irridu
kollox, taghna u ta’ haddiehor, tieghi tieghi, u tieghek tieghi
wkoll, mill-hobzg, sal-mara. Basta nitpaxxew ahng —

GINA [lil VICTOR]: Tini sigarrett, hi.
VICTOR: Ghadek kemm spic¢éait wiehed,
GINA: U ej... isa.

Jaghtiha sigarrett, u GINA tintafaghiu fhogru biex
ikebbishulha.

VELLA [bla ma jiegaf ghal din l-interruzzjonil: —haddiehor jis-
ta’ jmur ghand boxxla xjafek... sitta u sitta tnax! Jew tahs-
bu li ged nesagera?... Angas sens ta’ responsabbiltd ma fad-
lilna,.

PAWLINA: Hekk hu.

VELLA: Heqq, wara kollox x'inhu t-teddy boy? Mhux is-subli-
mazzjoni ta’ l-irresponsabbilta? Mhux l-edizzjoni I-aktar in-
edukata u l-aktar baxxa u volgari tal-mentalita taghkom?
(Juri lejn GINA uw VICTOR, li sadallant mohhom frulrin,
GINA tithanxel fhogor VICTOR.) Tehdux ghalikom, toffen-
dux ruhkom, ifhmuni x'irrid nghid — meta nghid intom
irrid inghid iz-zghozija moderna, ta’ wara l-gwerra. Mhux
in-negazzjoni ta’ kull sens ta’ dmir, ta’ kull sens ta’ respon-
sabbiltd, mhux egoizmu sfrenat li ghalih la hemm ligi t'Alla
u angas tal-bniedem? Jien nara tkaxkir hawn... tkaxkir
hawn... imbecéilli kemm trid, puwerili wkoll, tat-teorija ta’
Nietsche, ta’ l-intolieranza tal-herrenvolk li wasslet fl-aghar
eccessi tan-Nazi. Nahseb 1 tghidu kemm nghid, hux?




PAWLINA: Le, hawn ghandek ragun.
GINA [lil VICTOR]: Fhimt xi haga, Vic? Ajma, dejaitni din.
VICTOR [wagt li GINA tqum minn hogrul: Xi haga...

GINA tmur tbiddel id-dagqga.

VELLA [wagt li GINA tkun timmanigga t-tape-recorder]: Uuu...
m'ghidtx xi gherf spec¢jali. Haga wahda nghidilkom, u ahsbu
fugha, ghax Victor donnu hadha bi kbira, ghax haseb 1i rrid-
kom tnewhu. Insibuha f’San Mattew — m’hemmx bzonn in-
ghidilkom min gqalha: “Imberkin dawk 1i jibku, ghax isibu
I-tarag.” [B'nofs dahka u nofs ¢anfira 1il PAWLINAT U tghidx
1i jien predikatur.

Imma sadatiant GINA sabet dagga ghal galbha, u tagbad
tisswingja. II-PROFESSUR ifaqqa’ iq ma l-ohra
quddiem wicéu, u jerfa’ harstu lejn is-sema, tisthajlu
jghid: “Arfrilhom, o Sinjur!”

PAWLINA w VICTOR jinferzu jidhku.

VELLA: Imm’ imma din ossessjoni, tafux, Din ossessjoni!

PAWLINA: U hallihom igawdu, Guz, ghadhom %ghar. Jekk ma
jgawdux issa...

VICTOR [b'dahka]: Eh, spiccalha issa... spitcalha!

GINA taghmillu subghajha 1-kbir ma’ mniherha, 1
tferfer l-ohrajn.

VICTOR: Spiécalek!

GINA: Hallina!

VICTOR: Spicealek!!

VELLA: Jagaw?

PAWLINA: Ma jridhiex tizfen.

VICTOR: Spiccalek.

GINA: Issa naraw.

VICTOR: Issa naraw.

GINA: Isma’, inti mhix mieghi tkun? Mhux mieghi tkun?

VICTOR: La nigl mieghek, u la tmur int —

VELLA: Qed nisma’ ftit sens.

GINA: Isma’ l-iehor! [PAWLINA tidhak.] Iss! Agta’ kemm hu
helu dan! (Mill-gdid lil VELLA) Oaghod sahhnu int, ukoll!
Ma jarax kemm kien imur hu. Mela nsejt —
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VICTOR: Le, ma nsejtx.

GINA: Eh, mela! Kemm kont tghidli: “Tigi ghada? Tigi ghada?
Tigi ghada?” Hux?

VICTOR: Da’ zgur, mela, le, biex niltaoghu,

GINA: Eh, iva?... (Biex niltagghu? Dan, haw'. Arg jien inhobb niz-
fen, taf. U jkollok tehodni.

PAWILINA: U iva, Victor, intl billi tikkuntentaha kultant, mhux
se taga’ d-dinja. Mhux mieghek tizfen?

GINA: Ajma...

VICTOR: Le, le.

GINA: Dan, haw’, kemm hu helu. Kif ighid hu biss, F’kollox, taf.
Mhux mieghek nizfen?

VICTOR: U minni jigu I-hbieb. — Inti ma tghaddix minghajr
2fin?

GINA: U x’fiha, ajma... Uff!

PAWLINA: Minn dagshekk, sakemm iZ-Zfin ma jkunx nieges mid-
dekor, u tizfen mieghek biss, Vic...

VICTOR: Le, ma. Tibdiex int. Jien naf. Din affari tieghi u taghha.

GINA: Ara kemm hu helu, dan. Dak ghax ghajjur, taf. Agta’
kemm hu ghajjur!

VICTOR: U x'zshandha x'tagsam l-ghira!

GINA: Ldi ma jmissnix xi hadd! Le, melint ghajjur!

PAWILINA: Nghiduha kif inhi, Vie...

VICTOR: Ma, tindahalx int. Insomma, ara, jien ghajjur. Allura?
Inti izfen hawn. Ma joghgbokx hawn?

GINA: U hawn!

VICTOR: Qed tara? Hawn le. Hawn mhux xorta tizfen? Qed tara?
Qed tara?

GINA: U aima, kemm ksuhat! ]
Iécempel il-qanpiena ta’ barra.
PAWLINA: Il-bieb.
Tmur tittawwal mill-vetrata.

PAWLINA: Hawn ragel. Xi wiehed mir-rahal donnu. Ma nafux.
Dan x'irid? Mur ara ftit, Victor.

VICTOR johrog mill-bieb tal-lemin.
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PAWLINA: Inti hu ftit tal-pacenzja, Gina, ruhi.

VELLA: Hu ftit sever.

PAWLINA: Sakemm ighaddilu. Missieru hekk kien, taf... Hadni

hhalib ommi fi snieni, u —

GINA: Mela se jghaddilu!

PAWLINA: Tghid int, jiehu minn missieru... — xejjahni qabel
il-waqt...

GINA: Ajma, kemm noboghdu lil min hu ghajjur,

PAWLINA: Min ighir ihobkb.

GINA: Mela jien ma nhobbx, ghax ma nghirx.

VELLA: M'ghandniex X'inghidu, l-ghira zejda...

Pawsa.

VELLA: U ghax hawn ¢ertl nies 1i... icisu dak li jagbel lilhom, i
joghgob lilhom... lilhom biss. Jistghu jkollhom ragun. u jis-
tghu ma jkollhomx... imma r-ragun taghhom biss jaraw.

Pawsa.

VELLA: ...intransigenti.

PAWLINA: Iva, Victor hu ftit...

GINA: Irsira jaghmilni iekk nogghedlu... tapit taht sagajh.

VELLA: U le, mhux dagshekk. Ftit rasu iebsa...

PAWLINA: U inti qed tkabbarha, ukoll Gin. Mhux ghax ibni, im-
ma Victor tifel tajjeb, bil-kelma t-tajba tiehu 1i trid min-
chandu.

GINA [Ironika]l: Dak li ghandu!

PAWLINA: U inti isma’ minni, u imxi ftit shal ghajnu.

Jidhol VICTOR.

VICTOR (lill-PROFESSUR]: Hawn wiehed irid lilek.

VELLA: Lili? Hawn gie jAttixni?

VICTOR: Wiehed gabillott...

VELLA: Gabillott? Mhux dak il-ksir id-devozzjoni...!

VICTOR: Ma nafx x’qal. Fug xi ghelieqi... gal trid tehodhomlu.
Irid ikellmek sensaltru. ’

VELLA: Tridx nghidlu x'jaghmel! Kieku tafu kif hadli rasi. Im-
kien ma jhallini bi kwieti, Anki hawn gie sabni! U dan kif jaf
li jien hawn — kif sabni? Iktar int, Vie, tghidlu 1i gieghed
hawn.
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VICTOR: Jien fejn naf! It-tfal tieghek baghtuh hawn, gal

VELLA: Mela m'ghandhomx x’jaghmlu dawk!

VICTOR: Ma stajtx inghidlu i m’intix hawn, anaqas li ridt. Qalulu
1i gieghed hawn, -

VELLA: Li gieghed hawn, eh! Bagax, jibaghtuli I-ksir ir-ras wa-
rajja. [Warag ftit] Ara, aghmilli pjacir, Vie. Ehlisni minnu,
trid? Imma din kbira, din. Dan gabad mieghi gisu mhara.

VICTOR: Imma jien x’nghidlu?

VELLA: Ghidlu... xejn, ghidlu...

VICTOR: Issa jaf li gieghed hawn.

VELLA: Ma jimpurtax. Ghidlu li dan mhux hin. Ghidlu 1 okku-
pat. Xejn, ghidlu, jekk joghgbu, meta irid ikellimni, jrgl
jsibni l-ufficéju. [Dec¢iz] U, ara, Vie, ghidlu 1i kollu ghalxejn
jissikkani, qed jitlef iz-zmien. Tghidlu hekk?

VICTOR: Jiena... kif tghidli nghidlu.

Johrog mill-bieb tal-lemin.

VELLA: Kieku tafu kif hadli rasi, kif gieghed jiffittani... u jigini
d-dar, u jsibni fit-triq, I-uffiecju, imma — Zej w sejjer. II-
kazin... Issa hawn kien bagaghlu.

PAWLINA: Imma x'irid, Guz?

VELLA: X'irid? Iridni ntih gidi b'xejn. Dan ghandi biéca art
imgabbla ghandu bi ftit hbub. U issa sibt min ihallasni ¢ens
tajjeb biex jehodha ghall-bini. Jippretendi li ghandi nhalli-
hielu. Gie joffrili hames liri fis-sena, X'kull wahda! Jippre-
tendu li ghandek tirrofta minn butek.

PAWLINA: M’ghandniex x'inghidu, kulhadd igis kif jagbel lilu.

nanniet.
Jidhol VICTOR
VICTOR [b’dahkal: Mar ghand l-avukot.
VELLA: U jmur! Iridx imur ghand ix-xjaten... u jhallini bi kwieti,

VICTOR: Il-maarelli kemm irrabja! Aktar talla’ u nizzel! Isma’
ittendi, taf.

VELLA: Iva? Jagaw?
VICTOR: Qal jekk ma jithallasx bil-ligi, jithallas b’idejh.

"
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VELLA: Iva?

VICTCR: Qal sejjer ghand l-avukot, u jekk ma jithallasx bil-ligi
— jekk ma taghtihx soddisfazzfon il-qorti, jiehdu b'idejh.

PAWLINA: X'irid ighid biha? Ittendi, Guz, taf.

VELLA: U xi!

PAWLINA: Nies bhal dawn ma tridx iddendel kusek maghhom.

VELLA: U iva!

PAWLINA: Ittendi! Ghax angas taf kif tigi fil-ghali, Ghax ma
taghmillux garanzija?

VELLA: X'garanzija! Ma hsibtux gej ghalija?

PAWLINA: Ma tafx x’jaghmel, ikun ta’ qattaghni. Dawn mhu-
miex bhalna. Dawn, aqta’ bi¢éa minn djulek, ighid gaddisi...

VELLA: Da’ zgur, hekk sew, }igi jwerzag tnejn, jidghi tnejn, u
taghtih li jrid. Bhalek iridu,

PAWLINA: U le... u ghax...

GINA: Sewwa ged ighid il-professur.

VELLA: U mela fendili wahda favur tieghi, &in. Din haga 1i...
f'dawn l-affarijiet trid izzomm iebes. Jekk terhilhom, minn
fug rasek jieklu. Ghal xawwithom jighdu, —

PAWLINA: Dak m’hemmx ghalfein tghidu.

VELLA: — u mis-sebgha jiehdu 1-id. Tktar dawk... tara x’hawda
nehodhom malli mmur id-dar. Langas 1i ma jafux li m’ghan-
dix x'nghidlu. X’kull wahda! Jibaghtuh ghand in-nies...

PAWLINA: U kieku, b'dagshekk ma gara xejn. Iktar ghax nibZza’
i ma jmurx isibek wahdek u jaghtik xi xebgha.

VELLA.: U hallina! Mela...

GINA: Ma tafx x'jaghmlu nies bhal dawn.
PAWLINA: Qed tara? Gina bhali tahsibha,
GINA: Bniedem iddisprat tghidx x'jaghmel.

PAWLINA: Hekk hu. Oqghod attent, Guz, Kieku jien naghmillu
garanzija. Hemm int, qallek sejjer ghand l-avukat.

VELLA: Allura? Imur ghand l-avukat! Xi hsibt i se jaghmel
l-avukat? Jaghtih parir jiehu dak i mhux tieghu?

PAWLINA: Le. Imma l-injorant tghidx x’jiporetendi.
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VELLA: Billi jippretendi... iktar li ghidtli min jaf ximur ipas-
pariu lill-avukat, kif jagliblu kollox,..

PAWLINA: Uuu, jien dak li ridt nghid. Ghax dawn injoranti,
jahasra, ifehmuk il-bi¢¢a kif jagbel lilhom, jew jif jarawha

huma, u ... u...
minghandu, u —

l-avukat jogghod fuq il-hmerijiet 1i jisma"

VELLA: U mela l-avukat xi hsibtu?

GINA: Imma veru, taf. Kieku taf x’kull injorant jingala’ l-uf-
ficeju, kultant. Agta’ kif itellghuhomli, kultant. Imma Gu—

(tikkoregi ruhha malajir)

ighandu —

l-avukat, kieku taf x'pacenzja

_ VICTOR [fidhol fugha, fwissihal: Gina, ara x'ghidtlek...
GINA [finjorah]l: Veru, taf, jigi kull injorant —
VICTOR [jarga’ fidhol fughal: Gin, ara x'ghidtlek — tajjeb?

GINA: Uff!

VICTOR [b'nofs dahka, imma

nagtghuha, eh?
GINA: Imma.,..

jwisst]l: Hallik mill-uff, Se

VICTOR: M’hemmx imma, [Warae ftit] Mhemmx imma,

GINA: Imma, Victor —

VICTOR: Spiceéa,

GINA: Iv int ismaghni.

VICTOR: Nisimghek kemm
trid, imma kollu ghal xejn.

GINA: Vie, ahna m'ghand-
niex min igibilna. Missieri
mejjet. U huti zghar. Jien
bisg nista’ nahdem, u
ommi —

VICTOR: Int ma tistax issib
xoghol ma’ haddiehor?
GINA (imdejga): Int ghax ma

ssiblix int?

Fid-dialogu ta’ hawn

PAWLINA: Hemm huma! Se
jergghu jaghduha,

VELLA: X'gara?

PAWLINA: U ghax hi rasha
iebsa, ukoll. Kemm hu
fongla!

VELLA: Ighir ghall-avukat?

PAWLINA: U iva! Ghax hi
rasha iebsa ukoll, u l-ie-
hor ghajjur... kieku taf
kif idejquni meta jagbdu
din il-kantaliena!

fug djitkellmu l-erbgha fdaqgea,

VICTOR ma’ GINA u PAWLINA ma’ VELLA, Id-dja-
logar bejn l-gharajjes koncitat. It-tnejn l-ohra Vzxi
pawsi bejn battuta w ohra.
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VICTOR: Jien li kien ghalija ma tahdem ma’ hadd. Li kien
ghalija d-dar togghod.

GINA: U tigi 1-manna mis-sema.

VELLA: Miskina!

VICTOR: Allura sib post ma’ haddiehor. Jidhirlek li haga sewwa
tinghalaqg nofs ta’ nhar shih ma’ ragel wahdek? Inti —

GINA [tidho! fuqu]l: Jidhirlek 1i sewwa 1i tahseb hazin fija?
PAWLINA: U ma tarax! Mg jahsibx hazin fik...

VICTOR: Jien mhux fik nahseb hazin — fih. Ebda ragel mhu
gaddis... u inti m’intix xi tfajla bla hajr, u... ma nogoghdux

GINA: X’jien?

VICTOR: Fug ruhek bizzejjed.

GINA [mqg tafr x'tghid]l: Iva?

VICTOR: U lien — ifhimni, b'dagshekk ma 1rridx ninfama
lilek —

GINA: Le, tridx tmur...

VICTOR [jibga’ sejjer]l: — hadd ma jghidli 1i ghax-xoghol
iridek.

PAWLINA: Vie — Gina —

VICTOR [jibga’ sejjer]l: Ghadu jilhag ilbierah... X'iridha segre-

tarja!

PAWLINA: Vie —

Ma jaghtiz kazha, gisha mhix hemm. Il-giegha ged tishon:
GINA: Sinjal i komdu, sinjal 1i ghandu mnejn ihallas.
PAWLINA: Vic —

VICTOR ma jaghtiz kaz ta’ ommu, li tiddejjaq, tqum u
tagbad w tohrog ‘il barra, mil-lemin, waqt li tghid
mill-bieb lill-PROFESSUR fl-istess hin li jitkellem

VICTOR:
VICTOR: Da’ gzgur li komdu... PAWLINA: Ejja, Guz, ejja.
da’ Zgur 1i komdu... u li Hallihom, ara, hallihom.
mga kienx komdu... Imma Ghax jien...

flus ghandu, mhux xo-
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ghol. U fuq kollox min- Titlag. Wara  ftit
ghalija, l-avukati rgiel VELLA johrog warajha.
igabbdu, mhux tfajliet.

GINA: Mela biex tittajpja ittra u biex izzomm l-appuntamenti
hemm hbzonn tkun ragel?

VICTOR: Biex tittajpja ittra m’hemmzx bzonn tkun ragel, imma
l-avukati 1i geghdin ghax-xoghol u ghas-serjeta bl-irgiel
jingdew, mhux bin-nisa — hit-tfajliet.

GINA: Bhalek hilkemm ma tridx tghid li m’iniex tfajla serja!

VICTOR: Jien ma rrid nghid xejn.

GINA: U mela tibdiex kantalieni, hej, tiftahx kotba... Da’ haw,
dejjem jara x'jagla’... Jien biex nahdem immur.

VICTOR: Mur ahdem band’ohra.

GINA: Issibli int?

VICTOR: Jien li kien ghalija toaghod id-dar.

GINA: Da’ zgur.

VICTOR: Id-dar!

GINA: U agtaghhal!

VICTOR [iqum minn fejn ikun, imur quddiem GINA, u jin-
tlewa quddiemha, hekk i figi wiécu fuq wiécha. B’sebghu ma’
wiccha, iheddidha]: Illum l-ahhar 1i mort ghandu!

GINA tibga’ thares c¢ass lejh. Ma twegibzx.

VICTOR: Smajt?

Ebda twegiba.

VICTOR: Smajt?

GINA [nofs lehen]: Iva.

VICTOR [wara pawsg qasira, wiééu ma’ wiéchal: Smajt?

GINA: Iva!

VICTOR: Mhux iva. [Thedded] Ara nkun naf li tersaq darb’ohra
'l hemm...

GINA: Thm.

VICTOR: Ara x’'ged inghidlek! Fhimt? Taf kemm naf naglagh-
hom idejja, hux?

GINA: Ciss! Naraw meta se ddejjagnil...

VICTOR: Jekk dejjagtek itlag. Kemm tagta’ 1i ndum wahdi?
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Tahsibx 1i se nibkik?
GINA: Th, jlen nibkik! Lestili maktur.
VICTOR: Mela naghbiu.
GINA: U iekk int issib ohra, tghid jien m’'ghandix hila nsib
iehor?
VICTOR: Mela nagblu.
GINA: Rajtx!
Pawsa qasira.

GINA: Ma jmissekx tigi tibkili meta niggieldu, kemm inti hmar!
La ghandek hila ssib ohra!

VICTOR: Ibga’ sejra hekk! — U nurik,

GINA: Nibga’ sejra hekk! U ara x'inti tghid! X'ged naghmel jien,
min jisimghek?

VICTOR: Int taf Xinti taghme] — jien ma nafx — jien ma
nafx. Imma jien ma nhallix min ikabbarhomli., Mid-dar
ma tohrogx jekk mhux mieghi, Angas tiftah il-bieb ma
rridek—

GINA: Iss, rajtekx!

VICTOR: — angas tiftah il-bieb!

GINA: Da’ zgur, inrabbi 1-moffa.

VICTOR: Hekk irrid, hekk irrid — hekk irrid!

GINA: Ciss! Ciss!

VICTOR: U jekk ma joghgbokx —

GINA: Issa ma tarax li ged titkessah!

VICTOR: Iva, insomma, hekk irrid, nitkessah!

GINA: Titmaghni int?

Ma jwigebx.

GINA: Dagskemm ghandek minn fejn!

VICTOR [ironikul: Jien m’iniex avukat, _

GINA: Ghax ma tmurx tfittex ix-xoghol? Jien m’ghandix 'l ommi
zzommni, bhalek. Taghtini int? Dagskemm ghandek!

VICTOR: Jien m’ghandix — u int ma tehux flus aktar minghand
dak. -

GINA: Xi flus, hej? Tridx tara kif titkellem! Aghmilli pjacir...
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VICTO'R_: Naghmillek pjaéir!
GINA: U tghajjatx! Jien nahdem gieghda.
VICTOR: Xoghol iebes jaghtik l-avukat...

GINA: Int la iebes u angas artab ma taghmel Isma’, hej, kemm
se ndumu b’dil-kantaliena?

VICTOR: Angas xejn. Sa nagtghuha l-kantaliena. Ghada nigi
dritt 1-uficéju, u jekk insibek hemm [Jaghmel sinjal ta’ salib]
spitea. Ma taranix aktar b’ghajnejk. Imma qabel, inkissirlek
wictéek,

GINA: Iva, allura, ma tirragunax int? Allura ma rridx inghix?
VICTOR: Ma rridx naf, u ma rridx nisma’!

GINA: Titmaghna int, jew, u tlibbisna?

VICTOR: Qed ilibbs —? Tmur tahdem ommok, jekk trid, mhux —
GINA [tbejjinlu kliemul: Huwa tahdem hi, tibzax!

VICTOR: — tibghat lilek.

GINA: Kellhom bzonn in-nisa kollha bhalha.

VICTOR: Haga wahda nghidlek: jekk targa’ tidhol f'dak l-ufficéju
niksruha ghal dejjem. — Dak mhux ghax-xoghol iridek.

GINA: Mela ghalfejn, hej?

VICTOR: Int taf ghalfejn.

GINA [fisfidah]: Ghid!

VICTOR: Dak x’jambiha tajpista — ghadu jilhaq ilbierah?

GINA: La ghandu mnejn ihallas...

VICTOR. [jissokta ma’ kliemhal: Ighaddi Z-2mien max-xebbiet.

GINA: Agtaghha, taf! Mieghi hadd ma jghaddi Zmien — jien
ghandi lilek.

VICTOR: Dagskemm ghandu kawzi — mur ara!

GINA: Dik affari tieghu.

VICTOR: U tieghi, la int gharusa lili. Paga ta’ tajpista ghandek?

GINA: Mela t'hiex, kiesah? Ma tafx x’paga ghandi?

VICTOR: Li tghid naf, jien. B'gox liri ma tghixux erbgha min-
nies u tilbes dak 1-ilbies.

GINA: Ommi ma tahdimx ukoll? Int ma tafx 1i tahdem? [Wara
ftit, imghaddba sew] Isma’, jekk trid taghmel l-arja, sib ix-
xoghol u zzewwigni. Jew, biex inti gej?
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VICTOR: X’inhu?
GINA: X'ghandek f'rasek?
VICTOR mifzul.
GINA [dejjem izzid tishon]: X'inti tahseb?
VICTOR: Eh?
GINA: Biex inti gej? Xi trid tghid?
VICTOR: Jien naf,..
GINA: Eh?
VICTOR ma jwigebzx.
GINA: Ghid!
VICTOR: Xi tridni nghid?
GINA: Xi trid tghid? Li qed ilibbisni?
VICTOR: Jien naf! — Jien naf x'inhu jaghmel!
GINA limrieghzal: Xi tridu jaghmel?
VICTOR: Jien naf! Forsi...
GINA [bil-biki f'lehinhal: Forsi... X'inhu forsi?
VICTOR [mitlufl: Int taf!
GINA [mhix tara aktarl: Mela hsibtni ommok!

VICTOR idawrilha witcha b'dagqa ta’ harta feroéi. Tibga’
miblugha. Thares ¢ass ghal sekonda, imbaghad tin-
fexx fbikja, titlaq tigri 'l barra.

VICTOR jibga’ fejn ikun, b'idu ghadha nofsha merfugha
Imbaghad jintelaq bilgieghda, wicéu mahfun bejn
idefh. Jiehu nifsijiel qawwija, bilkemm ma jithajjarx
iwerzaq.

Wara ftit tidhol ommu  mal-PROFESSUR.

VELLA: Hemm arah fejnu.
PAWLINA: X'gara, Victor? Fejn marret Gina? Anagas sahha ma
qgalet.

VICTOR ma jwigebx.

PAWLINA: Rajt sew? Kienet ged tibki?

Jibga' ma jwigebx.

PAWLINA: Ergajtu tlewwimtu?
Ebda twegiba.
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PAWLINA: Hekk seirin, arahom, kustjoni wara Il-ohra. U
mbaghad int [lil VICTOR] dejjem tara x'taglghalha! Aqta’
kif hadilha ruhha bil-ghira... Ilibbisha l-velu ta-Torok jon-
gsu! [Tidhak.]

VELLA: U iva, nar tat-tiben, eh, Vic? Sa ghada jghaddilhom.
VICTOR: Int xi trid minn hawn?

PAWLINA uw VELLA jinhasdu.

VICTOR [ighajjat, lehnu miksur, fgat]: Xi trid? Xi trid? Trid
thallina? Mur!

PAWLINA: Victor!

VICTOR: Hallini, ma!

Jitlag mill-bieb tal-lemin. PAWLINA uw VELLA jibgghu
jharsu lejn xulrin.

PAWLINA: Da’ x’ingala’?

VELLA ma jwigebz.

VELLA [wara ftit]: Tghid?

PAWLINA [wara li taghtih harsa. ta’ mistogsijal: Uuu, ilu i
ntebah! — m’'ghadux ta’ sebghu fhalgu.

VELL/A: Da’ f'dagga wahda.

"PAWLINA: X’tahseb?

Ma jwigebz.

PAWLINA: Jien meta rajtha hierga b'dik il-herra, ghidt —

VELLA: Mhux i hsiebek thallih jindahallek fl-affarijiet tieghek?

PAWLINA [dec¢iza]: Hekk baga’ jongos!... Jien hajti jien irrid

VELLA: Hekka hagrek missieru!

PAWLINA: Haqarni nghid! X'm’ghamillix? Ma bidilnix, ghal
darba tnejn? Ma marx bi flusu ghand nisa ohra?... U minn
fug jigi lura u jballatli...

VELLA: Tghid sab min imlielu rasu?

PAWLINA: Min jaf! Tghidx le. [Ton meditatiivl] Sabni ghal
taht snienu, . [Mill-gdid ghat-ton ta’ qabell Tghidx le.
Hawn bizzejjed ghajjurin madwarna.

VELLA: Imma x'irid?

PAWILINA: [ghadha thewden fug 2ewghal: Hadnl minn taht djul
ommi biz-zibeg f’idejja...
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VELLA: Xirid? Li jordnalek hu? _

PAWLINA: Min jaf... Minn dejjem kien stramb u kapri¢éuz.
Ghad ikun it-tieni missieru.

VELLA: Eh, trobbiia hazina! Dak 1i jgib il-fsied Zejjed.

PAWLINA: U fejn naf... jekk tfissidhom mod... .

VELLA: Taghtuhom kunfidenza wisqg. Jiena tnejn ghandi, u
nhobbhom dags dawl ghajnejja. Imma d-dixxiplina trid
tkun. .

PAWLINA: U la jkunu minn gaddishom...

VELLA: Naghmlilhom gaddishom, kieku nkun jien!

PAWLINA: Taf kif inkwitani, hux? Ga gabbadni wgigh ta’ ras,

. ara.

VELLA: Imma da’ hekk, f'dagga wahda?

PAWLINA: F'dagqa...

VELLA: Qatt ma wriek xejn gabel?

PAWLINA: Le... biss, ftit ilu galli X1 haga 1i ma ghogbitnix. Kont
ged naghmel il-make-up u gie qalli biex innagaqas il-kulur.

Speéi ried ighidli — u qalli: — “Ma joghgodlokx wisq rouge,
ma... "

VELLA: H'm, bdejna nsiru rgiel. Ghax ma taghtihx dagtejn fuqg
patattu, u trazznu!

PAWLINA: Imma Kkif... Din ta’ llum gatt ma kont nistennieha.
angas f'mitt sena. Dan Kkif f'dagga wahda...? Isma’, huwa
x'gallek sewwasew?

VELLA: H'm... ma qalx wisqg...

PAWLINA: Ghax jien, emminni, bilkemm fhimt sewwa x’qal.

VELLA: Ma galx wisq — galli nitlag ’il barra. [Wara ftit] Qatt
semmielek xi hag'ohra fugi?

PAWLINA: Le... gatt.

VELLA: Qatt ma gieblek kliem fuqi?

PAWLINA: Qatt, anqas gatt. Jigifieri... fugek tkellimna, fejn
naf... haga u ohra... imma mhux hekk... gatt ma hadha kontra

tieghek... qatt ma galli xejn... Taf x’qed inghid, galtlux xi
haga Gina?

VELLA: U dik x’inhi affari taghha? e
PAWLINA: Mhux affari taghha, imma x-xitan anocas taf kif idef-



fes denbu. Ma rajtx kif telget bla kliem u bla sliem. Bilfors
tlewmu. Inti ma rajtux wicéu? Donni rajtlu d-dmugh
f'ghajnejh. ’

VBELLA: Allura?

PAWLINA: Gibux il-kliem fugna?

VELLA: Tghid int...

PAWLINA: Forsi qaltlu xi haga hi? Int taf, id-dimonju? Ih,
X'inkwiet gabbadni!

It-Tieni Xena

Fl-istudju ta’ GUZI, l-avukat, GINA bilgieghda fuq pul-
truna, GUZI bilgieghdg fug minkeb ta’ l-istess pultruna.

GINA: Ma nafx X'se naghmel. Da’aqt ma nigix aktar.

GUZI: Mela!

GINA: Le, bis-serjeta, taf, Victor ma jridnix. Ilbierah iggilidns
bl-ikrah, u jekk nibaga’ nwebbes rasi jitlagni ghal kollox —
xejn ma jrid. Dak 1i jghid jaghmlu.

GUZI: Mhux li kien!

GINA: Iss, x'int helu!

GUZI: Nizzewgek iilen.

GINA: Le, grazzi, m'ghandix bZzonnok.

GUZI: Ghadek ma fhimtx kemm inhobhok...

GINA [imdejgal: U ajmal!

GUZzI: Iva, ejja nippruvaw.

GINA: Xi trid nippruvaw? X'kull wahda! U hallini; Guz, Ejja, xi
tridni naghmel? [Tagbad se tqum.]

GUZI: Irridek tizzewwigni.

GINA: Th, mela le!

GUZI: Gina ged inghidlek bl-akbar serjeta. Mieghi ma jkun jong-
sok xejn, tkun hienja. Biss biss, ma tkunx mahqura bl-ghira
kif ged jigrilek ma’ Victor. U ma jkun jongsok xejn. M’hemmx
ghalfejn inghidlek. Taf kif nistmak issa — ahseb u ara kieku
tkun marti. [Imellsilhg wiccha.) :



GINA: Ghada!l
GUZI: Iva int ahsibha ftit!
&INA: U xi tridni nahseb? La ma nhobbokx...
GUZI: Jekk ma thobbnix, ghallangas tirrispettani, Mhux hekk?
GINA: Bir-rispett ma naghmlu xejn.
tnejn. Jien lilek irrid.

Jagbadha minn drieghha. Tingibed Iure minnu, imma
mhux wisq.
aUzI [jibga’ sejjerl: Ma tarax kif jlen mignun warajk. Ma jim-
purtax billi ma thobbnix, basta thalli lili nhobhbok.

GINA tagbadilu drieghu kif itkun ged imellisha, u tmiss
il-buttuni tad-deheb li jkolly mal-pulzieri,

GUZI: Ihm?... Meta sa tiddecidi?

GINA: Kemm ghandi grazzja maghhom!

GUzI: Ma tahsibhiex, ghid?

GINA: Puh, kemm int kattiv! Tihomli! Aqgta’ kemm int kattiv!

GUzI: Mhux ga ghidtlek —

GINA: Ha' naghmilhom imsielet... Kattiv...

aUzI: Kemm int kiesha — ghax ged tghidli hekk? Jiena gatt
¢hadtek minn xi haga? Imma dawk rikordju ta’ ommi —
mhux ga ghidtlek — ma nistax naghtihomlok.

GINA: U tihomili, puh! Kemm hadt grazzia maghhom!

GUzI: Le, Gina, dawn le.

GINA: Qalbek hazina — agta’ kemm int galbek haZina! Basta
tehid 1i thobbni.

&GUZI: Inhobbok? Mignun ghalik! Trid temminni?

GINA: Ma tantx int mignun... Basta tghid ghal Victor.

GUzI: Ghax qed titkellem hekk, Gina?

GINA: Dagsu interessat.

GUZI: U hallina — se thallatni ma’ dak. Mhux —

GINA: Tihomli, hi.

&UZI: Dawn le. Int ma tafx 1i kulma titlobni naghtik —

GINA: Taghtini — il-gamar fil-bir, imma. Kieku naghmilhom
imsielet. :
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GUzZi: Gin...

GINA: Ikunu jogoghduli! Hux, ma jkunux sbieh?

GUZI: Min hu sabih kollox joghgodlu. )

GINA: Iva, kiesah.., kieku kliem ghandek. Ha’ nara — aqlagh-
hom ftit.

GUZI: Gina, le, Ghalfejn?

GINA: U ha' narahom biss — ha’ narahom ma’ widnejja.

VICTOR: Kieku naghmlu safra twila...

GINA: Forsi ghad immorru.., Gib!

Kif titkellem tohrog mill-boréa mera ighir.

GUZI [rassenjat, waqt Ii jaqle’ wahdq mill-buttuni, © jaghtihiel-
hal: Issa kieku jiena se nhallik titlobni — jien ninventa
x'naghtik... Tahseb li niehu gost ni¢hadlek xi haga?

GINA taghmilha ma’ widintha, 1 tara fil-mera.

GINA: Ih! Qed tara kemm tixraqli! Hux tixragli? Hi, Guz, 'ti-
homli. [Titfessidlu] Inkella —

GUzZI: Gina —

GINA: — inkella zgur ma nigix izjed!

GUZI: Iva, ara...

GINA: Ma rridx naf. ‘Tihomli.

GUzI: Ismaghni —

GINA: Le [Bi fsied] Tihieli 1-ohra, hi. [Tnewwel idha, miftuha
u tistennag bi tbissima. Taf 1i ¢ibitu fein riedel.]

GUZI: U x'nghidilha lix-xiha? Kienet tathomli hi, meta —

GINA: Ghidilha 1i tlifthom. .

GUZI: Mela dawn affarijiet 1i jintilfu — it-tnejn f'daqga?

GINA: U ajma, x'int kiesah! Kemm se ggibha bi kbira. Hi, Guz,
tihieli.

Minghajr kliem, GUZI jaqld’ I-buttuna l-ohra, u jaghti-
hielha.

GINA [waqgt i GUZI jkun jaqla’ 1-bultuna mill-pulzier]: Zgur
m’ghandekx hila ssib skuza. [Malli jkollha l-buttuna l-ohra
fidhal Issa tara kemm jigu shieh! [Ferhana, tmur quddiem
l-iskrivanija, tqieghed il-merg ma’ xi kotba, if2omm il-but-
tuni ma’ widnejha, wahda fkull id, u tipprova targ fil-mera,

milwija tnejn. Imma ma tistax targ tajjeb, u ddur fug GUZI,
bil-mera fidha.] Zommhieli, ha nara.



GUZI jzommilha l-merag, bla ma jqum.

GINA Twaqt li tara fil-mergl: Sbieh, eh?... Hux kemm jog-
cghduli?

GUZzI: Dak deheb antik.

GINA: Malli nitlag minn hawn nibga’ sejra dritt ghand l-argen-
tier, xbin.

GUZI:- Issa Victor x’ighidlek, meta jarahom f'widnejk?

GINA: Xi tridu jghid? Nghidlu li sibthom.

GUZI: Se jemmnek — dawk hwelijeg 1i ssibhom?

GINA: Ikollu jemmen. [B'refgha ta’ kitfejha, wara ftitl] Ma
tistax issibhom f'kaxxa?

GUZI: U jekk igaghlek tehodhom 1-ghassa?

GINA: Mela x’jaghmel! Dak x'inhi affarih? Igaghalni dak!

Sadattant, GUZI raga’ qed imellisha. GINA tqieghed il-
buttuni fil-borza. GUZI jbusilha idha. Jahbat se
jbusha fuq fommha, tigaflu ftit, ibusha fuqg mohha.
GINA, bierda, thallih,

&UzZI: Kemm inhobbok! Kemm inhobbok, Gina!  X'naghmel
kieku ma narakx aktar? Imgar dawn is-saghtein ta’ kuljum,
kuntent. Aghmilni rsir tieghek, Gina, kuntent... Hallini nagh-
millek hajtek hienja.

GINA: Ma jistax ikun, Guz. Xi trid taghmel? La lhaqt habbejt il
dak il-broxk.

GUZI: Li kienet tisthogglu mhabbtek, ghallangas.

GINA: Minn dagshekk m’hemmx paragun bejnek u bejnu. Inti
tistmani hafna ahjar. Mieghek insib xorti, Kkieku...
imma...

GUZI: Mhux ghax nistmak ahjar biss. Mieghi xejn ma jkun jong-
sok. Vietor x'jista’ jaghtik? Int stess tghid li qatt ma hadem
f'ghomru. X'int tittama, allura? Xi skola jaf? Igaddek tis-
tenna, . U mbaghad, kif tridu jzommok? Imbaghad int! —
thobb tilbes, trid tixxala, trid il-karozza...

GUZI ghadu b’idejh ma’ kitfejha. Issa GINA tinhall minn
idejh.

GINA: U iva, nghaddi minghajrhom.

GUZI: Ma tghaddix. Isma’ minni. Gina, ghax jien fhimtu n-na-
tural tieghek. Int ma tistax tghaddi minghajr lussu, Gina. Int
hekk maghguna... imtajra. Int thobb il-frugha,
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GINA: Iss, prosit! U hallina!

GUZI: Hekk hu, Gina. Jien gharaftek,

GINA: U int trid ikollok mara mtajra?

GUZI: Jien irrid lilek — irridek kif int — irridek b'ghajnejja
miftuha. Int trid wiehed li jaghtik kulma tixtieq galbek, i
jzommok fuq l-idejn, kif irrid naghmel jien, inkella thati.

GINA: Jien anki b’hobz u ilma nghaddi — basta jkolli 1 Victor.

GUzI: Aktar ma tkun kelb, aktar tkun ixxurtjat fid-dinja. Tfajla
sabiha bhalek, int jixraglek titgadded ma’ dak?

GINA [b’nofs dahkal: Imoadded int, mhux Victor!

GUzI: Min qallek. ..

GINA: Imgadded sabih!

GUzI: Mhux ged nghidlek 1i Vietor imgadded. Qed mnghidlek 1i se
jqadded lilek bil-ghira u l-buri tieghu, u bil-ghaks 1 jitfghek
fin malli tizzewgu.

GINA: Basta jkolli lilu.

GUZI lighajjebl: Lilu rrid u lilu niehu.

GINA: Hekk hu.

GUZI: Imbaghad, meta jibda l-ghawg, taghtl fug sidrek. Imba-
ghad ikun tard.

GINA: Mhux jien inbati...

GUZI: Belha!

Skiet,

GUzI: Ahsibha sew, belha l'int, u bil-ghaqal.

GINA: Xi tridni nahseb?

GUZI: Jiena naf b'nisa 1i ghamlu bhalek, ma gisux dak i jisi
wara, u b'mod jew iehor kolltha batew — jekk mg spitéawx
hazin, ukoll,

GINA: Issa la lhaqt habbejtu, ghalxejn tghidli. Xein u xejn ma
jifridni minnu. Ma ggilidniex kemm-il darba? Mhux dejjem
ghalih ergajt wagajt?

GUZT: Xbejba bhalek taga’ ghal —

GINA: U hu waqga’ ghalija. [Tagbad tidhak.] Kieku jismaghna
Victor x’ahna nghidu, jagtghalna rasna t-tnejn.

GUZI: Ma jagtghalna xejn!
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GINA: Iva! — ghadek ma tafx kemm hu feroci! Ma, jrid xegn jigi
u jwahhalli daqtein quddiemek talll m’obdejtx minnu u geji
hawn.

&UZI: Hekk baga’ jongos, jarfa’ jdejh fugek.

&INA: Se jiddardar! Ilbierah wahhalli dagga ta’ harta!

GUZI: U int togghedlu!

GINA: La nhobbu!

GUzI- Jahseb li ghadna nghixu fl-gherien,

&INA: Mhux jien nahti? Ma jridnix nigj hawn. U li kont nirris-
pettah tassew, ma kontx nigi. Imma, kif inghidlu — jien
ghandi bzonn nahdem. Jaghtini hu, u nodghod id-dar.

GUzI: Xi tridu jaghtik?

GINA: Ghalhekk. La m’ghandux minn fejn jaghtini hu, 1k0111
nahdem. U mhux mieghek biss ma jridnix, taf — ghalkemm
ghalik ghandu ghira spe¢jali, lilek ma jahmlekx pingut!

GUZI: Dak ghax jaf li ghandek gibda lejja.

GINA: Ih, kieku taf! — Angas ma’ haddiehor, taf, Xejn — asso-
lutament ma. jridnix nohrog mid-dar jekk ma nkunx mieghu.

GUZI: Imissu jzommok fil-but.

GINA: Tahsibx. Li kien jista' .

&UzZI: Gina, ogghod fuq kliemi — se tbati mieghu. Ing magh-
mula mohh ir-rih, ghandek natural ferriehi, thobb il- hajja, a
dak izommok bhal mumm?a. Ilibbsek fardal — imagatta’ — 2
jhallik fil-ke¢ina tgaxxar il-patata. Jew issewwilu 1-kalzetti.
Jekk ma jibaghtekx tahdem.

GINA: Kuntenta. Basta ghalih.

&UZI: Il-poezija sabiha ghalissa. Halli tibda l-proza.

GINA [tgum bilwieqfal: Halll nahseb, ghax sar il-hin.

GUZI: Ghad m*humiex is-sitta.

GINA: Th! Nieges ghaxra.

GUZI: Ghad m’ghamilna xejn.

GINA: Mhux int, togghod titkellem fil-vojt.

GUZI: Kemm tkun imghaggla biex titlag!

GINA: Allura, la sar il-hin. U jekk ma nigix ghada —

GU2ZI: Kif, ma tigix?

GINA: Jekk ma jhallinix...
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GUZI: Ma jhallikx...?

GINA: Mhux hu jikkmanda? Jekk narah, taf, ghax, jekk ma
jigix hu, ma mmurx jien, M'iniex se naga’ ghalih. Kemm
ghajjartu lbierah...

GUzI: X'ghidtlu?

GINA: Kulma gieni f'ilsieni.

GUzI: Kellu bzonn jiehu ghalih!

GINA: Huwa ha, tibZax. Faggaghli dagga ta’ harta — ¢lagq!
GUzI: Ma jisthix?

GINA: Kien haggni.

GUZI: Tahseb li ghandu jarfa’ idejh fugek?

GINA [tarfa’ spallithal: La kien haqgni... weggajtu b'ommu.
GUZI: Mhux il-verita?

GINA: Iddispjac¢ieni wara. Imma dags Kkif tilifni mid-dinja!
GUZI: Iva x’qallek, mela?

GINA: U =xejn — hmerijiet ta’ rasu. Imma ghandu habta
jitilffek mid-dinja — imbaghad, kif joagtlok, meta jrid
tghaddi tieghu bilfors...

GUZI: Uinti dekor tieghek 1i tidhol hemm gew? Jien ma
nafx kif thallik ommok  meta ikun hemm l-iehor, im-
baghad. Angas haagq 1 forsi titcappas bdak 1i jghidu
fughom.

GINA: Jien ghal Victor immaur.

GUzI: U Victor iwahhallek bil-harta.

GINA: Meta jkun haqgqni... [Tidhak.]

GUZI: Mhux raguni. Dak irid igibek fejn irid hu. Igibek 1i
angas tazzarda tarfa’ ghajnejk mill-art. Tapit taht sagajh
jaghmlek.

GINA [bi tbissima, forsi biex tinkil: U noaghodlu. La nhobbu...

GUZI: Imma kemm hawn min hu xxurtjat. Jien nixtieq naghtik
1-ilma jizfen u ma tridx taf bija — u dak iZebilhek, isawtek,
ghal bZonn jibdlek — .

GINA [tagtaghlu kliemu, tmidd sewg passi 'l barral: U agtaghha!
Kemm ghandek ghalih bl-ikrah.

GUZI: M’'ghandix ragun?
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GINA: Ghaliex? Ghax hadlek 1ili? Hawn tant tfajliet sbieh!
GUZzI: Ghax hadli lilek, u ghax jistmak Kkif iistmak. [Pawsa.]
Tfajliet sbhieh hawn kemm trid, immg dak ma jghoddx.
Jien lilek inhobb.
GINA [bdahkal: X'taghti n felles minnu?
GUZI: X'ma naghtix, trid tghid. — Allura issa miggildin?
GINA: U kif!
GUzI: Fihsiebek targa’ tkellmu?
GINA: Jekk jaga’ hu...
GUzZI: U jekk ma jagax?
Mq twegibz.
GUzI: Eh?
GINA: U fejn naf ., Kemm sar hin!
GUzI: Fihsiebek taga’ int?
GINA: Mela!
GUZI: Mhux li kien jitilgek!
GINA: Minnek se jisma’! U kieku stess, ara ma tahsebx li, kieku
niggieled ma’® Victor bis-sod, se nithaijjar ghalik!
GUZI: U ej, kemm tarani ikrah!
GINA: U angas... Mela jien irrid xih!
GUzZI: Mela jien xih?
GINA: U mela x'int? Ghalija xih, Sahha, Guz. [Tielga.]
GUzI: Kemm ma tahmilnix! U jien tant inhobbok!
Jahbat se jghannagha. Titgicéalu. Jahtfilhg drieghha.
Jibga' ©'id wahda f’idejh it-tnejn.
GINA [b'dahka ¢ajtieral: Hallini.
GUzI: Kif sraqtli qalbi! Minn tak dak is-seher fghajnejk?
Li kienet taf ommok kemm se nbati jien —
GINA [kif tagla’ idha minn bejn idejh]: Kienet tarmini, nahseb...
Tatd! Ghada fit-tlieta...
Titlag.
GINA [kif tghib, b'dahka cajtieral: Caw!
F’'dagqa wahda, id-dahka tinbidel fghajta ta’ “Ajmal
ajma'!” Hekk kif GUZI jitlag digri lejn 1il-bieb,
tidhol tigri GINA, idha ma wiécha, tibki. Ghal
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ftit ma jdidhluxr fuq zulzrin. Wara GINA jidhol
jigri VICTOR. GUZI jiommu, :

GUZzI: Ej!

VICTOR ma jaghtix kazu, imma jieqgaf, imghaddeb.
VICTOR [lil GINA, ihedded]: M'ghidtlekx, jien, ma tigix hawn?
GINA: Int min int? Lilek min jafek, lilek?

VICTOR [jahbat se jersag lejn GINA]: Ma tafnix 1ili?

GUZI [i2ommul: Mhux hekk...

GINA: Jien biex nahdem nigi hawn. Ghidlu int, dott, ghax dak
min jaf x'jahseb. [Ghadha toghrok wiccha.l

VICTOR: Ma jimpurtanix!

GINA: Se jigi jballat, hawn, xi hsibtni! [Tmiss il-warrani to’
rasha.] Ahh, Habbatli rasi mal-hajt bid-dagga 1i tani. [Tibki.]
Ahh!

GUZI: Mhux hekk... ‘

VICTOR: Jien m’ghidtlekx ma tersagx ’'il hawn? +

GINA: Ahjar ghalik x’ghidtli. U jien — u jien i rrid naghmel. U
m’intix se tikkmandani int!

VICTOR: Jien lill-gharusa tieghi iien nikkmandaha, ghax jien -—

GINA [{agtaghlu kliemul: Min gallek li jien l-gharusa tieghek?

VICTOR: Eh, iva? M’ghadekx l-gharusa tieghi?

GINA: Kont xi darba... kont belha... U mur, ja salvagg!
[Tghajiat, ghadha ged tibkil Ja salvagg! U mur... Lili gejt
taghmel 1-ghassa? Lili?

VICTOR: Lilek — ghax minghalija kont l-gharusg tieghi.

GINA: Minghalik, imma. Gej iballat, hej. X'haseb? — Ma—
U mur, u hallini!

VICTOR: Jien ghidtlek...

GINA: Ma tafx kemm ghandi min ihobbni!

VICTOR: Mela ibza’ ghalihom, taf — jagbillek.

GINA: Gej jaghmel 1-ghassa!

VICTOR [wara fLit]: Gina, gejja?

Ma twegbux.

VICTOR: Gina...

Tpoggi bilgieghda.



VICTOR: Gina, ma nargax inghidlek.
GINA [tgholli spallitha]l: Mela ghadek hawn?
VICTOR [warg ftit]l: Gina, jien ma nitlobx hniena.

Tohrog mera mill-borza, u tagbad tifli wiéccha. VICTOR
jitlaq ’il barra.

it-Tielet Xena

Fid-dar @’ PAWLINA. L-istess bhall-ewwel rena. Ghad-
diet xi gimgha. Filghazija, dalam. Il-bieb tal-vetrata miftuh.
Bozza mizghula fuq il-kancell.

PAWLINA, VICTOR u VELLA. VICTOR imghaddab

sewwa,

VICTOR: Ma, ara x'ged inghidlek, ghax taghli!
VELLA: Fejn tahseb li wasalt biex thedded lil ommok, int?

VICTOR: M’iniex inheddidha, u lilek hadd ma aabbzek! Min
baghat ghalik?

VELLA: Tkunx pastaz! Din id-dar t'ommok, mhux tieghek —
ma jidhirlekx 1 ged tabbuza mit-tjubija taghha? Jien
gleghed hawn bona grazzja taghha. U ged nitkellem ghax
nirrispettaha.

VICTOR: Li kont tirrispettaha... kont.., kont... [nofsu §ibki] ma
kontx tistmaha... hekk.

PAWLINA © I-PROFESSUR jinhasdu. PAWLINA tingaras.
VICTOR innifsu donnu jindehex bi kliemu. Jibgghu
itharsu t-tlieta lejn xulrin.

VELLA [se¢ fl-ahhar]: Victor — ibni — hemm hwejjeg i ma
tasal qatt biex tifhem qgabel ma ggarrab hafna mrar. Meta
nkunu ghadna zghar, il-hzajja — narawha — hekk, mod iehor,
narawha b’¢ertu idealizmu 1i forsi ma jhalliniex nittransigu.
Imma,... meta tibda tifhem u tapporezza ahjar, ma tongosx
mill-karita Nisranija — kieku c¢ertu kliem taisu qabel tghidu.

VICTOR: cCertu kliem, jekk ma jdoggx ghal widnejk — tista’
— Tkellimx lil min ma jkellmekx.

VELLA: Ara ma tahsibx 1i jien ghandi pjac¢ir inkellem lilek.
Imma lil ommok ma tinsultahiex quddiemi.



22

VICTOR: Ghandek ragun, ghax int tirrispettaha hafna.

VELLA: Aktar milli tahseb int! Ghad tkun taf kemm nirris-
pettaha 1 ommok.

VICTOR [ironikul: Meta nikber, hux? Meta naghmel l-ghaqal.

VELLA: Meta titghallem liema hu r-rispett 1 l-iben ghandu
j&lb il ommu —

VICTOR: Fihsiebek tghallimnij int?

VELLA: — 1i I-manjieri hziena huma dnub kontra l-karita.

VICTOR: Mistaghgbin kemm taghti ezempji sbieh bil-kliem.

VELLA; Ma jidhirlekx li ged ittawwal ilsienek izzejjed?

VICTOR: Min, jien? Jien ga ghidtlek 1i m'ghandix pjaéir nit-
kellem mieghek.

PAWLINA: Vie...

VELLA: Li kont flok ommok jien, kont nurik...

VICTOR: Imma m'intix ommi! U lili m'ghandekx ghalfejn
tkellimni, ghax m’ghandix pjaéir inkellmek.

PAWINA: Victor! Hallina ftit, Guz Ha nkellmu jien, trid? Hu
pacenzja. Stenna ftit fil-gnien.

VELLA: Bilkemm ta’ min jafdak mieghu.

© VICTOR: Tista’ tafdani m'ommi — mieghek ahjar ma jaf-
dawnix.

PAWLINA: Hallina ftit wahedna, Guz. Jimporta?

VELLA: Iva.

Johrog fil-gnien.

PAWILINA : Victor, ged tindahal fein ma jesghakx.

VICTOR: Jesaghni, ma. U ged nindahal bi dritt, ghax int ommi.

PAWLINA: Ommok — mhux martek, jew bintek. Ghadek Zghir
biex tindahal f'dawn l-affarijiet.

VICTOR: Tghallimt, ma, tghallimt. M'ghadnix Zghir wisq a8
ipproponejtli 1i nizzewweg. U jekk ridtni nizzewweg lil
Gina, insieha. Gina spitcat — u taf ghaliex? Ghax ghajritni
bik meta wagaftilha. ; ;

PAWLINA [milquta]l: U dak ighaddi, Vic. Vie, ismaghni. Guze
ilu hafna jixtieq jizzewwigni, imma ma jistax imhabba
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wliedu, ghax dawk imkabbrin dags ix-xjafek, u jidhrilhom
1i jien m’iniex tajba bizzejjed ghalihom.

VICTOR: Li kien tassew... ihobbok [minn {aht 1-art, ghoqla
fgerzumiu]l — ma kienx jaghti kaz ta’ dak I1i jidhrilhom
uliedu.

PAWLINA: Mhux billi tghid int, ibni. Hutu sabu x’ighidu wkoll.
VICTOR: Ahjar ghalihom! ’
PAWLINA: U taf 1i wliedu t-tnejn kbar, xebbiet it-tnejn.
VICTOR: B'dagshekk?

PAWLINA: Dagskemm huma mkabbra. Kif tridni nghix
maghhom?

VICTOR: Din mhix raguni. Ma jistax ikun 1i tkompli f'din il--
hajja, mal!

PAWLINA [trid teqta’]l: Dan il-kliem kien ikun jista’ jghiduli
missierek li kien ghadu haj — avolia hagarni kemm felah
— imma mhux int, taf!

VICTOR: Issa hawn jien flok missieri.
PAWLINA: Bdeina nilhqu — huwa dagsu ged iggibli x'niekol!
VICTOR: Mhemmx ghalfejn tniggez, ma.
PAWLINA: Jien mhux ged inniggzek, imma taf, hux, Vic, minn
fejn jigi s-sold 1i ghandna?
VICTOR [mortifikat]: Naf.
PAWLINA: Taf, hux?
Ma jwigebe.
PAWLINA: Taf 1i iil Guze ftit ilu keééejtu minn daru, mhux
minn darek — ghax il-kera hu jhallsu?
VICTOR [iddispral]l: Ma jimpurtanix.
PAWLINA: Kif — ma jimpurtakx?
VICTOR: Ma jimpurtanix.
PAWLINA: Victor, isma’, jehtieg naraw x'naghmlu. Ma nistghux
nibgghu sejrin f’din il-hajja.
VICTOR: Sewwa qed tghid.
Jisktu. Jibgghu lejn xulxin.

PAWLINA: Isma’, Vie, hares, l-ewwel irvinali hajti missierek.
Ara issa ma tippruvax int, taf. Ghax m’ghadnix naghga...
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biex jekk hemm min ged iimliek ghalija —

VICTOR [jidhol fughal: Hadd mhu jimlieni.

PAWLINA: — biex jekk hemm min ged jimliek ghalija, jarga’
jahsibha, Jekk hawn min ged ighir —

VICTOR: Min qed ighir?

PAWILINA: Ma nafx. [Pagwsa qgasird.] Imma jekk hemm xi
hadd ged taghmel bih il-ghira, se jibga’ f'wicéu, Ghax hadd
mhu se jordnali hajti, angas int. Batejt biZZejjed fhajti.
Tkiddejt bizzejjed. Bkejt bizzejjed. Issa fl-ahhar ged nara
ftit tal-hena, ged inghix bhan-nies...

VICTOR: Bhan-nies! Liema nies?

PAWLINA: Victor, bizzejjed!

VICTOR: Liema nies?

PAWLINA: Victor, bizzejjed! Victor, sikket ilsienek! Ghalxejn
gallek — kemm int ilsienek velenuz!

VICTOR [kwazi jitlobhal: Ma, jien il-veritd ged inghidlek. Dak
li nisma’. Nahrab min-nies jien, ma!

PAWLINA [¢inika]: Tahrab xejn min-nies. Hadd mhu —

VICTOR: Nahrab, ghax kull kelma tniggez, anki jekk —

PAWLINA: Hadd mhu ahjar minn hadd.

VICTOR: — ma jeghiduhiex ghalija, inhossha f'galbi. Malli
jsemmu xi haga... [jieqaf]... inhoss fawra f'witti — jekk
ma jintebhux biia, u jagtghu l1-kliem!

PAWLINA: In-nies l-istess tghid dugek, tista’ tkun Il-akbar
gaddisa.

VICTOR: Jeghmzu lil xulxin, u jiegfu. [Jolfoq.] Ghax ghandi
nahrab min-nies jien, imhabba fik? [Pawse, PAWLINA
mifrula.] Taf 1i int] fridtni minn Gina? Taf 1i mhabba fik?
Allura int fik biss tahseb? Toaghodx issemmili flus, taf. Ghax
jien nghaddi b’kollox, u barra fug targa norood ukoll

PAWLINA [fisbel]l: Vie, wasalna ghal fatti, milli ged nara.

VICTOR: Ghandu jkun...

PAWLINA: Ghandu jkun, Vic? Iva, Vic? [Decéita.] Mela,
ismaghni. Int orqod fejn trid — hux fua targa ghidt? — u
int kul i trid... imma jien li batejt batejt. Irqadt biZiejjed
fug sodod iebsa, u kilt hobg iebes biZZejjed. Allg, wahdu jaf
x'garrabt jien, u mniex ghaddejt. Ogghod Zgur li minn
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sidri velenu reddajtek mhux halib —

VICTOR: Mank mitt!

PAWLINA: Mank mitna t-tnejn! U hlisna!... Imma la bgajna
hajjin, m'iniex se nindifen gabel il-waqt. U ismaghni — u
— ifhimni, Vie. Jekk ma joghgbokx —

VICTOR: Iva, ma, nitlag.

PAWLINA: Hallini nitkellem. M’'ghidtlekx itlag. Imma ghidtlek
hallini nghix. Hallini nghix! Tippretendix sagrifiééji min-
ghandi — jekk m’intix lest biex taghmilhom int.

VICTOR: X'sagrificéii huma?

PAWLINA: Sagrificéjl, dva, sagrificéji. Ghax int tais l-interessi
tieghek biss. — Tithem? Tieghek biss!

VICTOR: Iva.

PAWLINA: Tieghek biss! Tridni naaqta’,. mhux ghax giek xi
skruplu, taf, imma ghax hekk jagbillek —

VICTOR [aggressiv]: Ival

PAWLINA [fibga’ Sejral: — ghax ma tridx min ihammarlek
wictek — ghax... qed tibza’ i Gina ma tehdokx — dik gaddisa
ohra, dik! Ghax qged tahseb ghal rasek biss — biss! Minni
titmellah, u...

\ﬂl‘CTpr: Iva, ma, ghal rasi ged nahseb, hekk hu. U int qed
tahseb ghal rasek... U, ara X'ged inghidlek, ma! Kif nghid
jien isir!

PAWLINA: Da’ zgur!

VICTOR [jibga’ sejjer bla ma jiegaf]l: Ma jidholx f'darna —
f'darek [mifrull darb’ohra!

PAWLINA: Tisthajlekx ragel?

VICTOR: Nahilfu fug missieri!

Jitlag ’l barra mill-bieb tax-rellug.

PAWLINA [hekk kif ikun hiereg]l: Forsi tala’ minn gqiegh

1-infern, missierek, biex igaghlek tkompli xoghlu! ;

Tintelaq fuq pultruna u tizher. VELLA, li kien jissemma,
u deher jittewwal ta’ kultant, jarga’ jittawwal, jara
lil PAWLINA wahedha, u jidhol hdejha.

VELLA: Kif bgajtu?
PAWLINA: U kif tridna nibgghu? Li kien jista’ jtini fug wicei!
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VELLA: Ibnek, Pawl, ghandu d-dnub ta’ I-ingratitudni, jippre-
tendi, donnu bi dritt, 1i haddiehor jissagrifika ruhu ghalih.

PAWLINA : Li kieku jista’, itini fug wicei...

VELLA: Isma’, Pawlina, jekk mhux fihsiechbek tkellmu iebes,
jekk m’ghandekx hila tqgieghdu f'postu mill-ewwel, se nagbhdu
kantaliena i ma tispicéa qgatt.

hu!
VELLA: Ghandu lsienu kattiv.

PAWLINA: Immutani.
VELLA: Jiena smajt xi haga meta ghollejtu lehenkom. Ghandek

tghid, jahasra, il-bnedmin klieb ghal xulxin, u l-mohgrija

u l-inkejja jikbru, u l-egoizmu.,. U da’ bliema ardir ikellem
lil ommu b’dak il-mod?

PAWLINA: Jien naf!... Fejn wasalna!

VELLA: Trobbija hazina, dik hi! Dan kif jindahal fejn ma
jesghux! Irrid nara lil uliedi jiehdu dik il-lala mieghi!
Nahraglu 1sienu kont, li kont jien. Da’ mnejn sa fejn! Da’
kif tippermettilu? )

PAWILINA: X’'nibda naghmel jien?

VELLA: X'tibda taghmel! Kieku jien naghtih dagga ta’ harta...
Da’ kollu 1-fsied igibu... ged tara kif thassruhom 1il ulied-
kom? Kellu bzonn kien ibni, biex nurik kemm itawwal
ilsienu!

PAWLINA [warg ftit]: Tridx tmur, Guz, ghal-lum.,. ahjar...

VELLA [jahsibhal: Kif trid... imma se jkun aghar jekk mibdew
inéedu.

PAWLINA: U le...

VIELLA: Aghmel int.

PAWLINA : Forsi jibred...

VELLA: Forsi jibred! Mela se nogoghdu ghall-biered u ghas-
shun tieghu, ahna!

PAWLINA: Inti mur, ghal-lum, Guz... taghmilli favur. Ghandi
tahwid f'mohhi! Rasi trid tingasam! Jekk ma tagbadnix
puplesija llum..,

Tgum. Tagbad timzi lejn il-bieb tal-vetrata. VELLA jagbad
il-kappell, u jibdg miexi warajha. Imma jieqaj qabel
jaslu fil-bieb.
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VELLA: Imma jien din ma nogghodx ghaliha, taf, din li nitke¢¢a
1 barra, gisni kont xi zerbinott namrat. U min ged ikeéc¢ini
hej? Tl-papa!l

PAWLINA: Hu pacenzja!

VELLA: Pacenzja... patenzja. Kemm se ddum dil-patenzja?
Isma’, da’ ghax ma jizzewwigx? Ilu bizzejjed gharus.

PAWLINA: Ilu gharus sentejn, kieku. Imma, ghadu halib ommu
fi snienu — ghoxrin sena kull ma ghandu.

VELLA: Hawn min ghandu ingas u jizzewweg.

PAWLINA: Jien ta’ sbatax zewgitni ommi — imma ara x'hadt.

VELLA: Iva, imm’int—

PAWLINA: Ara x’hadt...

VELLA: Thallatx ruhek mieghu.

PAWILINA: U biex tridu jizzewweg? Mela gatt hadem! M’ilix
aghidlek biex issiblu impieg?

VELLA: Huwa ghalkemm tghid? Jien dan l-impieg minfejn
tridni nsibhulu?

PAWILINA: Possibbli m'ghandekx xi habib? Xi kelma ma tistax
tghaddilu?

VELLA: Xi kelma... ma nafx... skond... Qabe] xejn irid ikun
kapaéi hu, Xi skola iaf?

PAWLINA: Uuuu, it-tifel mhux aghar minn haddiehor... Ara
x'taghmel, Guz, aqta’ Kif isserrahli mohhi, kieku... Kieku
nagbad u ngaghlu jiZzzewweg, u jkollu biex jedha...

VELLA: Kieku int tajjeb ged tghid, imma taf 1 1lum ghal kull
ghadma hawn mitt kelb. Kelma tiswa, kollox sew, imma
mhix bizzejjed. Ghax imgar jekk wiehed igabbdu jahdem,
jekk ma jkunx kapaci ghax-xoghol ma jrid xejn isib ruhu
minbarra kemm ili nghidlek. U mbaghad? U xi dagsxejn ta’
ezami dejjem irld ikun hemm,.. Kemm ilu li hareg mill-
jskola? — Ilu mhux hazin.

PAWLINA: L-iskola 2ghir telagha. L-iskola qatt ma ried jaf
pbiha...

VELLA: Tara?

PAWLINA: U jien angas ma kelli minfejn inhallaslu...

VELLA: Kieku taha ghax-xoghol ghallangas...

PAWLINA: Mela, anqas fl-ilma mbierek ma jbillhg idu...
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VELLA: U ma jaf jaghmel xejn.... ghax gatt ma ghamel xejn,
hux hekk?

PAWLINA: Le, gatt m’ghamel xejn.

VELLA: Basta jaghmel l-aria! [Warg ftit] Ara li tigaflu, taf!
Ara 1i ma thallihx jindahallek!

PAWLINA : Igibli hu biex inghix... w biex ighix hu...

VELLA: U lancas kieku. Iridx ihammarlek wiééek ukoll! Imma
dan x’irid? X'jippretendi? Fejn haseb 1li se jasal?
PAWILINA: Jien naf!
VELLA: Fejn haseb li se jasal?
PAWLINA: Hu jaf!
PAWLINA u VELLA daru lejn il-bieb tal-enirata ma’ |
l-ahhar tliet battuti jew erbgha, u VICTOR jitfaééa

fil-bieb tax-zellug ble ma jindunaw bikh. Xhin |
jismaghhom jitkellmu fuqu, jieqaf jissemma.

VELLA, sadattant, miexi lejn il-bieb. PAWLINA warajh,
bla ma twiegeb, VELLA jieqaf fil-bieb,

PAWLINA [timidal: Iridek tizzewwigni.
VELLA [jishon]: Iridni! X’baga’ issa? Baga’ x'jordnalna?

PAWLINA: Uuuu... li kien possibbli... kien iserrah mohhu kul-
hadd. :

VELLA: Pawlina, ma nergghux naaghbduha.
PAWLINA [rassenjatal: Inti taf...

VELLA: Ma nergghux nibdew. Fissirtlek elf darba ghaliex ma
jistax ikun. Din mhix bi¢¢a li tiddependi minni.

PAWLINA: Le, Guz, tghidx hekk. Jiena, kif taf int, ma nisfur-
zakx — inhalli fidejk, imma (fitlob]l Kkieku trid, minnek
jiddependi, ghax, wara kollox, uliedek m’ghandhomx —

VELLA [iwissiha]: Pawlina, ma nergghux naqbduha!
PAWLINA: Imma, Guz, allura —

VELLA : Uff!

PAWILINA: Imma, Guz, allura... Guz —

VELLA: Dan ma tafx li kollu ghal xein?

PAWLINA: Inti hadt fastidju ghax ibni ndahal, u safrattant
uliedek ilhom jindahlu sa mill-ghada 1i tfajt ghajnejk fuqi.




VELLA: Hemm modi kif wiehed jindahal.

PAWLINA: U iva, jista’ jkun li Victor esagera, ma nghidx —

VELLA: Xi ftit!

PAWLINA: Jekk nigu ghal dan, hemm ir-raguni, ukoll, ghala
wiehed jindahal. Heqq, dak li jrid ibni —

VELLA: Kulhadd ghandu r-ragunijiet tieghu, u jiena ghandi
tieghi.

PAWLINA: Safrattant, ma fridx tiksirha ma’ wliedek.

VELLA: KXieku jgibu ruhhom kif gab ruhu ibnek, niksirha
maghhom, tibZzax, u bl-ikrah, u ma nahsibhiex darbtejn.

PAWLINA: Hallina... ged iggib hafna skuzi—

VELLA: Pawlina! Xi skuzi huma? Jien catt ma illuzingajtek.
Ghidtlek ma jistax ikun — u ma jistax ikun. Kont hsibtek
insejtha dil-kantaliena, Se ggaghalni nghidlek, allurg — ze
ggaghalni nghidlek taghzel bejnu u bejni. [Xhin jarehae tit-
garras] Naf li dan ma joghgbokx, imma jlen din l-istorja
ma naralthiex tmiem. Ara lil min trid hawn gew, jew jien
jew ibnek.

PAWLINA: U issa, ma tarax, Guz...

VELLA: Se jkollok taghzel.

PAWLINA: Ghaliex oged iggibha bi kbira hekk?

VELLA: Taghzel trid. [Jieqaf jistenna twegiba. Melg ma
twegibx] Ghax jien ma nhalli 'l hadd icabbadni 1-bieb
darbtein — angas darba, madankollu.

PAWLINA: U issa ma tarax, Guz, nista’ nkeééi 1il ibni, jien?

VELLA: Tajjeb. Jien m'ghidtlekx keééih — nohrog jien.

Jagbad hiereg 'l barra. PAWLINA dikment tagbdu minn
idu, i22ommau.

PAWLINA: Guz!

Jaghmel is-sahha, jipprove jingala’ minn idejha. I¢edi.
Fdagqa wahda jagbadha minn dirghaiha. Jintlewa
fuqha.

VELLA: Kieku taf kemm inhobbok! Il-mewt biss tifridni
minnek!

Jigbidha °1 gewwa, u jitbewsy. VICTOR jaghti dagqa ta’
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ponn iddisprata fuq mohhu, idur lura bil-herra,
jitlaq jigri 'l gewwa mir-xellug.

PAWLINA: Hu pacenzja, Guz, ghada naraw.

Johorgu fil-gnien. Jibgghu sejrin bla ma jitkellmu sai-
kancell, fein jieqfu.

VELLA: Aghmel int, imma jien xejn ma toghgobni din I nhallin
ikeééini.

PAWLINA: U ma tarax... ikecdéik... Hekk baca’ jongos. Imma
ghal-lejla ahjar twarrab, la wahhal f'rasu... Issa narga’
nkellmu, forsi nirrangaw kollox bil-kwiet, Kieku —

VELLA: Bil-kwiet ma taghmel xejn mieghu, issa, la hallejtu
jirkbek. y

PAWLINA: Bil-kwiet wiehed jirranga kollox.

VELLA: Ma nafx.

PAWLINA: Int hallini naghmel jien, Guz.

VELLA: Ma nafx...

PAWLINA: Hu pacenzja ghal-lejla. U tehodhiex Woffiza.
Sakemm inehhi 1-fellus 1i dahallu f'rasu.

VELLA: Inti taf,

Jitfacca VICTOR, xoffteih marsusa ma’ xrulxin, ghajnejh
c¢assi. Id wahda, il-lemenija, fil-but tal-glekk. Jibqa’
hiereg fil-gnien b'pass imghaggel u deéiz, kwazi bil-
giria.

Ara fejnu. Hiereg, ghandu jkun.

PAWLINA [lil VICTOR, li baqa’ sejjer dritt lein il-kancell]l:
Fejn sejjer?

VICTOR jieqaf quddiem VELLA, jipponta pistola.

VELLA: Le! le!

PAWLINA: Victor!

zewg tiri, w VELLA jistabat ma’ l-art.

PAWLINA [fwer2iga, imbaghad]: Madonna! X'ghamilt! Qtiltu!
Madonna! [Tinzel gharkubbiejha Rdejn VELLA, iécaqalgul

.‘ Guz! Guz! Qum, Guz, kellimni! [Taghti fuq wiccha, tizher.]
X’ghamilt, ibni, x’ehamiit! Madonna tal-hniena, ghinni int!
VICTOR: M’ghidtlekx jien... i taghli?



IT-TIENI ATT

L-istess zena ta qabel, fid-dar ta’ PAWLINA, xi siegha
wara I-grajja ta’ l-ewwel att.
PAWLINA uw I-ISPETTUR. Il-marq ecéitata u hosbiena.

PAWLINA: X'biécéa gratli! X'bicca gratli!

SPETTUR: Sinjura, jahasra, gqed nitilfu 2mien prezzjuz, u
m’ahna se naslu mkien. Jehtieg 1i tghinni. Ikkalma ftit, u
ghidli x’gara.

PAWLINA: Ma nistax. Ma nista’ niftakar xejn., F'mohhi bahh
ghandl. X'xokk hadt! Ara x'roghda ghandi fuai! [Turik
idejha.]

SPETTUR [bla sabar]: Jien naghdrek, sinjura, imma xi trid
taghmel?! Ejja, sinjura. Aghmel sforz. Ara, meta sparawlu,
ghidtli li kont mieghu, hux hekk?

PAWLINA : Tva.

SPETTUR: Kont mieghu.

PAWLINA: Iva. Mort inwasslu sal-bieb tal-gnien.

SPETTUR: Kien hawn, hux hekk? Minn ghandek kien hiereg?

PAWLINA: Da’ zgur, m'ghidtlekx®...

SPETTUR: Iva, ghidtli. Issa...

PAWLINA: Eh?

SPFETTUR: Wassaltu sar-rixtellu, u..,

PAWLINA [mifrulal: ... u...

SPETTUR: X'gara mhbaghad?

PAWLINA: Wagafna nitkellmu.

SHETTUR: Iva. X'aktar?

PAWLINA: ...Bgajna ftit hemm.

SPFETTUR: Iva?

PAWLINA: Imbaghad. gie ragel ihaffef lejna — waogaf quddiem
Gu — il-professur — u sparalu. [Tibki.] Il-professur in-
xtehet ¢omb ma’' (~art u r-ragel telaq jigri. 2Zewg tiri



gibidlu... jien ghadt inwerzaq u nseijah l-afjut... u t-tifel
gie jigri biex jara x'gara, u bghattu ghalikom.

SPETTUR: U lir-ragel ma raitlux wi¢éu?

PAWLINA: Le.

Jidhol is-SUPRINTENDENT tlas-C.I.D. L-ISPETTUR u
PAWLINA jieqfu jharsu lejh.

SUPRINTENDENT: Komplu, komplu — kompli, spettur.

SPETTUR: Wié¢ ir-rage] ma rajtux allura?

PAWLINA: Le.

SPETTUR: Mela, ikollok tagharfu ma tagharfux?...

PAWLINA: Le... ghax jien ma bsortx... ma tajtx kaz. U mbaghad
telag jigri.

SPETTUR: Min kien ihares lejh, jigifieri lejn in-naha minn
fejn gie hu — int jew il-professur?

PAWLINA: Ji... jien.

SPETTUR: Minn liema naha gie?

PAWLINA: Min-naha... halli nara... min-nahga tal-lemin -—
iva, min-naha ta’ fug. Ghax jien 'l hemm kont inhares.

SUPRINTENDENT: Allura l-professur kellu dahru lejh?

PAWLINA: Iva. Imbaghad, kif dar, ippuntalu l-arma ma’ sidru,
u sparalu. [Wara pawsa gasiral Ma tahx ¢ans.

SPETTUR: Rajt x’kien liebes?

PATWLINA: Heqq... la tajieb u angas hazin.

SUPRINTENDENT: Ma tistax taghtina deskrizzioni ahjar?
Tibies tax-xoghol, nghidu ahna? Glekk kellu fugu?

PAWLINA: Tibies ta’ kuljum. Iva, ilbies ta’ ragel tax-xoghol —
taf int kif jilbsu — mhux ilbies ta’ sinjur.

SPFETTUR: Kien bil-glekk?

PAWLINA [tahsibha kemkemm]: Iva.

SPETTUR: Twil jew gasir?

PAWLINA: Qasir — mhux gasir hafna...

SFETTUR: Timaht xi haga speéjali fih Ii lagtitek?

PAWLINA [indec¢izal: Le... le.

SPETTUR: X'eta kellu? Bejn wiehed u iehor...
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PAWLINA: Jien ftit rajtu, ghax gie fugna ghal gharrieda — u
kien id-dlam, imma —

SPETTUR: Ma kellekx barra mixghul? Il-bozza ta’ fugq il-kancell
mhux mixghula kienet?

pAWLINA: Iva... imma... meta wasal fugna ma kienx hemm
¢ans, U hu mid-dlam gle. Heqq, jiena ma kontx nistennieh
gej fugna... fejn tobsor?

SUPRINTENDENT: Allura, xi kemm tghidilna 1 kellu? 7

PAWLINA [tahsibhal: Tkolli nghid, xi... ma kienx Zghir. Imma
ma rajtux tajjeb.

SUPRENTENDENT: U iva. Imma tahseb 1i ma kienx zaghzugh

PAWLINA: Iva, imma nahseb, taf, ghax —

SPETTUR: Kieku kellek targa’ tarah quddiemek, ma tagharfux?

PAWLINA: Ma nemminx... le, le.

SPETTUR [wara ftit]: Hares, sinjura, il-professur kien ilu
hawn?

PAWLINA: Xj saghtejn...

SUPRINTENDENT: Sinjura, se naghmillek mistogsija Tftit
delikata. Inti... x'kienu r-relazzjoniiiet tieghek mal-
professur?

PAWLINA: Kif? X'relazzjonijiet?

SUPRINTENDENT: Kellek relazzjonijiet... intimi?

PAWLINA: Eh?

SUPRINTENDENT: Intimi?

PAWLINA [mifrula]l: Konna hbieb hafna.

SUPRINTENDENT: Ifhimni, sinjura, X'relazzjonijiet kellkom
bejnietkom?

PAWLINA: Da’ x'ghandu x’jagsam? SkuZani, imma x’inhi affari
tieghek?

SUPRINTENDENT: Jekk jidhirlek hekk! Hares, sinjura, ahna
ma gejniex hawn ghall-kurzita, jew biex noffenduk, jew...
Ghandna dmir x’nagdu. Da’ kaz serju. Trid u ma tridx, se
jkollok tiehu parti importanti inti f'dan il-kaz. U lilna kollox
jiswielna. L-i¢ken taghrif jista’ jkun ta’ importanza kbira.
Imma int ghandek id-dritt 1i ma twegibx ghall-mistoqgsijiet
tieghi, ghalkemm... jien ma Qqed nakkuzak b’xejn.
M’ghandekx ghalfejn tibza’.
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PAWLINA: Jien m’ghandix x'nahbi, Imma...

SUPRINTENDENT: M’ghandniex x'inghidu, din 1-affari anti-
patka ghalik. Imma xi trid taghmel, 1a gew sabuh hawn?
Ara, sinjura, trid tghidilna x’kien ged jaghmel hawn?

PATWLINA: Xi tridu jaghmel?

SUPRINTENDENT: Jien ged nistagsik.

PAWILLINA [titniehed, toghrok wiccha b'idejhal: Alla hanin!
Dawn il-mistogsijiet kollha! Ghax... ghax... jien ninfixel.
SUFPRINTENDENT: Ma kontux geghdin titlewmu, ghal 1i jista’

jkun?

PAWLINA: Ilum? Le! Il-lejla? Qabel hareg? Ma tarax! Infridna -
ta’ l-agwa hbieb, jahasra. Irrid inghid, mort inwassiu sai-
bieb. Mhux ged tissuspetta fina, hux, x'wahdadin? Konna
l-agwa hbieb, hbieb antiki. Spiss kien jigi hawn flghaxija,
miskin. Kemm kien ragel tajjeb! [Tahbat se tibki.] Qatt ma
ghamel hsara, imgar lil dubbiena, miskin, zgur!

SUPRINTENDENT: Ghal 1i jista’ jkun — ma kellekx taghtih xI
flus, hux?

PAWLINA. [b'ton offiz]: Le!

SUFRINTENDENT: Ma tafx ghamilx xi testment?

PAWLINA: Mela lili se jogghod ighidli... x'inhi affari tieghi?
Mela fina qed twahhal, bs-sod?

SUPRINTENDENT: B’dagshekk m’iniex inwahhal fikom, Allura
ma tafx kienx hallielek xi haga?

PAWLINA: Lili x'ridtu jhallili? M’ghandux 'l uliedu? Isma’, taf
xi haga i ma nafx jien, jagaw? Ghax jien nehodlok gura-
ment, nahliflek, nehodlok €If gurament li ma nafx li
hallieli xi haga... imbaghad, dan ghax ghandu jhallili?

SUFPRINTENDENT: Dan l-ahhar kontu tingiebu?

PAWLINA: Konna l-akbar hbieb. Angas biss naf 1i gatt tlew-
wimna.

SUPRINTENDENT: Ma kellkomx xi tghidu?

FPAWLINA: Le!

Is-Suprintendent jieqaj jahseb, iqum, imur jittawwal
mit-tieqa. Wara jftit idur lejn PAWLINA.

SUFRINTENDENT: Qatt kellek ghax tghir?

PAWILINA : Le.




sUPRINTENDENT: ... bidlek, jew xi haga?...

PAWILINA: Le.

SPETTUR: Ma tafx kellux xi ghedewwa?

PAWLINA: Sa fejn naf jien... le... Ma nafx, imbaghad, heqq...

SUPRINTENDENT: Ma tafx kellux x'ighid ma’ xi hadd? Feijn
naf jien, X'inkwiet?

PAWLINA: Le... ma nafx... ocatt ma semmlieli xejn. — Stenna,
stennal... stenna... ma nafx, madankollu...

SUPRINTENDENT: Ghid... x’inhu?

PAWLINA: Qed niftakar...

SPETTUR: X’'inhu?

PAWLINA: Ghax qed niftakar... Ii xi haga semma. [Wara ftit]
Halli niftakar, ghax mohhi... ghandi tahwid f'mohhi...
semma Xi haga. Kien hemm ibni, ukoll, u I-gharusa tieghu.
Mhux semma, anzi — kien ¢ie hawn. Kien gie wiehed
gabillott — min hu ma nafx, ghax ibni kellmu, niftakar.
Sejhuluy, ighidilkom hu...

SUPRINTENDENT: Hallih ghalissa, Imbaghad inkellmuh, Kemm
ilu dan?

PAWLINA: Kemm ilu? Gimgha? Xi gimgha. Kien gie wiehed
gabillott. Ga ghidtlek, min bu ma nafx, imma naf i ried
ikellem lill-professur sensaltru, gal, fug xi gbiela, jew xi
art... ma nafx sewwa — naf 1i ried ikellem lill-professur, a
I-professur ma riedx ikellmu, u gal lil ibni 1 jekk ma jehux
li ried bis-sewwsa jiehdu bid-dnewwa.

SUPRINTENDENT: Min? Il-gabillott —

PAWLINA: Iva, da’ zgur.

SUPRINTENDENT: Da’ zgur. Allura dan ghandek gie?

PAWLINA: Iva.

SUPRINTENDENT: Gie jfittxu hawnhekk?

PAWILINA: Iva. Baghtuh uliedu, qal.

SPETTUR: Uliedu? Ulied il-professur,..

SUPRINTENDENT [lill-ISPETTUR]: Iva, Spettur, nafuhom. Zewg
xebbiet  ghandu, hux? ([II-mistogsija  jindirizzaha il
PAWLINA.]

PAWLINA [LlI-ISPETTUR]: Iva. [Tibga’ sejra, lis-SUPRIN-
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TENDENT] Iva, zewg xebbiet — kellu biex jiftahar! Imkab-
brin dags il-mnieghel.

SUPRINTENDENT [fil-pront]: Ma kontx tingieb maghhom?

PAWLINA [fintebah bl-i¢ball]l: Le. Jigifieri... irrid nghid,
insomma, ma kellhomx grazzja mieghi. Imma missierhom
dejjem giebli rispett kbir — gid biss nista’ nghid fih. Ghal-
xejn kienu jimlewh...

SUPRINTENDENT: Qatt ried jitilgek?

PAWLINA: Le, le. X'riedu jibaghtuh warajh?

SUPRINTENDENT: Li ma sabux hawn, kien isibu band’ohra...

PAWLINA: Safrattant heddu, hedded 1i jekk ma jihux sodis-
fazzjon hil-ligi, jiehdu b’idejh.

SUPRINTENDENT: U dan lil min galu?

PAWLINA : Lit-tifel. Tistghu tistagsuh. [Wara ftit] Imma, isma’,
b'dan kollu jien ma rridx nghid i hu kien. M’'iniex inghid
i —

SUPRINTENDENT: Da’ zgur.

PAWLINA: Ghax jlena kuxjenza wahda ghandi.

SUPRINTENDENT: Iva, iva. U meta —

PAWILINA: Ma mmurx ingib 1lil xi hadd fil-ghali bla htija.

SUPRINTENDENT: U meta kien dan?

PAWLINA: Ghidtlek. Xi gimgha ilu... Qed inghidilkom li heddu
ghax hekk hu — u ma kontx wahdi. Kien hawn ibniu
l-gharusa tieghu. Imma —

SUFRINTENDENT: It-tifel gharus?

PAWLINA: Iva.

SUPRINTENDENT : L-gharusa kienet hawn illum?

PAWLINA: Le, ma kinetx hawn,

SUPRINTENDENT: Ma kinetx hawn waot 1-inc¢ident?

PAWLINA: Le, illum ma kienet hawn xejn. Dak in-nhar l-ahhar
1i kienet hawn.

SUPRINTENDENT': Meta?

PAWLINA: Dak in-nhar li gie l1-gabillott.

SPETTUR: Ma gietx aktar — minn dak in-nhar?

PAWLINA: Le, ghax bhalissa mlewmin.

SUPRINTENDENT: Imlewmin.,, fugiex?
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PAWLINA [ma fehmitx ghalier ghamlilha din il-mistogsijal:
Thm?

SUPRINTENDENT: Fugiex tlewmu?

PAWLINA Nghid jien...?

Is-Suprintendent jaghmel Vidy sinjal ta’ nuqgas ta’
sabar.

PAWLINA: U iva, fuq haga ta’ xejn... ta’ tfal i huma... ghax ma
jridhiex tmur tizfen... ghandi t-tifel ftit ghajjur.

SUPRINTENDENT: Ghajjur?

PAWLINA: Hu ftit ghajjur.

SUPRINTENDENT: Ghajjur iblah?

PAWLINA [ged tintebah Ui qalet xi hada li ahjar ma galetxr]:
Ghaliex? X'ghandu x’jagsam?

SUPRINTENDENT [ged jitilghulul: Iva, irrispondini!

PAWLINA: It-tifel u l-gharusa x’ghandhom x’jagsmu?

SUPRINTENDENT: Ghall-bzonn xejn,., u nahseb li xejn. Imma
ghid — ibnek ghaijur ghall-gharusa tieghu?

PAWLINA: Imma x’ghandu x’jagsam? Mela ibni — mhux ged —

SUPRINTENDENT: Ma tridx tirrispondini? .

PAWLINA [bejn haltejn]: Mhux ma rridg... jien m’ghandix
x'nahbi. [Tlaglag] Heqq, li hu ghajjur... ghajjur.

SUPRINTENDENT: Ghajjur hafna?

PAWLINA [maghfusal: U jien naf, issa... fejn naf... hafna u

ftit... 1i jehir ghaliha, iva, nghidlek. Wara kollox, mhux
haga naturali? Ghandu tfajla sabiha...

SUPRINTENDENT: Min hi?

SPETTUR [qabel tilhaqg twiegeb PAWLINA]: Nafha, sir. Nahseb
li tafha wkoll int. Mhux is-segretarja ta’ 1-avukat —

PAWLINA: Iva.

SUPRINTENDENT: Ihm, fejn konna? Fejn konna? Halli nara...
SPETTUR: Kienet qed tghidilna fua il-gabillot.
SUPRINTENDENT: Eh, iva. X'iktar?

PAWLINA: Eh?

SUPRINTENDENT: X’iktar?

PAWLINA: Xiktar? Jien fejn naf! Hadtuli rasi. [Se tagbad
tibki.] Jien mohhi bhalissa...
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SUPRINTENDENT: Ghandek ragun, sinjura. ®all nipprova
infakkrek. Ara, int ghidtilna 1i... li l-gabillott hedded 1ill-
Professur Vella.

PAWILINA: Verament mhux lilu hedded.

SUPRINTENDENT: Kif, mhux Iilu?

PAWLINA: Lilu, imma... kif tghid... kif qed nithawwad... ghax
~— mhux hu kellmu.

SPETTUR: Trid tghid mhux lilu kellem... nahseb,

PAWLINA: Iva,.. lit-tifel tieghi kellem.

SUPRINTENDENT: U iva... Imma t-tehdida ghall-professur
kienet. Kif ghidtha int?... Jekk mhux bis-sewwa, bid-
dnewwa...

PAWLINA: Iva, hekk hu. Jien ma nafx il-kliem preciz, imma
t-tifel nahseb —

SUPRINTENDENT: Allura dal-kliem ma qalux gquddiemkom
it-tlieta? _ .

PAWLINA: Le — lit-tifel galu — lit-tife] wahdu. Ghax hu baga’
barra — imma mbaghad Victor galilna x’qal-

SUPRINTENDENT: Eh, iva. Issa — l-ewwel, xhin wagqaftek
jien, kont se tghid xi haga.

PAWLINA: Emminni, sinjur, li mohhi mhux hawn. Jien naf
x’kont se nghid... Fugiex?

SUPRINTENDENT [ihokk rasu]: Ha nipprova ngibek fiha, ara.
Kont ged tghid fug il-gabillott...

PAWILINA (tipprova tiftakar]: Iva...

SUPRINTENDENT: Ghidtilna 1 hedded  Ilill-professur, u
mbaghad... imma mbaghad ghidt xi haga... ghidt, min-
ghalija, li ghidtilna hekk ghax hekk hu, u mbaghad waqaft.

PAWLINA [wara i tahseb ftit]l: Eh, iva! Iva... kont se nghid
1i... 1 jien dan biss, inghid — 1i sahan u hedded — imma
mill-bgija ma nista’ nghid xejn aktar. Ma nahlefx i hu kien
li sparalu. Ga ghidtilkom — U jien dak il-waqt, l-ewwelnett
ma kontx nistennieh — fejn qatt tobsor! — u mbaghad
inhblajt.

SUPRINTENDENT: Ir-ragel minn fejn gie? Mill-ghelieqi jew

mit-trig? :

PAWLINA: Heqq, sa fejn naf jien... meta wasal hdejna mit-
triq kien gej.
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SUPRINTENDENT: U meta telaq ’il fejn gibed?

PAWLINA: Ma nafx... ma nafx, ghax jien twerwirt, u ma kellix
mohhi fih, imbaghad, xhin rait 'lill-professur minxur ma’
1-art. ‘

SPETTUR: U ma tafx ’il fejn mar?

SUPRINTENDENT: Ma tistax tghid gasamx it-trig? Jew darx
e«

PAWILINA: Le. :

SUPRINTENDENT: Kollox sew, sinjura. Ghalissa biZzejjed.
Ara, stenna hemm gew, ghalissa. [Juriha I-kamra tax-
xellug. Jifthilha [-bieb. Tohrog. Jaghlaq warajha.l

SUPRINTENDENT: X’'jidhirlek?

SPETTUR.: Tissuspetta fiha?

SUPRINTENDENT: Motivi ma jidherx 1i ghandha, imma...
[Jieqaj jahseb, wara ftit] bia ma ninfamaha... l-art tidher
... fertili, in-naha t"hemm.

SPETTUR: L-affari tat-testment...

SUPRINTENDENT: Jekk halla. [Jahseb.l] Anzi, motivi... aktarx
kellha ghax tibza’ ghalih!

SFETTUR: Hekka nittfitu, nahseb, xi ftit.

SUPRINTENDENT [jaghti harsqg ..mal-kamral: Ghamlitha
l-bejta. Hares. Hawn barra jghidu U raw ragel jigri
fl-ghelieqi. Bejn wiehed u iehor fil-hin 1i gara l-kaz.

SPETTUR: Tghid? Min qal?

SUPRINTENDENT : Sibna zewgt itfal. X’hin kont barra, l-ewwel.
Kellimthom — gibhomli s-surgent. Hallejthom f’idejh.
Ghidtlu jehodhom l-ghassa. Qalu li lemhu ragel jigri u jit-
bieghed fl-ghelieqi.

SPETTUR: Ma nistkantax, sir, li wiehed jisma’ tir u jigri.

SUPRINTENDENT: Kieku int kont titlaq tigri? [Adkiarz cajta.l

SPETTUR [b'dahkal: Jekk ma nkunx duty... Jjekk ma nsibx
fejn nahbi rasi.

SUPRINTENDENT: Bghatt ghan-nies biex inghassu Il-ghelieqi.
Ma tafx kif... Malli jisbah naghmilu tAttxija. Mill-isptar
ighidu 1i jibzghu 1i l1-professur m’ghandux wisq hajja. Kellu
bZzonn jitkellem gabel imut.

SPETTUR: Kieku bahrin ahna... X’éans hemm?
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SUPRINTENDENT: cCans zghir hafna. Maghdur sewwa.

SPETTUR: Ghadu ma tkellimx, sir?

SUPRINTENDENT: Baqa' mitluf, Uliedu fihom iridu jwahhlu.

SPETTUR: F'min? F'dawn?

SUPRINTENDENT: Iva, imma... reazzjoni naturali, Spe¢ifikn
ma. jistehu jghidulna xejn. Issa naraw x'ifaagas, U semmewli
wkoll 1i missierhom kellu xi ftit ta’ I-inkwiet ma’ gabillott —
fuq xi art, Qalu li missierhom qalilhnom 1i heddu.

SFETTUR: Mela hawn nagbilu.

SUPRINTENDENT [jaghmel sinjal ta’ iva brasul: Il-hmerija
1i ma jafux min hu.

SPETTUR: Ma jafux?

SUPRINTENDENT: Missierhom galilhom bil-bi¢¢a — imma ma
galilhomx fugiex, u angas ma semmielhom ismu. Mg tantx
kien jaghtihom  soddisfazzjon fug in-negozju tieghu.
Ippruvajt nagbad ma’ l-avukat tieghu — forsi hemm xi haga
tal-gorti fin-nofs — xi sgumbrament, min jaf? — u nagbdu xi
tarf. Imma ma sibtu mkien. Hallejtlu risvosta biex icempilli
malli jasal id-dar.

SPETTUR: Mhux ghax haga kbira.

SUPRINTENDENT: Angas xXejn. Bniedem iddisprat ma tafx
x’jaghmel. U —

SPETTUR: Imma —

SUPRINTENDENT: — jagbel kieku mad-deskrizzjoni taghha...
prima facie.

SPETTUR: Imma jien inhoss x'ighidli —

SUPRINTENDENT [jidhol fugu]l: Trid xi haga minn hawn?...

SPETTUR: Dik il-mara ma... tikkonvinéinix.

SUPRINTENDENT: Jista’ jkun ix-xokk 1 ghandha fugha...
imma ma mmerikx, taf.,. Biss, din tar-ragel jigri... Ghadu
kmieni ghall-konkluzjonijiet, imma d-deskrizzjoni 1li tatnsa
tagbel mad-dehra ta’ gabillott, u wliedu jghidu 1i kellu xi kus-
tjoni ma gabillott, u ghandna tnejn —

SPETTUR: Iva —

SUPRINTENDENT: — 1i jghidu i raw wiehed jigri fl-ghelieqi
fil-hin tal-kaz Inti, sadattant, tridx inkellmu ’t-tifel. [Imur
lejn il-bieb tal-lemin, jifthu.] Ejja ftit hawn, trid?
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Jidhol VICTOR.

SUPRINTENDENT [kif jaghlaq il-bieb]: Allura, x’taf int?

VICTOR lkalm ii-zejjed, bilkemm ma tghidx 1i nehha xi piz
minn fuq mohhul: Jiena ftit naf. Jien kont £'kamarti.
emajt zewg tiri,"u l-mama bdiet tghajjat u ssejiah l-ajjut.
Li ma smajtx lilha tghajiat bilkemm kont naghti kaz.
Hrigt nigri barra, u sibt lill-professur minn tulu ma’ l-art
kollu dmija. Il-mamé galtli li kien svaralu wiched ragel, u
jien gejt nigri 1-ghassa biex nirrapporta.

SUPRINTENDENT: Intom missejtuh?

VICTOR: Xi ftit... mhux bilfors... Da’' 2zgur. Ghax hu KkKien
wicéu °l isfel, u dawwarnieh wi¢cu 1 fug.

SUPRINTENDENT: Ma tajtx xi dagga t'ghajn ma’ l-art?

VICTOR: Le. Sibtu xi haga?

SUPRINTENDENT: Le, ghad. Il-professur ma qalx xi haga?

VICTOR: Le, angas kelma, Angas hoss.

SUPRINTENDENT: Ippruvajtu terfghuh?

VICTOR: Iva — imma ma flahniehx, u l-mama galtli ahjar nigi
l-ghassa naghmel rapport — ahjar ma ngangluhx ghax
nistrapazzawh. Ghax bzajna...

STUPRINTENDENT: Jigifieri, rasu bagghet lejn l-istess naha,
1-istess direzzjoni kif waqa’...

VICTOR: Iva, 1 gewwa — lejn il-bieb, Kien mitlug fuq it-targa,
nofsu barra u nofsu gewwa... rasu 'l gewwa.

SUPRINTENDENT: Isma’, kellu Xinkwiet il-professur? Qatt
tajt kaz?

VICTOR: Ma nafx, Le, sa fejn naf jien, le.

SUPRINTENDENT: Il-mama qatt ma semmietlek xejn?

VICTOR: Le. Lilek galtlek xi haga?

SUPRINTENDENT: Allura inti ma rajtux lir-ragel?

VICTOR: Liema ragel?

SUPRINTENDENT: Dak li... sparalu.

VICTOR: Le.

SUPRINTENDENT: Ommok — il-mama — ma qaltlekx kif kien,
jew min kien?

VICTOR: Min kien? Jekk langas hi ma tafu... Qaltli 1l kien
maghmul gasir, u liebes ftit... hekk. . ta’ kafkaf.
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SUPRINTENDENT: Inti lill-professur —

VICTOR [jagta’ kliem is-SUPRINTENDENT]: Eh, galtli 1i ma
kienx zghir.

SUPRINTENDENT: Tajjeb, flares_ Inti lill-professur kont tafu
sewwa? -

VICTOR: Kont nafu, da’ zgur.

SUPRINTENDENT: Da’ zgur... Kellek kunfidenza mieghu?

VICTOR: Eh?

SUPRINTENDENT: Kellek kunfidenza mieghu?

VICTOR: U hekk... aktar il-mamé! Heqq, kunfidenzag ma nistax
inghid 1i kelli.

SUPRINTENDENT: Qatt semmielek' i kellu xi ghedewwa. Jew,
fejn naf...

VICTOR: Le. [Wara ftit] Le... u daw’ affarijiet 1i se jghid 1l?

SUPRINTENDENT: U inti kont f'kamartek?

VICTOR: Iva.

SUPRINTENDENT: Fejn tigi kamartek, fug?

VICTOR: Iva.

SUFRINTENDENT: Fiha tiega ghal barra?

VICTOR: Iva.

SUPRINTENDENT: Taghti ghat-trig?

VICTOR: Ehe.

GUPRINTENDENT: Ma smajthomx jitkellmu lilu u lill-mama?

VICTOR:; Le.

SUPRINTENDENT: Ma tafx x'kienu jghidu?...

VICTOR: Le — jien kont fuq.

SPETTUR: Kieku tlewmu kont tismaghhom?

VICTOR: Skond...

SPETTUR: Kieku ghollew lehenhoms?

VICTOR: Skond... Jien ma smajt xein. [Wara 7tit] Xieku
ghollew lehenhom nahseb li kont nismaghhom.

Skiet. Icempel it-telefon. Iwiegeb is-SUPRINTENDENT,
li jkun l-aktar fil-qrib.

SUPRINTENDENT: Iva... min hemm? Ghidli, jien is-Suprin-

tendent. — Iva?! Imma — [B'soddisfazzjon] Eh! Xq —
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stenna![Jaghmel sinjal lil VICTOR biex johrog mill-kamra.
VICTOR ikun sejier lejn in-naha fein itkun hemm ommu.
Is-SUPRINTENDENT jaghmillu sinjal biex jiegaf, u jmur
fil-kamra l-oftra.]l Le, mhux hemm! [Fit-telefon] Mhux
lilek — stenna. [Lil VICTOR, waqt li jurih il-kamrg lax-
rellug]l Hemhekk — hallina ftit.

VICTOR jobdi. L-ISPETTUR jaghlaqlu I-bieb waraih.

SUPRINTENDENT ([fit-telefon]: Ghidli, issa... Ihm... Tva...
iva, en!... iva, en! Tajjeb... Le... le, ara, ibga’ sejjer il-
headquarters — ahna gejjin hemm. [Igieghed it-telefon
fpostu. Lill-ISPETTUR] Il-Professur Vella miet.

SPETTUR: Prosit! :

SUPRINTENDENT: Imma gie f'sensih, u lahag tkellem...

SPETTUR: Iva!

SUPRINTENDENT: Qal i dak sparalu. - [Juri lejn il-kamra fejn
hemm VICTOR.]

SPETTUR: Hux!

SUFRINTENDENT: Xi haga hekk kont nistenna, Hu hsiebhom.
Arrestahom it-tnejn. Ommu qed tahbi.

SPETTUR: Bla dubju.

SUPRINTENDENT: Jiena mill-ewwel tatni l-impressjoni...
Arrestahom it-tnejn. Ibghathomli 1-headquarters. Inti hu
hsieb hawnhekk. Fittxu sewwa. Ara li ma jirfislek hadd ‘il
hawn gew. b

SPETTUR: [Qva, sir.

SUPRINTENDENT: Ara ma jitkellmux ma’ xulxin!

. Jitlag.

IT-TIENT XENA

L-istess xena, imma l-arlogg wieqaf. Jumejn ward.
PAWLINA, VICTOR, GUZI u GINA. L-ewwel Inejn
imhawda u mhassba. PAWLINA minghajr make-up.
I2-2ebgha bdiet tmurilha minn ma’ 2xagharha. Imhabbla.
~ Xjiehet f'daqqa.
PAWLINA: Kemm hu ikrah il-habs! [Wara ftit] Kemm hu




ikrah il-habs! X’misthija! Kemm bkejt! Andgas nohlom ma
rrid! [Tibki.] Kif jaghmlu s-snin hemm gew, X'wahdadin
-— u ma jmutux? Siegha ohra, u nigfennen kont! [Tibki.]
Imma da’ kif? Jagbdu u jarrestawk — u. tkun innocenti!
X’jitmellhu billi jtebbghulek giehek...u jgibuk f'halg in-
nies... Billi m’ghandniex min jobghodna! Imma jien
ingeghedhom! Tara nithallasx! Ghad-danni nfittixhom —

GUZI [ibejnilha kliemhal: I1-ligi taghna ma taghtix danni bhal
dawn, sinjura.

PAWLINA: Kif, allura jaghmlu 1i jridu — jaghmlu 1 jridu bik
— u — u — Tajjeb hekk, hej! Jitfghuk f'giegh ta’ habs
ghal xejn b'xejn, ma’ hafna manigoldi — u — u — x'wahda-
din! Xwahdadin! [Attakk isteriku, taghli juq wiécha,
tolfog.] X’'misthija! X’ghajb! Kif! U tghidli 1i ma nista’
naghmlilhom xejn? Ma nistax infittixhom?

GUZI: Ma tistax tfittex lill-pulizija ghad-danni.

PAWLINA: Jafu jaghmluhom il-ligijiet! Imma dan Kkif, jarres-
tawna — minghajr provi! Dan kif jaghdu u jissuspettaw
f'dak 1i jkun? B’liema dritt?.

GUzZI: Kif, b’liema dritt? Minghajr provi? Mela nsejt x'gal il-
professur Vella gabel miet?

VICTOR: L-istqarrija tieghu wahdu kontra taghna t-tnejn
X'tiswa?

GUzI: Ghamilha in articulo mortis — 1-ahhar kelma qabel mar
guddiem Alla. Tinsiex x'gawwa ghandha stqarrija bhal dik.
Minbarra dan, il-ghadd tax-xiehda mhux dejjem u tabilfors
kriterju assolut. Hemm fatturi ohra, fejn naf jien... in
dizji, ¢irkostanzi.., F'hafna kaZi, fil-bi¢éa l-kbira tal-kazi,
anzi — tista’ tghid f'kull kaz premeditat — il-provi dirett
aktarx ikunu skarsi, u jkollhom importanza Kkbirg l-orov
indiretti — il-provi indizjarji u ¢irkostanziall. Imbaghad,
m’ahniex gquddiem guri, wara kollox — sakemm il-pulizij
tkun ghadha tgharbel u tfittex, kull kelma, l-icken hjie
li jista’ jaghti xaqq dawl jinghata importanza, u jinfela
jitgharbel bl-akbar reaqqa, qabel mga jitwarrah — jekk jit
warrab. Tistghu tahsbu jaghtux importanza li1 stgarrij
bhal dik maghmula fil-pont tal-mewt. Ara ma tahsbux 1i s
jinsewha kif gieb u lahaq.

VICTOR: Ma satax gideb?
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L-avukat ihares bespressjoni ta’ dubju lejin VICTOR,
bla iz jwiegbu.

VICTOR: Ma satax kellu impressjoni hazina?

GUZI: Sata’

VICTOR: Ma satax?

GUZI: Sata’.

Flit tas-skiet.

VICTOR: Mela kellu zmien jara min kien? Dak il-waat il-mama
bisg kien hemm mieghu, u l-mama mill-ewwel galtilhom —
malli dar, 1-iehor sparalu Zewg tiri u telaq jigri,

PAWLINA: Bil-kemm lahaq dar, biex inghid hekk.

GUzI: Lahag dar, u dar sewwa — ghax iz-Zewg tiri t-tnejn
fsidru gewh — u f'angolu kwazi ta’ disghin grad.

NICTOR: U tva...

GUzI: Min sparalu, sparalu wiéé imb'wice.

PAWLINA: Iva, imma bilkemm lahaa dar. Ma jistax ikun li ra
min sparalu. [Tbazzi lehenha.] Dak kien ghadu kif tlewwem
ma’ Victor, qalu erba’ kelmiet iebsa lil xulxin, wu... u... kif
kien ghadu irrabjat ghalih... taht dik l-impressjoni haseb li
kien hu.

VICTOR: Aqtaghha gasir, ma.

&UzI: Jekk isiru jafu b'dik it-tilwima, maghmula taghkom —

PAWLINA: Mhux wahedna geghdin...

GUzZI: — ghax is-suspetti taf kif jihraxu! XKliem mill-angas,
sinjura.

PAWLINA: Mhux wahedna qeghdin...

GINA: Ighidu li 1-hitan ghandhom il-widnejn...

GUZI: Tridux naraw, kif ahna wahedna, naraw xi stgarrejtu
sewwa kull wiehed minnkom, Issa I-ahjar waat, kif ahna
migburin flimkien. Jehtieg i nkun naf kollox — m’hemmx
ghalfejn inghidilkom — tistgarruli kollox, hiex inkun nista’
niddefendikom, jekk ikun mehtieg.

VICTOR: Mhux ga taf kollox?
GUZI: Stenna, tghaggelx!

GINA: Imma issa, la telguhom, dott, inghid jien? Sinjal H
m’ghadhomx iwahhlu fihom. Mhux hbilli jghidu.

GUZ1: M’ghandux x’jagsam. Setzhuy telguhom ghax ma kellhomx
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provi bizzejjed. M’'ghandix dubju i chadhom ighassuhom.
Ghiduli: x’ghidtuthom lill-pulizija? Stenna, l-ewwelnept
ghandi nahseb 1i tibgghu tghidu li intom it-tnejn innoéenti?

VICTOR: Da’ zgur!

PAWLINA [fl-istess hin ma’ binhal: Da’ zgur!

GINA: Da’ zgur li innocenti!

GUZI: La kontu komplici...

PAWLINA: U ma tarax!

GUZI: La tafu b’xi haga...

PAWLINA:; ...Xejn affattu.

GUZI: Ghidli, Viector —

PAWLINA : Barra dak li ga ghidnielhom,

GUZI: Ghidli, Victor, ibda int: xi stgarrejtilhom?

VICTOR: X'ridtni nistgarrithom? Dak 1i dejjem ghidt. Jien ma
kontx hemm. Ma rajt xejn jigri. Meta smajt it-tiri, u smajtha
twerzaq [juri lejn ommul] hrigt nigri, u nsibu ma’ l-art, u
ommi galtli 1i kien mar ragel fuchom u sparalu. Imbaghad
mort nigri 1-ghassa biex nirrapporta.

GUzI: Dak kollu?

VICTOR: Dak.

GUZI: Stenna ftit, Ghandng l-affari tat-tilwima bejnek u Gina.

VICTOR: Eh, iva, dik-ukoll,

GUZI: Stenna, hej, ma nghagglux. Mhux billi tghidli dik ukoll.
L-ewwelnett, intl bdzjt biex ¢hadt 1 kellek xi tghld maghha.

VICTOR: Iva.

GUZI: U mbaghad, wara 1i galulek huma x’kienet galtilhom
Gina, stgarrejt is-sewwa.

VICTOR: U iva, h'dagshekk?

GUZI: IHbejt il-verita. Xi skop keilek?

VICTOR: Ebda skop. It-tilwima tieghi ma’ Gina x’ghandha
x'tagsam mad— malli gara?

GUZI: Tghid int — tahseb int. Imma l-pulizija, 1i qed Jjissus-
pettaw fik, geghdin ifittxu l-motivi, u forsi ma jahsbux
bhalek. Il-fatt 1i ghidt gidba beda hiex ihassibhom. U lilna

jinteressana dak li jahsbu huma, mhux x’'tahseb jew xi thoss
int, Ftehemna? Issa, x’jahsbu huma? Se nipprova naghmel
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il-parti taghhom jiena. Gina, 1-gharusa tieghek, stgarret U
kellkom xi tghidu, tlewwimtu xi gimgha gabelil-qtil, ghax int
ghirt ghaliha, ghidtilha... insomma ghidtilhg 1i ghidtilha,

u hi galtlek, “Mela jien ommok!” Minn dak in-nhar mg —

. VICTOR [jagta’ kliem GUZI, lii GINA]: Tawwalt ilsienek int,
ukoll!

GINA: Ma tawwalt xejn, jien. Jiena x'ridtni naghmel? Jien
twerwirt... sibt ruhi f'nofshom hemm gew... il-biza’ 1i kelli
fugi! U dan qalli [Turi lejn GUZI1 —

VICTOR [jaqtghalha kliemhal: Da’ Zgur — dak gallek!

‘- GUzZI: Iva, mela le, jien wissejtek biex tghid is-sewwa, u twiegeb

ghal dak li jistagsuk. X’nahbu ma kellniex, ahna. Int tlabtni

parir, u jien ma kelli ebda interess li nhallik timbrolja

1 ruhek —

 VICTOR [ironikul: U zgur li le!

| GUZI: Hekk hu.

| GINA [itrid tagla’ gasir]: Insomma!

| PAWILINA: U eijew naraw x’se naghmlu, uliedi!

$ GUZI: Ejjew, mela. Mela, ara, kont ded inghid... minn dak in-

4 nhar ma ltqajtux aktar. Is-C.LD. sa hawn jafu — habtu jis-

suspettaw li ghirt ghalih —

W VICTOR: Imm’issa jafu ghal min ghirt,

GINA tbaxxi rasha, mifrula,

GUZI [jibga’ sejjer]: B'xorti tajba ma jafux 1i kkustinjajt

| Dbl-ikrah mieghu u ma’ ommok... s'issa.

[VICTOR: U m’ghandhomx ghax ikunu jafu, jekk hadd ma jmur

ighidilhom. Kieku ima tkellmetx dik [juri lil GJNA] angas
kienu..

ZI: Issa ged tghid sewwa — jekk hadd ma jghidilhom,
;- CTOR [lil ommu]: Ogqghod lablab, int!

PAWILINA: Ih, x'kull wahda!

CTOR [juri lil GU2I1: Dan fejn jat? Mhux int ghidtiu?

WPAWLINA: Allura? Dak mhux l-avukat? Dak mhux kollox trid
i tghidlu? —

TOR [f'sahnal: Ahiar ghidtlu. .

1 PAWLINA: y VICTOR jaghtu harsa 1l xulzin, jisktu.
PAWLINA: Mhux l-avukat? Billi jkun jaf hu?
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GUZI [jistagsi lil VICTOR]: Tlewwimtu quddiem xihadd bar-
rani, int u —

VICTOR: Le.

GUZI: Int u l-mejjet?

VICTOR: Le.

GUZI: Jew intom it-tnejn?

VICTOR u PAWLINA: Le.

GUZzI: Ippruvaw iftakru — lsata’ samaghkom =xihadd mill-
girien? Nistghu nkunu Zzguri 1i hadd ma gal xejn? Ghal-
langas li hadd ma sama’ xein? Ghajjattu? ]

VICTOR: Fejn naf! Stajna ghajjatna...

PAWLINA: Tghid int setghu semghuna... Allahares, Madonnal
X'wahdadin! Tghidlix 1i ghad fadal x'jagalghu! !

GUZI: |Setghu  semghukom, mela le! Ogghod Zgur Ili ahna
lkoll nifthu widnejna meta Il-girien jitlewmu! Isma’ ftitl
Isma’ x'galtlu! —— Issa ahna ghandna nahsbu 1-hazin
Nistghu nogoghdu zguri li l-pulizija kellmuhom lill-girien
Issa hawn hu l-buzillis taghna: x'galu 1-girien? Tghig
semmewh it-tilwim? Min jaf?

PAWLINA: Allahares, x'wahdadin?

GINA: Nahseb li haslu idejhom, iien.

VICTCR: B'dagshekk ghadu hadd ma qal li rani nispara —
jew lil ommi, Jien niehu —

GUzI: Jekk dawn il-girien galu li semghuk titlewwem mal
professur u ma’ ommok, l-aktar jekk semghu xi kliem kom
promettenti...

GINA: Allahares!

GUZI:... u galuh lill-pulizija...

VICTOR: Kieku ga smajnieh. 1

GUzZI: Min jaf? Il-pulizija ghandhom il-metodi taghhom. Qe
tifhimni? Tifhem xX'ged nahseb jien? Jafu li tlewwimt mal
gharusa fuq il-motiv 1i ghidna — jafu li tlewwimt mal-pi
fessur u ma’ ommok, jekk semghu — ridthom ... jitilqu |
xulxin, ridt tkeééi lill-professur — jafu bit-tehdid tieghe
dejjem jekk semghu — imbaghad f'dawk 1 jiem jingaf
il-professur — ragel rispettat, medhi fil-kotba u I-istudj
m’ghandux ghadu wiehed... ged tara liema hu 1-biza’ tiegh
Issa ftakru 1i intom it-tnejn ¢haddtu dejjem 1i kellkom]
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tilwim mal-mejjet. Anzi int [juri lejn PAWLINA] ghidt 1i
hareg minn hawn ta’ l-agwa habib — il-mistogsija ti&i
wahedha: ghaliex, ghalfejn hbejtu? Ghaliex gdibtu?

VICTOR: Ghaliex? Mela ahna se nogoghdu nuru l-affarijiet
taghna ma’ ¢ikku l-poplu!

GINA: Hekk hu.

GUzI: Int tahseb hekk, il-pulizija jghidu: hbew il-fatti! X'sata’
gaghalhom jahbu dak il-fatt?... It-tilwim 1 kellhom sata’
kien jew holog il-movent tal-qtil? Sata’ gara... ... M. &
riedu jehilsu minnu, u ma riedx iwarrab?

PAWLINA: Imma mhux hekk hu,

&UzI: Safejn jinteressa lilek le — imma Victor ma ridux, Victor
keeéieh. Dan jista’ johlog ipotesi gawwija kontra tieghu. Jien
inghidilkom 1i ghamiltu hazin wisg 1i hbejtu. zewg fatti
hbejtu — zewg fatti 1i presumibilment kellhom x'jagsmu
mad-delitt. Fatt minnhom ga nkixef, nafu li nkixef. L-iehor?
Forsi nkixef, forsi ma nkixefx — imma jista’ jinkixef., Gha-
miltu hazin 1i hbejtu. Anzi jien — ikolli nghidhielkom kif in-
hossha, ma nhossnix soddisfatt... inhoss 1i ghadkom qed
tahbu xi haga minni. Allura t-tnejn... it-tnejn ma ridtux
turu l-affarijiet intimi taghkom? It-tnejn? U gbiltu, gbiltu
perfettament f'dak 1i hbejtu u ¢hadtu?... @iskom ftehemtu...
Hawn, ged tara? Tigl wahedha: “Qiskom ftehemtu.” Hargitli
minghajr ma hsibtha! Hawn, hawn ghandna l-apparenza,
l-elementi [b'enfazil tal-komplicita.

VICTOR: Kieku ged tpingiha kerha!

PAWLINA: Jien ma nista’ nifhem xejn. Angas hila nahsed ma
fadalli. Inhossni ninejt. [Kwa2i ged tibki.]

GUzI: Qed inpingiha Kif inhi... il-pozizzjoni. U ma’ kulma ghidna
nzidu dik il-famuza stgarriia in articulo mortis. Ikolli
ntennielkom, inghidilkom 1i tinsabu f'aaghda kerha.

VICTOR: F’qgaghda kerha u telguna?

GUZI: Billi telqukom dak ma jfisserx tabilfors 1 m’ghadhomx
jissuspettaw fikom.

Iqum, u jmur jittawwal mit-tieqa. Lil GuzI

Ejja 'l hawn ftit.

VICTOR ukoll imur jittawwal.
_ X’iidhiriek i ged jaghmel dak? Jistenna t-tfajla? Jista’
skun 1 telgukom ghax ghad m’ghandhomx provi bizzejjed
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biex iressqukom gquddiem magistrat. Ga wissejtkom, Jista’
jkun 1 tawkom ftit tal-habel... :

PAWLINA [ftwerzaq, taghti fug wié¢chal: Mela wahhalt f'rasek
1i tislitli ruhi!

GUZI: Sinjura, dan mhux il-wagt tal-kumplimenti. Intom tghidu
i intom innocenti. U jien nemminkom, m'ghandniex
x'inghidu. Imma 1-fatti jidhru kontra taghkom. U 1l-ébda
avukat siné¢ier u onest — kif nibda nghid... nitkellem ghalija
nnifsi.., la nkun sin¢ier u angas onest jekk ma nghidilkomx
li m’iniex konvint mill-innoé¢enza taghkom Ii I-apparenzi
kollha kontra taghkom. Tinsabu {'pozizzioni serjissima.
Jehtieg nanalizzaw kollox — u bir-reqga u bis-sincerita,
minn kull angolu —

GINA: Dott, aisek ded tissuspetta fihom!

GUZIL: Jien ged ingharbel il-fatti — ged inghid dak 1i hu
maghruf, u i jista’ jwassal lill-pulizija f’xi konkluzjoni dwar
dak i ghadu mhux maghruf... Il-fatt i telguhom lili xejn
ma jikkonvinéini.

VICTOR: Lilsk xejn ma jikkonvinéik, donnu,

GUZI: Jlen ingis il-fatti. e

VICTOR: Naf. [Aggressiv] Naf.

GUzZI: Dawk huma 1-fatti! [Juri lejn it-tiega.l

VICTOR [angas konvint; donnu aktar iwiegeb ghax il-kelma ga
kienet fug fommu, milli ghax gieshal: Naf...

GUZ1: — ir-ragel i ghandek hemm barra! [Lil GINA] Jista’
jkun li ghad m’ghandhomx provi bizzejjed f'idejhom... imma
b'dagshekk m’iniex konvint li m’ghadhomx jissuspettaw
fihom. 'I! hadd aktar ghadhom ma arrestaw... jista’ jkun 1
tawhom il-habel biex —

PAWLINA [fpaniku, taqtaghluy kliemul: BizZejjed, bizzejjed,
bizzzjjed! Gesu tal-hniena, jien m’ghamilt xejn! Jien in-
mocenti!

GUzZIL: Sinjura, jien nemmnek, jien! Imma l-pulizija? Il-pulizija
jemmnuk? Teghid emmnuk? Il-gurati jemmnuk?

PAWLINA [miblughal: Il-gurati! Mela jien se nghaddi guri? Le,
jahasra!

GUZI: Ikkalma, ikkalma, sinjura. Ahna ged inghidu jekk! Imma
din haga li trid tqisha: jekk, allahares qatt, tasal biex tghaddi
guri.. il-gurati jemmnuk? — Il-gurati jridu jgisu Il-fatti
oggettivament, kif imexxuhom I-imhallfin, fuag il-fatti i

e R e
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jisimghu, mhux bis-simpatija jew is-sentiment — il-gurati
m’humiex jien. Taf 1i hemm kazi fi-istorja tal-qrati. kri-
minali... taf 1i kien hemm min kien innoc¢enti ,u — miet -—
imghallaq? ° :

PAWLINA: Imma jien innocenti!

GU2zI: Imma frid tiporova U int innoéenti.

PAWLINA: Jien inno¢enti...

GUzI: Trid tipprova.

PAWLINA: Kif?

GUzI. Kif... bil-provi!

PAWLINA: Jien m’ghamilt xejn...Ghaliex?

GUzI: Ghaliex? X'jigifieri ghaliex?

PAWLINA: Jahasra, jien innocenti!

GUzI: Provi! Provi! Fejn huma l-provi?

PAWLINA [mahkuma minn attakk isterikul:  Int, int,
inti! Int gibtni f'dan kollu! Ma hmiltnix inghix hajti! X'ridt
tindahal?

VICTOR [jisbell: F'hajtek mohhok, int! Int trid tghix! Int trid
tgawdi! Int biss! Dejjem int!

PAWLINA: X'ridt tindahal?!

VICTOR: Fik innifsek tahseb — biss!

PAWILINA: Jien min haseb fija?

VICTOR: U haddichor ma jezistix ghalik? U ibnek? U jien? Hajti
ma tghoddx? Mhux int tajthieli? Mela ghalfejn gibtni fid-
dinja?

PAWLINA: Gibtek biex togtolni bil-ghali!

VICTOR: Mhux biex teqridni bil-misthija!

PAWLINA: Gibtek biex nishtek — ja kelb!

~ GINA: Ogoghdu!

- PAWLINA: Biex nishtek — u naghli li tajtek demmi!

VICTOR: Iva, ma, ged nagblu, taf, aed nagblu...

PAWLINA: U nghid nagblux!

VICTOR: Ghax jien xejn ma nafhulek!

PAWLINA: Rajt il-mewt ghalik... hiex gibtek fid-dinja ssugrajt
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il-mewt. — Imma, ara x’ged inghidlek, ibni — [tikkorregi
ruhha] jew le, ma tafhulix, hux, ghidt? Ara x'ged inghidlek,
u ifhimni: biex gibtek fid-dinja issugrajt il-mewt, imma ghad
narak hiereg minnha, u ma nxerridx gatra dmugh! Ghax
m’ghadekx ibni!
VICTOR: U jekk nohrog mid-dinja, int tkun hrigtnd!
PAWLINA: Mhux jien nohorgok, immg —
VICTOR: Int tkun hrigtni!
PAWLINA: — tistenniex kelma wahda minn fommi!...
VICTOR: Int!
PAWLINA: Huwa kelma rrid!
VICTOR: Ghidha, mela, ghidha! U ma jkollokx min ifixklek!
Tgawdiha hajtek!
GUZI jgqum, jagbad il-kappell. Jaghmel sinjal b'rasy lil
GINA biex jitilqu. Jagbdu hergin. PAWLINA u
VICTOR mitlufin mid-dinja.
PAWLINA: Kelma! Kelma minghandi jongos! Ara ma tahsibx
1i mitghallaq jien ghalik! _
GUZI u GINA waslu fil-bieb ta’ barra, imma ghadhom
iharsu 'l gewwa, lejn dawk i2-zewg mitlufin.

VICTOR [ged jolfoqgl: Le, ma titghallagx ghalija! Jien — jien
nitghallag ghalikom! Ghalikom ukoll! [L-ahhar kelmtejn
jindirizzahom lii GINA u GUZI.] Ghax int ridt 1il1 dik, u
hadtha — u int ridt tilbes u lbist — u int ridt tghix hajtek
— wjien...u jien... [Jintafa' jizher fuq pultruna.l

GUZI u GINA jitilqu. Jaghalqu 1-bieb warajhom. Sadat-
tant ged jidlam gmielu, Imma ma jizeghluzx.

PAWILINA: Telqu...

VICTOR joghrok wicCu,

PAWLINA [wara fiit]: Giet biex taghtina daqga t'id, galet...
Bewget il barra... M’ghadniex noghogbuha, ghandu jkun.

VICTOR [ironiku, immg kwadi minn taht j-ilsien]: Ghandu
jkun! [Warg ftit] Fina x'noghogbu!

PAWLINA: Min ihobbok tassew, ihobbok #il-ghawg dagskemm
fir-rizq, Halliha, jekk trid tmur, itlagha — ma tkun tlif
xejn. Ara ma tkunx iblah u taghtiha l-wi¢é¢, issa, meta targa’
tigi tithanxillek., Dagshekk thobbok? Brava, x’konsolazzjo:
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jkollok minnha! Jiena missierek, taf int kemm kien
jahgarni, kemm ghamilli u zeblahni — darba, ma ninsa gatt,
kont ghadek dagsxejn ta’ tarbija — ma ninsa qatt meta
dahal xurban, u rafa’ jdejh fuai, u int, dagsxejn ta’ tifel,
ridt taghmel ghalih — imma mieghu sabni dejjem, u f'kull
ghawg — u meta nxtehet f'giegh ta’ sodda, fl-ahhar, lili sab,
dort bih sa l-ahhar, In-nisa mhux kollha jafu jhobbu. Ii-
bniedem —

PAWLINA: Dejjagtek, ibni.
VICTOR: Ghandi wgigh ta’ ras. Mg nistax nahseb.

PAWLINA: Tahseb xejn. Issa togghodx thewden, ghax infkella
1-manikomju se jirbahna... [Warg ftitl] Imma int ma
tahsibhiex bhali? La telguna sinjal 1i ma jistghu jehidu xejn
kontra taghna. Wara kollox, x'xhieda hemm? Hadd ma ra
xejn. Mhux Dilli jghid dak. [PAWLINA regghet qabdet.
L-attakk nervuz li ghandha fughg ged jinfexr fdan il-kliem
blag hedu xein, Kelma wara l-ohra, aktarr tgedweqg milli tit-
kellem, b'ton monotonu, bla lewn u bla hajjia. Imma donnha
ma tistax tieqaf] Issa insa u serrah mohhok. Jekk
Alla jrid, tibda hajja gdida ghalina. [Imma ki nfisha mhix
konvinta.] Mhux billi qal dak... Dan Kkif bidel fehemtu
f’daqga wahda? Jagaw raga’ bdielu u ma jridx jiddefendina?
Mur ara, kieku, inkunu tlifna awvukat gwaop, hej... Huwa
jien nahseb li ahjar insibu ishor mill-ewwel. Xi tghid int?...
Ma tantx lagatni, nghid ghalija. ‘Ghada, l-ewwel xoghol,
naraw ingabbdux avukat iehor, u naabbdu avukat Ziemel
mill-ewwel. X'tghid int? [Ma jwigebx, Tinsisti]l] X'tahseb,
Vic? [Binha ma jwigebr.] Eh? Ghandek xi wiehed frasek,
int? Tghid lil min ingabbdu? '

VICTOR [ma jiflahx fisma’ aktar, jisbell: Ma, ma niflahx
nisimghek aktar! Ghandi rasi trid tixkatta... [Jitlobha bi

hnienal Bizzejjed!
PAWILINA: Tridx nara ghandix xi aspirina...
VICTOR: Le...
PAWLINA: Trid?
VICTOR: Le...
Ikebbes sigarrett. Pawlina tiskot, immg wara flit —
PAWLINA: Xi trid tiekol?
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VICTOR: Xejn.

PAWLINA Xejn?

VICTOR: Xejn.

PAWLINA: Xejn?

VICTOR: Xejn!

PAWLINA: M'ghandekx gugh?

VICTOR: M'ghandix gugh,

PAWLINA: Mela bhali... Huwa xi fitit laned ghandna, imma
hobz m'ghandniex. [Wara 7tit] Hadd ma ra xejn, wara kollox.
L-agwa 1i hadd ma ra xejn... u li mhemmx xhieda... Ix-
xhieda taghna t-tnejn ghandha teghleb [l tieghu. Ix-
xhieda ta’ tnejn tiswa aktar minn ta’ wiehed — hux hekk
ighidu? Ahna tnejn. Jekk ma jsibux l-arma... Int fejn
hbejtha?

VICTOR: U agtaghha!

PAWLINA: Vie, ibni, ghax ma tghidx 1ili? Ma tafx x'jista’ jingala’
jekk, allahares qatt ilsieni jinxef..,

VICTOR: Agtaghha, ghidtlek! Mur — mur aghmel itit kafé.

Tibga’ fejn tkun. VICTOR imuwr jittawrpal mill-vetrata.
Wara ftit itawwal ghonqu. Mill-kancéel] jidhol GUZIL.
VICTOR imur jiftah il-bieb tal-lemin,

VICTOR: X’hemm? Ergajt gejt?

Jidhol GUZI. Imidd ftit passi 'l gewwa u jieqgaf.

VICTOR [waqt Ii jaghlag il-bieb]: Ergajt gejt?

GUZI: Iva.

VICTOR [bla hajjal: X'kien? [Wara ftit] X'giebek lura?

PAWILINA; Poggi, sinjur.

GUZI jibqa’ fein ikun, indeciz.

PAWLINA: Skuzana, sur avukat, ghax ghadna —

GUZI: Ma jimpurtax, sinjura, taghtix kaz M’iniex se ndum.

PAWLINA: M'offrejnielek xejn, l-ewwel, gharukaZa...

GUZI: Le, le, sinjura, halli.

PAWLINA: Rasi mhix hawn.

GUZI: Thabbilx rasek ghalija... Jiena gejt biex inghidilkom
tahsbu ghal avukat iehor...

PAWLINA: Ghaliex, sur avukat?
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GUzZI: Ahsbu ghal avukat iehor, Ma nistax niddefendikom.,, Ma
nistax niehu hsiebkom aktar... ;

PAWLINA [ware ftit tas-skiet]: Ghaliex? Mhux imhabba
1-flus? Ahna mill-ewwel ghidnielek i ma nistghux inhajsy
wisq. Imma Gina —

GUZI [jaqighalha kliemhal: Le, le, hallik mill-flus. Mhug ghall-
flus. Il-fatt hu i ma nhossnix konvint...ma nhossnix kon-
vint mill-inno¢enza taghkom. Dak hu. Ara ma tahsebx 1
qged nakkuzakom, taf — jew niddubita, jew... imma, . wara
dak li smajt l-ewwel dahluli ¢erti suspetti monhi..ma
nistax... ma jistax ikun... m’iniex konvint. Ma nhossx li ged
tafdaw mieghi ghal kollox, u fil-kuxjenza tieghi ma nhossx
Ii nkun nista’ niddefendikom tajjeb. Miniex konvint jien, u
nibza’ li ma jirnexxilix nikkonvineéi lill-gurati, jekk allahares
gatt iwasslukom sal-gurl. Jiddispjacini... Nibza’ ... ma...
m'iniex f'pozizzjoni 1i niddefendikom tajjeh,

PAWLINA: Avukat —

VICTOR: U bizzejjed, ma!

PAWLINA: Avukat —

GUZI: Tista’ ma tghidli xejn, sinjura, ghax jien dec¢iz. U jekk
tippermettuli naghtikom parir, araw kif titkellmu quddiem
in-nies... titilfux raskom. U Gina—

VICTOR: U Gina?

GUZI: Iva, ghandi ahbar haZina ohra, jiddispja¢ini. Madan-
kollu, ma nafx kemm kienet hazina l-ewwel wahda — avukati
hawn kemm trid, u ahjar minni. Kont wgedq nghid, &Gina
baghtitlek dan. [Inewwillu curkett tal-gharusija. VICTOR
jibge’ fejn ikun. GUZI jmur igieghdu fuq it-tavolin.]
Qaltlek — '

VICTOR: Li mhix konvinta?

GUZI: — biex tinsieha. Ma tistax tkompli mieghek, u ddeéidiet
Ii thassar kollox.

Skiet
GU2ZI [wara ftit]: Se nhallikom. :
VICTOR [bimrar]l: Se tmur tghidilhom li m'intix konvint?
GUZI: Dak 1li smajt professjonalment jibga’ sigriet ghandi. U
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angas Gina — anzi galtli bilex inghidilkom 11 dak I
semghet — .

VICTOR [jaqtaghly kliemu]: Ara, dott, jekk tikser qgalbha,
ikkonslaha int!

GUzI: Sahha. Nawguralkom..

GUZJ ijitlaq. Jaghlaq il-bieb warajh.

PAWLINA: Ghawg fuq ghawg. Rajt x'imhabba kienet thobbok,
dik 1-ohra? Telgitek hi! Mur ogghod irvina hajtek! Ehh,
kemm ghad trid tghallmek id-dinja!

VICTOR [minn taht l-ilsien]: Min jaf tilhagx.

PAWILINA: Eh?

VICTOR: Xejn.

PAWLINA: Puh ghal wié¢chom! In-nies...

VICTOR [wara ftit]l: X’ridt tiftah halgek l-ewwel?

PAWILINA: Min, jien?

VICTOR: Mela jien!

PAWLINA: Jien X'ghidt? )

VICTOR [jisbel]l: X'ghidt? Ghidt kollox!

PAWLINA: Min, jien?

VICTOR [jakkuiahal: Bzajt 1li  tehel int! — M’'ghandhomx
provi! L-aktar jekk dawk it-tnejn imorru jghidu x’ghidt int!

PAWLINA [inkwitatal: Jien m’ghidt xejn. X’'ghidt jien?
[Binha maq jwegibr. Wara ftit] Ghid!

VICTOR: Xejn... Mela int ghidt xi haga! Kxift kollox!

PAWLINA: Kxift — jien?

VICTOR: Le — jien!

PAWLINA; Ih!...

VICTOR: Sabek ghal taht snienu — hadmek kif ried!

PAWLINA: Th, x’kull wahda! Hadimni! U da’ xX’interess ghandu?
Mhux l-avukat taghna?

VICTOR: Fejn naf ta’ min hu. Ma tafx x'interess.ghandu?

PAWLINA: X’interess?

VICTOR: X'interess! Fejn hi Gina? Telget mieghu, hux?

PAWLINA: Giet biex tghinni, dik!
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VICTOR: U telget ’il barra.
PAWLINA: Victor..
VICTOR: [L.aghbek — wasslek fejn ried — gaghlek tikxef kollox
quddiem Gina.

PAWLINA: U le, u X'int tghid? U ssahhanx mohhok, Jekk tas-
sew thobbok — :

VICTOR [jagighalha kliemhal: Min ihobb qattiel?

PAWLINA: Victor! Ibni! Aghlag halgek — kienet it-telfa ta’
mument. IX-xitan ghamiek. U Gina fejn taf x’ghamilt? Im-
baghad, allahares —

VICTOR: Allahares jitkellmu — f'idejhom ahna!

PAWLINA: Ibni, ged taghmilli ras dagsiex...

VICTOR: Niftakar biss,.., niftakar li kelli nasal biex nogtol! Kelli
hila noqtol, nasal biex neqred bniedem.., X’'ma tahrabx minni
Gina!

PAWLINA: Dat-thewdin jongosni, mhux hi%zzejjed... Issa berred
mohhok, halli ninsew. Halli ninsew! ©Li gara gara. Issa
ghadda u miet. Il-pulizija telguna. Provi m’ghandhomzx.
Berred mohhok. Togghodx thewden — issa,

VICTOR: Kif ninsa! Kemm indum haj indum nibza’. U jekk
jitkellem xi hadd minnhom?... Dak jaghmel kollox biex jehles
minni. Il-habel tal-forka marbut m’ghongi — skossa wahda
jongosni...

- PAWILINA: Victor!

VICTOR: U ghandi min jaghtihieli. Jew min jaf x'ghad jista’
jingala’. Min jaf xihadd lemahx xi haga? Min jaf? Min jista’
jehidli? Min isabbarni?

PAWILINA: Kif ghasartli gqalbi!

VICTOR: Fiex gibtni...

PAWILINA: Forsi ma jkun xejn!

VICTOR : Fiex gibtni... fiex gibtni!...

PAWLINA: Victor...

VICTOR: X'wahdadin!...

PAWLINA: Thni...

VICTOR: Hallini!

PAWLINA: Vic!
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VICTOR [karbal: Ajma...
:PA;W.LINA: Forsi ma jkun xejn...

VICTOR [meaehkum jdisprament, joghrok wiééu, bimrar]l: Qed
tara fliema bahar xhettni? Jekk ma ningabadx illum, nista’
ningabad ghada. Min ighidli!

PAWILINA [wara ftit]: Forsi 1-Madonna tidhol ghalina... Iva
1-izball tieghi ma jinhaferx? Hawn tant min jisraq, u jogtol,
u jaghmel minn kollox — u ma jingabadx — u jghaddi hajja
beata. U jien — ghal zball wiehed, ghal frugha ta’ siegha,
wara hajja kalvarju — kemm jien xortija haZina! X'xorti
ghandi, jahasra! [Tibki, Tahfen wi¢cha bejn idejhg mistrieha
fugq driegh il-pultruna.] Alla hanin ahfrilna — ehlisna int!
Dnubi ma jinhaferx? Langas Ilekk nitlob mahfra? [Dan
il-kliem qed tghidu lil VICTOR, imma binha jibga’ jhares lejn
nahq ohra.l Victor, ibni, langas jekk mitlob mahfra? Hares
lejja. [Tmur tintaia’ gharkubbtejha quddiemu, tiddendel ma’
rkobbtejh.] Ghaliex ma tridx thares lejja? Vietor! Victor!
[I¢éaqalqu. Jibga' c¢ass. Tipprova ddawwarly wiccy lejha, jir-
rezistiha.] Victor, arani gharkubbtejja —

VICTOR: Qed nara l-forka!
PAWLINA: Kif ged tinfidli galbi!
VICTOR: Tieghi ga minfuda!

PAWILINA: Tharisx, mela. Tharisx. Forsi ahjar, forsi... ahjar.
[Titilqu, tqum bilwieqfa. Tagbad twarrab. Issa dalam sewwa.
Kif tkun hierga mill-bieb tax-zellug, tieqaf, iddur. Titkellem
b’lehen xott, hiemed. Ghajnejha rotti, imma ghandha 1-biki
fgalbha.] Forsi ahjar tinsieni. Ma jixraalix... Ara ghandekx
hila tinsa lil ommok li dinbet, u ftakar — ibni — imma ftakar
f'ommok li reddatek halib bla htija — ghadek tiftakarha? —
u ipprova ahfer.

Tibga’ ftit iehor fil-bieb, idha mahruga lejn binha. Im-
baghad tidhol. Hemda. Warg ftit, VICTOR iqum jin-
passigga  bla sabar mal-kamre, minn tarf sa tarf,
l-ewwel bil-mod, imbaghad ihajfef il-pass. Ghandu
fuqu ferh ta’ genn. Ideih ma’ wiééu, ma’ rasu, ma’
wiecu mill-gdid. Jonfoh, 13id ihaffef il-pass, issaq bil-
kemm mhuz jigri. Iweriaq tweriigg mahnuqa.

VICTOR [wagt li ghadu jippassiggal: Uff! [Wara ftit, blehen
oghla] ULf!




PAWLINA [fokrob minn gewwal: Bizzejjed.-.
VICTOR [kwaZi jwerzaq]: ULf!

PAWLINA [titlob hnienal: Bizzejjed!
VICTOR [{twerdigal: Uff! Uf!

PAWLINA: Madonna, bizzejjed!

VICTOR [lehny niesell: Uf! [Jintelag fuq is-sujan,
UfL!... Uff!...

PAWLINA [ghajte mkazkral: Bizzejjed!
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IT-TIELET ATT

Ftit sighat wara. Il-lejl ghaddei gmielu. Id-dawl ghadu miz-
ghul. VICTOR mimdud fugq is-sufan. F'idu, imdendla mal-genb
tas-sufan, ghandu sigarrett mixghul. Rieged.

Wara xi nofs minuta, PAWLINA tittawwal bla hoss mill-bieb.
Thares hosbiena. Toghrok mohha.

Is-sigarrett jaga’ minn bein sughbajn VICTOR. Ommu ter-
saq bla hoss, tarfa’ s-sigarrett mill-art, tagbad il-plattin mimli
truf ta’ sigarretti mahruga minn fuq tavolin hdein ras VICTOR,
u, fug ponot subghajha, bla hoss, tmur tarmi l-irmieq eéé. mill-
vetrata, li tiftah b'reqqa kbira biex ma taghmily l-icken hoss.

Tibga’ hemm ftit, hosbiena. Toghrok wiécha. Imbaghad
taghlaq, tidhol, tieqaf thares lejn binha, konjfu2a, issummata.
Titniehed, tqieghed il-plattin ta’ l-irmied fejn kien fuq it-tavolin,
dejjem bla hoss, titfi, u tohrog.

Hemda shiha,

Qajl qajla tizghel roggha mill-palk, fil-fond taxr-rena, Ti erba’
piedi gholi mill-art wara s-sufan jfejn ikun rieged VICTOR.
Id-daw! fiddieni, hekk li jaghti idea ta’ dawl ta’ gqamar w tal-lejl.
Wara, id-dawl jiehu lwien ohra, minn roza ghal 'ahmar, u minn
isfar ghal ahdar, skond it-tifsir psikologiku ta’ dak Ii jinghad u
jigri fix-xzena li gejja. Iz-Temz tinlemm f'tifgigha dawl ahdar
ighammex.

Bilgieghda ma’ l-art, biswit xulxin, jidhru GUZI, WGINA bil-
gieghda f'hogru u mghannga mieghu, u VICTOR. It-tfajla
ghandha fugha libsa sabiha tal-evening, imma hafja. It-tnejn
l-ohra, w PAWLINA u VELLA, meta jidhru akiar ’il quddiem,
b'ilbies tas-soltu. GUZI u GINA jitbewsu.

Il-bgija tal-palk tibga’ tidher indistintament, bhalkieku bid-
dawl tat-trigq, matul din irx-rxena. M’ghandnier z'inghidu, fug
is-sufan ghandu jkun hemm mimdud, mhuz l-attur li jaghmel il-
parti ta’ VICTOR, i¢da xihadd iehor li ghandu l-istess figura u
liebes bhalu. Jitqalleb, jokrob wu jirragga fil-partijiet Il-aktar
ecéitanti tal-holma, l-aktar lejn it-tmiem.
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VICTOR: Gina, ghalfejn ged tbusu? Int mhux lili thobb?

GINA: Min gallek 1li nhobb lilek?

VICTOR [jidhak]: Qed tinkini, hux?

GINA: U mur... hallina!

VICTOR: Gina, bis-sod ged tghidli?

GINA: Mela bié-éajt!

GUZI; Mela ahna niééajtaw! Ghidlu, Gina, ghidlu — da’qt
nighidulek tata.

VICTOR: Fejn sejrin?

GINA: Fejn ma taraniex int,

VICTOR: Fejn se tehodha?

GUZI: Fejn ma tiksrilniex rasna ingt.

VICTOR: Ma narakx aktar, Gin?

GINA: Le.

VICTOR: Ghaliex?

GUZI: Ghax tkun wara l-paraventu.

VICTOR: Il-paraventu tal-paguni?

GINA: Ehe.

VICTOR: Ma narakx aktar?

GINA: Le, tista’ tinsieni mn’issa.

VICTOR: Imma jien immut minghajrek.

GINA: Ih, ih, ih, int mejjet!

GUZI [jidhak]: Angas jaf li mejjet — tassew 1i mejjet haj, mela.
Hlisna minnek, sa fl-ahhar!

VICTOR [ma jridr jemmen]: Jien mejjet! U motrru! Araw, ha’,
kemm nimxi. [Iqum u jimzi.]

GUZI: B'dagshekk?

VICTOR: Ghax, bilhagq, l-erwieh jimxu wkoll, hux? — Gina, x'se
naghmel minghajrek? X’se naghmiu?

GINA: Bhal fil-forn,

VICTOR: U ej, hallik mié-¢ajt Mut mieghi, Gina, trid? Ejja
hobbni, 'Gina! Ejja, ghax demmi jibjad minghajrek — ejja
busni — ejja tini n-nifs — ejja, Gina! [Jibki.] Ejia bagbaqli
demmi, Gina, bl-imhabba u 1--inkwiet, u bil-ghira.
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GUzZI: Isma’ minnu, hej!

VICTOR: Gina! Gina!

GUZI [lil GINAY: U imxi!

Iqum

GINA [Iil VICTOR]: X’taghtini?

VICTOR: L-imhabba.

GINA: L-imhabba x'naghmel biha?

VICTOR [jistaghgeb]: X'taghmel biha l-imhabba! L-imhabba
tieghi? Kif tghaddi minghajrha?

GINA: Nghaddi nghid. Ghira trid tghid, mela mhabba!

VICTOR: Naf indogghomlok, eh?

GINA: Iss, hej!

GUzZI: Issawwatha — bravu!

VICTOR:Ahna hekk niddilettaw. Insawwatha, mela x'inhu! Int
fejn taf x'inhi l-imhabba! Int bla demm! Meta ma taghmelx
kif inghidilha jien, insawwatha; insawwatha — u meta
naghmilu pa¢i, taraha tinhall w titfissed f’dirghajja. Hux veru,

Gin? U turini t-tbengil, u thobbni, Dik 1-imhabba. L-imhabba
tahseb biss ghal rasha.

GINA [mal-kelma tieghul: Jien lil min jahseb fija rrid — min
jaghtini xi libsa sabiha. Ara l-avukat x'tani. [Turip il-libsa
tq,’ fuqha.]l ‘

VICTOR: Kull m’ghandi naghtik.

GINA: X’taghtini? )

VICTOR: Kull m'ghandi. Anki galbi naghtik. Ha. [Jaqle’ éurkelt
minn sebghu.] Ha. [Johrog minn bwietw maktur, pinna, bicca
lapis, jitfaghhom fhogorha. Ifittex fi bwiety, fhobbu, Johrod
revolver. Joffrihulha wkoll.] Ha kollox, kull m'ghandi!

GUZI: Ara! Ara fejnu r-revolver!

GINA: Ara, imxi I hemm, Guz! [tqum tigril — li ma jmurx isaw-
watni bih!

GUzI [iqum wkoll]l: Imxi nirrapportaw il-ghassa. Qed tara fejnha
l-arma! Imxi nghidulhom.

VICTOR: Le!
GINA: Imxi, imxi. Qed nibza’, ara. Imxi nirrapportaw.
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"VICTOR: Le, Gina, jahasra! Ghaliex trid twassalni?

GUZI [lil GINA]: Taf li dik jongoshom, hiss? Biha jghaqadu
1-provi kollha.

GINA: Imbaghad?

GUZI: Ighallquh!

VICTOR: Trid tarani mghallag, Gina?

GINA: Jien xi libsa rrid.

GUZI: Imxi nehilsuha dil-biéca,

VICTOR: Le, kemm int kelb! Ghaliex? Le! Iva, hniena m’ghand-
komx? [Jibki, imwerwer.] Ara ma tmorrux tghidu, tafux, ara
ma taghmlux xi hmerija, tafx. Ghax ighallquni, taf. Ighall-
quni! [GUZI w GINA jahbtu sejrin, VICTOR jitlobhom bi

hniena.]l Le, le! Gina, isma’, ejjew lura! Dott, ahfirli! Henn
ghalija! Xi darba npattilek iien — le, ghax jogtluni, le...

GUzZI: Ara ftit, x'biza’!

GINA: Ghandu ghax jibza'!

VICTOR [Iil GUZI]: Min jaf i kont int f'loki.
GUZI: Jien ma kontx nibza’. Kont niehu i haggni.
VICTOR: Imma jien nibza’. Jien —

GUZI: Imxi, Gina, imxi!

VICTOR: Gina, itilqu Il dak. Ejja ogghod mieghi,
GINA: Mieghek? X'nigi naghmel?

VICTOR: Int mhux lili thobb?

GINA: Lilek? [Tidhak, dahka vulgari, kollha tmashir. Jddur kollhaq
hlewwa lejn [-iehor.] Smajtu, Guz? [Tintelag f'dirghajh.
Jitbewsu.]

VICTOR: GINA, ejja 1 hawn!

GINA: Ma rridx.

VICTOR: Gina! [GINA ma taghtiz widen.] U ejja, kiesha...
GINA: U hallini!

VICTOR: Mela dak ahjar minni?

GINA: Tridx tmur! Mela dan ahjar minnek!

VICTOR: M'ghadekx thobbni?

GINA: Meta gatt habbejtek?
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VICTOR: Allura kont tidhak bija?

GINA: Trid xi haga? Jien lil dan inhobb — ghax ilibbigni. Ma’
dan ingawdi. Agta’ kemm inhobbu!

Iddur u tbewwes, il GUZI. GUZI jidhak ferhan. VICTOR
irid jigri lejhom, ma jistax. I¢aqlag dirghajh, imma
sagajh jibgghu msammrin fejn ikunu. GINA u
VICTOR jiddiehky bih. Jaghmel sforz, u jaga’ minn
tulu.

GINA: Ara  kif waga’! [Lil Guéil Mela min jogtol jaga'? Int
avukat, ghidli.

GUZI: Gibli 1-ktieb tal-ligi, Gina, ha’ nara.

Sadattant, VICTOR gam gharkubbtejh. GINA tohrog u
targa’ lura minnufih bi ktieb dagsiex.

VICTOR: Avukat tal-bszqa!

GUzZI: Issa ghandi segretarja.

VICTOR: Ghax-xoghol tridha!

&U2ZI [1i GINAY: Fugiex se ngieghdu?

GINA titlaglu I-ktieb fidejh, u tohrog.

VICTOR [kif GINA tkun hiergal: Wehidtlekx jien? Mela dik
tajba ghal segretarja? Melg int biex tahdem tridha?!

GUZI: Jien nibza’ ghaliha, ghax inhobbha.

GINA [li sadattant tkun regghet lura b'siggu bid-dahar maghmul
minn injam milwi fit-tond1: Int ilhaq ghastek! Ghidli, Guz,
int avukat. Dak kif waga'? Mela min jogtol jaga’? Ara x'ighid
jl-ktieb tal-ligi.

GUzZI [igieghed il-ktieb tal-ligi fuq il-maaghad tas-siggu, jifthu
u jagral: Zelag fit-telfa.

GINA: Qed tara! Min jogtol jitlef.

GUzI: Lz — mhux hekk ighid jl-ktieb. Min jitlef joatol u min
‘jogtol jintilef.

GINA [tinfexx tidhak]:Mela Victor tilef u se jintilef! [Ghadha
tidhak.] M’ghadux ighodd ghalija.

Titlaq tigri, GUZI jigri warajha, u t-tnejn ighibu, fer-
hanin, dahkana. VICTOR igum ghal warajhom, i2da
f'dagga wahda jinghalag quddiemu bieb tal-hadid,
ta’ habs. Jimsah id-dmugh. Imur lejn is-siggu, min-
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naha tad-dahar, u jdeffes rasu biexr jagra fil-ktieb
tal-ligi. Jipprova johrod rasu, ma jirnerxrilur.
Jithabat, kollu ghal xejn. Jibki. Sadattant, il-bieb
: gheb.
- VICTOR: Ma! Ma! Ejja ohrogli rasi, ma!
Tidhol tigri PAWLINA,

VICTOR [imbazia’]: Ma! Ma! ;

PAWILINA: Victor, xi gralek, ibni? U ara fein deffes rasu! [Kollha
hlewwa, bhalkieku ged tkellem tifel ta’ xi hames snin.]
Stenna, ruhi, stenna, galbi, ghax twe&ga — bil-mod.
[Tipprova tohroglu rasu mid-dahar tas-siggu. VICTOR 7jibki
mbazia’.] Hekk... bil-mod... ma gara xXejn... qged tara...
[kif tohroglu rasu] qed tara! Ma gara xein! Qed tara kif
m’ghandek xejn! [Tbusy fug mohhu.] Wegsait?

VICTOR: Le. Int ommj li taitni halib innoc¢enti?
PAWLINA : Iva.

VICTOR: Jien inhobbok lilek.

PAWLINA: Jien ommok tal-halib innoéenti.
VICTOR : Lilek inhobbok.

PAWLINA: Imma minn din ma ntikx. .

Minn armarju fil-hajt i s'issa ma jkunt deher, tohrog
felli dolliegh. Tiekol minnu. Tidhol GINA.

GINA: Jien inhobbu d-dolliegh.
. VICTOR: Ma tridx taghtina.

GINA: Mela sejra. [Titlag. Minn gewwa, waqt I titbieghed] Guzi,
stennieni! Gejja mieghek!

PAWLINA tibga’ tmaxtar. VICTOR itajrilha 1-jelli minn

idejha.
PAWLINA: Ara x'ghamiltli, ja xifajk! Hassartli kollox! Telliftni
kollox!
Tahtaf Uil VICTOR minn rasu, iddeffishielu fid-dahar
tas-siggu.

PAWLINA: Kien niezel ghass] — ma hmiltnix kuntenta!
VICTOR: Ma, se tifgani! Ma, hallini! Ajma!

PAWILINU: Hu, ja kelb!

VICTOR: Mela int ommi i dinbet? Ma nhobbokx lilek!
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PAWLINA: Nogtlok, ja kelb! )
VICTOR: Hallini! — Ajma — Adjut! Ajjut! — Se tifgani! [Imwer-
wer.] Ajma — Hallini! — Ajjut, ajjut! Qed immut!
Imma PAWLINA mq tahferz. Lehgiena, kiefra, iZzomm

1il binha b sahha u gilla, b'rasu fdahar is-siggu. Jid-
hol bil-girja l-professur.

VELLA: Imberkin ¢awk 1 jibku, ghax isibu l-farag! Zommu
tajjeb. Pawlina, aghfas! Zommu, ha nghinek jien. [Jagbad lil
VICTOR minn ghongul Aghfas! Kull bniedem hatl —

PAWLINA: Titlagx, Guz!

VELLA: — huwa 1-bojja tieghu nnifsu!

VICTOR [li sadattant kien ged jithabat, jonfoh, jibki u jharharl:
Ajma, ja klieb! Se togtluni — se togtluni!

Qed idifga l-ahhar. Iz-Tena tintefa. L-ahhar kliem,
l-ahhar tharhir fid-dlam, fl-istess hin ma’ dahka
fantastika, ta’ barra minn hawn, mill-professur.
Mill-boghod, GUZI u GINA jinstemghu jsejhu 1l

zulrin  éajtiera, lkuntenti: “Guzil” — “Ginal” —
“Guii!” — “Gina!” — “Uhu!”
PAWLINA [issejjah minn gewwal: Victor! Victor! Xi gralek?

Victor!
Ma jwigebx. Jokrob imwerwer, bla nifs, jilheg.
PAWLINA [issejjah minn gewwa, imhassbal : Victor!

VICTOR. [lilu nnifsul; XTholma nlomt! Kif se niggennen!... Kif ’
se niggennen... :

Tidhol PAWLINA,
PAWLINA: Victor... qum... ged tohlom?
Ma jwegibhiex.
PAWLINA: Victor.., gomt?
Ma jwigibz, imma jqum bilwiegfa.
PAWLINA: Ghax ma tigix timtedd? Se tibga’ hawn?... [Warae ftitl

Imxi... [Mg jwigibz. Wara ftit targe’] Ejja, ibni, ejja mtedd...
ghoddu sebah... 7

VICTOR: Mur, ma, mur oreod...
PAWLINA: Isma’ minni, ibni...
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Ma jwigebx. Tmur tittawwal. VICTOR jintaja’ fug
pultruna

PAWLINA: X'hin hu?... Eh?... Ajmal... [Tjiniehed. Kif terga’ lurg
lejn nofs il-kamral Da’qt tisbah gurnata ohra. Se tibga’
hawn int? [Warae ftit] Se titfarrak... 3

VICTOR [imdefjaq]: Kemm int fitta! Mur... mur orgod, int!
PAWLINA: Se tibga’ hemm?
VICTOR: Tiffittanix, ma!

PAWLINA tintelaqg bilgieghda fuq is-sufan. Tiehu nifs
qawwi.

Hemda. Ir-rena tibga’ mitfija ghal zi nofs minuta.
Imbaghad bil-qajla 1-gajla jberber. L-ewwel ma
jidher dawl hamrani 'l barra mit-tieqa, max-refaq.
Imbaghad id-dawl jinfirex u jicéara, sakemm daw!
il-jum jizghel il-kamra. M hemmz ghalfejn jittiehed

o smien esagerat, kemm tinghata [-impressjoni Il
1-lefl ghadda u wasal il-jum.

L-arlogg ghadu wieqaf. VICTOR u PAWLINA t-inen im-
gajmin. Mitlugin, VICTOR fuq pultruna, PAWLINA
fuq is-sufan. I'mhassbin, mizruba, ghajjiena, im-
¢ajpra. Ghajnejhom fil-hofra.

Il-plattin ta’ l-irmied maeqiub ma’ I-art hdejn is-sufan,
imdawwar bi béejjec ltas-sigarretti.

Mit-tieqa jidhru l-pulizija jgallbu l-hamrija tal—gni!en.
Kemm idum l-att, dejjem jersqu 'l quddiem, dejjem
jaghafsu u jaghalqu lejn id-dar.

PAWLINA [tgieghed idejha ma’ rashal: Rasi trid tingasam!...
Yuuuu, Madonna henn ghalija int! Henn ghalija int!
[Toghrok wiééha.] X'lejl ghamilt... xX’lejl! [Wara ftit] Xi
hlomt? Kemm bdejt tghajjat! [Ebda twegiba.l Jien
m’ghalagtx ghajn m’ghajn, lejl shih Elf hsieb gewni...

Skiet. Wara ftit tqum bi tnehida, u tohrog mir-rellug.
VICTOR ikebbes sigarret. Tidhol PAWLINA b'thermos
u kikkra. Tressaq tavolin hdejn VICTOR, u tgeghed-
hom fuqu.

PAWLINA: Hawn ftit kafé — ma tridx halib, hux? — Hux? —
Hux?
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'VICTOR: Le.
PAWLINA: Ma tkissirtx fuq dik il-pultruna?

Tmur tittawwl mit-tieqa. Thares imhassba lejn il-
pulizija. Targa’ lura hdejn VICTOR, fwidintuy,
b’lehen barr —

PAWLINA: Vie, Zzgur mhux fil-hamrija hbejtu?
VICTOR: Eh?

PAWLINA: Regghu gew ihaffiru fil-gnien.
VICTOR: Qed nismaghhom.

PAWLINA: Zgur mhux hemm hbejtu?
VICTOR: Mhux hemm qieghed.

PAWLINA: Fejn geghedtu?

VICTOR: Mhux hemm,

PAWLINA: Ghidli, Victor, serrahli rasi. [Ma jwegibhiex. Tin~
gisti] Ma tatx x’jinqgala’... forsi...
VICTOR: U hallih! — Hu fejn hu. )
PAWLINA: Int taf, mela. [Wara ftit] X’lejl ghamilt! Angas
irrid niftakar. Hsibtni se niggennen! Is-sighat ghoddejthom
wahda wara l-ohra — tokk wara tokk... Kemm hu ikrah
il-lejl! U xi hsibijiet! U x'thewdin! U xi hsibijiet! Min jaf
hekk — u min jaf hekk... [TinZel gharkubbitejiha tigbor il-
plattin ta’ l-irmied, tqieghdu fuq it-tavolin hdejh, Waat
1i thompli titkellem tigbor mill-art il-fdalijiet tas-sigarretfi.]
Id-dlam hassejtu jifgani. X'diga! — U dik is-shana. Kemm
kienet shana! Sa fl-ahhar ghajni marret bija — u X'nistrieh
... holma fuq holma... dak tgezwir. U mbaghad qajjimtni
int — kemm ghajjatt, Madonna!, kif kont imwerwer! —
X’tak — Xi hlomt? U mbaghad zZammejtni hawn... Ala
hanin, kif se niggennen jekk ma ssabbarnix int! — Meta
sebah hadt ir-ruh — u issa gew b’dawk l-imghazaq — taq,
taq, tag — ismaghhom — kull dagga tidholli go mohhij,
hekk, gishom isammruli Il-imsiemer frasi. Ismaghhom!
Ismaghhom! ‘
VICTOR: Bizzejjed!
Iqum  fsahna. Jippassigga mal-kamra, mifzul,

hosbien.



PAWLINA [qed tibki, titniehed]: X'se jigri minna?
VICTOR joghrok wicécu,

PAWLINA [warg ftit]l: Xrobtu dak il—k;i,fé?

VICTOR: Iva. )

PAWLINA: Issa x’se naghmlu?

VICTOR: X’inhu?

PAWLINA: Irridu nahsbu ghal avukat &did.

VICTOR: Issa naraw. g

PAWLINA: Mhux ahjar nahsbu?

VICTOR: Issa naraw.

PAWLINA: Dalghodu stess, taf.

VICTOR: Iva.

PA,WLtNA: Ghandek li] xi wiehed f'rasek?

VICTOR [imdejjaq]: Issa naraw!

PAWLINA: Hu parir. Issa ngabbdu wiehed sewwa mill-ewwe] Ia
se nbiddlu... U li ghandna naghmilu, naghmluh. Ghax mhux
fihsiebhom ihalluna bi kwietna. [Wara f{it] Isma’, ma
dfintux fil-gnien, hux?

VICTOR: Le.

PAWLINA: IThm?

VICTOR [bil-herral: Le, ghidtlek!

PAWLINA: Tishonx, ibni... ghax jien kieku nixtieq inserrah
rasi...

VICTOR: Tista’ sserrahha,

PAWLINA: Imma — tishonx, Vie — kieku tghidli fejn hbejtu -—

VICTOR: Ma kontx se ggibli 1-kafe?

PAWILINA: Mela ma xrobtux? Hemm arah. [Turihulu fug it-
tavolin.] Ixorbu ghax se jiksah. Daasi rasek flokha int.

VICTOR jixzrob il-kafé. PAWLINA tmur tittawwal.

PAWLINA: Qed jiehu s-sajf. [Tidhol mit-tiega.] Ghax ma
tahsebx ghal libsa, Vic... 1-ilbiesi li kellek is-saijf li ghaddsa
hallewk issa. [Wara ftit] Ma tahsebx 1i pingihielna kerha
z-zejjed?
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VICTOR: Jien naf!
PAWLINA: Ma tahsebx?

VICTOR ma jwigebx. Hemda — barra hsejjes ta’
l-imghazaq."" .

PAWLINA: Ma giex bil-gurnal dalghodu. Issa tal-halib nog-
ghodlu ghassa — ma jmurx ihallina bla halib_ Ismaghhom
dawk [turi lejn barral. Qed itaggbuli galbi! Da'gt jidhiu
hawn gew!

Skiet. Wara ftit, PAWLINA tiehu l-kikkra minn fug it-
tavolin. Imma f'dagga wahda, binha jigri lejn it-
tieqa. Jiftahha. PAWLINA tieqaf thares.

VICTOR: Ma tahsbux li harbattuh bizZejjed dak il-biétéa gnien?
Ejja ara, ma, u oghxa! Qed jaghaZguhulek tajjeb! Ghidulna
x’intom tfAttxu, tridu? Taqtghux calbkom taf, fl-ahhar
isssibu xi kelb mejjet. [Jidhol *il gewwa. Jintafa’ bilgieghda
fuq is-sufan. Ware ftit igabbad sigarrett iehor, Idejh jir-
toghdu.] '

PAWLINA: Ghadhom jissuspettaw fina, ibni. [Skief, Wara ftit]
Kellu ragun, l-avukat. Tghid jafu xi haga?-

VICTOR imhawwad. Ma jafx x’jibda jagﬁmel. Jarga’
jqum jippassigga. Jitfi s-sigarrett. Jarga’ jogghod
bilgieghda. Igabbad iehor.

PAWILINA: Victor. [Ma jwigebx. Wara ftit] Victor.

VICTOR jibga’ ma jwigebr. PAWLINA taghlag it-tieqa.

Tmur bilgieghda hdejn binha fug is-sufan.

PAWILINA: Hares, ibni, ejja nitkellmu ftit, trid? Ismaghni. Jien
dal-lejl ma rgadt xejn u gghadt mnahseb... kif I-ahjar
naghmlu jekk jagbduk... Issa jien m'ghadnix 2ghira, u
ghext hajja tajba — m’ghandix x'nilmenta, gawdejt gmieli.
Imm’issa bdejt nixjieh. Int ghadek ged tibda I-hajja, ibni.
— Jien kbirt. — Sewwa kont tghidli, dik iZ-zebgha ma kellix
x’irridha -- arani, qisni wahda ta’ sebghin! Jien ghalija,
ged nahseb, jissusvettaw fina, u ma jissuspettawx, ghalija —
jien x’bagaghli minn din il-hajja? [Ma tafx kif tibda
tkompli u tghid x’ghandha Pmohha.] Tghid ghandhom
provi?

VICTOR: Min jaf!

PAWLINA: Tghid jagbduk — jagbduna?



“Jien qtiltu! Jien qtiltu!” Xena mill-final ta' L-EWWEL JIEN! kif dehret fit-Teatru
Manoel. Antoinette Soler tidher fil-parti ta’ Pawlina, u Mannie Spiteri fil-parti t@’ Victor.
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VICTOR: Jien naf! Fik m’ghandhomx x’'jagbdu!

PAWLINA: Hares — kieku nghidilhom 1 jien?

VICTOR: X'inhu, 1i int?

PAWLINA: Li jien, li qfiltu jien...

VICTOR ma jghid xein.

PAWLINA [wiqra Ftit, tissoktal: Nghidilhom 1 ridt nehles minnu,
li ma riedx jitlagni bi kwieti — 1i kont ili nipprova —
tlabtu biex jitlagni u jhallini bi kwieti, u baga’ jipperseg-
witani, u fi-ahhar... u fl-ahhar iddisprajt, u...

VICTOR jibga’ ihares cass.
PAWLINA: X'tghid?
VICTOR ma jwigebrx.
PAWLINA: X'tahseb? Jew nista’ nghidilhom 1i ittradieni...
Skiet.

PAWLINA: Jien spi¢éajt... blogt... Jien x'ghandi X’nitlef?
X’baqgaghli mid-dinja? [Wara ftit] Jekk se jagbduna u jehel
xihadd minna — ahjar nehel jien minnek,

VICTOR: Trid tehel int, allura? '

PAWILINA: Iva. Int ghadek tfal, ibni, ghadek tfal. Ghad ghandek
hajja shiha quddiemek, Ejja naghmlu kif ged nghidlek
jien. ‘ !

VICTOR: Ma jemmnukx, Dak galitlhom li jien atiltu.

PAWLINA: Ma satax ra hazin? Kieku emmnuh ma telquniex.
Aktar jemmnu lili milli lilu. U jien mnahilfilhom ukoll 1i
ma kienx jahmlek — u ma nkunx ged nigdeb. Nghidilhom
1i kien imhabba fik i tlewwimna, u jien ridtu jitlagni ghax
inti ma ridtux jidhol hawn gew aktar, u kien se jidhol bejni
u bejnek. Ara kemm tigi tajba! Imgar jekk semghu xi
haga... [VICTOR jibga’ sieket.] Hekk se naghmel.

VICTOR [kwazi jkellem lilu mnnifsul: Jien x'ghamilt? Jien

] x'nahti? *

PAWLINA: Isma’ minni. '

VICTOR [bhal qabell: X’'nahti jien? Ghax ghandi ‘mnitghallag
jien? ;

PAWLINA: Mhux ged inghidlek? Hallini mmur inghidilhom ii
jien.
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VICTOR: Se jagbduni. Zgur jagbduni, zgur, Jafu kollox.
PAWILINA: U... mindagshekk... jien inghid 1i le.

VCITOR {7ibga’ sejjer]: U int kxift kollox guddiem dawk it-tnejn
Dawruna! Ipprova ohrog, ara sgibhomx  warajk! Qed
‘jaghtuna 1-habel biex niddendlu bih, Kemm ha gost ighid-
ilma Ibierah! — Kif nahrab? — Ma rridx immut! Ma
rridx immut!

PAWLINA: U ma tmutx, ibni, Mghandekx htija, sewwa qed
tghid. Jien nahti —

VICTOR [nofs ghajtal: Mhux int tahti? — Mhux int?

PAWLINA: Iva, jien! Jien gennintek, jien sahhantek. Ma
ntbahtx i kont kbirt, u hdejt tifhem id-dinja — mg ridtx
nithem. Ma ridtx innehhi l-ghamad minn auddiem ghaijn-
ejja.:

VICTOR [7akku~aha] Int tahti! Int ¢&aghaltni! Mg ridtx
tisma’! Ma kellekx xi tridu — kif ma ridtx tifhem? Wissejtek
jien, wissejtek — u meta mhabbg fikom telgitni Gina wkell,
iddisprajt — meta anqas lil dik ma stajt inkellem minghajr
ma nisthi — meta ¢anfritni bik, iddisprajt, ma, iddisprajt!
Ma bgajtx nara aktar, ghamejt —

FAWLINA: U jien ukoll ghamejt —

VICTOR: — u meta rajtkom... hemm, fil-bieb, dik il-lejla...
intom flimkien... u jien wahdi... mahrub minn shabi, mifrud
minn Gina — min jaf fejn kienet dik... imhabba fikom,
ghax ridtu d-dinja koliha ghalikom — ma nafx x’ghamilt,
angas naf kif... fejn maf... ma nafx... rajtu jaga’ ma’ l-art,
u demmi kesah! [Jibki.]l U bdejt nibza’, imbaghad...

PAWILINA: Ibni, ahfirli! [Thaeddnu ma’ sidirha, Wara ftit]
Sfoga, ibni. [Tbusu fug rasu.] Ibki, tibzax... Kemm ili narah
dak id-dmugh niexef f'shajnejk! Sfoga, istrieh, dak il-biki
kien ged jagsamlek qalbek... U ghajjarni, ghax jisthogqli,
u weggaghni... Jien kont il-kagun tieghek. — Imma tis-_
hetnix — aghdirni, jekk tista’ — ahfirli. Nehhejtu l-ghamad
sa fl-ahhar. Insejtha d-dinja, u aed nara htijieti. Dnibt
kontra ibni. Hsibt ghal rasi. Lilek insejtek. -

VICTOR {ingala’ minn hdanha. Titolbu —
Hallini nhailas jién, nghidithom 1 jien atiltu — il-htija
tieghi, mhux tieghek, Hallini npafti — forsi nnaddaf ruhi
u Alla jahfirli...
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VICTOR iqum bilwieqfa. Tagbdu minn idu.

.. ghax jekk nibga’ b'din I-indiema f’galbi se niggennen!
Jekk mnibga’ b'dat-thewdin f'rasi, b’dat-tismir, b’da’...
b’dax-xitan 1 dahalli go fija... se nindanna!

Jinhall minn {‘idha. Jitbieghed  pass jew tnejn.
Jiegaf ihokk rasu fnofs il-kamra. Ommu titlob
hniena —

Se nindanna! Minn dak il-lejl ili ma norgod... Mohhi sar
¢ebla — gebla tgila taghfasli, taghfasli rasi. Ma tigikx
hniena minni? Jekk — Alla nixxifli isieni! — jekk inehhu
lilek!. .. Jien x'naghmel? Min isabbarni? X'naghmel? Langas
il~genn ma jnissini, kieku! Liema dassis jiskungrali ruhi?
Nagbez, kieku, zgur naghez, minn fug l-oghla sir, minn
fejn 1-aktar nitfarrak, biex forsi anki ruhi tintemm ukoll!
[Tintafaghliy gharkubbtejha.l Henn chalija, ibni! Tridni
nghidlek ibni? Hallini nhallas jien ghalik — le, ghall-htija
tieghi. Hallini nsaffi ruhi, inpattilek, ibni — innehhi dal-piz
fl-ahhar, dat-togol minn fug mohhi — nobrox dit-tebgha
minn fuq ruhi [tobrox sidirhg b’idejha i-tnejn] — u fl-ahhar
inhares lejn wi¢é Alla!l !

Tizher. Binha ma jwigebr. Wara ftit —

Ma tridx? Ma tridx inkunu kuntenti t-tnejn? Jien inhallas
irrid, u int trid tghix. Issa fl-ahhar tgawdiha hajtek, tinsa
l-imghoddi —

VICTOR [faqtghalha kliemha, idur lejhel: X'ninsa? .
PAWLINA: — l-imghoddi..,

VICTOR: Il-kuxjenza?

PAWLINA: Eh?

VICTOR: U l-kuxjenza?

PAWLINA : Kif? X'kuxjenza?

VICTOR [ironikul: X'kuxjenza?

PAWLINA: Ibni, ma nafx x’'int tghid...

VICTOR: Xi tridni? Ninsa qtil u niftakar iehor?
PAWLINA: X'int tghid?

VICTOR: Niftakar iehor?

PAWLINA ma tistax tifhem. Tibga thares lejh.

VICTOR: Jekk jien inhallik tmur tielu I-forka ghalija — jekk

jogtlu lilek —
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PAWLINA: Ismaghni!

VICTOR: — jekk jogtlu lilek —

PAWLINA: Ibni! ‘

VICTOR [jisbel]: Jekk jien ibnek, int, $mmi. Xi trid? Inhalii-
hom joqtlu lilek ghall-htija tieghi? Nogghod fommi sieket?
Nifga 1 ruhi? Inhallik titla’ 1-forka ghalija? U mbaghad?
U mbaghad?

PAWLINA: Hallini nhallas ghal dnubi!

VICTOR [jibga’ sejjer]l: U mbaghad inghix hieni?

PAWLINA: Hallini nsalva ruhi!

VICTOR: U jien x’'naghmel b'ruhi? Int issalva ruhek! Int thallss
dnubek! U jien min isalvahiell? Mhux biZZejjed qtilt darba?
Tridni narga’® Trid targa’ tippuntali idi — kontra tieghek?
Kontra ommi?

PAWILINA : Vie, ibni, ismaghni!

VICTOR: Le, ma, ghalxejn, tghidlix!

PAWLINA: Ismaghni...

VICTOR: Hallini!

PAWLINA: Ismaghni!

VICTOR: Ma rridx naf!

PAWILINA: Vic!

VICTOR: Ma, kollu ghalxejn.

PAWLINA: Imma ghaliex?

VICTOR: Ghax ghidtlek ghalxein.

PAWLINA: M'intix tifhem — jien, jien ged nitolbok —

VICTOR: Naf.

Tkun se jwarrab. It-tempo ta’ l-imghazaq dejjem jit-
haffef.

PAWLINA: Victor!

VICTOR: Hallini!

PAWLINA: Victork

VICTOR: Trid tehles mill-htija tieghek u twekkiha 1ili? Ergajna
ged nahsbu ghal rasna, ma — ged tara? Fit-tgawdiia tal-

gisemn hsibt ghal rasek — u issa ghax geina ghar-ruh, se
targa’ Targa’ tahseb ghal rasek? Jien qtilt, Htija tieghek
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qtilt! U htija tieghek nitla’ I-forka! [Brutali] Htija tieghek
— nitla’ 1-ferka!

PAWLINA: Victor, le! Iskot! Ma tafx x’inti tghid! —

VICTOR: Naf x'jien ing}xid. Jien qtiltu —

PAWLINA: Tghajjatx! "

VICTOR: — u htija tieghek qgtiltu! —

PAWLINA: Bizzejjed! Biziejjed!

Tqum tigri, tmur taghlaglu halqu.

VICTOR [mitluf, jibga’ sejjer]: — ghax int ridt tgawdi hajtek —
u jien iddisprajt —

PAWLINA [tgiddem idejhal: Victor. iskot, ghidtlek! Se jisim-
ghuk!

VICTOR: Jien gtiltu! —

PAWLINA: Iskot!

VICTOR: U issa tridni nhammeg ruhi, biex tnaddaf ruhek int
— tridni niddispra jien, biex tikkonsla int!

PAWILINA: Victor!

VICTOR: Ma tarax 1 dak id-dmugh ghalik innifsek ged
ixxerrdu —

PAWLINA: Ibni!

VICTOR: — ghalik, mhux ghalija? Ghalik innifsek ged tahseb —

PAWLINA: Victor!

VICTOR [li jibga’ dejiem seijer bla ma jieqaf ghall-interruzz-
jonijiet t@’ ommul: Ghalik, mhux ghalija! Ghalik, crhahk'
Ghalik! Int — int, int, int, int! Dejjem int!

VICTOR, imbazéa’, iddisprat, kien jitkellem b’lehen
fgat u mahnuq, itomm lehnu kemm jista’ jkun
kontrollat, ghalkemm xi ghajtq Uil hawn w Ul hinn
tahrablu. Issa fdagga wahda Jaghtih ferh ta’
genn. Mat-tielet “Ghalik” jinferx iwerzaq, bilkemm
mhuxr mitluf minn sensih, jarma Jjaghti fug
wicén u jgebbed raghru. )

PAWLINA tigri lejh, tiddendel mieghu, trid i22ommau,
issikktu, taghlaglu halqu.

Il-hoss ta’ l-imghazag 1wagaf. Jersag pulzzzm bil-giria
mat-tieqa. .

PAJWIJNA Victor, Madonna! Victor! X’se taghmel bidejk!



“Il-bniedem bhall-gemel — jehtieg djinzel gharkubblejh ha jitghabba.” Ines Farrugia
(Gina), Mannie Spiteri (Victor), Victor Apap (Guzé) u Antoinette Soler (Pawlina)
fl-ewwel rena ta’ l-ewwel gt ta’ L-EWWEL JIEN!
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VICTOR jinhall minn dirghain ommu, jimbuttaha bil-
herra, tibga’ sejra bilgieghda ma’ l-art.

VICTOR [iwerzag]: Jien qtiltu! Jien qtiltu! [Jitlaq jigri ’l barre,
mitluf minn sensih, u jghib mill-kancell bil-pulizija Figru
ghal warajh, tghajjat] Jiena qgtiltu! Jiena gtiltu! Jiena
qiiltu!,..

PAWLINA [kif tkun Dbilgieghda fl-art]: Victor!... Victor!...
Victor!... Victor!...

Tgum gharkubbtejha, idejha t-tnejn mahrugin ’il berra.
Tintelaqg ghal wiccha ma’ l-art, issejjah il binha,
tizher u tolfoq. Lehenha ghax-zein ghax-xejn.

Sipariu bil-mod.

TMIEM

Dan  id-dramm, Ii jiena kont lestejt f{ Novembru 1932,
qraituh hawnhekk kif inhadem fit-Teatru Mandel fit-2, 3 u 17
ta’ Frar 1963, b’xi tibdil fghir mill-kopjun origineli I grat il-
gurija tal-Konkors.

Dak li bdilt kienu xi kelma jew xi espressjoni lil hawn u Ll
hinn. Zidt ukoll xi erba’ battuti, u x-xena tal-holma nehhejtha
minn tmiem it-tieni att u qeghedtha fil-bidu ta’ l-ahhar atf.

GUuze’ DIACONO.





