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    SEC RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE 
May 2006 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
 

Statistics 
 
Table 1: Distribution of grades for SEC Religious Knowledge – May 2006 session 

Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Abs Total 
I + IIA 94 444 657 486 862 − − 498 25 3066 
I + IIB − − - 177 484 383 509 634 185 2372 
Total 94 444 657 663 1346 383 509 1132 210 5438 

% of Total 1.7 8.2 12.0 12.2 24.8 7.0 9.4 20.8 3.9 100.0 
 
Introduction 
 
1. There was a small increase in the number of candidates who sat for this session when compared to 
the previous year, with roughly the same results. Out of a total of 5438, 3066 candidates chose Option 
A, while 2372 chose Option B. 210 candidates did not turn up for the examination. There were 58.9% 
who got Grades between 1 and 5, a small improvement on last year, but one still calls for a greater 
effort from candidates who sit for this exam in the future. 
 
2. Paper I was a two-hour paper, and one does expect students to leave the examination room too 
early. All questions should be read and understood properly before attempting to give an answer, which 
answer should be clear and complete, even if concise. A good number of students fail to understand 
what is asked of them, or do not express themselves clearly and to the point. In some cases, only the 
first part of a question is attempted.  
 
3. Paper one covers the whole syllabus, and topic not included in Paper II are usually examined here. 
Questions are set to test the candidates’ familiarity with the Bible, with Christian Doctrine and with the 
Liturgy. Some candidates still showed no familiarity with certain terms which form an integral part of 
our religious belief, like Holy Orders and Christian celibacy; others still do not differentiate between 
God and Jesus Christ. Candidates are also expected to give greater importance to the sayings of Jesus 
and to other important Biblical quotations, rather than stop on Jesus’ deeds and miracles. 
 
4. Candidates who go for Option B should also prepare themselves well and strive for higher marks, 
keeping in mind that there were 20.8% who were rewarded a U Grade. 
 
5. One would expect all teachers of religion who prepare students for the SEC exam to read well this 
report and take note of all relevant observations. 
 
Paper I 
 
1. Question 1 was relatively easy, and good answers were mostly given, though too many stopped on 
the promise of a child. 
 
2. Blessed Charles de Foucauld, though part of the students’ textbook, was not well known by all. To 
some he was ‘a martyr’, or he was mixed up with St Augustine or St Ignatius of Loyola. 
 
3. Moses was better known and answers given were usually correct. 
 
4. The exile of Babylon is not popular with most candidates. Some confused ‘exile’ with ‘exodus’. 
Very few knew the correct answer, but there were others who wrote at length on the experience, as well 
as on the development of the Messianic idea, the importance of the prophets, the writing of the books 
of the Bible, and the worship of God. 
 
5. Some candidates wrote about inspiration rather than about inerrancy of the Bible, which is itself a 
result of biblical inspiration. But correct answers were many. 
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6. A number of prophets’ names were given, including a number of the minor prophets, like Joel, 
Amos and Micah. Some others went completely off the mark, giving names such as Pliny the Younger, 
Josephus Flavius, etc. 
 
7. This was expected to be an easy question, and carried only one mark. 
 
8. Some missed the main point, that God created man in his own image. 
 
9. A few candidates did not even understand what was being asked of them, while others mentioned 
Abel and Cain, or the Tower of Babel. But others gave the correct interpretation of the consequences of 
sin. 
 
10. While having a vague idea of what happened in the Exodus, some could not mention the wonders 
of God that accompanied the event. It seems that certain candidates know about the event only from the 
film rather than from the Bible. But most answers given were correct. 
 
11. The examples that were sometimes given show that a number of candidates have no idea of what a 
parable is. 
 
12. Miracles ‘above nature’ seemed to be a completely new notion to some candidates. Otherwise 
there was little difficulty to mention other miracles. 
 
13. There were many good answers. But one may also note the following: 
Infallibility:  for some, it means ‘will not fail’ (will no go bankrupt). 
Collegiality: strange answer – a school/residence for bishops – when in Rome. 
Holy Orders: some confused this with bringing about some order before marriage. Others went for the 
church ‘organ’ – sacred because it is in church. 
Ecumenical Movement: mixed up with ‘economical’. 
Christian celibacy: for some, it is about the festal season, for others an (encyclical) letter to the faithful 
– or even the tabernacle. 
 
14. Most candidates knew the answer, but a few missed the importance of ‘contrition’ or sorrow for 
sin. Others did not know what ‘Reconciliation’ meant (like saying ‘we should approach the sacrament 
without sin’). 
 
15. Many spoke of Our Lady’s privileges/dogmas – not of her complete surrender to God’s will. 
 
16. Many gave the correct idea of the Sacrament of the Sick, others mixed it up with Reconciliation. 
Too few made any mention of physical or emotional healing. 
 
17. Most answers were correct. 
 
18. Many gave vague answers, like ‘for a good reason’. Social teaching still seems to be ‘irrelevant’ to 
some of the candidates, and have little idea of the moral duties of a trade union. Others gave the right 
answers. 
 
19. Many answered very well. Some simply did not read the question correctly, e.g., writing down 
‘The Our Father and a Hail Mary’. In one case the Maltese ‘għanijiet’ was clearly read ‘għanjiet’. 
 
20. There were many good answers. It has been noticed that those who answered correctly in English 
were quite precise in their answers (giving unity, indissolubility and fidelity), while those who 
answered in Maltese tended to be more verbose. There were a few, however, who simply gave just 
guesses: the Easter Candle, dressing in white, having a great meal, etc.  
 
21. Only a few could quote Jesus words, “What God has joined together let no one put asunder.” Some 
could not make up the difference between divorce and a null marriage. 
 
22. Many answered correctly. 
 
23. Most answers were correct. 
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24. Though most gave the correct answer, there were the usual random quotes from the Ten 
Commandments. 
 
25. Many gave religious scopes, which are not the only ways to work for a better world. But there 
were also a number of good answers. 
 
26. Many answered correctly and wrote in detail. Some others were simply lost when they came to 
details. Some missed the real reason why Jesus first forgave the man his sins before healing his body. 
 
27. Some left the question unanswered. Most others answered correctly illustrating their answer with 
good examples. Others simply gave examples as an answer. 
 
28. Most found this easy. There were the few who simply did not know what the Fifth Commandment 
is about. 
 
29. This is a classical example where some candidates show their lack of basic knowledge, with 
answers as: ‘God divided in three’, ‘three Gods in one God’, Our Lady’s Assumption, Mary 
Immaculate, the Transfiguration on Mt Tabor, ‘the Pope’, or ‘eternity in heaven’. But most others gave 
the correct answer. 
 
30. Most answers were correct, but too few gave a mention of the Gifts of the Spirit. For some 
Confirmation simply makes one ‘a soldier of Christ’, whatever that means. 
 
31. There were the usual candidates who thought about eternal life as ‘re-incarnation’. But many 
others were correct, some even mentioning the ‘beatific vision’. 
 
32.  Mostly gave correct answers. But others simply made no mention of the Church. 
 
33. Mostly correct. But others said God revealed his name Yahweh ‘to Jesus’, to the devil, to 
Abraham, etc. 
 
34. Too many seemed never to have heard this quotation from Genesis before. 
 
PAPER IIA  
 
1. This question brings out Jesus Christ as the central figure of the Christian religion. Candidates 
were expected to give reasons why Jesus is the ideal person, embodying the fullness of human 
qualities. It was meant to get candidates thinking, not just reproducing what was written in their 
textbooks. (a) Asked to give four human qualities for self development and fulfilment, some candidates 
seemed to be taken by surprise. (b) Asked to show these same qualities in Jesus Christ, many could 
easily point out to his mercy, his love towards all, his courage, his humility, his character, his 
humanity, etc. (c) Writing about the decision to accept Jesus in one’s life was found mostly easy, but 
one would expect any intelligent candidate to read the whole question before attempting the first part – 
even the whole paper before attempting the first question. This would make the link between the parts 
of a question more evident, and the answers more coherent. 
 
2. The second question concentrated on the involvement of the laity in the Church, seen as a 
communion of believers, ‘the body of Christ’ himself (in St Paul). (a) Candidates were asked to explain 
four charismas of the Christian laity in the Church today, and most answers given were correct. 
Voluntary work with the orphans, with drug addicts, or the elderly, journalism, catechism, mission 
work, were correctly given as some ways of witnessing to Jesus and his gospel. Some even mentioned 
celibacy as witness to Jesus in the Church. But others still stayed on the fringe, restricting their 
preferences to the local church/parish, like cleaning and decorating, acting as lectors during Mass, 
helping in the distribution of Holy Communion, etc. A few did not even understand the word ‘laity’. 
(b) Writing about ‘communion of members in the Church’, some never mentioned the Holy Father or 
the local Bishop, let alone to Jesus himself as the ‘unseen Head’ and the cause and means of this 
communion. (c) Asked to speak of the causes of disunity in the local parishes, a number of real factors 
of disunity were given: bad media coverage, local conflicts, lack of vocations, aging priests, broken 
families, etc., were mentioned. But when they came to offer remedies, too few plausible/feasible 
solutions were offered.  Many just suggested ‘not ot follow these bad examples.’ 
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3. In the third question candidates were being tested on their knowledge of the social teaching of the 
Church on work. A number of exam scripts showed that the topic was well covered and discussed in 
their religion classes. But this, however, could not always show in the marks awarded. (a) Candidates 
were asked to give three aims of work for a Christian worker. Apart from those who misunderstood the 
word ‘aims’, good reasons given were earning a living, developing of self, development of society (and 
God’s creation), fulfilment of God’s plan for mankind. etc. (b) Then they were asked to link rights to 
duties. Many succeeded sometimes even distinguishing between the duties of the social partners: 
governments, employers, trade unions and the workers themselves, even referring to papal documents 
with a certain precision. But others lost marks for failing to make the link between rights and duties, 
which they were asked to do, or failing to explain the lists they compiled. (c) Solidarity to many meant 
solidarity with the needy, both locally and worldwide, but then failed to mention solidarity at the place 
of work. Then there were the few who read solitary and wrote about being alone with God. 
 
4. Most candidates fared well in this question, which was also the most preferred question. (a) To 
show Jesus’ respect for human life, many quoted the woman taken in adultery whose life Jesus saved 
from the dictates of the written law. Others mentioned the parable of the Good Samaritan, the healing 
on the Sabbath, and the raising of Lazarus. But some others made no reference at all to the Gospel. 
Jesus’ teaching on the value of human life is very often absent in the candidates answers. (b) To 
describe why the Church cannot condone abortion, some augmented that no disability or the fact of 
being conceived in an unplanned pregnancy can lessen the dignity of a human being. (c) Candidates 
endorsed the fact that God is the Lord of life, and a person is bound to take care of his life and his 
health, and therefore no use of drugs or other habit that endangers human life may be allowed. 
 
5. Many candidates were not prepared for this question and could not, therefore, give the Catholic 
belief about the Eucharist, despite this being a basic belief of our faith. The Eucharist is the highest 
form of worship, as Jesus is offering himself to the Father in its celebration. Candidates were apt to 
concentrate on the communal aspect of the Eucharistic celebration, as part of Sunday obligation, which 
is also a valid aspect, but they very often stopped there. (b) Christ’s command to do this “as a memory 
of me” to some candidates was only symbolic and not real. (c) In the section on the Liturgy of the 
Word, most candidates fared better, but very often missing liturgical/religious jargon, like referring to 
the consecration of the bread and wine as the ‘blessing of bread and wine’. 
 
PAPER IIB  
 
1. Candidates were asked about the humanity and divinity of Christ. In (a) and (b) many referred to 
an episode from the gospel only with a word or two, making it sometimes difficult to know which 
episode they are referring to. Many answers, even in other sections, were too short to be rewarded any 
good marks by the examiners. Candidates are expected to explain themselves clearly and should not 
sacrifice space to give fuller answers. In section (c) more depth was expected than that given in most 
answers. 
 
2. Candidates are usually quite able to give a description of a biblical event. So they did in (a) with 
Pentecost. But they often stop short when they come to the application of the event, as asked of them in 
the second part of the question. They failed to bring out the importance of the event for the founding of 
the Church. A few even mixed up Pentecost with the Transfiguration, or with the Ascension of Christ. 
(b) Some gave good answers to the message of the parable of the mustard seed and (c) easily gave 
three activities in which youth could involve themselves in the Christian community. One could bring 
up better examples than fund-raising, church cleaning and street decorating, these being not so relevant 
to modern youth. While the tendency in this age group is to emphasise the praxis to the detriment of 
basic knowledge of the doctrine/Church teaching involved, teachers should keep this in mind to make 
up for this deficiency. 
 
3. Many failed to show that they know what the third chapter of Genesis referred to in the question is 
about. They failed to link suffering to the First Fall/original sin, which they were asked to do. 
Otherwise, many wrote correctly about the rights and duties of the worker, as well as on the importance 
of choosing the right job for oneself – sometimes however without saying why. But some candidates 
failed to distinguish between workers’ rights and human rights. In section (c) – choice of job or career 
– the Christian element in the choice is very often left out. 
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4. It was expected to give biblical references that show God is the Lord of life. Candidates could 
write sufficiently on abortion calling it murder of the innocent. This question was the most popular one, 
but candidates were often too brief to gain enough marks for their effort. 
 
5. The Last Supper was a second event candidates were asked to describe – something they usually 
do quite easily. But the most relevant expressions “This is my Body – This is my Blood – Do this in 
memory of Me,” were sometimes completely left out. When asked in (b) to write about the penitential 
rite, quite a number referred to the sacrament of Reconciliation as the penitential rite before Mass. Too 
few made any mention of the Responsorial Psalm and to the Second Reading as part of the ‘Readings 
from the Word of God’ in Holy Mass. To (c) many lacked the ability to give and explain as requested 
any valid reasons for participation in the Eucharist. 
 
CONCLUDING REMARKS 
 
1. The Papers set for this session were quite reasonable, but once again showed that a number of 
candidates sit for the exam quite unprepared. Others do not read the questions well before they start the 
exam. 
 
2. Answers given should not be vague but clear and concise, but not too concise. Half a line could not 
in any way be called a paragraph. A lot of marks are being lost in this way. Expressions like, Whenever 
Christ sinned he went to confession, speak volumes about the candidate’s religious ignorance, and 
consciously or unconsciously are punished by the examiners. 
 
3. Candidates should be guided in selecting the options: there are obvious cases where candidates who 
opted for ‘A’ should have opted for ‘B’, and vice-versa. 
 
 
The Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2006 


