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AM GEOGRAPHY 
May 2007 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
Part 1: Statistical information 
 
Table 1: Distribution of grades for AM Level Geography- May 2007 session 
Grade A B C D E F Abs Total 
N  3 16 21 15 4 4 0 63 
% 4.76 25.40 33.33 23.81 6.35 6.35 0.00 100.00 
 
Part 2: Comments on the Candidates’ Answers 
 
General Comments 
 
The quality of the given answers has shown an improvement when compared to previous years. For the 
Physical Geography Paper, candidates adhered to the instructions especially where illustrations were 
specifically requested. However for the Human Geography Paper, a considerable number of candidates did 
not include diagrams, maps and case studies.  
 
As for questions where candidates had to discuss a particular case study, most of the candidates referred to 
the same case studies lacking originality. In addition, the bias towards familiar topics was repeated this year 
in particular regarding coastal geomorphology, temperate and tropical environments.  
 
It was also noted that most answers were rather short and therefore the candidates did not fully expand all 
the required arguments.  
 
Human Geography Paper 
 
Topic 1: Human Geography of the Maltese Islands 
Questions 1 & 2 – The Geography Board of Examiners expected candidates to be more knowledgeable on 
the issue of waste management.  While most of the candidates had an idea of the topic in question, there 
could have been more input, since these are issues which deserve particular attention in the local scene. 
 
Topic 2: Global Issues in Human Geography 
For question 3, Candidates referred to diagrams which have helped them considerably, whilst question 4 
on Weber’s location Theory was not a popular one albeit being a favourite topic.  
 
Topic 3: The Developing World 
Question 5 – A considerable number of candidates attempted this question however most of them missed 
out on some important aspects.  Case studies could have been mentioned here but a low number of 
candidates attempted to do so. 
 
Question 6 – This question was answered by 87% of candidates.  The topic of population proves to be a 
popular subject with candidates.  Candidates should not refer to one case study, while they should not try 
and include all the information they know on the topic, since it may not be directly relevant to the question. 
 
Topic 4: Issues in Resource Management 
Question 7 – This topic is rather an important topic since it deals with policies which are directly relevant 
to Malta as a member of the European Union, however it was not very popular with candidates. 
 
Question 8 – Candidates are knowledgeable on the issue of sustainability though little information was 
provided on question b.  Essays were relatively short and provided basic information on the topic. 
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Topic 5: The Geography of Tourism and Recreation 
Question 9 – A very popular question with candidates, however most of them failed to mention valid points 
for the second part of the question. 
 
Question 10 – Only four candidates answered this question.  Past papers, indicate that the topic is usually 
popular with candidates, however candidates opted for question 9, since it revolved around basic 
information on the tourism industry.   
 
Physical Geography Paper 
 
Topic 1: Physical Geography of the Maltese Islands 
Questions 1& 2 – The answers to question 1 were extremely satisfactory, well-illustrated and showed that 
the candidates have mastered the skill of not only reproducing material that they studied but to analyse and 
apply it to a question. Question 2 was poorly understood and those who answered it could not make the 
necessary connections with fundamental topics, fieldwork observations and demonstrated an overall lack of 
knowledge and appreciation of such a basic argument in the physical geography of the Maltese Islands.  
 
Topic 2: Global Processes 
Question 3 was the preferred choice of over three-quarters of candidates, whereas question 4 was not 
answered. Those answering question 3 however, failed to produce adequate illustrations in spite of the fact 
that the set textbooks are well-endowed with material on the topic. Answers to question 4(c) lacked suitable 
local examples.  
 
Topic 3: Temperate Environments 
Answers to question 5 were very satisfactory and candidates showed a sense of general knowledge and 
current affairs. Surprisingly, few candidates chose question 6 in spite of the fact that it dealt with 
Mediterranean climate and vegetation. The choice given in question 6 between a) Mediterranean, b) boreal 
forest, and c) temperate grasslands indicates that topics concerning environments that are associated with 
specific regions are hardly attempted, and candidates seem to fall back on what is familiar and closer to 
home.  
 
Topic 4: Arid, Semi-Arid, Humid and Sub-humid Tropi cal Environments 
Questions 7 and 8 were the least popular of the whole paper, and the general impression given was that 
they were chosen as a last resort, for two reasons – they were either chosen last or were the least 
informative.  
 
Topic 5: Coastal Environments 
Both questions 9 and 10 proved to be amongst the more popular and had the highest marks. The only 
difficulty was that 10(c) which dealt with caves. This clearly indicates that candidates have a bias towards 
topics that are normally covered in the fieldwork related to the Maltese Islands.  
 
 
The Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2007 
 


