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IM GEOGRAPHY 
May 2007 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for IM Level Geography - May 2007 session 
Grade A B C D E F Abs Total 
N  5 14 17 15 14 25 1 91 
% 5.49 15.38 18.68 16.48 15.38 27.47 1.10 100.00 
 

General comments 
 
The disparity in the marks obtained by candidates in different modules was once again the major 
concern of the examiners. Marks for Modules 1 “Physical Geographical Processes” and 4 “Fieldwork 
and Mapwork” were generally lower than those for Modules 2 “Human Geographical Processes” and 3 
“The Man-Environment Relationship”. Just to mention an example to illustrate the problem, marks 
ranged from 3 in Module 1 to 20 in Module 2 for one candidate; this is just one of various similar 
cases. There was evidence that some candidates are being choosy in what they study for this exam 
relying on the fact that a fifth question can be answered from any module of their choice.  Preference 
for Modules that tend to tackle issues and themes discussed on the media is obvious, such as Module 2 
and 3. Candidates tend to associate Modules 1 and 4 with more objective, in-depth and technical 
knowledge. It must, however, be made clear to candidates that questions for Modules 2 and 3 
require answers that show evidence of deeper knowledge and understanding than is discussed on 
popular means of media.  
 

Section 1: Physical Geographical Processes 
 
Question 1 
Most answers to this question were very poor. Candidates had barely any knowledge of the landforms 
shown in Figure 1, despite these being common characteristic features of the Maltese coastline. They 
also had difficulty in explaining how these land features. Most candidates described erosive processed 
resulting from marine processes (such as abrasion, hydraulic action) but ignored the effect of rainwater 
penetrating into the Blue Clay which gives rise to the flow of clay downhill and the consequent 
collapse of the Upper Coralline Limestone. In general, candidates did not make a connection between 
geological characteristics and erosive processes. 
 

Question 2 
This was not a popular question amongst candidates but most of those who opted to answer this 
question provided well-explained and illustrated answers. Most candidates could explain both past 
processes that led to the formation of valleys of seismic origin and processes that are presently shaping 
these valleys. 
 

Question 3 
This was the most popular question in Section 1 amongst candidates. The majority of the candidates 
showed they have the basic skills necessary to interpret a synoptic chart. However, several candidates 
did not use geographical terms to describe the weather conditions over Cyprus and Tunisia preferring 
to use terms like “good, bad or poor weather”. Candidates should be encouraged to describe weather in 
geographical terms. Some candidates failed to describe air circulation in a depression and in an 
anticyclone, describing instead the formation of these atmospheric conditions 
 

Section 2: Human Geographical Processes 
 
Question 4  
In question 4(a) candidates were expected to give five reasons for the depopulation of walled towns in 
Malta. Most answers were correct and candidates showed that they were well versed in the subject.  
The cultural aspect of walled towns was the main point of question 4(b). Most candidates only gave 
satisfactory answers and the changing concept of culture and the way/s it is showcased in Valletta and 
other walled towns. Replies to the measures aimed at enhancing the physical appearance of walled 
towns required in question 4(c) were excellent throughout. 
 

Question 5 
Few candidates opted to answer this question. Answers varied from some candidates tacking also the 
theoretical part of the location of industries followed up with the factors requested to others who did 
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not have a clue to what they were responding to. Answers to part (b) of this question regarding the 
factors that influenced the location of industrial estates in Malta were much better with the whole range 
of factors mentioned. Some candidates went one better by outlining the adverse effects that industries 
pose on their immediate locations. 
 
Question 6 
As always a question on the CBD is popular. In part (a) however definitions were not always precise. 
Candidates are reminded to concentrate while preparing definitions. Few candidates obtained full 
marks out of this part of the question. Most of the answers were correct and candidates obtained good 
marks. Part (b) dealing with Valletta’s claim to be Malta’s CBD was answered appropriately by most 
candidates with all the features mentioned, such as: commercial establishments, tourism, banking, 
churches, offices, government departments and museums.  
 
Section 3: The Man-Environment Relationship  
 
Question 7 
Practically all candidates answered all of the four parts of this question: deforestation, afforestation, 
overgrazing by animals, the ploughing of grasslands. However detailed explanations were largely 
missing and the answers lacked sketches to show that the processes involved were understood. 

 
Question 8 
Few candidates attempted this question and the answers were rather sketchy. This shows that a high 
number of candidates study the subject in a rather superficial way. The process of desertification 
should be well understood at this level.  
 
Question 9 
The question on slumping of clay slopes was answered correctly by those candidates attempting it. 
Detailed reasons for the slumping of clay slopes were given and this showed that candidates were well 
aware of the processes involved. The description of the four problems was also commendable. 
However it should be stressed that when a description is asked for in the question candidates must 
refrain from providing only lists.  
 
Section 4: Fieldwork and Mapwork 
 
Question 10 
Most candidates calculated the range, mean median and mode of the temperature figures correctly. 
However, several candidates showed poor skills in formulating a hypothesis. Most candidates chose 
appropriate graphical presentations to illustrate the temperature figures for both gardens, facilitating 
comparison between the two sets of data. 
 
Question 11 
Answers to this question were generally of the expected standard with most candidates obtaining a 
good mark. Most candidates could name the type of map shown and could also explain what the maps 
show. Most candidates were also aware of the benefits and drawbacks of using a dot map for the 
purpose of showing the amount of organic pollutants emissions in water. There was, however, evidence 
of poor locational knowledge in some candidates’ answers. 
 
Question 12 
Most candidates were aware of the value of the graph showing both the number and the percentage of 
the undernourished population in different world regions. There was evidence of surprise and concern 
in various candidates’ answers at how figures could hide the scale of a problem. 
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