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• al M. l.t . v1·11age 1!11!n·Jg:Ut1"eratelydismantled'(p. lgfe'i~~~1~~~tnthc~~tl~\e l:~·_ci.~L~&~:~ me 1ev . a ese 25h earthin-g of the remains r~~e eVIdence to inilhere..,~ 

Hal Millieri, Malta; Malta Uoiver- · · f the ~sitation church showed R is area was occup1ed.d thai 
sity Press, 1990; pp. xi + 1S2; . · H"storical and O eh. building was structur- oman or post-Rorn 

'l1MES AUGUST 11, 1991 . 
THE SUNDAY . ' . · Annunciation had mams were found 

illustrated. Ramaswamy, G. Wettinger, P. Then there is a , . t (pp 101- that t I~ . to the later church None of the layers th f I)([ 
Buhagiar together with A. Camil- Architectural PoS!scntt o·f the ally gos ~i{inciation; ho'-"'.ever, earthed can be dated ~ere un. 

THIS BOOK contains a report Jeri and s. Theuma, and M. 131) in which the re\ dswith in- of t e · al ernains found m the than the thrrd century A. ~ 
of the archaeological investiga- Buhagiar, have all contributed excavation are mt1gra e historical the matep Ws excavation do not However, some of th P 
tions carried out at the medieval something to its publication. formation drawn ho~ also con- course O d te this church in a Hal Millieri contained e ayei,l\ 
Maltese casale ofHalMillieri. The The figures, the plates and the ?~~cnusmane:~htfe~t~al_

1
cstudy ofthlle help. us ~oan;er In fact, 'the frrst Maltese pottery: 17 sh~~ct"1ston.: 

excavation was made in 1977 on print of this work are of a very '""' ti d as we precise "d · which we have Borg m-Nadur ty softJ-w, 

te~~ ~:~r ~~n~nrr1v~~itr ~i ~~~aa~~iy ~~~~~~; I~~~ a! ;;1i{~t}l_~~n w~\ainti:t !~i 1~i~~Rj le~~{ JW~tiili~ t;~e1 ~::~:;~:
0
~~~ 

i'5t:.1~i;,.r~c~~s~t~~srm~~ }~~t~th ~~a~~;g'k ~!t~~g-2ii Finally, there are . four Ls p- Apostolic D~legate's v1S1tation ~1eth m {arth frorn elsewheri 
overall director of the campaign, and Pace instead of rtace (note 2, pend ices (p_p_. 133·152):.B14u[g~530~ report of 1575 (p. 47>-f th y · •ta I d Jr1 othre we c 
whereas T.F .C. Blagg and A. Ii 3 o Ma!tese Churches, . he Both the church o e . ISi · c u e • a e site was 
Bonanno supervised the work in ~he 1£10 ~\s divided into f~ur 1540, Anal11sis of an Arch m t tion and the uppe~ A!munciatio~ occupied during the la 
the field. · Th I d · Annunciation Church, The Date church had a sem1-c1rcular a_pse, Age; howeyer, some acti,nty ¾di roam !?arts. e ntro uction (pp. · t ze,tun nl take I th " d 

The title-page of this book may ix-xi) 1s followed by the Excava- of the Skeletal Remains a . , · however there is o Y meagre P ace m e area dunng this 
give one the impression that tion Report (pp. 1-99), at the end and Notes on San Pawl Mil.qi. evidence for the existence _of_ an penod. 
T .F.C. Blae:e:. A. Bonanno and of which there are 43 plates; this apse in the earlier Annunciation The foregoing paragraphs un. 
A.T. Luttrell are its sole authors. report contains the information Earlier church church and its shape cannot re- ply that the book under l"eVll'i 
In_ re_ality they function as its retrieved from the excavation of ally be ,:nade out. . constitutes a good report-in~ 
prmc1pal authors and editors, for three medieval churches at Hal The book is well-structured ex- the work at Hal Millieri w~done 
J.L. Pace, together with S. Millieri. cept for the fmal part; although Medieval pottery_ acco!"ding to the pnnc1ples ofa "(----------------------=--- the appendices contain inform a- . stratigi:aphic excavation and the 

SUND~ y Q Ulz tion that is very interesting for a All three medieval. ch~ches - report 1s generally drawn upina 
studyofmedievalMalta,onlyone had graves in them mdicating prec1semanner. 
I Analysis of an Arch in the An- that to some extent they acted as However, there are times when 
nunciation Church) of them burial chapels· however, the Visi- things_are not thatlucid. Thus, r11 
should have appeared in a book tation church had only one grave ·example, layer BC_ (p. 32) is lMI 1. Which is the tariest of the 

republics in Yugoslavia? And in 
which of the republics is the Yugo
slav capital, Belgrade? 

2. What is the most sacred shrine 
of the Sikhs? 

3. Who was the composer of the 
opera William (or Guillaume) Telr! 

4. What are the trades of vintner 
and cooper? 

5. After the Great Siege of-Malta, 
Grand Master La Valette was offered 
an honour by the Pope which he 
declined. What was the honour? 

6. What happened in Hyde Park, 
London (apart from rain) at the end 
of last month - on July 30 to be 
exact? , 

7. What is the Christian name of 
Mrs. Marcos, widow of a fonner 
President? Of which country was he 
President? 
. 8. The word "coun1:'f' in the Eng

lish "counll)' dance" IS not directly 
connected with the open country but 
is a corruption of a French word. Can 
you have a guess at what it is? 

9. Can you match these ancient 
Greeks .with their own, correct 
subject: . 
Homer .... .... ..... .... ......... . medicine 

· by Dilettante 

r::~::::::::::'.:::::::::::~::::i~iy 
Demosthenes ..... .. ........ . epic poetry 
Thucydides ....... ... ....... ,n;uhemalics 

10. In which country would you 
expect to see a koala or a koala bear'! 

11. Do you know the name of the 
old Bolshevik henchman of Stalin's 
who died last month aged 98? (He 
was one of the most efficient and 
most ruthless of Stalin's lieutenants). 

12. What is the name ("O, .. S ... ") 
of the official mapping agency of 
Great Britain? . 

13. During the American Civil 
War there were two Presidents in 
America - a President of the Unit
ed States and a President of the Con
federate States. Can you name one-or 
other of them - or both? 

14. What is the tenn for the sim
ple device - not calculator - which 
is used for performing calculations? 
(The type best known is the frame 
with parallel wires on which one 
slides beads). 

(Answers on page 34) 

that purports to be a report of the which was made before the pave- shown m the section drawin" 
excavations carried out at Hal d t all th tt listed"' Millieri. This is all the more so ment was laid and which could an _no e po ery in 
when one considers that the au- therefore imply that it contained the title of figure 13 (p. 55)_isn 
.thors of the other ai;>pendices do the body of the founder or patron ally represented m the illustr; 
not integrate their Views with the of this church. The burials from tlon: both types of error arefoun.i 
results of the Hal Millieri these Hal Millieri churches-have more than once. 
excavations. provided interesting · evidence; There are times when certain 

The _campaign of 1977 at Hal thu_s, for example, signs of ar- thmgs are repeated _unnec513!· 
Milliep has produced very in- thntis ~d. of strong musculat 1ly; perhaps some more editorill 
terestmgresults. Two contiguous ridges on the bones point to- . work wouldhavecateredforthii 
medieval churches were in- wards a -life of hard physical Besides, the book lacks a 
vestigated: the church of the An- labour. bibliography, which would h.m 
nunciation and the remains of the Th rn fact been very helpful to the 

h h f h e work at Hal Millieri ·has d c urc o t e Visitation the also m d . rea er. . 
southern wall of which was in a e a contribution to the I think that on the whole this 
fact the greater part of the north- rudt of medieval Maltese pot- book is a good contribution to_~ 
em_ wall of the former church ,t{( ound ma stratified context. archaeological and histon"' 
which was longer. ' e . thpe of red and brown study of Malta. It has achieved a 
. The church of the Annuncia- fhurn1s ed pottery discussed in numberoffrrst-timeresultsalinthe 

tion can be dated to the 15th kne report had already been field of Maltese roediev ar· 
ce~tury on the basis of six coins o~n from a 17th century con- chaeology and it will serve~ 
which belong to the period 1402- tfil• h_owever, the work at "Hal the scnolar and the gen"; 
1479 and which were found in a ttien showed that this same reader because it is full of 0 

securely. stratified context E0 ery was already around be- and interesting informauon. 
namely m the make-up of th' 011}hhe end of the 15th century J. 
floor of this church. Excav ti e . oue:h . no structural ~e-. . .Anthony J: FrenlJII 
revealed that this church ; on 
over an earlier one which tood 
be securely dated· h cannot 
seems to stem from 'so~:iiverh it 

~~~f~rf~3th .and d the la~15~ 
. e ev1 ence shows that ·K2 
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