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IM HISTORY 
May 2006 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for IM Level History – May 2006 session 
Grade A B C D E F Abs Total 

N 6 12 24 17 5 3 2 69 

% 8.69 17.39 34.78 24.64 7.25 4.35 2.90 100.00 
 
General Comments 
 
It is a pleasure to note that a number of candidates have performed outstandingly, with some surpassing the 
eighty per cent mark.  Performances resulting in grades A and B generally reflected sound preparation 
based on individual reading and a confident factual knowledge of the wider background to the topics 
included in  the syllabus.  Linguistic proficiency is also noted as a major advantage in candidates who 
perform well, as they can express their ideas with ease. Candidates who obtained a grade C were generally 
able to show that they know the basic facts, but were markedly less confident in interpreting them or 
placing them in the wider context of Maltese or European history.  
 
Candidates whose performance is in the D and E bracket generally seemed to possess only a poor or partial 
knowledge and/or understanding of historical events and developments. Some of the candidates do grasp 
the significance of major events and personalities in history, but they typically find it difficult to link them. 
Moreover, it is evident that a limitation in language and writing skills, and not only a lack of factual 
knowledge, is a major problem for lower-performing candidates. This problem must be affecting their study 
and preparation, and not just their performance during the exams.  
 
The factual basis for the Intermediate History exam is not always satisfactorily possessed by candidates.  
This is revealed repeatedly by commonly-occurring errors related to the basic chronology of events, names 
of persons and places, and descriptive terms which are basic to the subject.  A sound factual knowledge is 
simply indispensable, and mistakes with regard to the basic, well-established facts of history are 
intolerable, and should form the basis of training at SEC level. By the time students reach Intermediate 
level, they are expected to possess the necessary skills required for a correct or plausible interpretation of 
the facts. The lack of interpretation skills in candidates below the A-B bracket results from a number of 
factors, including the common practice of learning by rote. The memorisation and reproduction of class 
notes as set answers to exam questions ought to be particularly discouraged. 
 
Question 1 
The three questions set in section A (Maltese History) were devised so as to cover three major areas of the 
Intermediate syllabus, namely Maltese economic, strategic and political affairs during the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. The most popular question with the students was question 1c, dealing with the 
political aspirations of the Maltese during the period (32 answers).  Question 1b, concerning the island’s 
strategic role (21 answers) was second, while the least attempted question was 1a, regarding Maltese 
economic difficulties (14 answers).  This pattern indicates an emphasis on the political aspect of British 
rule in post-secondary History teaching.  Such emphasis is, in turn, complemented by a considerable 
amount of published material on the political aspect, with less being available of the economic, strategic 
and social ones under British rule. The quality of the answers was reasonably competent.  However, many 
students still consider the giving out of facts as sufficient, with little or no attempt at historical 
interpretation. 
 
Question 2 
The great majority of candidates opted to answer question 2a (34) followed by 2b (30).  In question 2a 
candidates were asked to discuss the impact left by the French Revolution of 1789 on Europe. Most of the 
answers focused on the political transformations produced in France itself, mentioning in particular the 
following 1830s and 1848 revolutions. While the best answers compared the political effects created by the 
1789 Revolution in different countries, very few mentioned the radical social and economic transformations 
accruing from this same event. 
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Although a good number of those who attempted 2b did compare the process of Italian unification with that 
of Germany in a more or less acceptable manner, most of the answers did so only partially without entering 
in the real political-economic processes involved in the creation of these unified markets. Many      
answered – rather very similarly – by comparing the political leaders (mainly, Bismarck and Cavour) and 
their roles in the processes of German unification and the Italian Risorgimento. Very few candidates 
attempted 2c, which dealt with the Greek War of Independence and the part this played in the decline of the 
Ottoman Empire. The answers were comparatively fine with one of them providing a very well written and 
explanatory essay. 
 
Question 3 
The two Maltese History text-based questions in Section B concerned landmarks in local political 
development: one (3a) related to early-British rule (Giorgio Mitrovich, 1835) and the other (3b) dealing 
with the political and language issues of the early twentieth century (1903).  Around two-thirds of the 
students opted to answer 3b (46 answers).  The answers here were generally of a satisfactory level.  
Students opting to answer 3a were noted to perform relatively less competently. Questions iii and iv often 
proved the most difficult and again this may be a result of their lack of familiarity with published texts that 
cover the topic. 
 
Question 4 
Most of the students opted for question 4a which was based on an extract from Francesco Crispi’s Carteggi 
Politici (1891). While most of the direct questions, which required a factual knowledge, were answered 
properly (ii and v), those which required interpretation, a measure of extrapolation and historical judgement 
were tackled less impressively. Only about one-third of the candidates opted to answer question 4b, based 
on an excerpt taken from V.I. Lenin’s Letter to American Workers (1918). While most of the students 
answering these questions did well, one again observes the same difficulties as in the previous section. 
Direct questions which call for a descriptive and factual knowledge are answered correctly, whilst 
candidates evidently find it difficult in answering questions requiring an explanation of the political 
concepts and/or terms used in context (in this particular case, that of the Russian Revolution).  
 
 
The Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
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