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Marking schemes published by the MATSEC Examination Board are not intended to be 
standalone documents. They are an essential resource for markers who are subsequently 
monitored through a verification process to ensure consistent and accurate application of the 
marking scheme. 

In the case of marking schemes that include model solutions or answers, it should be noted that 
these are not intended to be exhaustive. Variations and alternatives may also be acceptable. 
Examiners must consider all answers on their merits, and will have consulted with the MATSEC 
Examinations Board when in doubt.  
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A. SECTION A: HISTORY 

Answer EITHER Question 1 OR 2. 

1. In around 350 words, critically discuss the military and cultural effects which resulted from 

the Greek victory of the Persian wars.             (20) 

As a result of the allied Greek success, a large contingent of the Persian fleet was destroyed and all 

Persian garrisons were expelled from Europe, marking an end of Persia’s advance westward into 

the continent. The cities of Ionia were also liberated from Persian control. Despite their successes, 

however, the spoils of war caused greater inner conflict within the Hellenic world. The violent 

actions of Spartan leader Pausanias at the siege of Byzantium, for instance, alienated many of the 

Greek states from Sparta, and led to a shift in the military command of the Delian League from 

Sparta to Athens. This set the stage for Sparta’s eventual withdrawal from the Delian League. 

Following the two Persian invasions of Greece, and during the Greek counterattacks that 

commenced after the Battles of Plataea and Mycale, Athens enrolled all island and some mainland 

city-states into an alliance, called the Delian League, the purpose of which was to pursue conflict 

with the Persian Empire, prepare for future invasions, and organize a means of dividing the spoils 

of war. The Spartans, although they had taken part in the war, withdrew from the Delian League 

early on, believing that the war’s initial purpose had been met with the liberation of mainland 

Greece and the Greek cities of Asia Minor. Historians also speculate that Sparta decided to leave 

the League for pragmatic reasons, remaining unconvinced that it was possible to secure long-term 

security for Greeks residing in Asia Minor, and as a result of their unease with Athenian efforts to 

increase their power. Once Sparta withdrew from the Delian League after the Persian Wars, it 

reformed the Peloponnesian League, which had originally been formed in the 6th century and 

provided the blueprint for what was now the Delian League. The Spartan withdrawal from the 

League had the effect, however, of allowing Athens to establish unchallenged naval and 

commercial power, unrivaled throughout the Hellenic world. In fact, shortly after the League’s 

inception, Athens began to use the League’s navy for its own purposes, which frequently led it into 

conflict with other, less powerful League members. 

Pericles proposed a building program soon after the Greco-Persian wars, which had left much of 

Athens in ruins. The program's chief aim was to restore various Athenian temples as a reminder of 

the hubris of the Persians. Furthermore, it offered the Athenians the chance to display their 

imperial might through their architectural and cultural achievements. The Periclean building 

program was popular with the demos for whom it provided regular work. Problems were caused 

by wealthy aristocrats who did not appreciate the filtering of money from the League's treasury to 

the working class. Despite this, they could not muster enough political power to halt the program 

which finished around 432 BC. 

In 437/6 BC work was begun on reorienting and reconstructing the Propylaea (the Peisistratid 

gateway to the Acropolis). The powerful Athenians no longer required a formidable defensive 

system, and so the new Propylaea was designed to impress rather than intimidate. 
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In 447/6 BC, work was begun on building a new Parthenon. Although built on the foundations of 

the earlier, unfinished building, the new Parthenon was designed to house an enormous 

chryselephantine (gold and ivory) statue of Athena, designed by the sculptor Phidias. Thus, 

changes were made to the plans of the original Parthenon in order to accommodate this. The 

finished product was a glorious building incorporating a large pool of water in front of the statue 

to reflect its image. The building was decorated intricately with sculptured reliefs, each expressing 

in a variety of ways the triumph of the civilised Greeks over the Barbarous East, and the glory of 

Athena's city. 

The main building work focused on the Acropolis. The Odeon of Pericles was a major part of this 

work which included the erection of a new temple to Athena and a new gateway to the Acropolis. 

The building was funded chiefly by money from the League treasury. 

OR 

2. In around 350 words, discuss the rise to power of Augustus paying close attention to the 

formation and dissolution of the Second Triumvirate.                (20) 

Octavian was only 18 when, against the advice of his stepfather and others, he decided to take up 

this perilous inheritance and proceeded to Rome. Mark Antony (Marcus Antonius), Caesar’s chief 

lieutenant, who had taken possession of his papers and assets and had expected that he himself 

would be the principal heir, refused to hand over any of Caesar’s funds, forcing Octavius to pay the 

late dictator’s bequests to the Roman populace from such resources as he could raise. Caesar’s 

assassins, Marcus Junius Brutus and Gaius Cassius Longinus, ignored him and withdrew to the east. 

Cicero, the famous orator who was one of Rome’s principal elder statesmen, hoped to make use of 

him but underestimated his abilities. 

 

Celebrating public games, instituted by Caesar, to ingratiate himself with the city populace, 

Octavius succeeded in winning considerable numbers of the dictator’s troops to his own 

allegiance. The Senate, encouraged by Cicero, broke with Antony, called upon Octavius for aid 

(granting him the rank of senator in spite of his youth), and joined the campaign of Mutina 

(Modena) against Antony, who was compelled to withdraw to Gaul. When the consuls who 

commanded the Senate’s forces lost their lives, Octavius’s soldiers compelled the Senate to confer 

a vacant consulship on him. Under the name of Gaius Julius Caesar he next secured official 

recognition as Caesar’s adoptive son. Although it would have been normal to add “Octavianus” 

(with reference to his original family name), he preferred not to do so. Today, however, he is 

habitually described as Octavian (until the date when he assumed the designation Augustus). 

Octavian soon reached an agreement with Antony and with another of Caesar’s principal 

supporters, Marcus Aemilius Lepidus, who had succeeded him as chief priest. On November 27, 43 

BCE, the three men were formally given a five-year dictatorial appointment as triumvirs for the 

reconstitution of the state (the Second Triumvirate—the first having been the informal compact 

between Pompey, Crassus, and Julius Caesar). The east was occupied by Brutus and Cassius, but 

the triumvirs divided the west among themselves. They drew up a list of “proscribed” political 

enemies, and the consequent executions included 300 senators (one of whom was Antony’s 
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enemy Cicero) and 2,000 members of the class below the senators, the equites or knights. Julius 

Caesar’s recognition as a god of the Roman state in January 42 BCE enhanced Octavian’s prestige 

as son of a god. 

 

He and Antony crossed the Adriatic and, under Antony’s leadership (Octavian being ill), won the 

two battles of Philippi against Brutus and Cassius, both of whom committed suicide. Antony, the 

senior partner, was allotted the east (and Gaul); and Octavian returned to Italy, where difficulties 

caused by the settlement of his veterans involved him in the Perusine War (decided in his favour at 

Perusia, the modern Perugia) against Antony’s brother and wife. In order to appease another 

potential enemy, Sextus Pompeius (Pompey the Great’s son), who had seized Sicily and the sea 

routes, Octavian married Sextus’s relative Scribonia (though before long he divorced her for 

personal incompatibility). These ties of kinship did not deter Sextus, after the Perusine War, from 

making overtures to Antony; but Antony rejected them and reached a fresh understanding with 

Octavian at the treaty of Brundisium, under the terms of which Octavian was to have the whole 

west (except for Africa, which Lepidus was allowed to keep) and Italy, which, though supposedly 

neutral ground, was in fact controlled by Octavian. The east was again to go to Antony, and it was 

arranged that Antony, who had spent the previous winter with Queen Cleopatra in Egypt, should 

marry Octavian’s sister Octavia. The peoples of the empire were overjoyed by the treaty, which 

seemed to promise an end to so many years of civil war. In 38 BCE Octavian formed a significant 

new link with the aristocracy by his marriage to Livia Drusilla. 

 

But a reconciliation with Sextus Pompeius proved abortive, and Octavian was soon plunged into 

serious warfare against him. When his first operations against Sextus’s Sicilian bases proved 

disastrous, he felt obliged to make a new compact with Antony at Tarentum (Taranto) in 37 BCE. 

Antony was to provide Octavian with ships, in return for troops Antony needed for his forthcoming 

war against the empire’s eastern neighbour Parthia and its Median allies. Antony handed over the 

ships, but Octavian never sent the troops. The treaty also provided for renewal of the Second 

Triumvirate for five years, until the end of 33 BCE. 

 

In the following year, the balance of power began to change: whereas Antony’s eastern expedition 

failed, Octavian’s fleet—commanded by his former schoolmate Marcus Agrippa, who, although 

unpopular with the influential nobles, was an admiral of genius—totally defeated Sextus Pompeius 

off Cape Naulochus (Venetico) in Sicily. At this point, the third triumvir, Lepidus, seeking to contest 

Octavian’s supremacy in the west by force, was disarmed by Octavian, deprived of his triumviral 

office, and forced into retirement. Ignoring Antony’s right to settle his own veterans in Italy and 

recruit fresh troops, Octavian discharged many legionaries and founded settlements for them. His 

deliberate rivalry with Antony for the eventual mastership of the Roman world became 

increasingly apparent. Octavian’s marriage two years earlier had begun to win over some of the 

nobles who had previously been Antony’s supporters. Octavian also launched elaborate religious 

and patriotic publicity, centring on the classical god of order, Apollo, in contrast to Antony’s less 

Roman patron, Dionysus (Bacchus). In addition, Octavian had started to prefix his name with the 

designation “Imperator,” to suggest that he was the commander par excellence; and now, 
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although he continued to use his triumviral powers, he omitted all reference to them from his 

coins, gradually concentrating on the plain, emotive name “Caesar Son of a God.” 

 

But, if Octavian was to compete with Antony’s military seniority, successes in a foreign war were 

necessary; and so Octavian between 35 and 33 BCE fought three successive campaigns in Illyricum 

and Dalmatia (parts of modern Slovenia and Croatia) in order to protect the northeastern 

approaches of Italy. With the help of Agrippa, he also lavished large sums on the adornment of 

Rome. When Octavian fomented public clamour against Antony’s territorial gifts to Cleopatra, it 

was clear that a clash between the two men was imminent. 

 

In 32 BCE the triumvirate had officially ended, and Octavian, unlike Antony, professed no longer 

to be employing its powers. Amid a virulent exchange of propaganda, Antony divorced Octavia, 

whereupon her brother Octavian seized Antony’s will and claimed to find in it damaging proofs of 

Cleopatra’s power over him. Each leader induced the populations under his control to swear 

formal oaths of allegiance to his own cause. Then, in spite of grave discontent aroused by his 

exactions in Italy, Octavian declared war—not against Antony but against Cleopatra. 

 

Accompanied by her, Antony had brought up his fleet and army to guard strongpoints along the 

coast of western Greece; but in 31 BCE Octavian dispatched Agrippa very early in the year to 

capture Methone, at the country’s southwestern tip. His enemies were taken by surprise; and after 

Octavian himself arrived—leaving his Etruscan friend and adviser Gaius Maecenas in charge of 

Italy—he and Agrippa soon shut Antony’s fleet inside the Gulf of Ambracia (Arta). At the Battle of 

Actium, Antony tried to extricate his ships in the hope of continuing the fight elsewhere. Though 

Cleopatra and then Antony succeeded in getting away, only a quarter of their fleet was able to 

follow them. Cleopatra and Antony fled to Egypt and committed suicide when Octavian captured 

the country in the following year. Executing Cleopatra’s son Ptolemy XV Caesar (Caesarion)—

whose father she had claimed was Caesar—Octavian annexed Egypt and retained it under his 

direct control. 

 

The seizure of Cleopatra’s treasure enabled him to pay off his veterans and made him finally 

master of the entire Greco-Roman world. From this point on, by a long and gradual series of 

tentative, patient measures, he established the Roman principate, a system of government that 

enabled him to maintain, in all essentials, absolute control. Gradually reducing his 60 legions to 28, 

he retained approximately 150,000 legionaries, mostly Italian, and supplemented them by about 

the same number of auxiliaries drawn from the provinces. A permanent bodyguard (the 

Praetorians), based on the bodyguards maintained by earlier generals, was stationed partly in 

Rome and partly in other Italian towns. A superb network of roads was created to maintain 

internal order and facilitate trade, and an efficient fleet was organized to police the 

Mediterranean. In 28 BCE Octavian and Agrippa held a census of the civil population, the first of 

three during the reign. They also reduced the Senate from about 1,000 to 800 (later 600) 

compliant members, and Octavian was appointed its president. 

(Total: 20 marks) 
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B. SECTION B: LANGUAGE 

Answer BOTH questions. 

1. Translate all of these sentences from Latin to English. 

a. The barbarian carries the small tables.                                                                                         (2) 

b. Good Romans praise wars.                                                                                                              (2)  

c. The barbarians’ girls are happy.                        (2) 

d. We praise the pictures of the friends.                       (2) 

e. You love small horses.                                      (2) 
 

2. Translate all of these sentences from Greek to English. 

a. The victory frees the men.                         (2) 

b. The rivers are in the caves.                        (2) 

c. You train the general in honour.                       (2) 

d. The man’s slave pursues the horse.                       (2) 

e. Athena is in the land / country.                       (2) 

 (Total: 20 marks) 
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C. SECTION C: MYTHOLOGY 

Answer EITHER Question 1 OR 2. 

1. In around 350 words, outline the myth of Prometheus and the First Man and discuss its 

interpretation.                                                                                                                                  (20) 

Prometheus and Epimetheus were spared imprisonment in Tatarus because they had not fought 

with their fellow Titans during the war with the Olympians. They were given the task of creating 

man. Prometheus shaped man out of mud, and Athena breathed life into his clay figure. 

 

Prometheus had assigned Epimetheus the task of giving the creatures of the earth their various 

qualities, such as swiftness, cunning, strength, fur, wings. Unfortunately, by the time he got to 

man Epimetheus had given all the good qualities out and there were none left for man. So 

Prometheus decided to make man stand upright as the gods did and to give them fire. 

 

Prometheus loved man more than the Olympians, who had banished most of his family to 

Tartarus. So when Zeus decreed that man must present a portion of each animal they scarified to 

the gods Prometheus decided to trick Zeus. He created two piles, one with the bones wrapped in 

juicy fat, the other with the good meat hidden in the hide. He then bade Zeus to pick. Zeus picked 

the bones. Since he had given his word Zeus had to accept that as his share for future sacrifices. In 

his anger over the trick he took fire away from man. However, Prometheus lit a torch from the sun 

and brought it back again to man. Zeus was enraged that man again had fire. He decided to inflict 

a terrible punishment on both man and Prometheus. 

 

To punish man, Zeus had Hephaestus create a mortal of stunning beauty. The gods gave the 

mortal many gifts of wealth. He then had Hermes give the mortal a deceptive heart and a lying 

tongue. This creation was Pandora, the first women. A final gift was a jar which Pandora was 

forbidden to open. Thus, completed Zeus sent Pandora down to Epimetheus who was staying 

amongst the men. 

 

Prometheus had warned Epimetheus not to accept gifts from Zeus but, Pandora's beauty was too 

great, and he allowed her to stay. Eventually, Pandora's curiosity about the jar she was forbidden 

to open became to great. She opened the jar and out flew all manner of evils, sorrows, plagues, 

and misfortunes. However, the bottom of the jar held one good thing - hope. 

 

Zeus was angry at Prometheus for three things: being tricked on sacrifices, stealing fire for man, 

and for refusing to tell Zeus which of Zeus's children would dethrone him. Zeus had his servants, 

Force and Violence, seize Prometheus, take him to the Caucasus Mountains, and chain him to a 

rock with unbreakable chains. Here he was tormented day and night by a giant eagle tearing at his 

liver. Zeus gave Prometheus two ways out of this torment. He could tell Zeus who the mother of 

the child that would dethrone him was. Or meet two conditions: First, that an immortal must 

volunteer to die for Prometheus. Second, that a mortal must kill the eagle and unchain him. 
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Eventually, Chiron the Centaur agreed to die for him, and Heracles killed the eagle and unbound 

him. 

 

Many parts of these legends derive from Hesiod, who wrote of the beginnings of the world. One 

feature is common to each legend — the idea of mankind's frailty in the face of destruction. 

Sometimes man brings calamity upon himself by impiety or murderousness, but other times it may 

be the result of events over which he has no control. Zeus is a vindictive god here who punishes 

man not merely for man's own misdeeds but also for those of Prometheus. 

 

Prometheus, of course, is a heroic figure as a friend of mankind. He is the stubborn rebel against 

Zeus's terrible power, and his personal sacrifice on behalf of humanity is much to his credit. Even 

his trickery in the matter of the sacrifice is seen as admirable. The ancient Greeks admired cunning 

and trickery. Many of their gods and heroes possess a gift for deception. 

 

While being a libel on women, the story of Pandora reveals a double feeling about females. On the 

one hand, they are irresistible, and on the other, they are the cause of men's woes. Such a story 

could only arise in a culture where men were dominant. The traits that are stressed as inherent in 

women — a treacherous heart and a lying tongue — are the natural weapons of a subjugated sex. 

 

The tale of the five ages of man shows a deep pessimism about man's development. While each 

generation of gods is an improvement on the last, each new race of man is inferior to the last one. 

Man degenerates from eon to eon. No story could be more at odds with our almost universal 

belief in man's evolution from savagery to civilization. Yet be that as it may, the myth reflects the 

idea of the paradisiacal condition of early man, an idea which is also behind the biblical legend of 

Eden. 

OR 

2. In around 350 words, discuss how innovators in the fields of science and technology draw 

inspiration from classical myth. Use THREE examples to illustrate your answer.                (20) 

Some of the accepted answers include and are not limited to: 

Trojan horse virus (tech), names of tech equipment, psychological conditions (e.g. Oedipus 

complex) or medical conditions (e.g. Achilles tendon). 

(Total: 20 marks) 
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D. SECTION D: LITERATURE 

Answer ALL questions. 
Homer: Iliad, Book 1, 493-509 

Now when the twelfth morning thereafter had come, then into Olympus came the gods who are 

for ever, all in one company, and Zeus led the way. And Thetis did not forget the behest [495] of 

her son, but rose up from the wave of the sea, and at early morning went up to great heaven and 

Olympus. There she found the far-seeing son of Cronos sitting apart from the rest upon the 

topmost peak of many-ridged Olympus. So she sat down before him, and clasped his knees [500] 

with her left hand, while with her right she touched him beneath the chin, and she spoke in prayer 

to king Zeus, son of Cronos: “Father Zeus, if ever amid the immortals I gave you aid by word or 

deed, grant me this prayer: do honour to my son, who is doomed to a speedy death beyond all 

other men; [505] yet now Agamemnon, king of men, has dishonoured him, for he has taken and 

keeps his prize by his own arrogant act. But honour him, Olympian Zeus, lord of counsel; and give 

might to the Trojans, until the Achaeans do honour to my son, and magnify him with 

recompense.” 

NOTE THAT ANSWERS NEED NOT BE SO DETAILED.  Important information is highlighted. 

 

1. Write a note on Homer in around 60 words.                                    (3) 

Little can be said about Homer. Ancient Greek tradition, as well as a study of the language and 

style of the poems, indicates that he probably lived and wrote sometime in the eighth or ninth 

centuries B.C., but no more definite date can be determined. In ancient times, seven different 

cities claimed the honour of having been his birthplace. None of these assertions can be validated. 

However, Homer may have come from the island of Chios, on the western coast of Asia Minor — 

in earlier times, a family of the same name lived there and claimed him as an ancestor and 

devoted themselves to the recitation of his works. Whether he came from Chios or not, it is highly 

probable that Homer was a native and resident of some part of Eastern Greece or Asia Minor, 

for the dialect he used in his works is that of the Asian Greeks. Two epic poems are attributed to 

him: Iliad & Odyssey. 

 

Tradition has it that Homer was blind, but the evidence for this idea is unreliable. This evidence is 

based on the portrayal in the Odyssey of a blind minstrel who sings a poem about the fall of Troy. 

But there is no reason to believe that the poet was describing himself in this scene. Throughout 

the two epics, no consistent autobiographical information exists, and no other literature of the 

period survives that describes the poet. 

 

2.  Write a brief note of around 100 words on epic poetry in Ancient Greece and Rome.            (5) 

Epic poetry in the shape of the Iliad and the Odyssey is the earliest surviving form of Greek 

literature; the origins of these poems are lost but the probably go back to Mycenaean times. 

What the bard recited (or rather chanted, to the lyre) would be a story taken from an existing 

body of myth but with no fixed text (and before literacy with no written text at all); rather it was 
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an improvisation made up for each occasion with the help of stylised elements of phrasing or 

formulae, previously memorised, developed by a long succession of bards. The relationship 

between the early type of oral epic narrative and the Homeric poems as they now exist is still far 

from clear, but it is commonly thought that with the advent of alphabetic writing into the Greek 

world in the second half of the 8th century BC the Homeric poems were committed to writing in 

something like their present form, perhaps by a bard called Homer. It is at least clear that they 

embody traditional material of a much earlier date. Epic poetry was written in dactylic 

hexameter. 

3. Who is the son of Thetis referred to in the passage? Comment on his parentage, childhood 

and divine attributes.                  (4) 

Achilles, son of Thetis and Peleus, hero of Iliad, is quasi-immortal. He is the son of the mortal 

Peleus and the sea nymph Thetis. After being dipped by his mother in the River Styx he is 

invulnerable except for his heel, which is his only physical weakness. He is a great warrior and is 

always accompanied by his friend Patroclus. 

 

4. In around 60 words describe how Agamemnon dishonoured the son of Thetis.                    (4)  

During one of the Achaean (Greek) army's many raids on the cities located near Troy, the Achaeans 

captured two beautiful enemy maidens, Chryseis and Briseis. The troops awarded these girls to 

Agamemnon, the commander-in-chief of the army, and to Achilles, the Achaeans' greatest warrior. 

Chryses, the father of Chryseis, pleads for her return but Agamemnon denies the plea. 

Consequently, Chryses prays to Apollo who brings a plague on the Achaean camp. On the tenth 

day of the plague, Achilles can wait no longer for King Agamemnon to act to end the plague. 

Usurping Agamemnon's authority, Achilles calls an assembly of the army, and he suggests that a 

soothsayer be called upon to determine the cause of Apollo's anger. Calchas, an Achaean 

soothsayer, volunteers to explain the cause of the pestilence, but only if he is guaranteed personal 

protection. Achilles agrees to this condition. 

 

When the soothsayer reveals that the plague is the result of Agamemnon's refusal to return 

Chryseis to her father, Agamemnon is furious that he has been publicly named as being 

responsible for the plague. He insists that if he is forced to surrender Chryseis, his rightful war 

prize, then he must be repaid with Achilles' war prize, Briseis. 

 

However, Achilles is stunned by the public disgrace of having Agamemnon demand Briseis, and 

he refuses to accept the indignity that he feels Agamemnon has made him undergo in full view 

of all the soldiers. Thus, he announces that he is withdrawing all of his troops from battle. He 

will not fight, and, furthermore, he and his men will return to their own country as soon as 

possible. 

 

Nevertheless, Agamemnon decides to appease Apollo; he will return Chryseis, his war prize. He 

sends her safely aboard a ship heading home, and then he sends his heralds to collect Briseis 

(Achilles' war prize) for him. Surprisingly, Achilles surrenders the girl without any difficulty. 
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Achilles, in despair, prays to his mother, Thetis, the sea-goddess asking her to use her influence 

with Zeus to ensure that the Trojan armies defeat his fellow Achaean soldiers. Achilles hopes 

that this result will cause disgrace for Agamemnon and so repay the wrong that the King did to 

Achilles. 

 

5. Explain the outcome of this encounter between Thetis and Zeus in relation to the entire 

epic.                                     (4) 

 

Thetis visits Zeus on Olympus, and the king of the gods agrees to aid the Trojans, although he 

expresses a fear that his wife, Hera, will be annoyed because she is jealous of Thetis and hates 

the Trojans and hence cannot bear to see them win the war. 

(Total: 20 marks)  
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E. SECTION E: ART AND ARCHITECTURE 

Answer ALL questions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Which Roman Emperor ordered the building of this arch?            (2) 

Emperor Domitian. 

2. Why were arches used in Ancient Rome?               (3) 

Construction of bridges, aqueducts and buildings. To celebrate triumphs. 

3. Why was this specific arch built?                            (4) 

It commemorates Titus' (brother of Domitian and emperor) victories including the Siege of 

Jerusalem in 70 AD. 
 

4. Briefly discuss the figures depicted on the relief panels of the arch.            (7) 

The spoils taken from the Temple in Jerusalem. The golden candelabrum or Menorah is the main 

focus and is carved in deep relief. Other sacred objects being carried in the triumphal procession 

are the Gold Trumpets, the fire pans for removing the ashes from the altar, and the Table of 

Shewbread. These spoils were likely originally coloured gold, with the background in blue. 
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The north inner panel depicts Titus as triumphator attended by various genii and lictors, who carry 

fasces. A helmeted Amazonian, Valour, leads the quadriga or four horsed chariot, which carries 

Titus. Winged Victory crowns him with a laurel wreath.  
 

5. Briefly discuss the methods used in the construction of the arch.           (4)  

The Roman arch solved an important problem by being able to support a large amount of weight. 

As a result, it enabled people to build larger and more varied buildings like aqueducts and stronger 

bridges. The spread of the Roman arch and its cousins, the vault and dome, has had a lasting 

impact on architecture throughout the world. 

The key elements of the Roman arch are the use of the keystone, the solidity of the sidewalls that 

had to withstand the weight exerted on them. The weight is distributed downwards and outwards 

maintaining the integrity of the structure. By building, a series of arches next to each other 

structures like the barrel vault is created. 

 

(Total: 20 marks) 


