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IM Home Economics and Human Ecology 
May 2007 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
1.0 Statistical Information 
 
A total of 43 candidates registered for the May 2007 examination, a slight decrease from May 2006. 
 
The Intermediate examination consisted of one Written Examination divided into two Sections. 
Section A consisted of 12 short-answer compulsory questions, and Section B consisted of four 
structured essay questions of which candidates had to choose three. Candidates were required to be 
familiar with all aspects of the syllabus in order to be able to answer the compulsory Section A. 
Section B questions allowed for demonstration of a higher level of understanding, application and 
critical and analytical skills with reference to particular topics.  
  
Table 1 shows the distribution of grades obtained by the candidates in the May 2007 session. 
 
Table 1 
 

Grade A B C D E F Abs Total 
Number 4 9 13 5 2 6 4 43 
% of Total 9.3 20.9 30.2 11.6 4.7 14.0 9.3 100% 
 

Compared to May 2006, the overall standard achieved by the candidates was slightly lower, with a 
decrease in the percentage of candidates obtaining grades A or B. The failure rate was also much 
higher than that of May 2006 (14.0% vs. 5.8%). 
 
Most of the candidates who sat for the examination attempted to answer all questions in Section A 
as required. Table 2 shows the number and percentage of candidates answering the different 
questions in Section B. 
 
Table 2 
 

Question Topic Number of 
Candidates 

% of 
Candidates 

(n=39)* 

1 
The WHO CINDI  Food Guide; plant-based 
diets; nutritionally appropriate plant-based food 
for a teenagers’ party 

31 79.5% 

2 
 

Aquaculture, genetic engineering, hydroponics, 
organic farming: health, economic and 
environmental issues and implications 

28 71.8% 

3 

Pregnant and lactating mothers: nutritional and 
dietary requirements; health conditions during 
pregnancy; household management when 
pregnant mother is advised bed rest 

25 64.1% 

4 

Local production of national energy; strategies 
for energy efficient homes; buying a solar water 
heater;  shopping methods; legal and 
commercial guarantees 

32 82.1% 

* 4 candidates were absent 
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2.0 Comments on the Written Examination 
 
2.1 Comments regarding candidates’ performance in Section A 
 
General Comments:  Candidates tended to answer in a satisfactory manner.  Although few 
obtained very poor marks, the average mark was less than 20/40 in Section A. This is an indication 
that the candidates did not have an adequate all round understanding of the topics in the syllabus. 
The highest mark obtained in Section A was 26.5/40. The lowest mark obtained in Section A was 
5/40. Nonetheless, the candidates did seem appropriately trained in answering short answer 
questions. 
 
Question 1: This was answered well by most candidates and generally three correct functions of 
water in the body were given. 
 
Question 2: The definition of NSP and possible outcomes of deficiency were correctly stated  in 
most cases.  However, the majority of the candidates left out the physical structure.  The few others 
who attempted this part of the question were not correct in their answer. 

 
Question 3: Candidates showed lack of knowledge of the physical structure of omega-3 fatty acids.  
No candidate obtained full marks for this part of the question.   As for the question regarding 
consumption of omega-3 fatty acids, the majority of candidates somewhat vaguely wrote that it 
helps “lower cholesterol” and “prevent heart disease”.  Other benefits were not outlined.  
 
Question 4: Most candidates gave a correct definition of micronutrients; a few others defined 
micronutrients as vitamins and minerals without explaining what the term means.  As regards the 
relationship between nutrients, candidates were familiar with the relationship of iron and vitamin C 
and with the different sources of retinol and carotene.  However, only a few mentioned that carotene 
is a precursor of retinol. 
 
Question 5: Candidates gave a good explanation of the difference between vegans and lacto-
vegetarians.  However, answers lacked detail when referring to the dietary strategies how a vegan 
can consume a balanced diet.  Many candidates did not give good reasons for their answers or gave 
very simple reasons: e.g. “fruit and vegetables should be consumed because they are rich in 
vitamins and minerals”.  Candidates need to be more specific and mention the particular vitamins, 
refer to fibre etc. 
 
Question 6: Many candidates outlined the benefits of play for children’s physical and social 
development, but without giving concrete examples as requested.  Only a few candidates gave 
correct answers with regard to physical play.  As regards social play, the most common benefit 
mentioned by candidates was “sharing”.  A few others included “communication” and 
“ integration”.  Other benefits like social hygiene were not mentioned. 
   
Question 7: Most answers on how attending a Day Centre can facilitate social well-being of a 
widowed elderly male were correct, with most candidates mentioning overcoming loneliness and 
isolation by making new friends.  A few candidates mentioned provision of meals; however, they 
did not relate this to the social well-being of the elderly but rather to nutritional problems.   
 
Question 8:  Very few candidates obtained three correct answers in this question on financial 
security.  Many outlined strategies that would help the mother in the short-term, like making a 
budget, prioritising her needs and applying for Children’s Allowance.  As the question asked for 
strategies to aid financial security in the senior years, such answers were considered incorrect. 
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Question 9: The majority of candidates wrote correct answers to this question on consumer rights 
and responsibilities.  However, a few outlined consumer rights that were not applicable to the 
question focus: i.e. purchasing a textile item. 
 
Question 10: In general, the candidates did not seem to be fully aware of the role of the Consumer 
Claims Tribunal.  Answers were very simple and lacked detail.  As regards the documents a 
consumer should submit when making a claim, most candidates gave correct answers. Candidates 
are also expected to know that there is a special form known as ‘Notice of Claim’. 
 
Question 11: Again the answers to this question were not comprehensive enough.  With respect to 
the similarities between bring-in sites and civic amenity sites, many candidates just wrote that both 
are sites where rubbish is disposed of.  Marks were deducted in such cases as candidates were 
expected to include that both sites are for separated waste.   Regarding the differences between 
bring-in sites and civic amenity sites, these were generally correct.  However, candidates again 
provided answers that lacked detail when writing about the functions of each site. 
 
Question 12: Answers showed that the majority of the candidates lacked knowledge regarding the 
Green Dot scheme and its advantages for consumers and the manufacturing industry.   
 
 
2.2 Comments regarding candidates’ performance in Section B 
 
Overall, the average marks obtained in each question in Section B were higher than the average 
mark obtained for the whole of Section A. The highest mark obtained in Section B as a whole (three 
questions) was 48.3/60. The lowest mark obtained in Section B as a whole was 16/60. 
 
Question 1 
This question about the WHO CINDI Food Guide and plant-based diets was one of the most 
popular questions in Section B. The average mark obtained was also the highest for Section B; 13.3 
out of the possible maximum 20 marks. 
 
Most candidates drew, labelled and explained the Food Guide (pyramid) correctly, although quite a 
number omitted eggs. The majority also gave correct answers regarding benefits of a higher 
consumption of plant foods. However, many candidates did not give correct answers regarding low 
fat cheeses available locally, with quite a few still referring to regular Edam cheese as a low fat 
cheese.  
 
On the whole, the question on plant-based snack foods for a teenagers’ party was answered well.  
Some candidates were not precise about the nutritional value of certain foods, tending to give 
general answers rather than naming specific nutrients provided by specific ingredients. A common 
misperception was that tomatoes are rich in iron.   
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Question 2 
This question on food technology was not so popular. However, those candidates who chose this 
question obtained fairly good marks with the average mark being 12.3 out of a possible maximum 
of 20 marks. In fact, one candidate obtained the highest mark for a question in Section B: 19.5/20. 
 
The majority of candidates explained the terms aquaculture, genetic engineering, hydroponics and 
organic farming correctly. Unfortunately, some left out the two specific foods asked for in the 
question so that marks were lost unnecessarily. The question on impact of aquaculture and genetic 
engineering was also answered very well. However, candidates need to practise presenting their 
answers in a logical organised manner, even if in Table format. (See suggested Table below). 
 

Aquaculture – Negative Effects 
Human Health Natural Environment 
Point 1: Point 1: 
Point 2: Point 2: 
  

Genetic Engineering – Negative Effects 
Human Health Natural Environment 
Point 1: Point 1: 
Point 2: Point 2: 
  
 
Such presentation format will also help the candidates ensure that they do not inadvertently leave 
out any part of the question leading to loss of marks. 
 
Question part (iii) on the benefits of either hydroponics or organic farming was also answered well. 
Most candidates opted to focus on organic farming, perhaps indicating a lack of knowledge on 
hydroponics as a crop production method. 
 
Question 3 
This question about pregnant and lactating mothers was the least popular question in Section B and 
also the question in which candidates fared the worst. The average mark obtained was 9.2 out of a 
possible maximum of 20 marks.  
 
The candidates were quite well versed on the nutritional and dietary requirements of pregnant and 
lactating mothers; yet only a few gave an appropriate answer regarding the need for Vitamin B 
supplements during pregnancy. The candidates also found difficulty in answering the question on 
health conditions during pregnancy. Most did not seem to understand the term “health conditions” 
which could have included oedema, heartburn, constipation, overweight, hypertension, gestational 
diabetes and anaemia, and their answers were often out of point. 
 
Part (iii) on a household management scenario involving a pregnant mother was answered much 
more poorly than one would expect. It perhaps shows that candidates are not capable of applying 
knowledge to practical situations showing problem solving skills.  
 
Question 4 
This was the most popular question in Section B, but it was not one of the best answered questions. 
The average mark was 10.1 out of a possible maximum 20 marks. 
 
Candidates referred to the power station as the local source of national energy, with a few giving 
more precise detail mentioning fossil fuels and turbines. Surprisingly, the candidates’ answers on 



IM EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2007 
 

 6 

the impacts of this energy production method on the environment were weak. This was unexpected 
given the topical nature of this issue.  
 
Most candidates presented correct answers when it came to suggesting strategies for rendering 
homes more energy efficient; however, they gave very scanty answers with respect to factors to 
consider when buying a solar water heater. Thus, a good number of marks were lost here. 
 
Some candidates did not read the question well in part (iv) and they spoke about Methods of 
Payment rather than Shopping Methods as asked. As a result, most of their answers were out of 
point. Nonetheless, candidates were knowledgeable about both legal and commercial guarantees 
and most answered this final part of the question correctly. 
 
 
2.3 General Comments and Recommendations 
 
In contrast to 2006, when comparing average marks obtained, candidates fared slightly better in 
Section B than in Section A. There is a positive correlation between the results of the two Sections: 
That is, candidates who obtained a high mark in Section A also obtained a high mark in Section B 
and vice versa.  
 
As in previous years, it is important to highlight that candidates sitting for the Intermediate 
examination must be reminded not to assume that having a SEC Home Economics qualification or 
having good general knowledge is sufficient. Obtaining an Intermediate Home Economics 
qualification requires certain scientific and technical detail which goes beyond a mere familiarity 
with a topic. Application of knowledge and demonstration of critical and analytical skills is also 
expected.  
 
Two deficiencies emerged clearly in Section B. Firstly, it seems that many of the candidates did not 
appreciate that often certain detail is required, giving scanty, superficial answers with no 
substantiation of their statements.  Secondly, on more than one occasion, candidates misinterpreted 
the question, which resulted in their giving answers which were of marginal relevance, out of point, 
or where key expected components were omitted completely. It is unclear whether this was a result 
of poor English comprehension, carelessness, or a reflection of limited knowledge so that some 
candidates merely reproduced anything which they know related to the topic of the question for the 
sake of writing something.   
 
Candidates must be repeatedly advised to read each question carefully, checking the marks 
allocated for each part so as to obtain a clear indication of the depth expected, and seeking out key 
phrases so as to answer all aspects of the question.  
 
From a technical presentation aspect, answers were presented slightly better than in previous years. 
However, there is still much room for improvement. The use of tables to organise answers having 
different component parts reflecting different perspectives or requiring comparison is encouraged.   
 
 
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2007 
 


