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MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE

L-Universita EXAMINATIONS BOARD
ta' Malta ADVANCED MATRICULATION LEVEL

2026 FIRST SESSION

SUBJECT: Arabic

PAPER NUMBER: I - a - Listening Comprehension

DATE: 17t April 2026

TIME: Approx. 17 minutes
EXAMINER’S PAPER

Instructions:

The examiner is to read out the extract in Standard Arabic below TWICE.
After listening to the passage for the second time, the candidate is to answer the questions on
page 2 orally and in Standard Arabic.
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(Source: https://www.haarf.org/671)

Please turn the page.
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(Total: 10 marks)
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MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE

L-Universita EXAMINATIONS BOARD
T
ta' Malta ADVANCED MATRICULATION LEVEL
2026 FIRST SESSION
SUBJECT: Arabic
PAPER NUMBER: I - a - Listening Comprehension
DATE: 17t April 2026
TIME: Approx. 17 minutes

CANDIDATE’S PAPER

Instructions:

An extract in Standard Arabic will be read out TWICE by the examiner.
After listening to the passage for the second time, you will be required to answer the following
questions orally and in Standard Arabic:
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(Total: 10 marks)
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MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE

L-Universita EXAMINATIONS BOARD
ta' Malta ADVANCED MATRICULATION LEVEL

2026 FIRST SESSION

SUBJECT: Arabic

PAPER NUMBER: II

DATE: 4th May 2026

TIME: 4:00 p.m. to 7:05 p.m.
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(Total: 15 marks)

B. Translate the text below into Maltese or English. 40y i dhallal) ) U gail) 22 5B
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(Source https:www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/special-stories)

(Total: 10 marks)

Please turn the page.
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C. Translate the following text into Arabic: ‘L.'-U’d‘ 4al u‘“ gﬁm‘ ol e%ﬂ .C

The oud is a traditional instrument played in both Iran and Syria, and many other Arab countries
as well. The musician places the short-necked instrument on their leg, holding it from the top
with one hand and playing the chords with the other. In both countries, the oud consists of a
pear-shaped sound box made of wood from different trees. Crafting an oud takes up to twenty-
five days, during which the wood is left to dry and harden and is then treated with water and
steam for fifteen days to build its durability. Ouds are crafted in different sizes for different sized-
bodies and decorated with wooden carvings and mosaic patterns.

(Source: https://www.unesco.org/archives/multimedia/document)

(Total: 10 marks)
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(Source: https://www.bbc.com/arabic/art-and-culture)

(Total: 5 marks)
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MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE

L-Universita EXAMINATIONS BOARD
T
ta' Malta ADVANCED MATRICULATION LEVEL
2026 FIRST SESSION
SUBJECT: Arabic
PAPER NUMBER: 111
DATE: 19t May 2026
TIME: 4:00 p.m. to 7:05 p.m.

Answer THREE questions, ONE from EACH section. Answers to Sections A and B can be in Arabic,
English or Maltese, and should not be less than 400 words each. The answer to Section C can be
either in English or Maltese.

SECTION A: HISTORY OF THE ARABS

1.

Discuss the social, religious, and economic characteristics of al-Hijaz on the eve of the rise of
Islam. In your answer, refer to tribal organisation, religious practices, and the role of Mecca
as a commercial and cultural centre.

What were the major cultural and artistic achievements of the Umayyad era, such as the
development of Arabic literature, architecture, and art? How did they reflect the empire's
diverse cultural and ethnic heritage?

Discuss the significance of the Ka’bah in Meccan society and its role in the pre-Islamic Arabian
religious landscape. How did the Prophet Muhammad’s message challenge or transform the
existing religious and cultural practices associated with the Ka‘’bah?

(Total: 12 marks)

SECTION B: HISTORY OF ARABIC LITERATURE

1.

Poets used their art to praise, satirize and critique. Discuss in what way this contributed to
the special position enjoyed by poets in their tribes during the Jahiliya period.

Discuss the influence of pre-Islamic poetry on Umayyad literature. How did the themes,
motifs, and poetic forms of the pre-Islamic era shape the development of the Umayyads?

Discuss the emergence of new poetic styles and themes in Umayyad poetry, such as the
“ghazal” and the “hija'”. What do these styles reveal about the social and cultural changes of

the time?

(Total: 12 marks)

Please turn the page.
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SECTION C: LITERATURE - SET BOOK

Translate into English or Maltese ONE of the following two passages:
1. from Malta by Ahmad Tal'at Sulayman Al 5 2 Ul s g0 (2 ye Ualla
Jlal Clngd go alualii o LS 8 3y JS5 L o s (S0 Gy jadl ilanally Aghallall culsiial 3
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he Lo gy et Al 2hae Y aan (e ol 1 Jalinly Adallall e dlae 1 8y 3y el ae ) @ Callas
LY AV e Wl cuai Ala 3 oaadll 8 LS ) geal AlLes 90 20 (e zlae Y1 Cugiy 385 50 4l 5 e
Ao il s ral) e AVl 5 prenilly s il L ge 5 Lysh | shat dplallall b sl 26 Lgils
Lo dlia Jua¥) Gy e ol Olae 5l Jua¥l

OR
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(Total: 16 marks)
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