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AM GERMAN 

MAY 2006 SESSION 
EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

 
Of the 36 candidates registered for Advanced Level Examinations, 1 candidate was absent. 
The remaining 35 candidates achieved the following results: 
 

Table 1:  Distribution of Grades May 2006 
 
Grade A B C D E F Abs Total  
N of 

Grades 9 9 7 3 4 3 1 36 

% of 
Total 25 25 19.4 8.3 11.1 8.3 2.8 100 

 
Table 2:  Distribution of Grades May 2005 

 
Grade A B C D E F Abs Total 
N of 

Grades 12 6 8 5 3 4 2 40 

% of Total 30 15 20 12.5 7.5 10 2 100 
 
 
All scripts were seen by three markers. A marking scheme was used. Both the new and the 
old orthography were accepted. 
 
Basis for the questions in Paper III was the prescribed book “Dreimal Deutsch” as well the 
prescribed books on literature. Especially in Landeskunde no questions were asked to which 
the answers were not mentioned in the book “Dreimal Deutsch”.  
 
The candidates achieving Grade “A” had obviously understood the questions and gave 
linguistically good and acceptable replies. Some of the essays were quite interesting and 
original. While candidates obtaining Grade “B” still gave reasonable replies, candidates with 
lower results lacked more and more understanding of texts and questions, and some showed 
problems in expressing themselves in German.  
 
As far as the essays are concerned it might be of interest to note that all six offered titles were 
chosen, whereby the title “Eine unvergessliche Erfahrung” was chosen by 16 candidates, 
followed by the title “Mein Traumhaus” chosen by 8, and ”Tierschutz in Malta” by 6, 
”Vorbereitungen zur Fussballweltmeisterschaft 2006” and “Ein extremer Winter” by 2 each, 
and “Das Verhältnis zwischen Senioren und Junioren in Malta” by 1 candidate. One candidate 
omitted to write an essay. 
  
However, apart from linguistic problems many candidates showed an astonishing lack of the 
general knowledge to be expected of an average 18 year old and school leaver. Typical 
examples are: 
 
-     “Die Christianliche Sovietische Union und die Bundes Demokratische Republik sind zwei  
       Zusammensetzung des deutschen Parlaments”. For the non-German speaking reader: 
       The question asked for the components of the German Parliament; as answer the former  
       Soviet Union and the former East German Democratic Republic were offered. 
 
-     “Am 17. Juni 1953 gab es die Wirtschaftswunder in Deutschland”. On this date the  

remarkable uprise of the people in Eastern Germany took place, while the 
Wirtschaftswunder was the economic miracle in Western Germany referring to the period 
of approx. 1950-1960. 
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-    “Zwei “neue” Bundesländer sind Köln und München”.   Meaning: Two “new” Federal  
      States are Cologne and Munich! 
 
As far as handling the actual examination papers is concerned – and this refers to Advanced 
Level as well as Intermediate Level - it is noticeable that most of the suggestions of earlier 
reports have been adhered to. One candidate used a red pen:  Candidates must be informed 
that in these examinations they can use only blue or black ink. However, more emphasis 
should be placed on correct numbering of the answers referring to questions. In some 
instances it was difficult to attach the right answer to the right question. This is not only time 
consuming but may also lead to answers being marked as ‘wrong’. No smudgy correcting 
fluid was used. Yet, as the scripts of Advanced Level as well as Intermediate Level of May 
2006 showed, candidates should be made aware of the following items: 
 
a)  Candidates should be told clearly that where answers are required in full sentences, and  
     where this is clearly stated, monosyllables / single words will result in reduced marks. 
 
b)  Candidates should number their answers strictly in accordance with the questions. 
 
c)  Candidate should be encouraged to make sure that they have answered all the questions. 

Some students seemingly forgot to answer a question, or skipped part of a question, 
consequently losing the respective marks. 

 
d)  AGAIN, some students spelt the German word “Ja” (Yes) with the letter Y instead of J,  
     which is definitely not acceptable and regarded as a misspelling.  
 
e)  Students should be urged NOT to copy from the given German texts (Leseverständnis),  
     but use their own words and expressions. 
 
f)  And last but not least, the provided booklets for the candidate’s scripts have an ample     

number of pages. Therefore, it is not necessary at all that students squeeze their 
answers, in some cases to the extent of two answers on one line. They may leave some 
lines of spacing at least between Sections and the individual chapters.  

 
 
Oral Examinations : As was the case in previous years, the actual examination time had to 
be substantially shorter than prescribed. Some candidates were very good and obtained high 
marks; others were of poorer standard. One examiner noticed that some candidates had 
learnt by heart and were not capable of understanding the questions asked regarding the 
chosen subject; i.e. they would just continue talking about what they had studied without 
really answering the examiner’s questions. A typical hilarious situation was when one student 
had talked about traditional foods for Christmas in Germany and mentioned Truthahn (a 
turkey) and just minutes later did not know the German word for "turkey" when talking about 
the Maltese typical Christmas lunch and said "Türkei" (the country of Turkey, which in 
German has the emphasis on the second syllable and is of feminine gender). 
 
This shows again that pupils should be discouraged from learning texts off by heart and rather 
be trained in conversing in short simple sentences. 
 
  
 
 
Chairperson  
Board of Examiners,  
 
2nd August, 2006 


