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SEC SOCIAL STUDIES 
May 2006 Session 

Examiner’s Report 
 
1.0 Statistical Data 
 
1.1 A total number of 2322 candidates registered to sit for the examination indicating an increase of 142 

candidates over last year. Moreover there were 146 more applicants for Option A than last year, whilst 
almost the same number of candidates as last year applied for Option B. There were 3.2% absent. 

 
Table 1: Distribution of grades for SEC Social Studies – May 2006 session 

Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Abs Total 
I+IIA 19 64 195 274 197 − − 172 8 929 
I+IIB − − − 347 249 178 159 395 65 1393 
Total 19 64 195 621 446 178 159 567 73 2322 

% of Total 0.8 2.8 8.4 26.7 19.2 7.7 6.8 24.4 3.2 100.0 
 
1.2 Among candidates taking Option A, in Section A of Paper I (questions 1-8) question number 5 (on 
cultural diversity) was the most popular. Question number 5 (on the socialisation process) has the highest 
average (6.77) while question number 7 (on values held by young people) has the lowest average (4.61). 
Question number 6 (on the socialisation process) was the least popular question. In Section B (questions 9-
16), question number 9 (on concepts - racism, under-development, inequality) was the most popular and 
has the highest average (6.75) while question number 11 (on global development) has the lowest average 
(4.36). The least popular question in Paper I was question number 13 (on how young people can contribute 
to justice issues). It may also be noted that the general average is 0.15 higher than that of last year though 
the highest average for last year for one question was higher (6.86) than this year's and this year's lowest 
average was lower than last year's (4.64).   
 
Table 2: Paper 1 - Option A (929 candidates) 

 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14 Q15 Q16 
No. of students 721 666 647 700 730 264 492 370 813 743 525 690 157 237 653 776 
Total Marks 4817 3943 3448 3472 4942 1573 2268 1931 5488 4792 2289 3892 892 1500 3559 4602 

Average Mark 6.68 5.92 5.33 4.96 6.77 5.96 4.61 5.22 6.75 6.45 4.36 5.64 5.68 6.33 5.45 5.93 
 
Table 3: Paper 1 - Option B (1393 candidates) 

 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14 Q15 Q16 
No. of students 995 1013 1009 1003 830 299 761 644 1140 1060 807 1022 263 257 919 1099 
Total Marks 5905 5088 4906 5308 4470 1299 3372 2456 7612 5595 2709 4754 976 1312 3891 6049 

Average Mark 5.93 5.02 4.86 5.29 5.39 4.34 4.43 3.81 6.68 5.28 3.36 4.65 3.71 5.11 4.23 5.50 
 
1.3 In the case of candidates taking Option B, in Paper I Section A (questions 1-8) question number 2 (on 
industrialisation) was the most popular but question number 1 (on concepts - mono-culture, norms, 
ethnicity) has the highest average (5.93). The least popular question was question number 6 while question 
number 8 (on events and tensions caused by sub-cultures) has the lowest average (3.81). In Section B 
(questions 9-16), question number 9 also has the highest average (6.68) while also being the most popular. 
The least popular was also question number 14 and likewise the one with the lowest average (3.36) was 
question number 11. Comparing averages with last year's, it may also be noted that the general average is 
0.27 higher than last year's but the highest average for last year for one question was higher (6.71) than this 
year's but this year's lowest average was higher than last year's (2.39).    
 
1.4 In Paper IIA each question carries a maximum of 25 marks. The averages here were all above 10 with 
question number 6 (on the sustainability of social services) having the highest average (12.02) while 
question number 1 (on social changes) has the lowest average (10.47). The most popular question was 
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number 2 (about deviant behaviour) while question number 1 was also the least popular. But it may be 
noted that this year's general average (11.29) was lower than last year's (12.36). 
 
1.5 In Paper IIB, candidates seem to have found questions number 3, 4 and 7 rather difficult since each has 
an average mark below 10. The most popular was question number 8 (on irregular immigration) which also 
has the highest average (14.07) while the least popular was number 7 (on fair trade systems and less 
developed countries). The question with the lowest average is question number 3 (on industrial relations 
and the social partners) with an average of 6.71. Here also the general average (10.86) is lower than that of 
last year's (11.50).  
 
Table 4: Paper 2A - Average mark per question 

 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 
No. of students 124 795 505 414 702 215 413 505 
Total Marks 1298 9012 5809 4754 7918 2585 4615 5594 

Average Mark 10.47 11.33 11.50 11.48 11.28 12.02 11.17 11.07 
 
Table 5: Paper 2B - Average mark per question 

 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 
No. of students 696 611 682 539 804 492 205 1100 
Total Marks 8410 6426 4576 4141 10704 6402 1945 15484 

Average Mark 12.08 10.52 6.71 7.68 13.31 13.01 9.48 14.07 
 
1.6 There was a 1% increase of candidates who opted to answer in English though the number of 
candidates opting to do so remains low. There were a few candidates who answered in English in one paper 
and in Maltese in another.  Markers noted that there has been some improvement in presentation in the case 
of candidates who answered in English. 
 
Table 6: Percentage of candidates answering in English 
 

Candidates opting to answer in English 
 
Option A (929 candidates) 
 
Paper IA:   206 candidates - 22.17% 
Paper IIA:  187 candidates - 20.13% 
 
Option B (1393 candidates) 
 
Paper IB:   122 candidates -     8.76% 
Paper II B: 145 candidates -   10.41% 
 
All candidates (2322 candidates)  
 
Paper IA and Paper IB -    328 candidates - 14.12% 
Paper IIA and Paper IIB - 332 candidates - 14.29% 
 
 
2.0 Paper I 
 
2.1 General Comments 
 
2.1.1 The markers' view is that generally candidates need further preparation to enable them adequately 
appreciate social issues, to formulate a critical awareness of social-political-economic issues, and to be able 
to introduce a sociological perspective in their answers. 
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2.1.2 Many candidates persist in producing stereotyped or superficial answers without even attempting to 
comprehend fully the texts provided and without seeking to apply reflective and interpretative skills. 
Candidates still need to deepen their studies to be able to make an initial evaluation and to analyse 
problems. 
 
2.1.3 Markers continue to lament the fact that there are still candidates who lack theoretical knowledge of a 
sound basis of sociological approach and an understanding of sociological concepts. Consequently a good 
number of candidates is failing to go beyond popular knowledge and interpretation when it comes to the 
knowledge, understanding and interpretation of various issues. 
 
2.2 Specific Comments on Paper I 
 
Question 1: A straightforward question regarding concepts. Many candidates answered this question fairly 
well but there is quite a few who failed to give an adequate explanation of 'mono-cultural' while others 
mixed up 'ethnicity' with 'ethnic' or referred to politics. 
 
Question 2: Many candidates found it difficult to answer this question. They failed to indicate that the 
change in the system of production changed the world of work and that this had an effect on all other 
institutions. Only a few referred to economic, social and political changes. 
 
Question 3: Many candidates failed to understand this question and mixed it up with the preceding one. 
They failed to explain why industrial societies have become multi-cultural. 
 
Question 4: Candidates emphasized the need of values as binding members of society. Yet they seemed 
unable to explain that society needs some level of consensus. Many were unable to give examples of values 
though there were some who mentioned love of country, honesty and the family. 
 
Question 5: Though candidates who chose to answer this question seem to be familiar with the concept of 
socialisation, many gave stereotyped answers in which they distinguished between primary and secondary 
socialisation but failed to indicate examples of agencies of socialisation.  
 
Question 6: This proved to be one of the most difficult and least answered questions. Candidates found it 
difficult to define terms particularly 'co-existence'. Many could not understand how people of different 
cultures can integrate with others in society.  
 
Question 7: Many candidates found this question difficult to answer. Many referred to leisure activities and 
youths' imitation of pop stars as the basis of forming a sub-culture. A substantial number of candidates are 
aware of inconsistent behaviour of young people and hence referred to it as a sub-culture. 
 
Question 8: Candidates who answered this question were very much influenced by the recent riots and civil 
unrest that has occurred in France as reported by world media. Most candidates linked such events to lack 
of tolerance, religious fanaticism and deviant behaviour. Moreover, many answers showed poor 
understanding of cause and effect and  were superficial. 
 
Question 9: This was the most popular question with candidates, yet candidates could not define the terms 
clearly. Many referred to 'ethnicity' when explaining the term 'racism'; others simply failed to explain 
'underdevelopment'. 'Inequality' was generally explained in terms of unfair distribution of wealth among 
countries or in terms of gender inequality. 
 
Question 10: This was a very popular question indicating that quite a number of candidates are aware of 
some of the characteristics of developed countries: they identified industrialisation, technological 
advancement and education as being the most distinguishing factors. Others also emphasized low infant 
mortality and advanced old age in developed countries as other determinants.  
 



SEC EXAMINERS’ REPORT - MAY 2006 

  5 

Question 11: Though many candidates attempted to answer this question, the question proved to be rather 
difficult. Many candidates referred to globalization and the use of mass media but failed to explain what is 
meant by 'global development'. Only a few candidates referred to the influence of supra-national 
organisations such as the World Bank or the European Union. 
 
Question 12: Rather than seeking to answer the question to explain how television influences young 
people's views, most candidates wrote on what they think of television. Most candidates also wrote on the 
influence that films and fashion shows presented on television exert on young people. 
 
Question 13: This proved to be the least popular question with many candidates limiting their answers to 
school or community activities in which they are involved.  
 
Question 14: Answers to this question were often similar to those given for the preceding question. 
However, there were candidates who indicated that they have a good understanding of active citizenship. 
 
Question 15: Some candidates equaled education with advancement in life. They seem to have not yet 
grasped the notion of the role of education in bringing about global change. However, there are candidates 
who are aware of the issues of poverty and war. 
 
Question 16: This was the second most popular question. Most candidates provided good answers and 
emphasized active participation in helping people in poor countries. 
 
3.0  Paper IIA 
 
3.1 General Comments 
 
3.1.1 As pointed out in the Social Studies Syllabus, the purpose of Paper 2A in Social Studies is to provide 
an opportunity for candidates to deal in depth with a number of areas. The questions in Paper 2A laid a 
greater emphasis on comparison than those of Paper 2B. Moreover, in this Paper the students' level of 
analysis and conceptualization was put more to the test. Many of the questions were of the argumentative 
type. It is quite evident that a good number of candidates were not able to answer this type of question. 
Candidates have to learn how to argue, bringing forward solid ideas in favour or against the statement that 
is presented in the question. 
  
3.1.2 The number of candidates who tried to adopt the dialectic approach in their answers was very small. 
The majority of the candidates exposed only one side of the argument without attempting to show the 
alternative view. 
 
3.1.3 As in past years, it seemed that most candidates sat for the examination believing that they could 
answer the questions on the basis of their personal insight - what can be termed as the "Common Sense 
Syndrome". There were of course candidates who were well prepared. But these were very few. Others 
although manifesting that they had read the relevant text, however did not seem prepared to tackle what 
was being asked from them and often replied giving a rather pre-rehearsed answer. 
 
3.2 Specific Comments on Paper IIA 
 
Question 1: This was the least popular question: very few correct examples of social change were given. 
Fewer still listed the effect of such change in values. All this shows that the majority of the candidates were 
not really familiar with the ways that societal values have changed in recent years. 
 
Question 2: The majority of the candidates answered this question, and many did succeed to point out the 
manner in which deviant behaviour is an act which does not conform to norms, values, rules and laws of 
society. They were also conversant with how sanctions are more of a reward or punishment although many 
spoke of good and bad sanctions instead of positive and negative sanctions. However, only a small number 
of candidates discussed correctly the statement quoted in the question. 
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Question 3: Although the majority of candidates who answered this question succeeded in defining the 
term 'democratic' correctly, they failed to tackle the term 'republic' in the right manner, namely as a state 
whose head is a President elected either directly by the people or by parliament. Moreover, very few 
succeeded in discussing correctly why the fundamental rights and freedoms of the individual are the basis 
of democracy.  
 
Question 4: This question was disappointingly answered by the greater part of those who attempted to 
answer it. Most candidates failed to highlight how, in economic terms, the 'manufacturing sector' is the 
second sector of the economy and distinguish it from the primary and the tertiary sectors. Few gave good 
examples of industries in this sector where the raw material is processed. Fewer still gave good examples of 
why this sector is declining.  
 
Question 5: The majority of the candidates who attempted this question did not succeed in clearly 
discussing the statement given namely why equality between genders is necessary for any society. When 
asked to give examples of measures to ensure this equality, the majority highlighted the right to vote and to 
be engaged in the labour market. The 1993 "Sħab Indaqs fiż-zwieġ" was hardly given as an 
example. Few were those who mentioned the education sector. 
 
Question 6:  Unexpectedly this question regarding the sustainability of the social services was the second 
least popular question. Correct examples of social services were given although these were mainly focused 
on children's allowance and pensions. Many also succeeded in tackling correctly the question of the main 
difficulty for sustainability. However, the majority were not successful in discussing the measures being 
taken to met these difficulties. 
 
Question 7: It was disappointing that the majority of candidates who attempted this question only restricted 
their answer to the economic issues and this only by emphasizing acts of charity and removal of the debts 
being incurred by the developing countries. Hardly any emphasis was made on the concepts of 'self help' 
and justice. Very few did succeed in answering how governments and international organizations can meet 
the Millennium Development Goals of reducing infant mortality and achieve universal primary education 
by 2015. 
 
Question 8: Although this was the fourth most popular question, the majority failed to distinguish between 
the two sides of migration, namely emigration and immigration. As a result most answers were focused on 
illegal migration. Similarly the majority of the answers were limited only to the Maltese situation. 
 
4.0  Paper IIB 
 
4.1 General Comments 
 
4.1.1 Although a significant number of candidates demonstrated a fair knowledge of the subject content, a 
stronger input of sociological concepts is still required. Candidates showed lack of knowledge of Social 
Studies terms. They made no clear distinction between writing a language essay and explaining a social 
issue.  
 
4.1.2 Questions were answered without reference to social scientific insights. Again, the general impression 
given is that Social Studies is still being approached from a common sense point of view only, and that 
whatever people gather from the media can be counted as Social Studies material. 
 
4.1.3 It is felt necessary to emphasize the fact that candidates need to be fully aware of the contents of the 
Social Studies Syllabus and especially the rubrics of the Examination. There were cases where, for some 
reason or other, candidates ignored examination rubrics completely. 
 
4.2 Specific Comments on Paper IIB 
 
Question 1: Although most students had an idea of what sanctions are, some confused them with norms or 
rules. Furthermore, their concept of sanctions was more in terms of official/formal sanctions such as prison 
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sentences and trophies. Although many mentioned the difference between formal and informal sanctions, 
rarely were examples such as gossip or social exclusion mentioned. Most examples were limited to 
clapping, medals and prison sentences. In part (c) where candidates could be awarded 20 marks, most 
compositions were of an average level with many emphasizing the importance of sanctions for maintaining 
order and avoiding chaos. Very few candidates went deeper than this. 
 
Question 2: Many candidates found it difficult to identify specific phases such as childhood, adolescence 
and adulthood referring to them indirectly instead, e.g. 'when we are still young" or "when we start going to 
school". As happens every time the concept of socialisation features in the examination paper, most 
candidates showed a lack of sociological knowledge of the term. For the majority of candidates 
socialisation means socialising in the street, with family members, in shops and during leisure. Very few 
linked socialisation with the transmission of norms and values and those who did restricted their discussion 
to just that. 
 
Question 3: Many candidates did not obtain any marks for their answers as they had no idea who the social 
partners are. There were those who thought they were the three political parties, others suggested the three 
sectors of the economy while others suggested that these referred to members of the family. There were 
some candidates who had a relatively good idea about who the social partners are and about their role in 
society although quite a large number of candidates focused on the role of workers rather than of their 
representatives. 
 
Question 4: This was another question where many candidates did poorly. A small number of candidates 
demonstrated a sound knowledge of how the democratic system of government works but the majority gave 
very restricted answers or else went completely out of point.    
 
Question 5: This question was very popular with candidates. Though there were candidates who obtained 
good marks, there were certain candidates who restricted their discussion in part (c) to physical 
consequences such as easy access, an easier life, ability to travel and so on. They discussed social 
consequences to a lesser extent although there were those who did this too. A notable omission in the 
majority of answers was that most candidates focused only on positive consequences while rarely 
commenting on the fact that, despite the progress made, people with disabilities still do not have access to 
various places, including places of work (despite the laws). In practice many persons with disability are still 
disadvantaged and there is still much which needs to be done.  
 
Question 6: This question focused on social solidarity. Most candidates answered parts (a) and (b) 
satisfactorily although some candidates confused agencies with state services or welfare such as Mount 
Carmel Hospital or even with profit making organisations such as Dar Arkati. In part (c), many candidates 
found it difficult to link the work of these agencies with social solidarity. Many focused only on their work 
and the benefits which people who need help are taking from these organisations. Certain candidates, 
however, did manage to link them well, bringing in the issue of voluntary work, greater social awareness 
and input including donations. 
 
Question 7: Few candidates tackled this question successfully. The concept of fair trade is still unfamiliar 
to many candidates who tend to link it with international aid or with fair pricing systems. Very few 
candidates had a fairly good idea of what fair trade is although many restricted the discussion to examples 
such as coffee production in Brazil. Candidates seemed to be more conversant with other related issues 
such as international aid, the debt situation and the exploitation or multinational corporations. 
 
Question 8: The majority of candidates chose to answer this question. Many showed an understanding of 
the term "irregular immigrants" although for some this meant coming to Malta in large numbers at irregular 
intervals or not knowing where they are going to. Some candidates are not very familiar with the term and 
are more used to "klandestini". Many candidates localized the problem referring to immigrants as "coming 
from Africa and Arab countries" and "coming by boat". Very rarely was the issue discussed on a more 
global level including socio-political implications such as culture encounters, threats to local cultures and 
religious traditions because of multi-culturalism, the language issue, the rise of xenophobia and racism, 
demographic and economic issues, and the political negotiations involved in repatriation. Part (b) was 
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answered well by most candidates. In part (c), it is perhaps regrettable to note that many candidates relied 
on popular gossip, common sense knowledge and irrational racist fears or suspicions rather than well-
founded facts. This is not to deny that there were candidates who brought forward some good points and 
that evidence of good knowledge of facts of social conscience was also shown, even if in sporadic cases.     
 
5.0 Recommendations 
 
5.1. It has been noted that a considerable number of candidates habitually fail to address the particular 
question adequately. Many often beat about the bush to give the vaguest of answers. Moreover the general 
response trend is strong on memorisation of key facts and weak on comparison and analytical skills, and a 
stronger input of sociological concepts is still required. Though this is particularly true for candidates 
opting for Paper 2B, this lack of depth and insight is more worrying in the case of candidates opting for 
Paper 2A. Consequently prospective candidates should be made aware of the contents of the Syllabus and 
to be given ample opportunity to read critical articles, to learn to distinguish between fact and 
hearsay/fiction, to learn to evaluate and interpret data and statistical tables, to learn sociological terms and 
apply a sociological perspective, to participate intelligently in debates and discussions, and to practise 
writing argumentative and analytical essays. 
 
5.2 Social Studies lessons need to focus more on constructive and enquiry-based methodology in the 
teaching and learning of Social Studies. This implies greater emphasis on skills such as those of critical 
evaluation of social facts, discussion of social issues, identifying relationships and connections between 
events, and making concrete suggestions towards problem solving. Political literacy understood as 
developing a sense of commitment and service to society is an area in Maltese education that needs to be 
taken more seriously by classroom practitioners. This can prepare young people in Malta overcome partisan 
prejudices and have the right attitudes to Politics as a service to the community. Moving from a mere 
common sense descriptive approach to a more analytical frame of mind when teaching and learning such 
subjects as Social Studies will prove beneficial not only when answering examination questions but, more 
importantly, for the life of individuals and society. 
 
5.3 Teachers are encouraged to continue to support students in their linguistic competence in both English 
and Maltese. Candidates need to learn how to express themselves fluently, logically and concretely thus 
ensuring that they would be able to produce good essays. 
 
 
The Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2006 

 


