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EXAMINERS’ REPORT  
 

This year we had three students who sat for Latin, and they all passed (100%). One candidate 
was awarded Grade 3, and the two others Grade 4 each. 
 
The Latin papers consist of two: 1 (core) is dedicated to Literature, that is, Vergil and Cicero, and 
the other to Language. This year, all three candidates chose IIA. Contrary to what one would 
expect, the students’ performance in the Language Paper was much better than that in the 
Literature. In fact, all three students passed with good marks (60s and 70s) in the Language 
Paper, and all three failed in the Literature Paper (30s). The problem in the Literature Paper 
appears to have been in the Cicero Section (Prose), and not in Vergil (Verse). I shall analyse the 
students’ answers to the Cicero Section to illustrate where the problem was. 
 
Students need to note better the background to the letters they are being examined in. Only one 
student knew to whom Cicero was addressing the letter, but he said he wrote it at Thessalonica 
in 57 B.C. They need to be better taught in parsing, a very useful exercise in analysing case, 
number, tense, voice, mood etc. of words underlined in the passage. Their marks here could 
have been better too. Some do not know what are Parts of Speech (e.g. nouns, adjectives, 
pronouns), or what are the kinds of pronouns (e.g. personal, reflexive, demonstrative). Same 
applies to syntax, which explains the use of constructions (e.g. ablative absolute, indirect 
statement) and subjunctive (e.g. purpose, result, conditional). In fact none answered correctly f., 
which was precisely on the use of the subjunctive in moreretur. The short translation was 
supposed to be made of a prepared text: nevertheless, the students struggled here too as if they 
were tackling an unseen, and only one got a pass in it. Finally, the student is expected to look up 
information on any personage mentioned in the text (e.g. Epaminondas). Latin is not just for 
Latin, but also for culture, including history. Teachers are recommended to supplement handouts 
on such personages taken from history, literature and mythology, first to prepare students better, 
and then to enhance their appreciation of the Classics. 
 
Latin helps students improve their English spelling. This obviously did not work with some, who 
had “depurture, Aenas, prepairing, speach, genetive”.  
 
The Language Paper is divided into three sections: Translation into English, Comprehension, and 
Translation into Latin or English. All three students wisely attempted the eight sentence in English 
to turn into Latin. I say “wisely’ because this exercise helps the students better to understand 
both Grammar and Syntax. Their marks for Section 1 were in the 70s and 80s, for Section 2 were 
in the 30s, 60s and 70s, for Section 4 (the sentences), in the 50s and 70s. It seems also here that 
attention must be given to the Comprehension exercise, particularly to such questions relating to 
Parts of Speech and the use of the Subjunctive (as in Paper I). 
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