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IM GEOGRAPHY 
May 2006 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for IM Level Geography – May 2006 session 
Grade A B C D E F Abs Total 

N 6 19 23 17 19 22 5 111 

% 5.41 17.12 20.72 15.31 17.12 19.82 4.50 100.00 
 
General Comments 
 
As in previous years, candidates obtained higher marks in questions with a Human Geography component. 
The fifth optional question was, in most cases, answered from the Human Geographical Processes module. 
Examiners noted an improvement in candidates’ answers to questions on the module Fieldwork and Map-
Work. Unfortunately, some candidates are being choosy in the topics they study. This is evident from the 
disparity in marks some candidates obtained in different questions.  
 
Section 1 
 
Question 1: This was the most popular question of Section 1 amongst candidates. Overall an improvement 
in candidates’ ability to account for the Mediterranean climatic pattern was noted over the previous years. 
Still several candidates limited their answers to describing the Mediterranean climate. In part (b) of this 
question quite a number of candidates gave the name of whole continents as having a Mediterranean 
climate instead of mentioning the particular region of that continent. Most answers to part (c) lacked 
technicality with most candidates limiting their answers to mentioning that the climate of the Maltese 
islands is too warm for snow to form, ignoring the effect of the Mediterranean Sea and relief. 
 
Question 2: Most answers to this question were satisfactory with candidates explaining the different types 
of plate boundaries found in the Mediterranean region in part (a) and describing the formation of fold 
mountains, faults, volcanoes and the Mediterranean Sea itself in part (b). Quite a number of candidates, 
however, did not support their answers with examples from the Mediterranean region referring to 
geological formations found in other continents.  
 
Question 3: Only six candidates answered this question. Most of them failed to explain the formation and 
characteristics of the three types of coastal sand dunes. Answers to part (b) were more satisfactory, with 
candidates explaining a number of factors that are resulting in the erosion of sand dunes, such as 
construction, beach embellishment and building of coastal defence structures. 
 
Section 2 
 
Question 4: Most of the answers to part (a) covered fertility rates, the location of cities next to harbours 
and flat land. The effects of chain migration and the influence of extended families were largely omitted. In 
part (b), the case for low population densities was put forward through the presence of large tracts of 
deserts and out-migration to seek work in northern Mediterranean countries. However, little mention was 
made of the relatively still high mortality rates. Part (c) of this question was answered very well with most 
of the valid points mentioned. These included: high-density housing, high crime rates, sewage overflow and 
pollution. 
 
Question 5:  Part (a) of this question was well answered, with many candidates including the common 
elements that encourage development of settlements, such as flat land, wet and/or dry point sites, 
communication and defence considerations. Answers to part (b), however, could have been better 
answered. Candidates found difficulty in describing the settlement pattern in the Maltese Islands. This was 
especially evident when describing the pattern of Gozitan settlements. In general, although the harbour 
conurbation was included in practically all answers, very few candidates included compass orientation as a 
basic descriptor in their description. 
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Question 6: This was a popular choice among candidates. In part (a), most of the important points were 
mentioned, such as the historical and archeological legacy, Mediterranean cuisine and the favourable 
climate. Other factors, such as paid holidays, the overall well-off population in Europe and the fact that the 
north-western Mediterranean has air links with Europe were hardly mentioned by candidates. 
 
Section 3 
 
Question 7: Candidates attempting this question included diagrams, as requested, in their answers. Some of 
these diagrams were very elaborate. The sequence of processes involved was generally correct. In part (b) 
the selected human impacts involved – agriculture, settlement and quarrying – were tackled correctly with 
most of the factors mentioned.  
 
Question 8: Answers to this question were generally correct with well-labelled diagrams to illustrate some 
of the main factors involved in soil erosion required in part (a) as well as to support answers to part (b) of 
this question about methods that decrease soil erosion. 
 
Question 9: Answers to part (a) of this question included several correct factors that lead to deforestation. 
Similarly, candidates provided well-explained answers to parts (b) and (c). 
 
Section 4 
 
Question 10: This was the most popular question of Section 4 with most candidates scoring highly. 
Candidates produced a variety of graphs, most of these showing clearly differences in electricity generation 
both between different energy sources and for the same source in different years. Marks were mainly 
deducted for not labeling the graph’s axes and for not using an adequate key. 
 
Question 11: Most candidates answering this question scored highly. They were able to formulate a 
hypothesis, work out the necessary formula to test the hypotheses they set and reach their conclusions. The 
few candidates who scored poorly in this question did so due to incorrect working of the formula. 
 
Question 12: This question was also popular, with most candidates scoring highly. Candidates lost most 
marks in describing changes in relief, indicating lack of familiarity with the use and interpretation of 
contours on maps. Some candidates did not know the name of these lines, though they knew how to show 
the height of the land above sea level. 
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