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SEC Textiles and Design 
May 2006 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 

Part 1:  Statistical Information 
 
Table 1 below shows the distribution of grades for the May 2006 session of the examination. 
 
Table 1:  Distribution of grades. 
 

Grade   1     2    3    4    5    6    7    U   Abs   Total 

Paper A 1 9 4 3 2 - - 1 1 21 

Paper B - - - 2 4 1 2 0 4 13 

Total 1 9 4 5 6 1 2 1 5 34 

% of Total 2.94 26.47 11.77 14.71 17.65 2.94 5.88 2.94 14.71 100 

 
 
The total number of candidates sitting for this examination was 34.  It would be encouraging to 
have more candidates sitting for this examination.  Teachers should encourage their students to 
take the challenge and take advantage of the differentiated Paper II system.  Most candidates 
have a good level of recalling, understanding, problem-solving, analyzing and evaluating 
information.  Most candidates also have an inclination of creativity.  Some candidates have 
difficulty in understanding and applying knowledge to the right context.  One candidate seems to 
have applied for Paper IIA inappropriately.  Two candidates could have opted for Paper IIA.  For 
this examination session, there were five candidates who were absent. 
 
  
Part 2:   Comments on the candidates’ answers 
 
2.1  General comments 
 
The examination consisted of two parts: 

• Part 1: Written papers consisting of Paper I (Garment making) and Paper IIA/ Paper IIB 
(Content of the syllabus). 

• Part 2: Coursework consisting of prepared practical work (one simple garment and an 
item from the chosen option), investigation, portfolio and a practical assignment 

 
It should be noted that the written papers’ minimum mark required was 45% of 60%, that is 27, 
as Paper I and Paper IIA/Paper IIB each carry 30% of the total mark of the examination.  The 
coursework minimum mark required was 45% that is 18. 
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Some candidates did not qualify for grades 5 and 6 as they did not obtain the minimum mark 
required in either coursework or written papers or both.  This fact highlights the importance of 
students to note this qualifying detail.   
 
2.2  General Comments on the candidates’ answers in Paper I, IIA and IIB 
 
This year’s scripts revealed that some candidates have good English expression and syntax.  
Others need to improve on using the right terms and write in sentence form rather than phrases 
which could lead to misunderstandings and misinterpretations.  Candidates need to write as 
explicit as possible by writing in detail and use simple language to describe processes.  They 
should avoid writing in the third person which sometimes, if overused could make the answer 
difficult to understand.  They also need more fluency as in describing methods or sequences of 
tasks.  Few candidates resorted to writing words in Maltese.  Candidates should not write 
answers in Maltese.   Candidates should be discouraged from using correcting fluid as some 
forget to fill-in the blanks. 
 
Candidates performed at a lower level than expected in the ‘Fibres and Fabrics’ parts such as 
blending and fibre characteristics.  On a positive note, the scripts reflected that candidates were 
well informed about the topics in the syllabus.  Candidates need to be trained to highlight key 
words and take note of the sections a question has.  For instance sometimes candidates left the 
second part of a question out.  These examination techniques could help them to keep focused.  
Unfortunately some answers were out of point.  Getting used to the terminology used in Textiles 
and Design is a key factor for candidates to understand questions and eventually answer them 
correctly.  Candidates need to know the difference between words such as name, list, identify, 
explain, describe, compare, give, state and comment.  Moreover, candidates need to be confident 
in sketching proportionate patterns and design items with the basic sewing features such as seam 
lines, openings and other special design features. 
 
2.3  Candidates’ answers in Paper I 
 
Candidates were required to answer all six questions.  Most candidates attempted all questions. 
 
Question 1: This question was about trousers – measurements, fabric amount, pattern 

pieces, pattern markings, cutting of pattern pieces, fabrics, matching 
garments, lengthening of patterns, enlarging pattern pieces, methods of 
disposing of fullness and pockets. 

Qs 1ai and ii: These questions were answered correctly by most candidates. 
Q 1aiii: Many candidates fared well but if drawings are done in pencil, mistakes could be 

easily erased and therefore the final drawing would be neater. 
Q 1aiv: Most candidates answered this question correctly and diagrams were drawn 

clearly. 
Q 1av: Most drawings of pattern pieces were out of proportion.  Some candidates showed 

good understanding of space and area dimensions.  Others did not make efficient 
use of the space provided. 

Q 1avi: Many candidates misinterpreted the symbol.  Some candidates gave a correct 
detailed answer. 
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Q 1avii: This question was answered correctly by most candidates. 
Q 1aviii: Some designs were creative and were designed in a detailed and proportionate 

way.  Other designs were out of proportion and lacked basic pattern features e.g. 
armhole was too narrow or sleeves were too narrow when compared to the bodice, 
shoulders were either too droopy or one much longer than the other. 

Q 1aix: Most students gave a detailed explanation how to increase the length of the 
trousers.  The majority of the diagrams were clear, proportionate and detailed with 
shading and labelling.  Unfortunately few candidates explained how to shorten a 
pair of trousers.   

Q 1ax: Most candidates showed a good understanding of how to enlarge pattern pieces.  
Few candidates referred to a pattern as a finished garment.   
A pattern should refer to the paper pattern.  Some candidates forgot that the 5cm 
width had to be divided by four, equivalent to the four pattern pieces in a pair of 
trousers. 

Qs 1bi and ii: Most candidates understood and answered these questions correctly. 
Q 1biii: Most candidates understood that the question was about how to sew gathers.  

Some candidates lacked detailed knowledge of this skill. 
Q 1biv: A good number of candidates answered this question incorrectly. 
Q 1ci:  The majority of candidates answered this question correctly. 
Q 1cii: Some candidates gave a very detailed account how to cut and prepare patch 

pockets.  Relevant clear diagrams were included as well.  Other candidates 
skipped some steps or described the method briefly.  Few candidates did not 
attempt the question or left diagrams out. 

Q 1ciii: Some candidates did not attempt this question.  Others misunderstood the 
question as they gave ways how to neaten mitred corners.  Few candidates 
answered this question correctly. 

 
Question 2: This question was about seams. 
Qs 2a and 2b: Majority of students answered these questions correctly. 
Q 2c: Detailed answers using the correct terminology were given.  Answers showed that 

most candidates had a clear idea of how the seam should be sewn. 
  
Question 3: This question was about sleeves – names and methods of finishing a seam, 

attachment of a sleeve to a garment and sleeve openings. 
Q 3a: Few candidates knew all the types of sleeves mentioned in this question.  Many 

left out or answered incorrectly part of ai and aii. 
Qs 3b and 3c:  Most candidates answered these questions well. 
Qs 3d and 3e: Only a few candidates answered these questions incorrectly. 
Q 3g: Here the candidates were confused.  Some could not express themselves well in 

simple English and others were too brief in the type of answers given (although 
they knew how to work it out). 

 
Question 4: This question was about zip fasteners – types, choice and sewing.  
Q 4a: Some candidates managed to get both answers correct.  Some even drew the type 

of zip as they were not sure what they are called: open- and closed-ended zip 
fasteners. 
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Q 4b, 4c, 4d: Most candidates answered these questions correctly. 
Q 4e: Most candidates described clearly how to prepare the seam before inserting zip 

fastener.  Few left out an important part that is to leave the length of the zip 
unstitched. 

 
Question 5: This question was about interfacing and interlining. 
Q 5a: Only some candidates answered this part correctly.  Most just mentioned different 

garments: blouse, trousers instead of mentioning three places where an interfacing 
may be used on a garment such as collars and waistbands. 

Q 5b: This question seemed to be rather difficult for the majority of candidates.  Most 
candidates mentioned bias binding as a type of interlining. 

Q 5c:  This question was answered correctly by most candidates. 
Q 5d:  The majority knew how to apply ‘Wundaweb’ and described how to apply it. 
 
Question 6: This question was about bias binding – use and cutting. 
Q 6a:  Good sketches, mostly labelled and of very good standard. 
Q 6b: Most candidates got poor marks for this part of the question.  They failed to 

mention key words such as true-bias and straight grain and describe clearly and in 
simple language how to join the crossway strip. 

 
2.4  Candidates’ answers in Paper IIA 
In this Paper candidates had to answer all questions both in section A and section B. 
 
Question 1: This question was about properties of fabrics for certain uses. 
Q 1:    Most candidates gave good properties for heavy duty gloves. 
 
Question 2: This question was about properties of fibres. 
Qs 2a and 2b: Nearly all candidates gave correct answers to these questions.  Candidates seem to 

have found this question rather easy. 
 
Question 3: This question was about fabric finishes. 
Q 3a: Some candidates found this question difficult especially ai.  Candidates did not 

understand the meaning of ‘texture’. 
Q 3b:  Most candidates answered this question correctly. 
 
Question 4: This question was about weaves – types, use and construction, cutting on bias 

and on true cross. 
Q 4a:  Nearly all candidates answered this question correctly. 
Q 4b: Most candidates answered correctly but some failed to mention the garment and 

wrote a fabric instead. 
Q 4c:  Most candidates answered correctly. 
Q 4d: Some candidates found it difficult to state the difference between cutting ‘on the 

bias’ and ‘on true cross’, although there was a diagram to help them out. 
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Question 5: This question was about matching fabric patterns to appropriate figure types 
and about cutting of patterned fabric. 

Q 5a: Most candidates gave correct answers.  Some failed to name the pattern designs 
correctly. 

Q 5b: Only a few mentioned that extra fabric needs to be bought when buying a 
patterned design fabric to match lines and checks. 

 
Question 6: This question was about the advantages and disadvantages of blending wool 

with nylon. 
Q 6: Some candidates seemed to find it difficult to give advantages and disadvantages 

of blending wool with nylon.  Some wrote separate characteristics of wool and 
nylon and not as ‘blends’. 

 
 
Question 7: This question was about finishes given to woollen yarn. 
Q 7ai:  Most candidates answered this question correctly. 
Q 7aii: Most candidates failed to answer this part of the question well as they did not 

know the meaning of ‘calendering’. 
Q 7b:  Most candidates gave correct answers to this part of the question. 
 
Question 8: This question was about factors related to buying a tie as a present, care 

labels, use of viscose and stain removals. 
Q 8a: Nearly all candidates gave three correct factors one should consider when buying 

a tie as a present. 
Q 8bi: Most candidates answered correctly but failed to notice the two bars under the 

wash tub indicating a gentle cycle (woollen cycle). 
Q 8bii: Most answers were correct.  Some candidates gave no detail of warm or iron on 

medium heat (160°C). 
Qs 8c, 8d, 8e: The majority gave correct answers.  In question 8e, a few candidates gave the 

brand name of the product although this was specified in the question not to 
mention any brand names. 

 
Question 9: This question was about different sewing tools and equipment including the 

ironing board and sewing machine.  Aspects related to safety, choice of 
equipment, regulating the tension of a sewing machine, faults in sewing and 
their prevention and sequence in threading a bobbin were included in the 
question. 

Q 9a:  Most candidates replied correctly in the expected detail. 
Q 9b:  Most answered correctly.  A few candidates answered in brief. 
Q 9c:  All answers were correct and in detail. 
Q 9d: Most answers were correct.  Candidates showed a good understanding of what 

consumers should look for when buying a sewing machine. 
Q 9e: Most candidates seemed to have understood the concept of tension in a sewing 

machine.  A few candidates did not attempt the question. 
Qs 9f and 9g: Most answers were correct while others lacked detail and accuracy or were 

incorrect. 
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Q 9h:  All answers were correct. 
 
Question 10: This question was about evening wear – use, fabric choice, fabric 

construction, accessories, consumer aspects when buying a garment, dry 
cleaning and its care label and the advantages and disadvantages of buying 
ready-made garments. 

Q 10a:  All candidates replied correctly. 
Q 10b: Some candidates answered correctly.  Others mentioned fabrics rather than 

qualities of a fabric. 
Q 10c: Most answers were correct but some of the answers given did not justify their 

choice very well. 
Q 10d: Most answers were correct.  Some candidates ignored the fact that the chosen 

item needed to keep the wearer warm and that it had to complement the elegant 
dress. 

Q 10e: The majority of answers were correct and indicated that candidates have 
reasonable dress sense as regards what to match with an elegant dress. 

Q 10f: A good number of candidates gave correct answers.  Some answers were a bit out 
of context and misleading. 

Q 10g: While most answers were correct, a few lacked good explanation in simple 
language. 

Q 10h: Most candidates managed to give a good well-explained answer, but others did 
not express themselves well. 

Q 10i:  Some answers were correct while others were not. 
Q 10j: Few candidates answered the question for home-made outfits rather than for 

ready-made outfits.  Some lacked fluency and detail in the explanation. 
Q 10k: Most candidates replied correctly but some did not give a good disadvantage for 

planning one’s shopping. 
Q 10l: A few candidates did not attempt the question.  Some candidates answered 

correctly while others did not understand the term ‘impulse buying’. 
Q 10m: Most answers were correct.  Some candidates did not express their comment 

clearly.  Others gave information that could be related to personal experiences.  
This should be encouraged as it will contextualise learning. 

 
Question 11: This question was about real and imitation leather handbags, fabric 

construction, carrying out a burning test and essential safety procedures to 
be taken, nylon as a man-made fibre and its properties, use of elastomeric 
fibres and cleaning of imitation  leather items.  

Q 11a:  Few answers were incorrect. 
Q 11b: Most candidates got the answer incorrect.  Few candidates referred to the 

processes of bonding and trubenizing.  Candidates need to understand that when 
the question word is ‘name’, no definitions need to be given.  A few candidates 
did not attempt this question. 

Q 11c:  Most answers were correct and well explained. 
Q 11d: Most candidates gave a detailed account of how to carry out the burning test.  

Some forgot to mention certain safety procedures such as filling the tray with 
water and opening a window for good ventilation. 
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Q 11e: Many candidates gave good suggestions such as wearing safety glasses, tying up 
hair and remove unnecessary items from the experiment area. 

Q 11f: While some answers were correct, others were out of context.  For instance 
candidates referred to a situation when knitting is used for clothes rather than 
keeping to the situation of knitted fabric used for a hand bag. 

Q 11g:  The majority of answers were correct. 
Q 11h: Most candidates gave good properties.  Few did not attempt the question and few 

others moved away from the context of relating the properties to the use of nylon 
for a handbag. 

Q 11i:  While many candidates replied correctly, some did not give realistic reasons. 
Q 11j:  Most comments were good and reasonable. 
Q 11k: Only one candidate mentioned Lycra as an elastomeric fibre.  Many candidates 

gave a different name or were out of context.  Candidates did not make the 
connection that it was related to something elastic, a word deriving from 
‘elastomeric’. 

Q 11l:  Those candidates who attempted the question, mostly got the answer right. 
Q 11m: Most answers were good.  Many candidates ignored the fact that the question 

carried two marks so only two points were expected to be written. 
 
2.5  Candidates’ answers in Paper IIB.  
In this Paper candidates had to answer all questions both in section A and section B. 
 
Question 1: This question was about properties of fabrics for certain uses. 
Q 1: Most candidates answered correctly by giving good qualities for a fabric suitable 

for aprons. 
 
Question 2: This question was about properties of fibres. 
Q 2:  Most candidates answered well. 
 
Question 3: This question was about fabric finishes. 
Q 3: This was an easy question as candidates had to choose between two answers.  

Answers were mostly good. 
 
Question 4: This question was about weaves – types, use and construction, cutting on bias 

and on true cross. 
Q 4a: Only one candidate got all the name of the weaves correct.  A few got one or two 

answers correct.  It seems that candidates need to familiarise themselves with 
different weaves. 

Q 4b:  Few candidates knew the reason why the twill weave is used for jeans. 
Q 4c: Only a small number of candidates stated that sateen weave is lustrous and 

suitable for evening garments. 
Qs 4d and 4e: These questions were answered well by most candidates. 
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Question 5: This question was about matching fabric patterns to appropriate figure types 
and about cutting of patterned fabric. 

Qs 5a and 5b: The majority of candidates knew the name of the pattern designs but failed to 
identify a type of figure for them. 

Q 5c: Only two candidates knew why extra fabric needs to be bought when working 
with checked fabric. 

 
Question 6: This question was about blending of fibres. 
Qs 6a, 6b, 6c: Few candidates gave correct examples of blended fibres.  Most candidates failed 

to give a correct answer as to how blended fibres affect the absorbency of a dye. 
 
Question 7: This question was about finishes given to woollen yarn. 
Qs 7a and 7b: The question seems to have been problematic for most candidates.  Most 

candidates knew what ‘moth-proofing’ and ‘shrink resistant’ finishes are but 
failed to apply their knowledge to tapestry wool. 

Q 7c: Only a few candidates knew how the finishes affect the cost of tapestry wool 
when compared to ordinary wool. 

Q 7d: Nearly all candidates with the exception of two knew how the type of wool 
chosen for tapestry will affect the long-term effect of a framed tapestry. 

 
Question 8: This question was about factors related to buying a tie as a present, care 

labels, use of viscose and stain removals. 
Q 8a and 8b: Most candidates gave valid answers. 
Q 8c: Most candidates were familiar with the symbols.  Some candidates found 

difficulty to express themselves. 
Qs 8d and 8e: There were some incorrect answers and few of the reasons were not clear. 
Q 8f: Most candidates got this question incorrect.  Candidates need to study the 

difference between detergents well. 
 
Question 9: This question was about different sewing tools and equipment including the 

ironing board and sewing machine.  Aspects related to safety, choice of 
equipment, regulating the tension of a sewing machine, faults in sewing and 
their prevention and about sequence in threading a bobbin were included in 
the question. 

Qs 9a-9d: The majority of candidates answered these questions correctly. 
Q 9e: Some candidates answered correctly while others mixed the tension discs with the 

stitch size regulator. 
Q 9f:  This question was answered correctly by most candidates. 
Q 9g: Candidates answered this question incorrectly.  None of the candidates referred to 

the tension of the sewing machine. 
Q 9h:  Few candidates answered correctly. 
Qs 9i and 9j: The majority of candidates answered properly. 
Q 9k:  Most answers were correct.  Others did not explain themselves well. 
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Question 10: This question was about evening wear – use, fabric choice, fabric 
construction, accessories, consumer aspects when buying a garment, dry 
cleaning and its care label and the advantages and disadvantages of buying 
ready-made garments. 

Q 10a: Most candidates answered accurately.  Some candidates answered in Maltese.   
Q 10b: Not all candidates realised that thin material might not give the desired shaped 

drape as indicated in the picture. 
Q 10c:  Most candidates showed a good understanding of a stain resistant fabric finish. 
Q 10d: Most candidates did not consider the aspect that knitted fabric tends to lose shape 

when draped.  In the given situation it was necessary that the fabric will not snag. 
Q 10e: Most candidates answered correctly.  Others ignored the aspect that the garment 

had to match the evening attire. 
Q 10f:  Most answers were right. 
Qs 10g, 10h: A good number of candidates answered correctly.  A few misunderstood the 

question.  Candidates are encouraged to attempt the question rather than leaving 
empty spaces. 

Q 10i: Most answers were correct.  It seems that some candidates did not read the 
question thoroughly and therefore answered incorrectly. 

Q 10j:  Answers were mostly incorrect. 
Q 10k: The majority of candidates answered correctly.  A few candidates found a 

problem in understanding the question. 
Qs 10l, 10m: Most answers were correct.  Some candidates found difficulty in expressing 

themselves using the English language.  Some answers indicated a 
misinterpretation of the question. 

Q 10n: Most answers were given correctly.  Some candidates showed a value in putting 
priority to expenses and getting good value for money. 

Q 10e: Most candidates answered correctly an assessed the use of advertising leaflets in a 
knowledgeable way. 

 
Question 11: This question was about real and imitation leather handbags, fabric 

construction, carrying out a burning test and essential safety procedures to 
be taken, nylon as a man-made fibre and its properties, use of elastomeric 
fibres and cleaning of imitation  leather items.  

Q 11a:  While most answers were correct, a few candidates did not attempt the question. 
Q 11b:   All answered this question incorrectly. 
Q 11c: Most candidates got the sequential order of skills right.  Few mixed the sequence 

up. 
Qs 11d- 11f: The majority of candidates answered correctly. 
Q 11g:  All candidates answered this question incorrectly. 
Q 11h: A good number of candidates answered this question correctly.  Few candidates 

did not attempt the question. 
Q 11i:  Few candidates got the answer correct.  
Q 11j:  Most candidates answered as expected. 
Q 11k: Most of the answers were correct but too short.     
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Part 3:  Coursework 
 
This year, moderation of the candidates’ coursework was conducted in six schools.  Most of the 
work presented by these schools was of a very good standard with candidates presenting all 
components of the coursework.  Some work was of an exceptionally high standard while other 
work was unfinished or not well neatened.  Elements of creativity and originality were evident in 
most pieces of work. The practical assignment was of a good standard and well presented.  It is 
quite practical from the moderators’ perspective that each student will present the written work 
and samples in a box file.  This would make moderation quick and accurate.  The coursework 
reflected the mixed–ability of the students that sat for this year’s session.  The written work, 
especially the evaluation exercise is improving.  Schools are requested to present the breakdown 
of marks and compute the percentage total appropriately.   
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2006 
 
 


