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AM HISTORY 
May 2006 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
Statistics 
 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for AM Level History – May 2006 session  
Grade A B C D E F Abs Total 

N 4 39 32 14 4 6 14 113 

% 3.5 34.5 28.3 12.4 3.6 5.3 12.4 100.0 
 
General comments 
 
The Board of Examiners wishes to note that the general performance of the candidates taking this exam 
was overall satisfactory with work of good quality and in some cases of very good quality. An overall 
improvement is to be noted in the content from previous sessions, with some students giving evidence of an 
amount of reading and supportive research with citations from authors/historians. There was, however, a 
considerable contrast with a number of candidates who showed incomplete understanding of the subject, 
and no evidence of additional reading. In a number of answers there was minimal or no understanding of 
the theme in question. 
 
When it comes to the use of the English language, by and large, the situation has remained stationary as 
previous years with the level of grammar and vocabulary leaving much to be desired. At this point it has to 
be underlined that English grammar and lexical mistakes are not usually penalized by the examiners. 
However, in some cases there was a clear language problem which affected the student’s ability to express 
him/herself.  It is much more worrying to see that many candidates could barely produce two pages of text 
to answer the questions in essay format in Papers I and II. In several instances the candidates who did this 
also produced incomplete answers, perhaps because they failed to understand the question.  Moreover, the 
usual tendency to produce a chronology of events rather than a discussion based on the facts remains a 
major problem. Although it was only in a minority of cases that some answers were factually wrong, in the 
main the tendency to 'stick to the facts' and avoid expressing an opinion is still strong. Unfortunately, the 
practice of memorizing and reproducing standard class notes is still held. This should be emphatically 
discouraged. Candidates will never be able to form and express their own critical opinion without their 
individual input of reading and understanding the subject. One last comment: from the questions which 
most of the students chose, it is clear that in their majority they shy away from questions of a social and 
economic nature and even when they attempt to answer these they deviate into political-constitutional 
issues. 
 
Paper I: Maltese History 
 
Section A 
 
1(a) The minority of candidates who opted to answer this question (37), about the early Maltese political 

demands under British colonial rule, did significantly well. Most of the answers were found to be 
generally good. 

1(b) Most of the students (63) opted to answer this question treating British growing interest in acquiring 
Malta as a colony. Again most answers were good with a handful of them of a very good quality. 

 
2, 3  Students tackling these questions provided some valid points, showing a rounded approach to these 

topics. 
 
3  Most of the answers provided for this question were of a generally good level. 
 
4  Very few candidates (4) answered this question dealing with Maltese education during the early 

British rule. 
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5  As in previous sessions, the Language Question was very popular with students, with most of the 
answers showing good preparation.  

 
Section B 
 
6(a)  The vast majority of candidates answered this question. They were asked to outline the main issues 

affecting Anglo-Maltese relations from 1945 to 1964 with many rightly focusing on the 
integration/independence options. A good knowledge of the constitutional development was shown 
in several essays which also referred to social and economic issues. Candidates demonstrated a good 
knowledge of the factual background, but not all of them could answer the second part of the 
question (to what extent did independence resolve these issues). 

 
6(b)  Candidates who answered this question dwelled mainly on the election of the MLP in 1971 and the 

departure of the last British forces in 1979. 
 
7 Students who attempted this question were mostly well informed on the social issues facing Maltese 

governments during the period 1921-33, yet in some cases answers were written in terms of the 
political history of the period. 

 
8  Several candidates described the events associated with the two politico-religious crises but failed to 

answer why these took place. 
  
9, 10  Very few candidates answered these questions. 
 
Paper II: International History  
 
Section A 
 
1(a)  Most of the candidates (60) chose to answer this question from this compulsory choice, with most of 

them showing a good preparation on the basic theme under discussion. 
 
1(b)  The students which opted to answer this question also showed preparation with some of them citing 

some known works/authors on the subject. 
 
2   This question of an economic history nature attracted the least candidates (8). 
 
3  Most of the answers provided here were good and tackled the main issues involved by taking in 

consideration some current historical arguments. This approach should be commended. 
 
4  This question was the most popular from this section with 36 candidates tackling it. Most of the 

answers provided showed a good factual knowledge of German foreign policy with a rather pointed 
emphasis on the main actors. 

 
5  Quite a proportion of students answered this very direct question (24) showing factual familiarity 

with the topic. 
  
Section B 
 
6(a)  Many candidates attempted this question on the division of Germany and several demonstrated a 

sufficient factual knowledge of the main developments in Cold War Europe. An increased awareness 
of the experiences of different countries in Eastern Europe would be a major improvement. 
Moreover, few candidates noted the different approaches adopted amongst western countries. 

 
6(b)  Several answers showed a good knowledge of the diplomatic and political interaction surrounding 

the nuclear arms race, but were less sure on the effects it had on the CW. 
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7  Candidates who answered this question were generally well informed on the dismantling of the 
French colonial empire. On the other hand, for instance, the two island examples beyond North 
Africa were hardly mentioned - the cases of Malta and Cyprus. A more comparative approach should 
be encouraged. 

 
8  Several candidates attempted this question on the role of religious differences in the Arab-Israeli 

conflict. Some candidates made a genuine effort to answer the question, but in a number of essays 
this was simply assumed to be the case, and instead a chronology of events was produced. 

 
9  Few candidates attempted this question – mostly doing well but generally not defining what is meant 

by European integration across half a century. 
 
10  Few candidates attempted this question. 
 
Paper III: Source, Analysis and Interpretation 
 
Section A 
 
1, 2  A nearly identical number of candidates chose to answer either the first or second question. 

Candidates varied considerably in their performance in this section. Overall it should be noted that 
most of the students showed a high level of factual knowledge on the political-constitutional history 
of Malta, but with very few expressing any opinion or critical thinking. 

 
 
Section B 
 
3  In the majority of cases candidates generally showed a clear factual knowledge of the events leading 

to the proclamation of the German empire in 1870, and an appreciation of the position of Austria and 
the developments which culminated in the Franco-Prussian war. Some candidates had some trouble 
explaining (ii) and (iii) revealing limited knowledge of the project of German unification before 
Bismarck. Moreover, limited knowledge on the state of the German territories prior to unification 
was revealed in various answers. Candidates found it easier to answer (iv) and (v) identifying the 
Kaiser’s death and Bismarck’s departure as a turning point in German history. 

 
4   This question was answered by the majority of candidates. A good factual preparation was shown on 

the international background (i) and the nature of the Truman Doctrine (ii), as well as its application 
up to 1962 (v) but several students had some trouble in answering (iii) and (iv). Once more, those 
questions which test the student’s ability to interpret a quotation in its context reveal the limitations 
in the analytical preparation. 

 
 
 
The Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2006 


