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AM SOCIOLOGY 
May 2006 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
1.0. STATISTICAL DATA 
 
1.1. As can be seen in Tables 1 and 2 below, overall this year there was one more student who had 
registered for the examination than for the May 2005 session.  
 
1.2. The number of absentees this year was five more than that of last year, 18 against 13. 
 
Table 1. AM Level Sociology, May 2005 – Distribution of Grades 
 

 All Candidates  
GRADE NUMBER % 

A 12 4.0 
B 59 19.5 
C 54 17.9 
D 45 14.9 
E 63 20.9 
F 56 18.5 

Absent 13 4.3 
Total 302 100.0 

 
Table 2. AM Level Sociology, May 2006 – Distribution of Grades 
 

 All Candidates  
GRADE NUMBER % 

A 12 3.9 
B 37 12.2 
C 49 16.2 
D 38 12.5 
E 63 20.8 
F 86 28.4 

ABSENT 18 6.0 
TOTAL 303 100.0 

 
 
1.3. The number of candidates who obtained grades A to C was 27 less than last year’s both in absolute 
numbers (98 as against 125) as well as in relative weight (32.3 against 41.4). 
 
1.4. The overall number of candidates who obtained grades D and E was lower by seven in absolute 
numbers (101 against108), and also registered a lower percentage (33.3 against 35.8). 
 
1.5. The number of failures was 30 more than last year (86 as against 56) and 28.4 as against 18.5 %. 
 
2.0. OVERALL GENERAL COMMENTS 
 
2.1.   The three papers this year were set according to the new syllabus for 2005-2007. Paper 1 followed 
the same pattern as in previous years, namely having two sections: the first covering Sociological Theory 
and the second Methodology. Papers 2 and 3, each consisting of 6 questions, covered wider subject content. 
Paper 2 covered Education, Family, Mass Media and Communications, Religion and Work. Paper 3 had the 
following subject content, namely Crime and Deviance, Poverty and Welfare, Race, Ethnicity and 
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Migration, Social Change and Development, Social Stratification and Development. These were not 
highlighted as separate sections. 
 
2.2.   As in previous years, however, candidates were requested to answer three questions from each 
paper. Similarly, each question carried 33 marks each. 
 
2.3.  An overall perusal of the candidates’ answers in Paper 1 indicates an average level. On the positive 
side, it was good to note that some students prepared well for the exam. It was evident that these students 
engaged themselves well in perusing key publications in sociology other than the textbook materials. They 
were also able to construct sociological arguments and evidence that were immensely intellectually 
challenging and refreshingly different from those of other candidates. On the negative side, however, it was 
unfortunate to note that a significant number of candidates were ill-prepared and were unsuccessful in 
obtaining the level expected at Advanced Level. It was surprising that most seemed to assume either that 
they can do well by regurgitating essays irrespective of the question in the paper, answering the listed 
question on the strength of common sense, general knowledge, or everyday social experience. Such 
attitudes should be highly discouraged by Sixth Form tutors. At the same time, it would be disappointing 
for the Board of Examiners to learn that teachers are providing model answers which are memorized by the 
students, or else that student essays are circulating amongst prospective candidates. I repeat what has been 
said in previous years that it is highly unproductive that students study such essays by heart whilst having 
no qualms to reproduce them. Finally, it is good to note that compared to last year much more candidates 
supported their arguments with examples from published sociological studies on Maltese and/or other 
societies. This is highly commendable. This might have been a direct result of the sociological textbook 
edited by Junior College lecturers. 
 
2.4. In Paper 2, many of the answers provided a list of tasks with very few answers focusing on critique. 
It was only a minority who could critically appraise and go beyond learned-by-heart theory. The majority 
showed a rather ineffectual recycling of common sense material without adding much of their own 
knowledge. At a very basic level, most of the candidates were able to convey a grasp of the sociological 
concepts with only very few providing some excellent answers. 
 
2.5.  In Paper 3, candidates showed that they should know how to use the theory and understand the 
difference between a theoretical perspective and empirical theory. They should work harder to give more 
precise and clear answers because very often their answer is springing from personal reflection without 
achieving nothing during the exam. Candidates should dedicate more time to find their “own voice” in 
writing a science and assess meticulously the question in the light of what they have studied in the 
classroom. Many of the answers showed a subjective gist. The real intentions of the candidate should 
contain a sound response to the topic. 
 
3.  SPECIFIC COMMENTS 
 
Table 3. AM Level Sociology, May 2005 – Questions Answered by Number of Candidates 
 

Question No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Paper 1 131 165 179 233 68 89 
Paper 2 191 188 177 63 65 173 

Paper 3 256 87 132 215 26 148 
 
Table 4. AM Level Sociology, May 2006 – Questions Answered by Number of Candidates 
 

Question No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Paper 1 171 124 134 219 102 102 
Paper 2 177 185 112 121 103 142 

Paper 3 228 236 199 60 74 45 
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PAPER I 
 
Question 1. This was the second most answered question in this paper (171). Students were expected to 
underline how, from a functionalist perspective, shared values are thought to be central to explaining the 
degree of order and stability in any society. According to Durkheim, value consensus integrates the various 
parts of a society. It forms the basis of social unity or social solidarity since individuals tend to identify and 
feel kinship with those who share the same values as themselves. Value consensus provides the foundation 
for cooperation since common values produce common goals. 
 
Question 2. This was a straightforward question in that students were expected to note that whilst 
functionalists and Marxists emphasise the role of religion in promoting social integration and impeding 
social change, at the same time Weber argued that in some circumstances religion can lead to change. 
Although shared religious beliefs might integrate a social group, those same beliefs may have repercussions 
which in the long run may produce important changes in society. 
 
Question 3. Another straightforward question. Students to provide a perceptive essay as how Robert K. 
Merton attempted to redefine and develop functionalist analysis. He singled out three related assumptions 
that have been employed by many functionalists. These include: (i) the problem of functionality, (ii) the 
nature of functions, dysfunctions, and non-functions in functionalist theory and research, and finally       
(iii) the problem of indispensability. Many students did well in this question. 
 
Question 4. This was the most popular question in the whole paper. In fact 219 students attempted this 
question. Ethical issues are central to any quantitative and qualitative research and must be thought about in 
detail by sociologists. This was a question where many students went out of point, largely due to the fact 
that many opted to identify the basic steps in conducting a research project rather than elaborate on the 
importance of ethical issues such as informed consent, beneficence, non-maleficence, veracity, 
confidentiality, and fidelity. 
 
Question 5. Not a very popular question answered only by 102 students. Snowballing is a much specialised 
type of sampling and is only usually used when other methods and sampling procedures are not very 
practical. It involves using personal contacts to build up a sample of a group to be studied. Such samples 
cannot be representative since, to have any chance of being included, those studies must form part of a 
network of personal contacts. But for certain research - such as with criminals and drug addicts - it is the 
most fruitful way forward. 
 
Question 6. As was the case with question 5, the question was answered by the lowest number of students 
(102). Basically, students were expected to clarify the difference between methodology and method. 
Methodology refers to a conceptual position taken by a sociologist and ranges from positivist, interpretative 
and critical (such as feminists or Marxist). On the other hand, method refers to the tools of data collections 
such as observation, questionnaires, and interviews. This was not a very popular question amongst 
candidates and few answered it satisfactorily. 
   

PAPER II  
            
Question 1. The second most popular question attempted by 177 candidates. The most common inaccuracy 
in the answers to this question was the reference which the students were expected to make to another two 
conflict theorists. Generally, the answers given indicate that the students do not have a good command of 
who are the conflict theorists who wrote on education. Sociological perspectives need to be more included 
and argued in the answers.  
 
Question 2. Although this question was answered by the highest number of candidates (185), a number of  
students rather than answering this question  sociologically reverted to what they thought. Furthermore only 
few were the students who made reference to the local situation and to what local experts wrote on this 
issue. 
 
Question 3. The majority of students explained well the meaning of the totem. However, Durkheim’s 
emphases on collective consciousness and collective worship were not well developed. In general the 
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answers lacked the criticism which anthropologists levied on Durkheim’s study. Moreover, one would have 
expected answers to make reference to other sociologists such as Karl Marx and Max Weber who wrote 
about religion. 
 
Question 4. The concept of secularization was not well developed by a number of candidates. Furthermore, 
the majority lacked theoretical knowledge in their answers and even failed to make references to the local 
situation. 
 

Question 5. This question was answered by 103 candidates, the lowest in the whole paper. The majority of 
the answers had hardly anything sociological in them. The reference to symbolic interactionist approach 
was lacking. Moreover, the effects of television on individual behaviour was generally not well developed. 
 

Question 6. Although this was also a popular question, yet the majority of the candidates tended to write 
about the Marxist concepts of alienation and communism without making any reference, as the question 
called for, to Marx’s basic concepts of commodities or products of labour intended for use and exchange 
and their effect on daily life.  
 

PAPER III  
 

Question 1. This question was answered by the second highest number of candidates amounting to 228. In 
the majority, the candidates tended to enlist the functions of crime and also to comment on the inevitability 
of crime in social life. This they did by referring to the theories of Durkheim and Merton. However, some 
candidates missed the point because they did not refer primarily to Durkheim’s functional analysis.  
 

Question 2. No less than 236 candidates, the highest number in this paper, attempted this question. A 
number of candidates did not realize that they were expected to explain the concept of deviance within the 
interactionist perspective. There were, however, other students who succeeded in doing so, mentioning 
Becker’s theory, the possible effects of labeling, and the theories of Lemert and Goffman. 
 

Question 3. This question relating to poverty was generally tackled in terms of the gap between the rich 
and the poor countries. Comments on the benefits of the welfare state were included in many answers and a 
good number of respondents succeeded in elaborating on this aspect. Other candidates rightly perceived the 
theoretical aspect of this question including absolute poverty and budget standards. 
 
Question 4. The last three questions in this paper were not very popular among the candidates. In fact this 
question was only attempted by 60 candidates, the second lowest number. Many candidates explained 
racism in very general terms. Only a very small number referred to the theoretical aspect of this 
phenomenon. Many preferred to assess the problem only from a practical point of view referring to the 
problem of illegal migration and refugees in Malta and the issues of multiculturalism at a global level. 
 
Question 5. The majority answered this question incorrectly. Candidates were misled by the term ‘rapid 
social change’. They ignored the transition from industrialisation to post-industrialisation and its effect on 
personal identities. 
 
Question 6. Only 45 candidates attempted this question. Those who did misinterpreted the role of the 
social classes in society. Furthermore, the majority did not refer to Maltese sociological literature. 
 
The Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2006 


