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AM RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE 
May 2006 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
1. Statistics 
 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for AM Level Religious Knowledge  – May 2006 session  
Grade A B C D E F Abs Total 

N 14 36 41 26 14 10 14 155 

% 9.0 23.2 26.5 16.8 9.0 6.5 9.0 100.0 
 
2. General Remarks 
 
2.1 As shown above, for the May Session 2006 of the Advanced Matriculation in Religious Knowledge the 
total number of students who registered was 155. Fourteen candidates did not turn up for the exam, and 
only 3 did not turn up for one or two of the three papers. 
 
2.2 The exam consisted in three papers: Paper I dealing with the study of the Bible including both the Old 
and New Testaments; Paper II with Christian doctrine; and Paper III with morality, centering mainly on 
issues relating to the dignity of the human person and the moral life from a Christian perspective.   
 
2.3 A general feeling on the three papers is that candidates of Religious Knowledge at the Advanced Level 
are not taking seriously enough the academic preparation that this exam demands. This lack of preparation 
leads to answers sounding more like a Sunday sermon rather than a prepared and studied answer to a 
specific question in an examination. Quite a number of candidates at this level tend to rely more on general 
and vague ideas and notions from catechism lessons of childhood years rather than on an immediate and 
truly academic preparation. In this year’s exam, candidates seemed to do fairly well mostly in Paper III 
dealing with issues of morality. Still, the tendency of prefabricated answers dominates.  
 
2.4 Only 7 out of the 141 candidates who actually sat for the examination answered in English (4 in the 
case of Paper III). Unfortunately, it has to be stated though that in many cases the way of writing in the 
Maltese language is horrible.  
  
3. Remarks on Paper I 
 
3.1 Most candidates answered Question 1a on God’s revelation particularly as accounted for in the Bible. It 
is interesting to note that from a total of 141 candidates, 109 opted for this question which relates to the 
Bible and is of a more narrative nature, rather than Question 1b which is more speculative and challenges 
the candidate to argue for or against the existence of God.     
 
3.2 As for Question 2a on the mystery of the Incarnation and the Person of Jesus Christ, for quite a number 
of those who answered this was a difficult question. Question 2b, asking the candidates to “show how 
God’s love for Israel is compared both to a mother’s and to a father’s love”, was completely misleading to 
many who instead spoke on the role of the father and the mother in the family.  
 
3.3 Questions 3a and 3b are related to the Gospel of Mark which is a pre-set text for candidates to study in 
detail. As expected many were quite prepared for these questions, though for quite a number it remains 
difficult to distinguish one particular Gospel from the rest. 
 
4. Remarks on Paper II 
 
4.1 Question 1a was on the role of the laity in the Church and in social and political life. But for most 
candidates the Church is still mainly perceived as hierarchical and when it comes to the activity of the laity 
few are prepared to translate what the Church teaches to the everyday commitment of the Christian. As for 
Question 1b, notions like “communion of saints” seem to remain difficult to translate for most candidates. 



AM EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2006 

 3

It is interesting though, that quite a number reacted critically for the second part of the question which 
refers to the way parish festas are celebrated in Malta. 
 
4.2 The answers given to Question 2a on the role of the Holy Spirit in the Church and particularly in the 
liturgy were rather restrictive to the event of Pentecost in the early Church. As for Question 2b on Baptism, 
the majority of those who took the question were prepared on baptism but failed to bring out the difference 
between John the Baptist’s baptism and that instituted by Jesus.    
 
4.3 Questions 3a and 3b deal with historical aspects. Unfortunately, as usual, performance in this field is 
quite poor.  
 
5. Remarks on Paper III 
 
5.1 As for Question 1a dealing with the right to freedom and in particular freedom of expression, some 
candidates just wrote down material quite irrelevant to the topic while some others connected the issue with 
the Da Vinci Code debate, leaving out completely any reference whatsoever to the duty of responsibility 
which was specifically indicated in the question. For Question 1b on natural law, we had rather confused 
answers. 
 
5.2 A very good number of candidates tackled the question on faith and reason (2a) giving quite standard 
answers but linking also to topical debates in the media. But as regards Question 2b which was quite 
specific and in detail, very few actually answered in the way expected.  
 
5.3 Question 3a, dealing with Catholic social teaching and specifically with the principle of subsidiarity, 
was chosen only by 26 and the answers were rather naïve. As for Question 3b on the Church’s involvement 
in the political and public realm, answers were variegated and full of clichés from political hearsay. 
 
   
The Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2006 


