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Part 1: Statistical information

Table 1: Distribution of grades for AM Level Geogrgphy — May 2006 session

Grade A B C D E F Abs Total
N 5 15 17 8 8 3 6 62
% 8.1 24.2 27.4 12.9 12.9 4.8 9.7 100.0

Part 2: Comments on the Candidates’ Answers

General Comments

In general, candidates’ replies focused on basitsfabout a particular topic. However reference to
specific issues and case studies was limited. @atel should be encouraged to improve the content
and the overall presentation of the answers giveind exams by developing their thoughts properly.
Some questions were answered superficially andeseplid not address whole questions whilst key
words were not properly explained, where requiléds of utmost importance that students make
proper use of technical geographical language.Ad\tanced level standard, students should also be
encouraged to make cross-references between tapich, as making the necessary links between
climate, environment or geomorphology with humativig and impact.

Physical Geography Paper

Topic 1: Physical Geography of the Maltese Islands

Question 1

In general, candidates obtained low marks for goiestabout this Topic. For Question 1, most answers
did not include the diagram, as specifically reqe@sn the question. In addition, examples givenewe
either located solely in Malta or in Gozo.

Question 2
Answers to question 2 were of low standard and meleged to an Environmental Studies paper rather
than Physical Geography.

Topic 2: Global Processes

Question 3

Both questions 3 and 4 had the poorest qualityllcireswers chosen. Most of the candidates did not
produce diagrams to support their answers. The fawdidates that made use of diagrams did not
supplement or illustrate the written answer in exanner.

Question 4

Question 4 fared even worse, as candidates progigieekrficial answers and once failed to make cross-
references between topics in other parts of tHatsy$. Candidates also failed to take the advarifige
the distribution of marks within the question.

Topic 3: Temperate Environments

Question 5

Candidates failed to cover sufficiently the climmatiegime. In particular, there were hardly any
references to the predominating winds, even if Was specifically requested. Responses to question
5b were disappointing, in particular those thaklea soil, since basic details were lacking. Some
answers provided incorrect accounts of the solililprshowing that the candidates had not yet grdsp
basic information. Answers to question 5c¢ indicdsadk of general geographical knowledge.

Question 6

Responses lacked simple definitions of terminoltiggt are fundamental to the study of rivers in
guestion 6. In addition, general knowledge of emasflow patterns, river profiles and stream paiser
were lacking.
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Topic 4: Arid, Semi-Arid, Humid and Sub-humid Tropi cal Environments

Question 7

This topic remains the favourite choice of studemts,particular Question 7 on desertification
processes. However, any question requiring an eafiten of the human influence on an environment
was tackled very superficially, which automaticatigulted in the loss of valuable marks.

Question 8
Responses to question 8 lacked important detailsistvproviding unnecessary explanations. In
addition most candidates did not reply in essagnér

Topic 5: Coastal Environments

Question 9

Candidates could have easily obtained high marksafswers to Question 9 since it required a
straightforward answer, which could easily be foimilvaugh (2001). In fact, the few correct answers
merited maximum or nearly maximum marks.

Question 10

Question 10 was a general question on the Coastédament whilst covering several other parts of
the syllabus. However this question was not popatabngst candidates, indicating the candidates’
inability to make cross-references between topics.

Human Geography Paper

Topic 1: The Human Geography of the Maltese Islands

Question 1

This was an unpopular question amongst studensgelined that students do not feel confident with
working out statistics. However this was unusagil¢ce most of them use statistical techniqueseir th
individual projects. However the small number toidents attempting this question got high marks.

Question 2
This question was answered by most candidates. efrergl, it seemed that candidates felt too
confident in answering this question, resultingniain basic points being left out.

Topic 2: Global Issues in Human Geography

Question 3

This question covering a topic which is currentlynigediscussed in Malta; it was answered by a large
number of candidates. However, in general, cane&dagferred to general facts without going into
details. Moreover, few candidates made referem@pécific examples which are being adopted. Poor
answers were noted in the second part of the quesfrhough students might have a general idea on
the topic they did not mention initiatives whichvgonments are undertaking.

Question 4
This was not a popular question with only four cdatks attempting an answer. One of the reasons
could be due to the fact that the question wasulodlivided into a number of questions.

Topic 3: The Developing World

Question 5

Students were quite knowledgeable on the Green IRewe, though they did not provide much
information on the shortcomings of the Green Retmitu Specific examples and case studies were
poor. Candidates just mentioned the countries lmviere affected by the Revolution.

Question 6
A limited number of candidates answered this qoesti Nearly all the candidates answering the
guestion made reference to the same case studferddit case studies should be tackled during the
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course of studies. The use of maps and diagramddsbe encouraged since they were not presented
with the replies.

Topic 4: Issues in Resource Management

Question 7
The questions regarding resources of energy areyslwery popular amongst candidates. There is
good knowledge on renewable and non-renewable res®of energy.

Question 8

Whilst candidates provided good information on¢hgironmental value of forests, poor answers were
noted in the second part of the question. Stud®ate reference to particular places in this goesti
mentioning areas where forests were abundant.

Topic 5: The Geography of Tourism and Recreation

Question 9

Questions dealing with tourism issues are extrermefular amongst candidates. Students provided a
lot of information dealing with the impacts of tam. Students did not feel confident with question
since few candidates could identify the impactarofncrease in mainland tourism on island states.

Question 10

Candidates answering this question were extremadywiledgeable on the topic. Candidates identified
all the stages of Butler's model and gave goodrimétations in the chosen case studies, which were
varied.

The Chairperson
Board of Examiners
July 2006



