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IM ENGLISH 

MAY 2006 SESSION 
EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

 
 

The number of students taking Intermediate English in May 2006 rose this year to a total of 1449. 
The table below is a breakdown of the grades obtained. 
 
Table 1 below shows the distribution of grades for the May session 
 

Table 1:  Distribution of Grades May 2005 
 
Grade A B C D E F Abs Total 
N of 
Grades 64 129 383 257 317 276 23 1449 

% of Total 4.4 8.9 26.4 17.7 21.9 19.0 1.6 100 

 
 
The number of students obtaining Grades A – C was 576 (39.8%), and those obtaining Grades A 
– E was 1150 (79.4%). There were 276 Fails (19.0%) 
 
 
Section A: Language 
 
Essay (30 marks) 
 
Candidates were required to write approximately 400 words on one of six given topics.   
In general, the writing was rather careless in both style and content, and very few essays were of 
exceptional quality.   
 
The most popular choice of essay (32.7%) was essay (b), which was a letter from the candidate 
to a British friend, after having heard that the latter was planning a vacation in Malta.  In general, 
although most candidates used the correct salutation for an informal letter, it seemed that few 
knew how to close such correspondence.  Many essays had an inappropriate ending (e.g. Yours 
faithfully) together with both name and surname of candidate (presumably): one would not include 
the surname if the recipient knew the sender well.  A good number of candidates supplied a local 
address as well as the recipient’s address; however, it was interesting to note that many ignored 
the rubric.  It was explicitly stated that the friend lived in a rural environment, yet a good number 
of candidates put down ‘London’ or other major British cities and then proceeded to refer to the 
‘rural environment’ the recipient lived in.  Of note was that many candidates misspelled the word 
‘Britain’, which was included in the essay question. 
 
Many letters were simply dry lists of what the candidate does every summer, ending with a 
hopeful line that the friend will enjoy this ‘itinerary’.   
 
The second most popular essay (26.8%) was the narrative topic (a).  There were a few stories 
that were well constructed and well paced, indicating that the candidate had a sound grasp of 
narrative technique – keeping the reader interested, powerful descriptions of feelings and actions, 
‘showing’ rather than ‘telling’ the story from beginning to end, not to mention an excellent 
command of the English language.  Indeed, some of the best essays were narrative.  Yet this 
could not be said of the majority of essays.  Many narrative essays lacked depth, and were at 
best pedestrian in style.  In many cases, the ending was simply added on in the concluding 
paragraph, and had no connection with the narrative. What was also noted was that some 
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candidates ignored the essay rubric ‘Write a story’ and gave their own opinion of current 
environmental and moral issues.  Marks were deducted in such cases.    
 
The third most popular choice of essay (24.3%) was essay (c), ‘Nuclear energy now and in the 
future’.  By and large, these essays were well written and many candidates seemed to have a 
thorough knowledge of the history of nuclear energy, the key scientists involved in its 
development, its use in modern warfare as well the pros and cons of using such an energy 
source.  It was evident that candidates were knowledgeable about the subject and enthusiastic 
about it as well.  Very few essays did not make the grade, and in such cases it was because 
candidates went out of point, confusing nuclear energy with other forms of energy or writing about 
sustainable development without making reference to nuclear energy.      
 
The article for the student exchange programme (4.4%), the report on a recent song festival 
(3.8%) and the dialogue between two friends (6.1%) were the least popular choices.   
 
Few candidates were able to put up a good report; it was noted that there was some confusion 
here as some candidates wrote it in report form, citing the sections in a standard report, with 
recommendations for future song festivals, whilst others treated it as an article.  In cases where it 
was written in article format, some candidates adopted an inappropriate tone, and included snide 
remarks about compères and the performance of singers taking part in such a festival.  This was 
not deemed appropriate to the task, and candidates were penalised accordingly. 
 
A number of candidates wrote a good article about the college they attend, including even contact 
details for future reference.  However, other candidates simply gave a list of what their college 
offers.  Some candidates focused on the sports grounds the college boasts of, then rushed 
through the rest of what the college offers in an uninviting manner. 
 
The dialogue proved to be another interesting exercise, possibly reflecting the manner in which 
18-year-olds communicate.  Of course, the situation was an informal one and hence the language 
used, yet there was a small number of essays which were appealing, especially in use of 
metaphor and idiom to describe the argument, the feelings of embarrassment which followed and 
also when giving the friend the explanation for such behaviour on their double date.  On the other 
hand, there were very cut and dried accounts, unambitious in style and dull content-wise.  A few 
candidates wrote it in essay style, as if writing a narrative essay.    
  
Use of Language 
When considering the candidates’ use of language, both syntax and choice of vocabulary, one 
asks whether students taking English at Intermediate level are fully prepared to tackle the 
language component of the exam at the end of a two-year course.  A number of weaknesses 
were identified, and it is surprising to note that errors which should not be encountered at this 
level are still evident.  At times candidates confuse “where/were”, “have/has” and “is/are”, which is 
not to be expected of candidates at this stage. Many candidates showed weaknesses in grammar 
and spelling, as follows: 

 

I have wrote down  

They began to told us that we are afraid of them and anything else one can image to begin a 
fight. 

Yours truely 

All my friends will finnish their examinations. 

The more the marrier 
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You are not going to regrate your vacation 

Hope you are owkej 

The chatedral 

Unforgettable experience 

Our prefarte disco 

upsailing 

I am sure you are going to like all does coloures, and for shure fireworks displays. 

All this must be tanks to the most popular scientist Albert Einstine which found the formula of 
nuclear energy. 

 
Occasionally one found the use of shortened forms, usually found in text messages: 

 

when u arrive 

by d way 

Sentence structure suffered and at times the content could be understood only when translated 
word for word from Maltese: 
 

We like it very much Paceville. 

When he had those five years he came to Malta with his parents… 

What was evident in many essays was the use of the mother tongue to think out what one wanted 
to say, followed by literal translation to English:  
 

The classes are spacious and comfortable in order to provide commodity.  

Because of life circumstances 

Represents from each part of the world…… 

I want to secure you… 

Please make notice to bring an array of protection….. 

Though the sun is hot, rather boiling the beaches will be still full of humans flesh spreaded 
with oil-creams. 

…make dozens of things….. 

I tried to stay calm so as not to give a bad picture of myself…. 

Swimming and sunbating are the most things we like… 

Sometimes we also organize sleepovers and make parties between us…. 
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A sweet nap….licking the sun….. 

I am writing you from now to buy the largest hat you can find since most of all summer days 
will be really hot…. 

The dj began to play songs renomated and known by everyone…. 

The human jealousy is so big that he always tries to find something he can destroy so he can 
be on top. 

We all work from 8.30am till 3pm at our local restaurant we ate last time with you…… 

Here we help the sisters in the children 

This is one of the most hot subjects which is being talked off (sic) in the majgority (sic) of the 
countries around the world. 

The most thing I miss most 

Hope this letter finds you and your family in good conditions. 

Here every village has his feast. 

It is an appointment of every year to visit Kemmuna…. 

We even go by walk 

We enjoy throughing flour to each others sometimes 

By walk it will take us hours to a place from another 

She was a teenager when she was rapped and remained pregnant of Jesmar. 

I did not tell Jacob about Joseph because it is better because he would have done a story 

During the week we organize hikes either by the bicycle or by walk 

A disaster can be made using nuclear energy in a small time 

Lecture rooms are made appositly…for the students (sic) comfort 

These are the work that our maltese grandfather’s used to work and so we learn about there 
period when they we still alive. 

The beach will start to be full up…. 

So, despite the fact that it is reliable, it is also worthed. 

My body got rigid and I stuck on a rock 

 
There were also some instances whereby candidates confused vocabulary, or at best did not 
know the meaning of words they employed: 
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Our favourite nightclub is Havana, where we dance all night, and meet other people of 
different sex. 

It is even healthier if you are a stereotype, are you one of them? 

Gozo is mainly visited for it’s (sic) notorious beaches it possess (sic) 

She told me we can hospitalize you…. 

Your hostility made us feel very much at home…. 

 
2. Comprehension and Summary 
 
 
A number of students seem to take these exercises too lightly and even at this level some 
questions are carelessly answered. Of course, there were others who did their best and gave 
good and carefully planned answers. 
 
Question 1 :  The absolute majority of candidates did well in this question with only a few failing to 
give the correct answer.  Those who failed got mixed up and quoted the statistics given in the 
text, hence coming to the conclusion that tobacco is the most destructive addiction.  
 
Question 2:  This question gave the candidates space to give their personal opinion, besides 
quoting valid reasons from the text. The most able students argued for or against the comparison 
in a mature way, supporting their arguments well.  However, quite a number of  candidates just 
gave one or two generic comments and did not attempt to answer the question in detail while 
others did not give valid reasons.  It was evident that a good number of students are unable to 
express themselves in clear idiomatic English. 
 
Question 3:  Students have difficulties in giving clear and precise terms to explain expressions 
and words as required.  The expression “not by a long shot” and the word “uninhibited” proved to 
be the most difficult while the phrase “in the long run” was the easiest.   

- not by a long shot – only a small number of candidates answered correctly because 
the expression proved to be rather elusive to the  majority.  Many did not get the 
mark because they did not realise that “not” is part of the expression. 

- in the long run – did not pose any difficulties to most candidates. 
- confides  - most candidates fared well.  Those who did not do so, failed to connect it 

with confidentiality and the weakest ones mixed it up with self-confidence. 
- uninhibited – surprisingly enough a high percentage of candidates gave 

unacceptable definitions, the most common of which were “doesn’t know where he 
is”, “doesn’t know what is happening” and “doesn’t know what he is doing”. 

- captive attention – a substantial number of candidates failed to obtain the mark or got 
only half of it because they were unable to explain the full phrase, with many using 
the word “attention” as part of the explanation. 

 
Question 4 - Summary:  Quite a good number of candidates failed to identify the points needed 
for the summary and focused mainly on the examples, often confusing that of Lianne with the one 
given in the last paragraph. As a general rule those candidates who succeeded in identifying the 
points to be used in the summary, lacked the ability to put them in their own words, using good 
grammatical English.  The weakest students just resorted to copying whole parts from the original 
text, sometimes even misinterpreting and misrepresenting it.  A number of students went beyond 
the word limit and also divided the summary in paragraphs.  The lack of ability to use the target 
language was very evident in this exercise with quite a number of candidates making various 
grammatical, structural and even basic spelling errors.     
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Section B – Literature 
 
Question 1: Graham Greene: Twenty-One Stories 
 
Greene remains the most popular choice out of the four literature texts set in the syllabus: 95% of 
all the candidates answered the question on Greene. There was also roughly the same 
distribution between the three choices offered in this question. 
 

(a) In these stories, the life of children is as troubled as that of adults. 
 
Reaction to this question was positive. Most candidates attempting this question chose two 
stories about children to write about; a few chose one story about children and another about 
adults. 
 
‘The Basement Room’, ‘The End of the Party’, ‘The Hint of an Explanation’, ‘I Spy’ were tackled 
well and produced clear accounts which showed understanding of events and their implications. 
Those who included ‘The Destructors’ assumed that the lives of the boys of the Wormsley 
Common Gang were troubled while at the same time admitting that they were enjoying what they 
were doing and were completely absorbed by it. Some included ‘A Drive in the Country’, in which 
the girl can hardly be called a child. It would have been better to present this story as an example 
of a troubled adult life. 
 
What is worrying in the treatment of these stories is that they have been made to fit into strict 
patterns and formulas. Phrases like ‘loss of innocence’, ‘crossing the border’, ‘going through the 
green (Greene) baize door’, ‘coming down the stairs’, ‘transition from childhood to adulthood’, 
‘corruption’, are bandied about without any real understanding of what they stand for and applied 
to stories where they do not fit, for example, all the boys in these stories at some time or another, 
‘pass through the green baize door’. 
 
Another thing is that many, too many, candidates feel the need to refer to biographical details to 
justify what is happening in the stories. They seem to think that Greene was incapable of writing 
about anything unless he had experienced it himself.  
 
 

(b) ‘The Destructors’ is the most shocking story in this collection. 
 
The wording in this question created some difficulty because there were some candidates who, 
because they did not agree with the statement in the question, wrote about another story which 
they considered more shocking. This question was about The Destructors and, irrespective of 
whether one agreed with the given statement or not, this story had to remain the subject of the 
answer. 
 
Unfortunately, this story was reduced to a very simple formula: these boys grew up during the 
war; they saw destruction around them; therefore they became destructors themselves. Of 
course, the reasons which led Trevor to propose the destruction of this beautiful house to the 
gang, and the reasons why they accepted the proposal, are much more complicated than that. 
 

(c) Write an essay about the significance of this passage. 
 
As a general rule, candidates do not know how to answer this type of question. As the question 
indicates, the quoted passage must remain the focus of the answer but generally it is receiving 
little attention and answers range from a synopsis of the whole story or, in an attempt to link the 
passage to other stories, a synopsis of two or more other stories. There is also the question of 
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what justifies a ‘link’: some link stories which have nothing in common except, perhaps, a 
common word. A few answers did not contain more than one paragraph about the given passage 
– the rest was mostly irrelevant. 
 
This passage from ‘The Innocent’ was easily identifiable and it did not present any problem in that 
respect. But most of the candidates answering this question seemed to be obsessed with the 
word ‘corruption’. They saw it everywhere: the narrator is corrupt; Lola is a symbol of corruption; 
the boy who drew the picture was corrupt; even the landscape has been corrupted. The sketch on 
the scrap of paper reminded them of the story of Adam and Eve in Genesis; the group of children 
coming down the hill after their music lesson symbolize a downfall: they are being corrupted! 
 
Overall, reaction to Greene was positive and there were some very good essays in all the three 
options. One would only wish that more candidates were encouraged to appreciate the beauty of 
these stories and the way Greene handles the material to produce impressive results, rather than 
having so many students reducing them to pointless, clichéd formulas and patterns. No one story 
is like another and any attempt to fit them into one formula can only reduce their effectiveness.  
 
 
 
Question 2: John Steinbeck:  Of Mice and Men 
 
Out of the four set texts for Literature, many of the candidates chose to write about Steinbeck.   
An overwhelming number of candidates chose the b) question; the a) question proved to be 
slightly more popular than the c) question.    
 
 

a) ‘There ain’t no more harm in him than a kid… except he’s so strong.’  Illustrate how this 
assessment of Lennie by George is brought out in the novel. 

 
Candidates demonstrated a good knowledge of the set text by giving valid examples of Lennie’s 
childish behaviour and manifestation of strength.  At times, however, candidates tended to focus 
on only one part of the question at the expense of the other part.   Generally, problems arose 
because candidates tended :   

a) to fall into the narration trap 
b) to sidetrack and include irrelevant detail  
c) not to tie up their essay with an appropriate conclusion.  
 
The following is a typical example of  a) and b) above.  

 
‘Lennie was like a child, he liked mice and rabbits and women though.  On their way to the ranch 
they stopped at the Green pool and Lennie drank water like a horse as Steinbeck describes him.  
George drank water from his hands and advised Lennie to drink from where the water was 
running and not were it was still, as it would be fresh.  Usually a mother/father would do this to 
their kids.  Before resting there George noticed Lennie had a dead mouse in his pocket and he 
wanted to get rid of it.  Lennie as a small child would do innocently said that he wanted to pat it on 
the way.  George was furious.  By then he knew that Lennie  cannot control his strength with 
fragile animals.  
 
 

b) Discuss the effect that loneliness has on three characters in Of Mice and Men. 
 
Although this question was very well-handled by some students, the main shortcoming  was that 
students did not use their information carefully.  Many students interpreted this question as an 
opportunity to write down all they knew about loneliness from their prepared notes.  So, for 
example, candidates described Crooks as being lonely because he is discriminated against.  
Candy is lonely because his dog is shot and so on.  Although these points should have been 
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incorporated into the answer the focus should have been on ‘the effect that loneliness has on 
three characters’ rather than on the causes of the characters’ loneliness.   Therefore, the essay 
should have been more on the lines of: Crooks’ loneliness leads him to be bitter towards others 
and life in general and Candy’s desperation because of loneliness leads him to offer all his 
savings for the ‘dream’.   
 
Apart from misreading the question, several candidates engaged in a far too lengthy introduction 
of the background to the story – life in the time of the 1930s and why the characters were 
destined to be lonely souls.  At times, this was longer than a page and a half of their booklet  - 
generally a bit less than two-thirds of their essay!   
 
Some candidates also tended to give contradictory evidence in their answer.  For example, 
several candidates included George and Lennie as two of the characters affected by loneliness.  
The quote ‘We are the loneliest guys on the ranch’ was often used as evidence that George and 
Lennie are lonely characters.  In the same essays, it was not uncommon to find candidates 
pointing out that George and Lennie, unlike Crooks, Candy and Curley’s wife were spared from 
loneliness because they had each other’s company.  This apparent contradiction suggests that 
candidates need to read the question thoroughly and use their information carefully.  
 
Recurrent inaccuracies included the following:  
 
misspelled words 
        lonliness – for loneliness;   
                                                 Emarginised – for marginalised 
                                                 Carachter for character 

                                           effect for affect 
 

faulty construction of sentences such as ‘Crooks is the most character that is lonely’ and ‘Crooks 
is discriminated by others’  

  
lack of commas after linking phrases  

 
 not using inverted commas or underlining when referring to the novel 
 
 

c) Write an essay about the significance of the set passage.  
 
The successful candidates made constant reference to the question and kept it in focus at all 
times.   The relevance of specific incidents that occur in the novel was brought out through close 
reference to the text and the appropriate use of quotes.  Disappointingly however, most of the 
students who tackled this question showed a lack of training in how to approach this type of 
questions.   Candidates seemed to consider this question as a soft option to show all they knew 
about the characters and themes without using the quoted passage as a springboard for 
discussion.  As a result students showed knowledge of the text but treated the question 
superficially by giving little evidence of the significance of the set passage.  Candidates may have 
come up with better essays if they had followed the guidelines offered to them; to write about how 
the passage relates to the plot, action or the central themes of the novel.   
 
Overall, although at times candidates showed a lack of practice in tackling examination essay 
questions and may have gone out of point, it is encouraging to note that candidates, generally 
speaking, had a very good knowledge of literary and factual details and explained their points 
lucidly . This shows Of Mice and Men has managed to some extent to stimulate the candidates to 
acquire some disciplined reading habits and critical fluency.   
 
Question 3: Arthur Miller: A View from the Bridge 
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Only a handful of students attempted questions on this text and these gave fairly good answers. 
 
Question 4: Adrian Barlow: The Calling of Kindred 
 
The poetry Section is not a popular choice and very few candidates, less than 1.5%, attempted 
one of the questions in this Section. With a very few exceptions, these were poor, superficial and 
showed neither an appreciation of the techniques of poetry nor an understanding of the themes. 
Those who wrote about the two Elizabethan love poems by Lyly and Shakespeare had absolutely 
no idea of the conventions of this type of poetry. Sylvia Plath’s poem ‘You’re’ was included as a 
love poem, and few could explain what was happening in Levi’s ‘The Survivor’ or MacEwen’s 
‘The Child Dancing’.  
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
 
August 2006 


