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AM FRENCH 

MAY 2006 SESSION 
EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

 
Table 1:  Distribution of Grades May 2006 

 
Grade A B C D E F Abs Total 
N of 

Grades 8 20 26 21 30 16 2 123 

% of Total 6.5 16.3 21.1 17.1 24.4 13.0 1.6 100 
 
One hundred and twenty three candidates registered for the above examination. Two candidates 
were absent. The following table shows the distribution of grades. 
  
The examination consisted of four papers, including an oral test in reading, conversation and 
Civilisation française.  
 
 
Paper I  
Analyse d’un texte non littéraire (50 marks) 
 
Thirty-six (29%) candidates failed this exercise, while nine (7.3%) candidates obtained 75% of the 
mark or over. Most of the candidates who did not obtain a passmark in this paper wrote a 
summary of the text and not a linguistic analysis. Many candidates did not give the source of the 
text. They failed to comment on the moods and tenses used, and on the use of the punctuation. 
While the main theme was often correctly indicated, the secondary ones were either totally or 
partly ignored. Another common error was that of mentioning some linguistic aspects which were 
not illustrated by quotations or references to the text. Other reasons why candidates obtained low 
marks in this exercise were: (1) difficulty in expressing ideas in correct French, (2) basic grammar 
rules are ignored, and (3) orthographical errors and a limited vocabulary. Spelling mistakes are 
often due to interference from other languages, such as example for exemple, quotation for 
citation, and paragraph for paragraphe. Most candidates made persuasive arguments about the 
aim of the author in writing this text and its effects on the reader. 
 
 
Paper II  
 
This paper consisted of two exercises, an essay and a written comprehension. 
 
(a) Essay (100 marks) 
 
The most popular essay was question 1: Le ‘chat’ sur internet aide-t-il à faire de vrais amis? The 
ideas were very similar, but only a small number of candidates made some really interesting 
remarks. Titles 3 and 5, Big Brother, L-Ispjun, La Talpa… la télé-réalité fait du bruit. Que pensez-
vous de telles emissions? Si vous aviez l’occasion, aimeriez-vous y participer? and Comment 
préserver l’avenir de notre planète? respectively, also appealed to the candidates. Indeed, some 
essays provided interesting reading, especially on ecological matters. On the other hand, the 
ideas expressed by the few candidates who chose title 4 were poor, as creativity and originality 
were lacking. 52 candidates (over 42%) failed this exercise. This should be a matter of great 
concern to teachers and candidates alike. The standard of written French is going down from one 
year to the next. The Board is of the opinion that the reasons for this alarming failure rate which 
continue to be repeated year after year in every report are not being taken seriously. Candidates 
simply do not know basic grammar rules or, if they know them, they fail to apply them. The Board 
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will not make the usual list of these grammar rules: it will limit itself to give some examples taken 
from the candidates’ scripts, while stressing that the list is far from being exhaustive.  
 

o Interference from other languages: confidence for confiance; piel for peau; un 
criminal for un criminel; pericoleuse for dangereuse; des individuelles for des 
individus; le progress for le progrès; les adventures for les aventures;  
indimenticable for inoubliable; etc. 

o The use of the negative:  que je n’aime beaucoup, etc. 
o Expressions of quantity: Beaucoup des individus; beaucoup des qualités; 

beaucoup des animaux; etc. 
o The use of savoir and connaître ; entre and parmi. 
o Agreement rules : touts les animaux; un oiseaux; l’études; divers photos; notre 

enfants; certaines maladie. 
o Verbs: j’ai aussi reçevu; le ciel t’aiderai, autrefois je pense; s’ont intéressé.  
o Colloquialism: the use of ça instead of cela.  
 

Moreover the vocabulary is limited and idiomatic expressions are very rare. Many candidates find 
great difficulty in expressing their ideas. Sentence structure is often bad and spelling mistakes 
abound. With regard to punctuation, many essays had misplaced commas and full-stops. In many 
essays, there was a tendency to repeat the same idea from one paragraph to the next. As a 
result, some candidates did not respect the word limit and as each and every word is counted, 
marks where deducted when the word limit was not observed.  
 
(b) Written Comprehension (70 marks) 
 
48 candidates failed this exercise. This is not at all surprising when one compares the failure rate 
of this exercise with that of the essay. When candidates are not accustomed to read regularly in 
French, how can they fully understand a passage? And when they find it difficult to express 
themselves, how can they formulate correctly their answer in French even if they have 
understood the question? Thus, questions 1 and 5 proved the most difficult. In fact, in question 5, 
some candidates simply inverted the structure of the sentence or changed the word order, 
instead of re-phrasing the sentence in their own words. Questions 2 and 3 were generally 
answered correctly. Question 4 was less so. For some candidates, the word “artnapping” was put 
between inverted commas just because it was written in English. Some candidates 
misunderstood question 6 and their answer was therefore out of point. In question 7 candidates 
lost marks because they were not familiar with the terms in the question.  Candidates did better in 
questions 8 and 9, though some confused pays with ville and gave as examples Angkor and 
Brescia. The last question was either left out or answered badly as most candidates failed to 
highlight the link between the title and the text, nor did they say whether the title was relevant or 
not. 
 

As a final remark one can say that if candidates were not so poor in general knowledge 
they would surely do better in Papers I and II. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AM Examiners’ Report – May 2006 

 4

Paper III 
Literature (100 marks) 
 
All the literature questions were attempted, however the only book chosen by all the candidates 
was La Symphonie pastorale. Twenty-five candidates (20%) failed in this paper; twelve 
candidates obtained 75% or higher. 
 
The following are some general comments on this paper:  

 
(1) Candidates should read the question carefully and plan their answer 

accordingly.  They should not make use of memorised material totally 
irrelevant to the question.  

(2) Candidates do not give enough references and quotations to support their 
arguments. 

(3) Quotations are only valid if they support relevant argumentation. 
(4) In many cases, the quotations were not exact.  
(5) Only a small number of candidates mentioned some biographical notes 

and/or commented on the author and his times when this information was 
relevant to the question. 

  
1.   MOLIÈRE, Le Bourgeois gentilhomme.  

 
Question 1a was less popular than question 1b. Nonetheless, the answers of 1a were better than 
those of 1b. Generally, in question 1a, candidates answered to the point and succeeded in 
outlining the secondary but crucial roles of Covielle and Lucile. These two characters were aptly 
depicted in their roles of friends, lovers and loyal servants, and candidates highlighted the role of 
these two characters in relation to the comic element of the play. Most of the candidates who 
chose question 1b lost marks because they only focused on the ridiculous aspect of M Jourdain, 
while they should have argued as to whether or not M Jourdain endears himself to the audience 
or to the reader, in spite of his avarice, vanity, folly and ridicule. Candidates who only provided 
examples of comic scenes where the obsession of M Jourdain makes him appear ridiculous, did 
not obtain a passmark.  
 
 2.   MUSSET. On ne badine pas avec l’amour 
  
A relatively small number of candidates studied this play. Most of them preferred to answer 
question 2b. They agreed with Van Tiegham’s remark. The arrogant attitude of both Perdican and 
Camille which leads to the tragedy of Rosette’s death was aptly illustrated by quotations and 
pertinent references to the text. Most candidates who answered this question obtained a good 
mark, however, in question 2a, some candidates simply described the relationship between 
Camille and Perdican and did not analyse Perdican’s ambiguous character.  
 
3.    ZOLA, Le Rêve 
 
Out of the sixteen candidates who prepared this text, only three chose question 3b. Two of these 
failed, as they did not comment on the choice of the names of certain characters in the novel; 
they only mentioned the protagonists of the story and related episodes without even trying to 
make a link between the name and the character.  Four candidates who answered 3a did well or 
very well, the rest obtained 50% of the marks or less.  Those who failed gave short, inadequate 
answers or went out of point. 
 
4   GIDE, La Symphonie pastorale 
 

The majority of the candidates answered question 4b. The answers to this question were 
generally good, with quotations relevant to the three aspects of the novel they had to comment 



on. Some candidates who answered question 4a did well, but others did not understand the 
question well, and did not realise they had to concentrate on the key word humain. 
 
 5.    SAINT-EXUPÉRY, Le Petit Prince 
 
The performance of most candidates was satisfactory in both questions 5a and 5b; however, the 
answers to question 5a were better as they explained the importance of the rose for le Petit 
Prince who loved and cared for her. On the other hand, there was a  tendency in the answers to 
question 5b to simply narrate episodes from the story. Other candidates did not understand the 
question and only described the encounter of le Petit Prince with several protagonists. Some 
quotations had many spelling mistakes.  
 
6.   CAMUS, L’Envers et l’endroit 
 
The majority of the candidates who chose this text opted for question 6b. In fact, only six 
candidates answered question 6a, and only three of them obtained a passmark. This shows that 
they did not understand the question well. Those candidates who opted for question (b) tackled 
the question very well and analysed the theme of loneliness with reference to the text.   

 
 
Paper IV 
Dictée (30 marks) 
 
Only twenty-five candidates (20%) obtained 75% of the mark.  Thirty-two candidates (26%) failed 
the Dictation test and ten candidates obtained less than 10 marks.  The reasons for this poor 
performance have been repeated over and over again in previous reports and they converge 
mainly on negligence, bad pronunciation and disregard for basic grammar rules.  Interference 
with English, Italian and Maltese results in these examples taken from candidates' scripts: foto for 
photo; professor, proffeseur for professeur; paese for paysage; infin for enfin; represent, 
répresente for représente; filosophie, filosofie, filosophy, philosophy for philosophie;  charm for 
charme; realize, réalizé for realize.  Accents are often thrown about aimlessly.  Candidates should 
realize that accents form part of the correct spelling of a word.  It is worrying that common words, 
such as premier or été and the past participle of verbs of the first conjugation have their accents 
wrong.  Other gross errors include verbs that are incorrectly conjugated, such as elle a était prise 
for elle a été prise or j’avais été choisit and j’avais était choisi for j’avais été choisie; vous pouvait 
for vous pouvez; en regardens for en regardant; j’était for j’étais; etc.  Homonyms often confuse 
candidates, the most common being a and à; sûr and sur; ce and se; moi and mois, mer and 
mere, ou and où, etc.  Regarding punctuation marks, the colon gave some difficulty: some wrote 
des points, others thought it meant inverted commas, or a question mark.  One wonders whether 
this exercise is given any attention at all during the two-year preparation for this examination.  
 
The Oral Examination (50 marks) 
 
The oral examination is composed of a reading exercise (15 marks) and a dialogue made up of 
two parts, namely, free conversation (15 marks) and a dialogue based on a set text on French 
culture (20 marks). 
 
Only four candidates failed the Oral examination and forty-six (37%) obtained 80% of the mark or 
over.  The Board is pleased to note a marked improvement in this part of the examination.  
Candidates showed that they had understood the reading passages and they  generally 
respected the punctuation marks. Their articulation was also good.  The free conversation was 
not always flowing and examiners often had to help candidates who would otherwise react with 
very curt answers or a simple oui or non.  Regarding the dialogue during which candidates were 
tested on civilisation française, the Board is pleased to report that the candidates generally 
showed they had taken an interest in the subject and their performance was good and at times, 
very good. 
 
Chairman 
Board of Examiners 

 
September 2006 


