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IM SOCIOLOGY 
May 2006 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 

1. STATISTICAL DATA 
 
1.1. As can be seen in Tables 1 and 2 below, this year there were 95 more students who had registered 
for the examination than for the May 2005 session.  
 
1.2. The number of absentees this year was 3 more than last year’s (10 as against 7). 
 
1.3. The number of candidates who obtained grades A to C was, in absolute numbers, 37 more than last 
year’s (152 as against 115) and also more in relative weight (34.3% as against 33.1%). 
 
1.4. Similarly, the number of candidates who obtained grades D and E was higher by 21 in absolute 
numbers (161 against140),  but less  percentage wise ( 36.4 as against 40.2). 
 
1.5. The number of failures was 34 more than last year (120 as against 86) and 27.0 as against 24.7 per 
cent. 
 
Table 1. IM Level Sociology, May 2005 – Distribution of Grades 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 2. IM Level Sociology, May 2006 – Distribution of Grades 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  OVERALL GENERAL COMMENTS 
 
2.1.   Following the new syllabus for 2005-2007, the paper contained three sections, namely: Section A: 
theory, Section B: Methodology and Section C: Substantive Areas. The last section was divided into two 
parts, each having three questions. Part 1 covered: (i) the family, and (ii) education. Part 2 covered:        
(i) work, and (ii) crime and deviance. Candidates were requested to answer one question out of the three 
from each Part. 
 
2.2.    Thus instead, of  14 questions as in past years, for the 2005 exam, the Paper contained 12 
questions out of which candidates were to answer 4, one question each from Sections A and B, and one 
question each from Section C Part 1 and Part 2. Each question carried 25 marks. 
 

  GRADE No. of Candidates % 
A 10 2.9 
B 24 6.9 
C 81 23.3 
D 65 18.7 
E 75 21.5 
F 86 24.7 

ABSENT 7 2.0 
Total 348 100.0 

  GRADE No. of Candidates % 
A 7 1.6 
B 28 6.3 
C 117 26.4 
D 73 16.5 
E 88 19.9 
F 120 27.0 

ABSENT 10 2.3 
Total 443 100.0 
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2.3. An overall perusal of the candidates’ answers indicates that the average standard is only 
satisfactory and that many candidates seem not to be well prepared. This year candidates again failed to 
observe a penchant for critical reflection in relation to both sections A and B. By and large, student 
efforts at answering questions were not marked by an appreciation for sustaining observations and lines 
of argumentation or with any reference to the expert literature. It was evident that most candidates do not 
approach the subject of sociology in a rigorous manner and assume that questions at Intermediate level 
may be answered on the basis of either social experience in life or common-sense knowledge. Candidates 
should be prepared to dedicate more time and energy to read sociological studies in order to improve 
their holistic understanding of the subject and be able to compare different social and cultural realities. 
 
2.4. Several candidates failed to give evidence of a ‘very good’ knowledge of basic sociological 
concepts. Many also interpreted the questions wrongly and failed to provide any evidence of a relatively 
developed understanding of the salient issues at stake. Some candidates, of course, studied intensively, 
and thus were very well-prepared and well-disposed to engage in a rigorous form of argument. These 
candidates generally showed evidence of intensive reading of relevant text. However, it remained that 
even these hard-working candidates approached the exam with a well rehearsed answer whilst paying 
little attention to the main topic in the question. This can be termed as the cut and paste syndrome from 
model answers provided by teachers or constructed by the candidates themselves. In fact, only a small 
percentage of candidates’ answers contained attempts at original and insightful exemplification that were 
grounded in the local social context. Thus, it should be repeated again that more effort is required by 
Sixth Form institutions to ensure that candidates build a more comprehensive appreciation of the 
keystone aspects of this important sociological field of inquiry. 
 
2.5. Candidates need to realise the scientific nature of the subject matter and thus need to work harder 
to understand the main theoretical perspectives. They are to avoid items of general knowledge and 
general discourse on social and cultural themes. 
 
3. SPECIFIC COMMENTS 
 
Table 3. IM Level Sociology, May 2005 – Questions Answered by Number of Candidates 
Question No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

No. of 
Candidates 

155 157 23 272 56 9 150 110 81 105 46 189 

 
Table 4. IM Level Sociology, May 2006 – Questions Answered by Number of Candidates 
Question No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

No. of 
Candidates 

272 97 61 149 95 191 222 160 47 127 84 221 

 
SECTION A 
 
Question 1. The most popular question being answered by 272 candidates. Candidates were expected to 
highlight how, according to Durkheim, social order can be achieved by a consensus amongst actors – that 
is, the ‘collective conscience’ which consists of common beliefs and sentiments. Without this collective 
conscience, social solidarity will be impossible as individuals could not be bound together to form an 
integrated social unit. Very few candidates were able to elaborate on the concept of collective conscience. 
Many candidates gave generalised examples of this concept. Some were able to contrast the role of 
collective conscience to the state of anomie, while others associated it with the concepts of the sacred and 
the profane so as to explain the maintenance of social order. 
 
Question 2. A question answered by few candidates who were expected to elaborate that for Ralph 
Dahrendrof, conflict is no longer based upon economic divisions but on authority. To Dahrendorf, 
authority is legitimate power attached to the occupation of a particular social role within an organisation. 
He also believes that the existence of dominant and subordinate positions – based on authority – gives 
rise to the class system. Answers to this question were very generic and completely off the mark. Very 
few were able to explain Dahrendorf’s thesis. 
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Question 3. Answered by only 61 candidates this question was in fact the fourth least tackled question. 
Candidates were expected to elaborate how in Blumer’s view symbolic interactionism rests if three 
premises: (i) human beings act on the basis of meaning, (ii) meanings arise from the process of 
interaction rather than simply being present at the outset, and (iii) meanings are the result of interpretative 
procedures employed by actors within interaction contexts. This question proved to be within the grasp of 
those who answered it as they were able to explain the basic premises of symbolic interactionism. Yet 
there were those who provided little indication that they had understood the sources of ‘meaning’ in 
interaction situations. 
 
SECTION B 
 
Question 4. A popular question. 149 candidates attempted to answer this question in which candidates 
were expected to elaborate on the main steps of sociological research with respect to the statement in the 
question. These included: (i) setting the aim and objectives, (ii) literature review, (iii) methodology, (iv) 
research design including methods, (v) pilot studies and data collection, (vi) data analysis, (vii) writing 
the report highlighting the strengths and limitations of research.  
 
Question 5. Although this was a relatively straightforward question it was tackled by only 95 candidates. 
They were asked to highlight how the positivist methodology stipulates that the social world can be 
objectively observed, classified, and measured. Whilst referring to Emile Durkheim’s concept of ‘social 
facts’ examiners expected candidates to express the basic points underlying positivism and the fact that 
positivists generally analyse data through correlation and causation measures. Almost all candidates 
showed an understanding of positivism and many did point out to the positivist viewpoints of Durkheim 
and Comte in sociological research. 
 
Question 6. Answered by 191 candidates, this was the fourth most popular question. Triangulation can 
be useful in four major ways. First, qualitative and quantitative data can be used to check on the accuracy 
of the conclusions reached on the basis of each. Secondly, qualitative research can be used to produce 
hypotheses which then can be checked using quantitative research. Third, the two approaches may be 
used together so that a more complete picture is achieved. And finally, qualitative research may be used 
to illuminate why certain variables are statistically correlated. Many candidates did not really explain the 
use of triangulation and cross-check the validity of the data. 
 
SECTION C 
 
PART 1 
 
Question 7. Answered by 222 candidates the question was the second most popular question.  Candidates 
were requested to discuss the statement that marriage is more beneficial to men than to women. The 
majority of the answers were based on superficial knowledge and candidates were unable to apply 
theoretical references.  For instance, it was of paramount importance to include feminists’ theories in 
some part of the essay. 
 
Question 8. Although this was a popular question being tacked by 160 candidates, in answering it a 
number of answers were out of point.  The candidates were expected to explain how within an industrial 
society the school serves as a miniature of the labour market (Bowles and Gintis & Paul Wills). 
Reference should have been made also to the liberal perspective (John Dewey).  Additionally, reference 
could have been made also to class subcultures and educational attainment (Pierre Bourdieu, Raymond 
Boudon, Basil Berstain) and to the interactionist perspective to the educational system (typing, labelling 
and the self-fulling prophecy).  
 
Question 9. This question was not very popular with the students and it seemed likely that they did not 
understand what was being asked from them. In fact it was answered by only 47 candidates, the lowest 
number. Here the candidates were requested to discuss, with reference to the conflict sociologists, the 
relationship between a country’s economy and its education system. The majority did not fully exhaust 
all the arguments that could have been mentioned.  
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PART 2 
 
Question 10. The 127 candidates who tackled this question were asked to discuss how leisure in modern 
societies had replaced work as the primary source of meaning and satisfaction. Although the majority of 
the candidates did succeed to explain the concept of alienation at the place of work, however only a few 
managed to mention the concept of leisure within a sociological perspective.  
 
Question 11. In this question candidates were expected to discuss the statement that laws are a reflection 
of the ruling class ideology but an expression of ‘value consensus’. The majority of the 84 candidates 
who attempted this question did not do so correctly. Very few did in fact realise that people at the grass 
roots are the basis of any democratic system and that those in power should be the representatives of the 
people who elected them. 
 
Question 12. In this third most popular question attempted by 221 candidates, those who answered were 
requested to discuss why deviance results from the discrepancy between a society’s aspiration to be 
successful and the available opportunities to achieve this. The fact that it was attempted by so many 
students shows that deviance is a topic which Sociology students find interesting to study and to write 
about.  Indeed there were candidates who succeeded in developing well their answers mentioning various 
sociologists and sociological research carried out in this area.  
 
The Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2006 


