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AM Information Technology 
May 2006 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 

Part 1: Statistical Information 

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades awarded in the May 2006 session. 
 
Table1: Distribution of grades awarded 

Grade A B C D E F Abs Total 

Number 9 23 26 15 5 7 0 85 

% of Total 10.59 27.06 30.59 17.65 5.88 8.24 0 100% 

 

Part 2: Comments regarding performance. 

 

Paper 1 

Section A 
The average mark for this section was 35 out of 50. This was about 2% better than last 
year’s mark. This confirms that the material for this section is being adequately covered. 
 
Question 1 
 

a) Students seem to be familiar with the term computer based crime and can 
adequately explain the implications. 

b) This part of the question based on part a) was answered well. 
c) This part was adequately answered. 
d) This part was adequately answered. 
 

 
Question 2 
 
Unfortunately the majority of the students did not show proper understanding of some of 
the implications in this question and scored a very low mark. This shows that students 
find a difficulty in applying the knowledge to a different context. 
 
Question 3 
 
This question was well answered. 
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Question 4 
 
This question was the least popular question. Those who selected it scored quite high 
marks. 
 
 
Section B 
 
The average mark for this section was 15 out of 25. This indicates that most students 
were familiar with the material required. However the students find difficulty in properly 
answering these questions where they must involve their thinking and theory. Question 3 
was the least chosen question. It appears that Human Communication is not being given 
sufficient importance, as the average mark indicates. 
 
 
Section C 
 
The average mark for section C is 13 out of 25. This is quite disappointing as topics from 
the Business Organisation area should not be difficult.  The marks for question 1 were on 
the low side. Most of this question consisted of definitions with which the students 
should have been familiar. Also the fact that the students have projects related to this 
topic seems not to be helping at all. Students are not familiar with terms like ergonomics, 
collective bargaining and delegation of duties. Also students find difficulty in expressing 
themselves. 
Question 2 from this section was only selected by about 7 students. 
 
 
Paper II 
 
Section A 
 
The average mark for this section was 25 out of 50.  None of the questions in this section 
were properly answered.  Students had difficulty in understanding the three types of 
operating systems. Students did not understand the term generic software. Also the 
question related to databases shows that many students are learning this material at a very 
superficial level. Students could not distinguish between the WWW and the Internet. 
It is evident that most students are not taking the issues involved seriously. 

 
Section B 
 
The average mark for this section was 27 out of 50.  This is quite low. This section deals 
with programming and system development and is one of the fundamental areas in 
Computing and Information Technology. There are some worrying concerns here. One of 
them is the fact that only a handful of the students could actually give examples of 
programming constructs like Sequence, Loop and Conditional branching. Again very few 
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students actually knew what a reserved word was for! Students did not know what a DFD 
(Data Flow Diagram) is and instead gave a flowchart. Almost none of the students could 
explain what Object-Oriented programming is, let alone inheritance! Only about 2% of 
the students managed to explain a recursive sorting algorithm. The question requiring 
students to describe a software development life cycle was the best answered question 
mainly due to the fact that it required simple recall. 
 

 
Concluding Remarks 
 
The area of programming and software are being overlooked by students. Students are 
incapable of explaining and deriving simple algorithms in a procedural language. 
Many students do not even know what an algorithm is. 
 
From the extremely poor quality of the answers in Paper II it is evident that the students 
need help in order to grasp programming concepts well. 
 
 
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2006. 
 


