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SEC European Studies  

MAY 2006 SESSION 
EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

 
An overview of the result: 

 
      GRADING OF  CANDIDATES 
 
    Grade Papers 1&   2A Papers 1 &  2B   total   Perce ntages 
       1 11   -   11       6.01 % 
       2          27 -   27     14.76  % 
       3          20 -   20     10.93 % 
       4         15          8   23     12.57 % 
       5           8        28    36     19.67% 
       6  -          16   16       8.74% 
       7  -        19   19     10.38% 
       U         12        14   26     14.21 % 
  absent  1          4     5       2.7 3% 
    totals         94        89  183      100 % 

 
 
 Report on SEC European Studies Projects 2006 
 
 
General criteria used for moderation and marking: 
 
Moderation was conducted in four schools out of the six on the schedule; in fact two schools in the schedule 
were presenting one project each but in both cases these projects were not available: in one school the 
candidate did not present her work and in the other, it was presented to the Matsec office as a private 
candidate.  The moderators therefore reviewed a total of 55 projects in four schools.   
 
Marking of Private Candidates: 
 
The number of private candidates presenting a project was eight.   All were assessed on the basis of the 
criteria mentioned below. The marks scored were not high (8.5 out of 15) and ranged from 4 marks to 13 
marks (out of 15). These projects practically presented similar characteristics as the other candidates 
presented through schools:  Even in this batch, one example verges on being out of point because deals with 
the Commonwealth and the recent CHOGM summit here in Malta. Many candidates tended to depend too 
much on downloaded material (though relevant) from the Internet and very often this material was not 
analysed or commented upon in any way. Many tended to be simply descriptive in their approach but there 
were others who attempted to be analytical through a questionnaire and the graphical processing of the 
results. 
 
The 15 marks allocated to the project were divided according to the following criteria: 
 
♦ Originality: the projects reflected original work conducted by the students.  
♦ Presentation:  Most  of the projects had an appropriate title, table of contents, subdivisions in chapters, 

consistency in format, pagination, appropriate use of a variety of sources, a bibliography or an 
acknowledgement of sources at the end.   

♦ Relevance of content was, in most cases, consistent with the title, although some projects manifested a 
noticeable discrepancy between the title and the actual content of the project. 

♦ Fieldwork research manifested itself in inclusion of material from the Internet, illustrations taken from 
secondary sources, photographs taken on site, surveys and interviews. 

♦ Conclusions arrived at, interpretation of data from questionnaires and a brief synopsis of what was 
learnt (knowledge and skills) during the process of research, compilation and writing of the project. Most 
projects however lacked a synopsis at the beginning and conclusions reached at the end were in most 
cases very short and superficial. 
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General observations on the Moderation of school-based projects:    
 
• From the 54 projects moderated:  most of the projects had their marks reduced.  In those cases where 

the marks reduced were three marks or over an appropriate footnote was inserted on the result sheets. 
The conclusion reached after the moderation was that practically all the teachers of this subject tended to 
over-mark most of the projects.  In some cases, there was a noticeable inconsistency in marking 
because although some projects fared poorer in input and presentation than others, these were given an 
equal, and even at times a higher mark. 

 
• More specific reasons behind the reduction of marks by the moderators are the following: some projects 

were too scanty and superficial in content as well as in presentation of data and sources, while some 
others were too general and out of focus from the title.  It was also noted that a number of projects 
reviewed lacked a European dimension, even though these projects would have fared better as projects 
for the Environmental SEC. In few cases the title was high sounding and very challenging (e.g. 
Europeans Unity in Diversity) but the content did not match the title and a substantial part of the work 
could have easily been taken from the Internet or numerous publications by the European Commission. 

 
• The rest of the projects spanned across different modules of the syllabus.  Topics chosen fell under the 

following themes: some focused on Mediterranean diet, others on environmental issues; there were also 
case studies of a chosen sector from the local or European economy, cultural heritage and European 
institutions. 

 
• It was noted that the greater majority of candidates showed a fairly good skill in the use of ICT to produce 

consistent and coherent format in presentation of projects, making use of word processor, word art, 
scanning of illustrations, downloading data from the Internet and the ability to transform data in table-form 
or as graphical representation. 

 
 
Report on SEC  European Studies   Paper 1, 2A and 2B 

General comments 
 
A common observation here was that answers were generally brief, information given was shallow and vague 
and at times even inaccurate or irrelevant to the question.  When all these considerations were taken 
together a marked low average mark was registered. 

Many questions sought to assess the extent of students’ familiarity with European social, economic, cultural 
and environmental issues of topical interest, such as immigration, employment and employability, and 
welfare, trade, transport, population growth and urban development. Though many candidates who opted for 
Paper 2 B have shown that they were unprepared, the good number of correct answers to questions, 
especially from the social aspect and the relatively good arguments, for or against, produced demonstrate 
that many students are generally sensitive to what may be considered as controversial issues, both in Malta 
and elsewhere in Europe. This also shows that young Maltese people are not completely disconnected from 
global issues especially those belonging to the social world.  

Paper 1 
                                                                                                                                        
Section I          Power and People – Comments on each item   
 
Q. 1   (a) A considerable number of responses has considered the Council of Europe and the European 
Union as major institutions which stand for the protection of human rights and the promotion of democracy. 
Other responses, however, have mentioned other institutions such as the European Court of Human Rights 
and the EU Commission that safeguard the same European ideals. 
            (b) Answers to this question reflected the suggestions in the mark scheme. 
 
Q. 2      A considerable number of responses to this question were not specifically related to the European 
Social Charter. They referred instead to the more general human rights in the Convention on human rights 
and fundamental freedoms. 
 
Q.3   This question was, generally, answered correctly, with the majority of candidates understanding both 
the meaning and implications of mobility for citizens of the European Union. 
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Q. 4  Both parts of this question were answered correctly by the majority of respondents, with the issues of 
pension as the major challenge of welfare sustainability emphasised.  
 
 
Q. 5  Although candidates showed an understanding of the concept of discrimination, their responses were 
not elaborate enough when discussing the six variables of gender, age, health, race, religion and sexual 
orientation as expected of the question. 

 

Section II           Economic development and changes in Europe 
Out of 94 candidates (absent candidates included) who opted for Paper 2A, Section II of Paper 1 was 
answered by 62 candidates.  Of these the average score was 21 from a total of 30 marks. 
Out of 89 candidates (absent candidates included) who opted for Paper 2B, Section II of Paper 1 was 
answered by 63 candidates.  Of these the average score was 13 from a total of 30 marks. 
 

                                                                                                                                                          
Q. 6   Most candidates answered this question successfully, although marks were lost when candidates 
inverted the answers regarding Teeside in the UK and Lille in France. 
 
Q. 7  (a)  Candidates who gave an unclear or an incomplete answer were given half the marks allocated. 
(b) The majority of candidates showed a clear understanding of what monopolies and cartels are but then 

they failed express the relevant EU policy.  Candidates under this category mistook monopolies with free 
trade. 

 
Q. 8    (a)    A significant minority of candidates gave obvious, short and vague answers for which they were 
given half the marks allocated. 
(b) Those candidates who gave similar answers, such as restaurants and hotels, were given half the 

marks allocated. 
 
Q. 9  (a)    Most candidates answered this question successfully.  There was however a significant number 
who failed to identify China’s low wages and working conditions resulting in lower prices when compared to 
Europe. 
         (b) Only a minority of candidates attained full marks to this question.  Most candidates attained half 
marks allocated due to short, incomplete or vague information given.  A few others attributed the Lomé 
Convention to the WTO and not to the ACP. 
 
 
Q.10 (a)  Although being presented as a multiple choice question, as much as 25% of candidates opted for 

the wrong answer. 
(b) The majority of candidates gave ‘Internet’ as the correct answer.  Other answers (computer, e-mail 

and telephone) were considered incorrect. 
(c) Most candidates failed to achieve full marks because they mentioned the advantages of e-

commerce but they did not explain how those advantages affected traditional retail trade. 
(d) The greater majority of candidates answered this question successfully. 

 
 
Section III      Demography and Social Realities 
 
Q.11  This question is related to question 5 in Section 1 of Paper 1, and therefore some overlapping in the 
responses was expected. At any rate, answers have shown respondents’ understanding of the basic concept 
underpinning the question and its consequences on European life, particularly in the area of welfare policies. 
 
Q.12   The big majority of answers to this question demonstrated candidates’ awareness and sensitivity to 
the upcoming challenge of immigration for Europe. 
(b) It is encouraging to note that examples of school services mentioned by respondents can be helpful to 
create a culture of inclusiveness and non-discrimination among Maltese students. 
 
Q.13  Both aspects of the question were answered correctly, with language and religion featuring and the 
main factors manifesting cultural diversity. Clothes and food traditions as other indicators of cultural diversity 
were also mentioned, even if sporadically. 
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Q.14   Fishing and agriculture were the most popular examples of traditional industries mentioned.  Not a few 
answers dwelled on the development of industrialisation before actually giving examples of traditional 
industries.  Students, however, seemed to find some difficulty in answering the second part of this  question 
(b). Very rarely were examples of re-structuring measures suggested by the mark scheme mentioned in their 
responses.  The reason could, perhaps, be the lack of understanding of the term ‘re-structuring’.  The usual 
‘cliches’ such as more money investment by employers and work input by workers were the most common 
responses. 
                                                                                                                            
Q.15   Generally speaking, candidates have answered this question correctly by indicating practical ways of 
how workers can be competitive in today’s knowledge society.  Although responses were not exactly phrased 
in the terminology proposed by the mark scheme, they showed its ‘spirit’.  This can be considered as an 
indication that modern-day catchwords for economic regeneration on the national agenda are having some 
influence on Maltese young people’s way of thinking about current economic and social needs. 
 
 
Section IV       Europeans and their environment 
27 out of 94  2A candidates opted for this section  and the average mark  was 16 marks out of 30. 
22 out of 89 2B candidates opted for this section and the average mark was 9 marks out of 30. 
  
Q.16   Many provided excellent answers referring to measures to control traffic and traffic emissions, the 
development of a better infrastructure and strict construction development plans.  Some answers, however 
tended to be very superficial just hinting the above points, weakly expressed  in the English. 
language. 
 
Q.17  Many of the responses were correct but some were evidently out of point, trying to guess the meaning 
of TENS                                                                                                                         
 
Q. 18  Most of the candidates are very aware of the health issues in connection with the stressful lifestyles of 
today.  Surely candidates have excellent exposure on such issues from different other subjects and not just 
European studies, namely PSD, Home Economics, Environmental; Studies).  Such cross-curricular  
knowledge is very healthy and helps candidates to assimilate the topic more deeply. 
 
Q.19  This was a ‘recall’ question in which many candidates fared badly and gained few marks.   Candidates 
need to be very knowledge of the spatial geography of Europe in order to be able to have a  proper overview 
of the spread and focus of development over the whole continent and therefore able to distinguish between 
core and periphery and weak and strong points inherent in both . 
 
Q.20  Again a very common topic in Environmental Studies and therefore many candidates evidently have 
much exposure to this topic.  There is always however the great contrast between a good number of very 
detailed responses and another large number of trivial or superficial answers, just skimming some good 
points and providing many terse responses consisting of one word or very short phrases, many times in a 
very weak English.                                                                

  
 
Section  V       The Cultural Heritage                                  
Out of 94 candidates (absent candidates included) who opted for Paper 2A, Section V of Paper 1 was 
answered by 41 candidates.  Of these the average score was 20 from a total of 30 marks. 
Out of 89 candidates (absent candidates included) who opted for Paper 2B, Section V of Paper 1 was 
answered by 37 candidates.  Of these the average score was 10 from a total of 30 marks. 
 
Q.21   The majority of candidates answered this question successfully, giving the following answer versions: 
flag, national anthem, history, traditions, language, and culture. 
 
Q.22   A significant number of candidates failed to explain the nature of ethnic problems prevailing in the 
Basque region and in Cyprus.  There was a predominant pitfall among candidates to attribute such problems 
to illegal migrants, religious division and a high rate of unemployment. 
 
Q.23   Most candidates answered the questions (a) and (c) rather successfully.  Where information given was 
vague or incomplete candidates were allocated half the marks.  Question (b) about the Reformation seems to 
have been the most challenging because students either failed to answer the question or attributed the 
Reformation as having ushered a new age of democratic government and freedom of expression but then 
ignored developments such as religious reform, divisions within Christianity and subsequent religious wars 
and religious intolerance. 
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Q.24  (a)  Most candidates demonstrated an understanding of the what fundamental human rights but  then 
they failed to place this important declaration in its rightful historical context, i.e. an  important document of 
the French Revolution intended to symbolise the end of feudal society. 
(b) Universal suffrage was widely and wrongly explained as marking an ‘age of universal suffering in time of 

war.’  Only a handful of candidates managed to link their answer to the right to vote. 
(c)  The absolute majority of candidates answered this question correctly. 
 
Q.25 Most students answered this question successfully.  Candidates who failed to express their ideas 
clearly enough were given half the marks allocated.  When answering question (b) about decolonisation, 
some candidates failed to mention the urge of nationalism and movements for self-determination in the 
colonies but expressed the over-simplistic view that decolonisation was the direct result of World War II. 
 
Q.26  The most common pitfall here was when candidates did not show clearly the meaning and practical 
implications of pluralism in politics and the media.  Most candidates equated political pluralism with 
democratic government and pluralism in the media with freedom of expression. 
 
Q.27 The greater majority of candidates answered the first part of the question successfully.  When tackling 
the second part, most students showed that they have confused ‘regional language’ with regional dialects 
when they gave answers such as Neapolitan, cockney, Gozitan etc.  
 
 

European Studies SEC Marker Report 2006 
 

Paper 2 A 
Paper 2 A -- Section 1  
Q.1  a)The first part of this question was not answered sufficiently well.  Students, it seems, are still finding it 
difficult to grasp the meaning of the concept of ‘European Citizenship’. This was shown by defining this 
concept in terms of the very general references to lists of human rights enshrined in declarations and 
conventions rather than to what really constitutes European citizenship as indicated in the mark scheme.  
Hence, the majority of the answers have not really answered this aspect of the question. 
(b) The second part, however, was well within the students’ school experience of European education 
programmes like Comenius.  It was, therefore, answered correctly almost in all cases. 
 
Q. 2  As in the case of the question in Paper 1, this question on the welfare system in Europe was answered 
correctly in the great majority of cases.  Although the topic on welfare appears to be rather difficult to 
understand, students seem to be alert to the discussion on the topic going on at present at both national and 
European level. 
 

Section II           Economic development and changes in Europe 
 
Q.3 The majority of candidates opted for this question, 57 out of a total of 94 (including absent candidates).  
The average mark obtained was 13 out of a maximum of 20.  Most candidates identified the types of travel in 
Europe and discussed some of their advantages and disadvantages (with special emphasis on 
environmental issues).  However, there were only a few candidates who discussed the economic activities 
generated. 
 
Q. 4 The number of candidates who opted to answer this question was 20 from a total of 94 and the average 
mark obtained was 12 out of a maximum mark of 20.  The greater majority of students identified some of the 
major trading partners of the EU.  Unfortunately, candidates were less successful in discussing the workings 
and the relations of international trading blocs had with the EU.  In this regard, arguments and issues 
presented by most candidates showed shallow knowledge and repetition of a few ideas.  It was noticed also 
that candidates refrained from giving any reference to the historical background about the formation of 
international trading blocs under discussion. 
 
 
 
Section III      Demography and Social Realities 
 
Q.5 Students are generally aware of the welfare gap, both in Malta and in other European countries, created 
by the decreasing number of working age people and the rise of the elderly population.  They have, 
therefore, satisfied the expectations of this question with regards to its focus on the demographic shifts and 
welfare constraints. 
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Q.6  Responses to this question left much to be desired since respondents have concentrated on the usual 
description of the process of industrialisation.  Although in a few cases reference to the rise in the tertiary 
sector was made, hardly any mention of the trend towards multi-national corporations, merger companies, 
specialisation and the need competitiveness was given in answers to this question. 
 
Section IV       Europeans and their environment 
 
Q.7  
48 candidates out of 94 opted for this question and the average mar k obtained was  12 marks out of 
20 

a) Many responses were quite correct but some candidates took a general approach and did not 
comment on each feature one by one. Hence some confused answers ensued.   

b)  Also here there were really good answers but there  were also many cases of sheer guessing and 
many times were quoting various sustainable measures of any type beyond the protection of the 
hydrosphere.                                                                                 

          
Q.8  
45 candidates out of 94 opted for this question and the average ma rk obtained was 14 marks out of 
20 
Evidently many good answers came from the proper input from schools with reference to different case 
studies from textbooks and other sources.  But a minority again attempted to write superficially on the topic 
building on vague ideas and clichés (re: delinquency, drugs, noise and pollution) 
 
Section  V       The Cultural Heritage                                  
 
Q. 9     The number of candidates who answered this question was 17 from a total of 94.  The average mark 
obtained was 12 out of maximum of 20.  Most candidates failed to distinguish between the two components 
of the question.  Candidates used some of the arguments and ideas of part (b) to answer part (a) of the 
question, rendering part (b) repetitive.  The causes for the beginning of the Renaissance were rather shallow 
and incomplete; some important causes such as the fall of Constantinople and the enrichment of certain 
North Italian cities during the Late Middle Ages were in most instances left out.  When tackling part (b), some 
candidates lacked a logical and comprehension discussion on the changes brought about by the 
Renaissance in West European artistic and intellectual heritage.  A few candidates went as far as to include 
Baroque and Neo-Classicism with the Renaissance, demonstrating unsatisfactory mastering of basic 
historical chronology. 
 
Q.10  Candidates who attempted this question numbered 21 out of a total of 94 and the average marks 
obtained was 10 out of a maximum of 20.  Most candidates focused their arguments and ideas on two 
components only and left out the implications of pluralism on economic life.  Most of the candidates who did 
answer this component however, failed to point out the meaning and practical use of concepts of free trade 
and the free market.  Candidates showed greater awareness of pluralism in the political and the media set 
up, but lost marks because their arguments were not clearly expressed due to poor mastering of vocabulary 
and self-expression in English. 
 
 

Paper  2B 
 
Section I          Power and People    
 
 
Q.1 (a) It seems that students found the concept of “democratic security” hard to grasp and more so to 
explain since they are usually familiar with the just the straightforward concept of democracy. The objective in 
the question was to make candidates demonstrate their ability to analyse  and infer , something with they 
failed to do, given their way of explaining democracy by the usual ‘cliche’ listing of human rights.  regarding 
the explanation of ‘national minorities’, answers were generally correct. 
(b) Responses to the second part of the question showed that students are generally knowledgeable of the 
major Council of Europe instruments which promote democracy and the rule of law, but not so much -- with 
the exception of one or two cases -- of the instruments that protect minority groups from discrimination. Again 
in questions of this nature the tendency is to merely enlist measures and/or instruments without explaining or 
discussing them as is expected of respondents from the question. 
 
Q.2 The majority of candidates have explained satisfactorily what fair trading is and how European Union 
Member States can promote a fair trading system to reduce poverty in developing countries.  They were not 
so familiar, however, with the 8 millennium development goals, so topical a subject especially here in Malta 
during the Commonwealth Heads of State conference in November 2005. 
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Section II           Economic development and changes in Europe 
 
                                
Q. 3  The number of students who answered this question was 39 out of a total of 89 (including absent ones).  
The average mark obtained was 9 out of a maximum mark of 20.  The low average mark is evident of the 
superficiality of many answers, mostly consisting of trivial recall of experiences gathered many times from 
inadequate exposure to the media. 
 
 
Q. 4.  The number of students who answered this question was 9 out of a total of 89 (including absent ones).  
The average mark obtained was 8 out of a maximum mark of 20.  Few candidates opted for this question and 
those who did demonstrated weaknesses in recall of facts about these trading partners. 
 
 
Section III      Demography and Social Realities 
 
Q.5(a & b) The three aspects of mobility expected of the question were tackled satisfactorily by respondents.  
Students also showed their ability to think when answering the suggestions part (5a) of the question. 
 
Q. 6(a & b) Both parts of this question were answered correctly almost in all cases, with students 
emphasising the wider opportunities for education and training opening up for young people. The widespread 
acquisition of the new technologies skills as the main cause of the growth of the service industry was also 
mentioned. 
 
 
Section IV       Europeans and their environment 
  
Q.7   
52 candidates out of  89 opted for this question and the average mark  obtained was 9 out of 30. 
 
a) Some responses were quite satisfactory but many candidates were very weak in expressing themselves 
and provided few points from which they could gain marks.   
b) There was a small number of good answers but there  were many cases of sheer guessing and many 
times were quoting in a very superficial way various sustainable measures of any type even beyond the 
protection of the hydrosphere.                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                           
Q. 8 
63 candidates out of  89 opted for this question and the average mar k obtained was 11 out of 30. 
a)  The vast majority gained these marks but yet there were still some candidates quoting such major cities 
as being capital cities namely Milano, Barcelona, Venice or Istanbul. 
b) and c) There were only few signs that answers came from the proper input from schools with reference to 
different case studies from textbooks and other sources.  Indeed the great majority provided very trivial 
material on the topic, based on vague ideas and clichés (re: delinquency, drugs, noise and pollution).  
 
 
Section  V       The Cultural Heritage    
 
Q. 9  The number of students who answered this question was 15 out of a total of 89 (including absent ones).  
The average mark obtained was 8 out of a maximum mark of 20.  Hence a very poor response which shows 
inability of many of these candidates to express themselves when they come to recall and understanding of 
facts and their causes and effects. 
 
Q. 10  The number of students who answered this question was 29 out of a total of 89 (including absent 
ones).  The average mark obtained was 8 out of a maximum mark of 20.   Again generally a very poor result 
which shows lack of knowledge about these topics. 
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
 
August 2006 
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