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AM ART 
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EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 

Table 1:  Distribution of Grades May 2006 
 

Grade A B C D E F Abs Total 
N of 

Grades 2 7 28 10 17 25 5 94 

% of Total 2.1 7.4 29.8 10.6 18.1 26.6 5.3 100 
 

 
The markers’ panel for May 2006 Advanced Level in Art submits the following report on the 
general performance of the candidates who sat for the said examination. 
 
Ninety four candidates registered for the examination of which five were absent.  The breakdown 
of the Grades obtained by the candidates was as follows: 
 
Coursework: 
The general level of attainment was satisfactory, but it did not reflect the same number of high 
achievers of May 2005.  This was also common to the Project and papers. 
 
There have been very significant improvements in terms of presentation and in the works’ 
legibility within the context of the candidates’ studies.  Candidates should however keep in mind 
that their work must be varied and should try to show how they have investigated and worked on 
different themes, ideas, and concerns.  That the course work portfolio is a selective 
representation of the candidates’ work seems, however, to be now well engrained. 
 
A number of candidates presented thick hard-bound sketch books with a great majority of pages 
blank.  This does not reflect well on their use of the sketch book itself. 
 
A small number of candidates tampered with the size of the portfolio provided by MATSEC.  
These candidates were penalised. 
 
Paper I Project – Composition from a theme: 
A general correlation of results between the Coursework and the Project indicates how the project 
has been well integrated within the working patterns of the candidates.   There have been very 
significant improvements in the research aspect but still, many candidates fail to properly show 
how their work progressed and evolved.  This results in a fragmentation between the finished 
work and the individual aspects of research undertaken by the candidates.  The project has to 
show the candidates’ thinking processes and the works that the candidates present should allow 
the markers’ panel to visualize and understand this.   
 
Paper I – Work from Observation  
This paper is divided into sections a) drawing and painting from the model, b) still-life with man-
made and natural form. 
Candidates generally achieve better results in the still-life.  There have been some good works, 
but the markers’ panel feels it necessary to underline the importance that candidates should give 
to the general composition of the objects that they set infront of them.  This paper is not only 
about representation and interpretation but also about their ability to structure the group of objects 
in interesting compositions.   
The human figure paper suffers from the difficulties that are recurrent every year.  It seems that a 
considerable number of candidates are not working hard enough in preparing themselves for this 
paper.  A number of candidates do not possess a proper knowledge of basic anatomy and this 
obviously hinders them in the representation of the human figure  
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Paper II -History of Art 
The correlation between high achievers in the fine arts section and in history of art is 
unfortunately not strong enough.  It is a pity that a number of candidates who performed well in 
the fine arts section did not show the same capabilities in this paper; this also applies vice-versa.  
History of Art is an essential part of artistic training and candidates should strive to show a good 
grasp of the story of art. 
 
The general concern, voiced over the past years, is that many candidates do not read the set 
questions properly and thus stray away from what was required of them.   Moreover, it has been 
repeatedly noted that candidates should not be presenting detailed biographical accounts of the 
artists that they study but should focus on question of style, context, and on the analyses of works 
of art. 
 
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
 
10 October 2006 


