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SEC GEOGRAPHY 
May 2006 Session 

Examiner’s Report 
  
Statistics 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for SEC Geography – May 2006 session  

Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Abs Total 
I+IIA 19 48 53 28 13 5 − − 6 172 
I+IIB − − − 17 18 15 15 49 10 124 
Total 19 48 53 45 31 20 15 49 16 296 

% 6.4 16.2 17.9 15.2 10.5 6.8 5.1 16.5 5.4 100.0 
 
Introduction  
The Geography Secondary Education Certificate (SEC) Examination was held over two sessions: Paper 
I was common to all candidates; and Paper II consisted of a pre-selected option for which candidates 
had to sit for, either Papers A or B.  
 
Distribution of marks 
The scripts were marked out of a maximum total of 200 marks. The distribution was as follows: 
a)  20 marks for the Field Report. This was marked, and at times commented upon, by the supervising 

teacher and moderated by the Board of Examiners 
b)  80 marks for Paper I. Common to all candidates. Students had to answer two compulsory questions 

and select two questions out of six. Each question carried 20 marks. The Field Report mark was 
included with this paper. 

c)  100 marks for Paper II. Candidates had to answer four questions out of ten. Each question carried 
25 marks. Candidates could register and sit for either Paper IIA or Paper IIB.  

 
The Field Report 
Most of the projects were well researched and presented and candidates in some schools presented a 
wide range of subjects. This should be a commendable practice as students will at the end learn about a 
range of issues not just their own.  The following points should be noted for better performances in 
future: 
 
• Figures and diagrams are to be numbered; 
• Better use of appendices to remove irrelevant clutter from the main text; 
• Combination of data to avoid too many graphs, charts and tables; 
• Plates are to be reduced so that the report would not look like a photo album and a proper 

explanatory caption using geographical and technical terms;    
•  Maps require proper legends for the reader to understand the map’s meaning and interpretation by 

the candidate; 
• Analytical skills should be given more attention and tables with figures included in the write-up 

and not present just a descriptive account; 
• Annotated sketches should be encouraged; 
• A description of the technique used helps reader to appreciate that the student understood the 

technical aspect of the project; 
• An important consideration is for the students to familiarise themselves with the fact that these 

reports are a combination of field studies, literature searches, interviews, questionnaires and also 
technical reports. In fact it would be highly commendable if the reports contain a balance of all 
these factors. Important sources of information are newspapers, Local Council and Parish 
publications and Planning Authority technical documents. Candidates would select the relevant 
information and tie it up in an interesting project.   

 
The written papers 
Three tables show the candidates’ performance in the examination. It is clear that the same pattern 
observed in previous years is repeated again. This involves that even though Paper B is easier than 
Paper A candidates taking Paper B still obtained substantially lower marks in both papers. These 
remarks are set to identify the major problems encountered by the students and are aimed at obtaining a 
better structure in future examination papers.  Another objective is to be able to select the geography 
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students and eliminate those candidates who sit for the examination for the sake of just carrying out 
another examination. In all probability a number of candidates take the geography examination 
thinking that the slight overlap there is with other subjects will see them through.  
 
The comments that follow deal with the overall performance of Paper B candidates and comment to 
the answers to each question.   
 
• It is evident that students need to improve on their English language.  They need to understand the 

questions well before answering the questions and additional effort with regards to studying needs 
to take place. 

 
• The questions that were prepared for candidates sitting for paper IIB were mainly divided into two 

groups.  The first group was focused on general knowledge and human geography, whereas the 
second group was based on physical geography.  Both groups required examples and frequently 
dealt with questions regarding the local context. 

 
• The most frequently selected questions were 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.  The first four regarded human 

geography whereas the latter three were physical geography oriented.  
 
• Overall few students sustained their answers with diagrams.  This shows that lack of attention is 

given to the subject as a whole.  Most students have not yet understood the concept behind 
geography and that this vast subject entails more than just common sense. 

 
• Moreover, it was noticed that generally students do not read the questions well and consequently 

do not understand what is required.  This happened especially with question number 7 (a), where 
students at times thought that there is no competition between Europe, N. America and Africa, SE 
Asia and the Pacific.  Another drawback which was reflected in mark reductions was the inability 
of the majority of the candidates to express themselves in English. 

 
Table 2: SEC Examination in Geography, May-June Session 2006: Distribution of Grades 
awarded to candidates 
Grade  Candidates sitting for  Grade  Candidates sitting for 
Awarded  Papers I and II A  Awarded  Paper I and II B 
  No. Per cent    No. Per cent 
1  19  11.0  4  17 13.7 
2  48 27.9  5  18 14.6 
3  53 30.8  6  15 12.1 
4  28 16.3  7  15 12.1 
5  13  7.6  U  49 39.5 
U  5  2.9  Abs  10 8.0 
Absent  6  3.5      
Total  172 100.0  Total  124 100.0 
 
Table 3: SEC Examination in Geography, June Session 2006: Percentage distribution of optional 
questions selected by candidates in all papers 
Question Number Paper I Paper II A Paper I Paper II B 
1 Compulsory 23.8 Compulsory 17.9 
2 Compulsory 15.3 Compulsory 12.1 

3 9.6 12.2 18.9 2.7 
4 3.3 10.5 10.6 2.7 
5 22.2 6.8 11.1 0.7 
6 26.9 1.2 19.4 9.6 
7 27.8 1.5 25.3 15.2 
8 10.2 12.0 14.7 13.7 
9  0.7  9.6 
10  16.0  15.8 
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Table 4: SEC Examination in Geography, May-June Session 2006: Total number of answers to 
each question in all papers and average marks awarded to each question answered. 
   Paper I Paper I   Paper 

IIA 
 Paper 

IIB 
 Paper A 

candidates 
Paper A 
candidates 

Paper B 
Candidates 

Paper B 
candidates 

     

Question 
Number 

Number 
of 
Answers 

Average 
Mark x/20 

Number of 
Answers 

Average 
Mark x/20 

 No of 
Answers 

Average 
Mark 
x/25 

No of 
Answers 

Average 
Mark 
x/25 

1 C 13.9 C 9.6  157 18.7 77 10.6 
2 C 13.9 C 9.7  101 16.2 53 12.2 
3 32 13.6 41 7.6  81 15.8 12 9.2 
4 11 10.4 23 5.3  69 18.1 12 10.9 
5 74 13.6 24 10.0  45 19.3 3 14.1 
6 89 12.8 42 9.6  8 11.5 42 10.6 
7 92 15.8 55 9.3  10 15.5 67 10.8 
8 34 12.9 32 7.4  79 18.6 60 11.1 
9 - - - -  5 14.8 42 5.3 
10 - - - -  106 17.2 69 11.2 
Mean  13.5  8.6   14.5  10.5 
C = Compulsory question, answered by all candidates. 
 
Paper I 
Question 1 Re: Map Skills  
Overall this question is generally expected by all candidates and parts were rather give-aways however 
a considerable number of candidates found it difficult to estimate the areas asked for even though a 
scale was provided as stipulated in the regulations.  Problems with giving geographical reasons for the 
large number of fortifications along the coast were evident. Overall candidates obtained good marks in 
answering this compulsory question.     
 
Question 2 Re: Locations on World Map 
Overall good answers were provided for practically all parts of this question. However it is to be noted 
that when it comes to describing the main features of two climates candidates were in difficulties to 
provide a clear description. In fact candidates were more at ease at pinpointing features than in 
describing them.  
 
Question 3 Re:  Earth’s orbit, seasons and axis 
Very high marks were obtained by candidates who answered this question indicating that they were 
well prepared to answer this topic. However candidates opting for paper B provided weak answers with 
only a small percentage of them managing to obtain a mark above the pass-mark level. 
 
Question 4 Re: Faults 
Surprisingly very few candidates attempted this question 50 from those taking paper A and 25 from 
those taking Paper B. The same pattern of marks allocated was followed in that candidates taking paper 
A obtained good marks and showing an all-round knowledge on the issues present whilst Paper B 
candidates provided rather poor answers. 
 
Question 5 Re: Geology of the Maltese Islands 
Answers to this question were probably the best ones throughout this paper. Even though candidates 
answering Paper B scored lower marks that those attempting paper A the difference was not extremely 
significant as with other questions.   
 
Question 6 Re: Continental and Oceanic crust 
An excellent response by practically all candidates taking Paper A with most marks exceeding 75 per 
cent. This shows that candidates were well prepared to tackle this question. However candidates taking 
paper B scored low marks with the exception for those whose overall performance in this Paper was 
satisfactory.  
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Question 7 Re: weather chart interpretation 
This was the most popular question for candidates taking Paper A and the second most popular for 
candidates taking Paper B. Practically all candidates answering this question answered correctly with 
most marks above the 60 per cent. However many candidates opting for Paper B  were rather poor and 
obtained low marks.  
 
Question 8 Re: Soil and soil formation 
Candidates attempting this question answered correctly to the extent that Paper A candidates obtained 
higher marks with a few candidates failing to know the  importance of the parent rock to soil formation. 
 
Paper II A 
 
Question 1   Re: Global population distribution and factors which condition a region to be 
sparsely populated or densely populated. 
Many candidates provided some good analytical explanations but quite a number failed to distinguish 
between high density factors for the developed world and less developed e.g. for the Netherlands and 
for Bangladesh.  Candidates should consider systematically all factors not only physical but also 
human. 
 
When they came to refer to global density patterns with reference to figure 1, some mentioned, for 
example, Greenland as a COUNTRY with a low density of population when the data for that island is 
incorporated with the country with which it makes part i.e. Canada.  Other candidates for some reason, 
some candidates mentioned countries with an average density as being examples of countries with a 
low density of population e.g. Brazil. Perhaps these candidates were referring to countries or specific 
areas of their knowledge without making any use of the figure provided. 
 
Question 2    Re: Migration within the Mediterranean and in Europe and types and differences in 
migratory movements. 
There were some very valid answers indeed but there were also quite a large number of candidates who 
provided very superficial responses, many of which reproducing some stereotyped information 
recurrent in the local media re: the flow of immigrants onto the European coast including Malta. In 
these answers there were no real attempts to explain the causes and effects of such migratory flows and 
they do no justice to the sterling work which formal educators are surely doing in Maltese schools. 
 
Regarding examples of migratory flows during the 20th Century, some good answers were given, 
though it seems that a number of candidates were drawing this from their school curriculum for History 
(which is not a negative point but should be noted by teachers of Geography). 
 
Question 3    Re:  Recreational tourism and its impact on Malta especially its coast. 
A number of candidates ignored the reference to the word ‘impact’ and simply wrote about the 
development of tourism in Malta and Gozo.  Others described the positive impacts but made no 
reference at all to the negative side, that is, the pressure on the environment especially on the 
infrastructure: the traffic flow on our airport, ports and roads, on the energy and water supply and the 
numerous services provided for the tourist. Then, there were only few references to the significant 
impact, nowadays, of internal tourism, especially towards Bugibba and the island of Gozo. 
 
The last part of the question requested an explanation about the development of tourists' 
accommodation and attractions on the Maltese coast.  Many of the responses were very trivial and 
ignored the existence near our seaside resorts of shopping and cinema complexes, the many deluxe 
hotels (except the many references to the new magnificent hotel at Ghajn Tuffieha), the coastal strands, 
the reclamation of sandy beaches, the entertainment parks, the BBQ areas and the yacht marinas. 
 
Question 4    Re: Causes and effects of acid rain and the major European concerns (especially 
climatic) about it 
This was the best answered question: most of the candidates named the two main chemical compounds 
which give rise to acid rain, though some responses were not quite exact.  The majority provided a very 
good explanation for the causes.  As regards the effects, there were a variety of answers with the 
majority referring to the pollution of the water supplies and many to the damage to buildings and cars.  
As regards ‘concerns’ some candidates thought that the word actually referred directly to solutions and 
hence suggested measures to decrease or eliminate acid rain. 
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It is important to note that some candidates considered the question 4b (acid rain affecting the 
environment) and question 5b (the negative impacts of urban transport on the human environment) as 
being possible to answer in a similar or identical way. Though there might be some overlap in the 
expected answers, since both deal with environmental issues, candidates should have not read the 
questions superficially and should have focused properly on the main points of the topic being 
questioned upon. (4b = acid rain vis-à-vis the entire environment and 5b= urban transport vis-à-vis the 
human and built-up environment. 
 
Question 5 Re: The functions of transport in urban areas and the negative impacts on the human 
and built-up environment. 
 
There was a balance between the number of very good detailed answers and another number which was 
really poor and superficial.  Some responses were excellent with references to major transport 
developments in Europe and other continents and also to examples of some Geographic quantitative 
tools towards the analysis of traffic and communication e.g. the index of connectivity.  However, in 
many other cases, the answers made many over-simplified references to going to and returning from 
school each day, of reaching the place of work at Valletta, of tourists’ ordeal to find the proper bus 
connection.  
 
As regards the negative impacts of urban transport, inevitably many mentioned the fumes and the 
noise, the damage to cars and buildings but then, strangely, though requested to do so by the question, a 
good number forgot of the very dangerous hazard of these on the human health.  However many others 
mentioned health risks due to urban transport, by referring to respiratory problems and cancer risks. 
 
Question 6   Re: The Asiatic advantage in the global trade network of textile production 
Few candidates opted for this question:  the majority, of those who did, made references to cheap 
labour but with few thinking of discussing the reasons behind this case of extremely low costs of 
production.  Many of the candidates mentioned that this is just due to the incredible high level of labour 
supply.  But only the very very few referred to the extremely cheap supply of raw materials, both 
natural and artificial from the Asiatic continent.  Most of the candidates seemed to have ignored Figure 
2 completely and therefore made no reference to it  and some of the few who did seemed to find it 
difficult interpret it, especially in connection to the symbols (arrows) representing in-flows and 
outflows of textile products to and from the different continents. Part b of the question spoke about the 
benefits of industrialisation of a country.  The few who attempted this question answered in a very 
haphazard way and referred in an obvious way to the creation of jobs, more money in one’s pocket and 
therefore missed the points of having major beneficial effects on the general economy of the country, 
especially in the provision of better health, educational, infrastructural and housing services for the 
entire population.  
 
Question 7 Re:  The three different sectors of economic activities, the post-war Malta’s economic 
transition, the definition of a market-oriented industry and the importance of industrial location 
for this type of industry. 
A question with multiple facets on the same topic:  as a result, most of the many candidates who 
attempted this question seemed to have been attracted to do so by a particular part or parts of it but not 
the entire question.  In fact, many did quite well in first two parts (economic types and transition) but 
were very weak in the other two parts, namely the definition of market–orientated industry and the 
factors for its location.    However, there were also some very poor responses both in the references to 
the post-war economic transition and also in the definition of the market-oriented industry.  Many 
candidates seemed to have a very superficial idea of the transformation of Malta from being at the 
services of a military foreign power before the War towards an economy based on peaceful industrial 
activities.    On the other hand, some candidates seemed unable to distinguish between those industries 
addressed towards the internal market and those focusing directly towards exports.  
 
Question 8:    Re:  The correlation of the GNP and energy consumption and examples of 
renewable energy resources and their advantages and disadvantages. 
 In this case, the great majority made good use of the figure provided (figure 3).  Although there were 
some good analytical responses, the majority simply described the figure and showed that they barely 
knew the exact meaning of correlation and more so of what represents a positive correlation (as in most 
countries i.e. low GNP and low energy consumption for the less developed world with the opposite 
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holding for the more developed) but only the very very few then referred to the ‘abnormal’ situation in 
the case of Saudi Arabia (a case of a NEGATIVE correlation i.e. a high GNP and a low level of energy 
consumption) 
 
For the second part of the question (renewable resources), the responses were generally positive and 
some good detail was provided. It should also be noted, however, that a small number of candidates 
erroneously referred to nuclear energy as being renewable.  Some candidates tackled this part of the 
question in a very inconvenient way by taking all three examples at one go, first attempting to cover the 
advantages for all three chosen examples taken together and then again providing the disadvantages of 
all three together as selected.  This procedure led to considerable confusion and loss of some marks, 
since not all advantages and disadvantages always apply to all three in an identical way. In would have 
been more logical had these candidates to tackle each example separately. 
 
Question 9 Re: The geography of a river delta, the pressures on such environments and solutions, 
with the Camargue given as way of example 
Few candidates opted for this question.  The best focused directly on wetland habitats and the impact of 
human development, made direct references to the Camargue and compared it with other delta zones.  
Some other responses were too general, made no reference to any exemplar and simply described types 
of delta and what leads to their formation.   In such type of question, many times there are  three 
different approaches by the candidates: first, there are those who tackle the topic in a holistic way 
considering all physical and natural factors, together with the human encroachment on such areas; then 
there is a second group of candidates who take the physical geography approach by simply describing 
the physical elements of the feature and its formation (in this case ‘ a river delta’)  and finally a third 
group which takes the topic from the ecological point of view, describing the habitat i.e. the specific 
flora and fauna which thrive on that environment and the ways to protect it.  The examiners consider 
the first approach as the best in the circumstances. 
 
Question 10 Re: The reasons behind the deforestation of the Amazon basin and the effects of 
such activity 
This was a very popular question and in many cases the candidates provided very detailed responses.    
Exact references were made to the destruction of the equatorial forest in order to build roads, 
settlements, mining and logging enterprises, animal and crop farms, electric grid structures and others.  
As regards the effects of this pressure on the Amazonic ecosystem, some candidates even saw some 
positive outcomes such as the creation of jobs and the provision of better housing; but the majority 
referred to negative outcomes such as the elimination of the Indio culture and the resultant conflicts, 
social exploitation, the loss of important species of fauna and flora, soil erosion and exhaustion, global 
oxygen supply depletion and increase in atmospheric carbon dioxide.  In certain responses, some 
candidates repeated the frequent error that an increased carbon dioxide supply due the forest 
destruction accelerated the depletion of the stratospheric ozone layer protecting life on earth. 
 
Paper IIB  
The questions that were prepared for candidates sitting for paper IIB were mainly divided into two 
groups.  The first group was focused on general knowledge and human geography, whereas the second 
group was based on physical geography.  Both groups required examples and frequently dealt with 
questions regarding the local context. 
 
Question 1 
This question was answered frequently.  Generally the students understood the questions.  Most of the 
times the answers left much to be desired especially with regards to the second question [“What are the 
reasons for the low population density in desert and mountainous areas?”]. 
 
Question 2 
This question was chosen by many students.  The main errors with this question were that the students 
did not understand questions b) and c).  Apparently the students tend to get confused when they are 
asked to refer to the previous question and its answer.  For question b) “Give TWO  examples of each 
of the terms explained in part (a)” students replied by only giving one example for each.  With regards 
to question c) all the students showed that they did not go through their books because the answers 
were quite superficial and repetitive [i.e. the student tried to answer the question by giving the same 
answers in different ways].  The lack of information given for question d) showed that students do not 
possess general knowledge. 
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Question 3 
Apparently students do not like to answer specific questions.  This question was quite subject-specific, 
in that it involved the exact knowledge the topic.  This shows that most of the students do not study the 
subject or else do not like the topic on settlements.   
 
Question 4 
The same situation occurred with regards to this question.  The response to this type of question was 
minimal and most students who tried to answer it replied wrongly.  Most of the students did not seem 
to understand the questions. 
 
Question 5 
Question 5 was again one of the least questions to be chosen.  This type of question required specific 
answers. 
 
Question 6 
This question was answered by most of the students.  The examples given for the “informal sector” 
were sometimes vague, otherwise the questions were straightforward. 
 
Question 7 
A lot of students answered this question and most of them got section a) wrong.  The question was 
quite straightforward; nevertheless students showed that they did not understand it.  Despite the fact 
that this question states that “Tourism in Europe and North America is facing stiff competition from 
destinations in Africa, South-east Asia and the Pacific”, the answers were mostly on how tourism is 
doing better in Europe and North America than in the other countries. 
 
Question 8 
The diagram helped the students in answering this question.  Nevertheless, although the diagram was 
detailed and illustrated most of the processes involved for soil erosion to take place; students only 
mentioned about 3 examples.   
 
Question 9 
Question 9, as is the case for questions 8 and 10 were three of the mostly answered questions.  Students 
tend to prefer to answer to questions dealing with physical geography.  Diagrams left much to be 
desired.  Some of the diagrams were crammed and labelling was not neat. 
 
Question 10 
This question was quite straightforward; however students need to be more knowledgeable about the 
local environment.  Answers and suggestions for sections b) and c) were quite limited and left much to 
be desired. 
 
 
The Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2006 


