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Does scale affect the presence of the urban-rural 
Interface? Managing this Interface on a small Is land state: 
the ,;ase of Malta 

The M:.h~ 1sla.1ids offet an lntere!>tllll!,. albeit oompll,.x, urlian.steoarl<i. As5o?'tdem<Mus 
gn.""' aod lh~r (l(dc-.r inM.r cores 6J1read oot.,..1rds (at times 61)(1radkalb• 11.0d, monl 
rectntly,.culalivdy), nciy\bc1t1ring l11calitie,: fusL'li tug.ellwr. Ramp:mt pl)!f;H,~ r 
de,\'elo_pnM>nt changed the w~ or the urban•Mlral fringe that had existed up tiO then. and 
«mtnl>t1tcd 1o~i,;h.inJ1, Malta II.$ o~()(the del)~ co,mtti~ .,.tirlcJwide. 
To.:fay. llieie fringes ha,-e alu)()6l dis:ippeared: rural ttreas l1ai.'t beoou.e pe.ri-u,ban are1,s 
a,kJ it is bas OOOOf'lli8 allQCllSt impoi;s-ible to di$tlnguJsh the diffe«>ot .st,.des and int~~rrtlOO.S 
dial m mJll'l$C1hl"cur~n-rural , pc.-ctrurn. \\'here it h:,ppcn1,, tlM! tnb:m·mrnl rrhlgt: i~ 
sin,plyan 1ubt1n ex.1..mslon for spett1bth-e ptq')et'I;)' iind further 1U'l»n sp,rii.,,1. 
t:11rot1,m•1dy, iltltro.atio~I kOQ'l\·ll:(lgcol) lbl:Sllb;ool is "'1t W\Vll}ll 11ppl)Cllblt"10 "'"",11 
Sl:11.s i uch ;l.S Malta, pr"imarily d~ to <liO'~nt :i>Cale ,M'itiiLi01K. ·rhill papcrt.l:Ub h>' 
idcutifying lbe limittltioQSof lntttrM1tiorw1l ('Melitlkzy ripplic;ation, llfld at1erupl61oanswer 
th<!c1uc~tio~ -l-hM' d(l yon ll!Cl)IIQl¢ur~n and rur~I when tl1d r fringeclac:~ l)llt e:riia?· 
a11,d ~ls lbt u1brin.:rura) frt~ 11 oonstotvat5oo tone 10 be protected, 11 tra1lS.ltlon'l.()(l.i, ora 
diwoct Wl)e in i" own riglur In Mull.a ·s ~ l11is lkbiatc dcniandi; lool;:ing at the urb1111 
<l,._o,ii3n aspe!dil ofd1ebuiJ1 e1wiro11met'lt and tbe ;1.rthitetture tha t d'm.ratttri,ie!; t1rlii:uHu
ruraJ. 
l;ri:mn d t!lSign 1)b)'ll l1 lin,iti:d rQ!cQn the Mah~c-pbmning apdi1; nui:nerm1i; urf):,n 
dealgn 1)(,Utl~. f,fiMlfilMAIWlel8M:l'l~:\11! ~ i\l f'n>m ~itMj)ll~Ult 1..m'(ll Pl:Ulll (al the
macro tl('.Alc)eJw.l I.he b\1ilding•ba....-.cd l)evek,pmcn1 Coo1rof Poli(yand lx.8i1t,11 Cu.xlllOoo 
doc.,um:nb(m the mien> so:-.i.le) (•niJU!le!<l h)· tlie Mall/I fa1vitu:1uetcnl unJ Planning 
Aulborhy. the t'la'SOlls of lhisdeftclency in th~ MaJtts(': ~anni~ ~'Stem ort refl,ecwd in 
thce-,,;r-inc;n:a.$in,g inco1t1J1,i lil.,,ili~ · c>f emirQnrn,en~ &$1hcden:;e uli);m f11bric lx,oc,lmes 
!l)C)ft l'iml1>leic v.1th i.ilO'e:11,ini; 1nojetu and oottlh111e11 to spreW C'lllt \.'oards 10 lht det1½1noot 
ofbotb the inner uitinn and thci;u1Toondin~ niral , tn1ctor1?S, 'Ml(: JlQIK:tMb wbWtcr the 
ur~n-rural !rini;c:1h,)nld in fad be ;1 tran,;iti.(1n 1:11f1eof .1rchit«h1n l l)llOlo~ Aka, 
what .should tbls arehltetture re:Oetl - shoubd it foflo,.,, 011 froo• lhe lnntf urban or ouh?t 
mr.1 l 11 1"<).1 or \;l)Qt1ld it, be .i distinct ;1T'(!~ •pe? Thirdly, how is the wm::nt 1,b n nini; 
systcnl sb11pi.i1$ ibis debate? 
Can "''e rhmfON&Ublisbsom<i J>Ointm for the future? H(lw w:i ,,.~ ref.bin). out eulW'nl 
polic,·)'·m:lki~? Octe11 tbl$dUie1111:-ion h.a\•e l'rider implil!llticm~cin the pl:inning:1y,;lf:m pa 
se? A1\d 00',\•e!;nasmall blaod.statt()O('lt11bute to tbe wider turopeande00!1eoo the 
url.x.o•n1r,,I iuteif110.:e? 


