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AM ART 

MAY 2007 SESSION 
EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

 
The markers’ panel for May 2007 Advanced Level in Art submits the following report on the 
general performance of the candidates who sat for the said examination. 
 
128 candidates registered for the examination of which seven were absent.  The breakdown of 
the Grades obtained by the candidates was as follows: 
 

Table 1:  Distribution of Grades - May 2007 
 

Grade A B C D E F Abs Total 
N of 

Grades 3 17 28 22 19 32 7 128 

% of Total 2.3 13.2 21.9 17.2 14.8 25 5.5 100 
 
Coursework: 
The marker’s panel was generally satisfied with the level of attainment in the Coursework section.  
The improvements noted over the past years in terms of presentation and on how the works 
reflected the candidates’ studies were positively manifest in this year’s work. It is significant that a 
positive attitude towards the selective nature of the Coursework as outlined in the Syllabus has 
now become engrained.   
 
The major complaint remains on the presentation of unnecessary hard mounts and attempts at 
‘over presentation’.  A small number of candidates tampered with the size of the portfolio provided 
by MATSEC.  These candidates were penalised. 
 
 
Paper I Project – Composition from a theme: 
Though generally satisfying, we feel the need to stress that a number of candidates did not show 
enough evidence of how their work progressed from the phase of research to the final piece.  
Preparatory studies, work in progress pieces, and other evidence of this important process in the 
realization of the Project should be a natural part of the candidates work and should be presented 
in a manner that clearly reflects such issues.  Few were those who, unfortunately, only presented 
a ‘final piece’.  
 
Paper I – Work from Observation  
This paper is divided into sections a) drawing and painting from the model, b) still-life with man-
made and natural form. 
Reflecting a pattern that has been established over the past years, candidates generally achieve 
better results in the still-life.   Once again, however, we feel it important to note that in the still-life 
section candidates should take considerable care on how they set the composition of the objects.   
This section, as has been repeatedly noted in previous reports, is not only about representation 
and interpretation but also about structuring the objects in interesting compositions.  Some 
candidates used media which are not quick drying or which are not appropriate for ‘single-
session’ use.  
The human figure paper showed the same the difficulties and problems encountered over the 
past years.  Some candidates are simply not preparing themselves well for this paper.  A number 
of candidates do not possess a proper knowledge of basic anatomy and this obviously hinders 
them in the representation of the human figure  
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Paper II -History of Art 
Issues surrounding the study of History of Art and whether it is seen as an important and 
essential aspect of artistic training are a matter of concern.  Whilst not wishing to portray an 
unduly negative picture, primarily because we were satisfied with a notable number of papers, we 
still feel that candidates should show greater evidence of reading. We also repeat the concern 
that many candidates do not read the questions properly and thus stray away from the answer 
that was required of them.   Others seem to present a ‘preset’ answer, whilst some limit 
themselves to strict biography with discussing style or analysing works of art. 
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