UNIVERSITY OF MALTA

SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE
EXAMINATION

EUROPEAN STUDIES
MAY 2012

EXAMINERS' REPORT

MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE
EXAMINATIONS’ BOARD




SEC Examiners’ Report — May 2012

SEC EUROPEAN STUDIES
MAY 2012 SESSION
EXAMINERS’ REPORT

1.0 Summary of Results

Paper 1+ 2A Paper 1+ 2B Total
Grade No. of % No. of % No. of %
Candidates Candidates Candidates
1 12 13.3 - - 12 10.1
2 22 24.4 - - 22 18.5
3 24 26.7 - - 24 20.2
4 19 21.1 3 10.3 22 18.5
5 7 7.8 7 24.1 14 11.8
6 - - 6 20.7 6 5.0
7 - - 4 13.8 4 3.4
U 6 6.7 6 20.7 12 10.1
Absent - - 3 10.3 3 2.5
Total 90 100.0 29 100.0 119 100.0

2.0 General Comments

A hundred and nineteen (119) candidates sat for B&Gpean Studies. Of these, 90 or
75.6 % chose Paper 2A while 29 or 24.4 % choserP2peThe general attainment by
candidates was good with 94 or 79% obtaining paasgsades 1-5 and 104 or 87.4%
obtaining passes at grades 1-7.

Some candidates who opted for Paper 2B failed nal lvatheir project and thus valuable
marks were lost. Others who sat for this paper detnated limited skills in expressing

themselves properly in their extended writing. Theork lacked clarity, and sequential
logic and ideas expressed were, at times, confuSiaghetimes candidates failed to give
enough attention to the number of marks allottedtite different sections of the

guestions, with the result that sections carryimg liighest number of marks were often
tackled rather superficially. Some candidates tdnidereproduce by heart previously
prepared material on a given topic irrespectivevbft the question actually entailed.
Thus their answers were partly out of point and/tivere awarded low marks. Others
wrote very short answers when tackling essay questishowing a vague and shallow
knowledge of the subject. The handwriting of sormedidates left much to be desired.

3.0 Paper 1
3.1 Section | - Power and People
1. Most candidates gave incorrect answers to the fiest of the question. The

majority referred to state governments as demackaies, dictatorships, welfare
states or social democracies. Only a few answergteatly by mentioning a
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monarchy, republic, constitutional monarchy, prestél republic or parliamentary
republic.

Most candidates were more successful in answehni@gecond part of the question,
referring to and explaining one or two featureslemocratic governments, such as
the right to vote in free elections, governmenglrgpresentative assembly, and the
role of political parties, pressure groups and NGOsociety.

In the first part of the question, candidategeggood answers, such as the right of
all citizens to have an equal chance to get aggtromotion, have a career or take
part in a training course.

Most candidates also provided good answershersecond part of the question,
mentioning the right of all citizens to get a ddcgb and enjoy a decent wage in
order to earn a living.

Again most candidates answered the last parteofjttestion well, mentioning that
minority groups based on race, language and relsgamnfession should be given
equal rights in society. Some candidates were nangmarks since they defined
minority rights as being children’s rights or thghts of minors.

Most candidates answered the first parthef question correctly, explaining the
term and giving examples of how it is measured, elgrtnrough life style, the type
of leisure pursuits enjoyed, income, diet, housitype of employment and the
national GDP. Candidates giving short and vagsavars scored only one mark.

In the second part of the question, some candidsdtewed some awareness of the
difference in the standard of living of people tigiin Northern and Southern lItaly.
However, when they came to explain the reasonthisrdifference in some detail,
they gave shallow or repetitive answers. Most matds gave examples that are
more related to the north of Italy, such as indaksation, greater commerce with
central Europe, more jobs and better infrastructanel tended to ignore features
that characterise southern lItaly, such as organgede (mafia), widespread
corruption, the brain drain towards the north andm@nmental degradation.

Most candidates answered the first part ld tjuestion correctly defining
xenophobia as the hatred of minorities or foreignier a given society. Some
candidates also gave examples of groups that ar@lytargeted by xenophobic
groups, such as gypsies and non-European immigrants

The majority of candidates gave reasons why xeolojphshould be avoided, such
as to establish greater tolerance, more genuinecdw®y, multiculturalism. Some
outlined the negative consequences of xenophobragly racism, ethnic violence
and discrimination.
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In the last part of the question, most candidajase generic examples of
xenophobia, such as intolerance to immigrants,as@osiclusion, low paid jobs or
sporadic acts of violence. Only few candidatesdahinstances of xenophobia with
specific minority groups or countries in Europegis@as cultural prejudice towards
gypsy communities in Eastern Europe, extreme naligingroups against extra-
European immigrants in France, and anti-Islamic amti-Semitic sentiments
prevalent in some European countries.

Most candidates explained the role of theCB&s the agency that brings about
more security and cooperation in Europe but did gigé specific examples to
substantiate their answer, namely that it detgutsyents and responds to conflicts
in Europe and combats organized crime and terrorism

The majority of candidates gave a correct answéiné second part of the question
and obtained full marks.

Most candidates failed to understand the last parthe question and repeated
answers already given in the first part of the ¢joas They failed to mention that
the OSCE owes its origins to the time of the ColdrWhen Europe was divided
between two rival ideological camps and the needécurity and cooperation was
necessary to reduce the fear of an armed coniintden them. Candidates failed
to mention that the EU and the OSCE have commos amd it is thus natural that
all EU members should become members of the OSAte $ is a pan-European
Organization.

3.2 Section |1 - Economic Development and Changesin Europe

6.

Most candidates provided relatively correctvaers to this question. However,
some were apparently unaware of OPEC and its roleoordinating petroleum
policies and ensuring an efficient and regular supponsequently, they failed to
give a valid answer.

This question was answered correctly by mosdidates. They provided good
examples of primary industries in Europe, suchoasstry, farming, fishing, mining
and salt harvesting, and good examples of seconddugtries in Europe, such as
manufacturing industries.

In the first part of the question, answers wawgrect, with some, however, being
convinced that the Paris Metro™ links coastal sjtieven London, through the
channel tunnel.

As regards plans for Malta’s underground, somelicktes mistakenly commented
on the plans for the Gozo Tunnel while others timbudpat the underground
network is mainly meant for imports and exports.



9.

10.

SEC Examiners’ Report — May 2012

Sound explanations were given by most candideéd®eme even provided more
information than requested.

Very good answers were generally provided,ooily a very small number referred
to the legislative measures which have been enaoctathprove efficiency and
security in this field.

3.3 Section |11 - Demography and Social Realities

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

The great majority of candidates answeredfitse part of the question correctly
and obtained two or three marks, depending on xtent of elaboration in their
answer. Some candidates, however, mistook theftaraverage life expectancy.

Most candidates answered the second part of tlestiQn correctly, mentioning
better health care services and residential homethé elderly, effective medical
treatment for diseases connected with elderly meqpich as Parkinson’s and
dementia, and more opportunities to continue aivadife after retirement from

work.

Most candidates failed to obtain full marks fbis question. They were not
prepared to discuss this issue at enough lengtlederve the six marks allocated to
it. Most answers were short or, at times, out@hp The most common points

made were: the high cost of investment and researdhigh-tech industries, the

training of employees, the high level of competitwith rival industries and the

strain these industries may cause to the environmen

Nearly all candidates managed to answer thestipn correctly, giving at least two
valid points. In some cases, candidates gave swarthat was vague or partially
repetitive, such as noise pollution and air padinti Since such an answer reflects
two aspects of the same issue. (pollution), candidates who answered in this
manner were only given one mark for both answeésandful of candidates lost
all the marks since they confused urban life wittal life.

Most candidates did quite well in the firsttpef the question. However, they seem
to have misunderstood the second part of the qurestarticular sites, such as the
River Rhine, the Camargue Wetland, Lapland and Rinér Region were not
mentioned. In most cases, candidates gave gengaimmes of environmental
degradation, such as oil spills in the Mediterraneaumping sites, and
contaminated rivers and lakes.

Most candidates understood that a multiculsmaiety is a society that is made up
of different cultural groups.

The majority of candidates also gave a correctvango the second part of the
question. However, there were some instances winaredidates confused
xenophobia with homophobia or gender inequality.
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Most of the candidates who attempted the last plathe question obtained one
mark due to short or vague answers.

3.4 Section |V - Europeans and their Environment

16. Many candidates were unaware of the perchedeagbove the Blue clay layer in
Malta. Some even mentioned Reverse Osmosis pksitbeing aquifers. The
majority made good references to the constantaigbolluting the aquifers but few
mentioned the problem of over-extraction, the cqueet lowering of the water table
and the rising salinity of the natural fresh wakserves.

17. Practically all candidates showed that theyewsware of the controversy about the
installation of these railway lines in NorthernlytaThey also provided valid answers
to explain the opposite arguments on the issue.

18. Many gained the full six marks for this questiout some candidates mixed up the
ports linking the names provided to the wrong count

19. Practically no answers were incorrect but mafnhem consisted of very superficial
answers: one-word answers, short phrases suclo@ightgh temperatures), ‘no rain’
(the summer drought), ‘much rain’ (the rainy seastamting October/November).

When dealing with the habitat of the olive treewfcorrectly referred to the
Mediterranean soil and the sloppy terrain of maredNerranean areas.

3.5 Section V - The Cultural Heritage

20. Candidates generally mentioned two countrieghvhad colonies. However, in the
second part of the question, few of them dwelt luen hineral resources they could
get from the colonies, the human resources theydcatilise and the increased
markets they provided.

21. Candidates answered this question well, explgirhow the Internet enables
increased interaction through the use of chat roangsemail and hosts a good data
base with a variety of sources that can be tapped They were also able to identify
three types of media.

22. Most candidates did not define nationalism soalalism well. The major difficulties
were encountered in defining the term nationalisth some candidates showing that
they had not understood the term at all.

23. Though most candidates did well and mentiohedctultural, architectural, religious
and linguistic influences of Islam, there were @& fadividuals who scored very low
marks in this question.
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24. Candidates dealt with the impact of the FreRekiolution very well. However, they
fared less well when discussing the impact of tméigitenment. The way these
influences resulted in the development and practitemodern democracy was
explained quite well.

4.0 Paper 2A
4.1 Section | - Power and People

1. A total of forty-six candidates attempted this digesand obtained an average mark
of 14 out of 20. Most candidates were successfutlamtifying between four and
eight human rights clauses included in the Europ@anvention of 1959. Some
briefly mentioned the historical background whialought about the signing of this
Convention. A smaller number of candidates evenuged human rights into
political, civic and social rights and provided soweorrect examples of each group.
Most candidates gave a partially correct answéhnedast part of the question or were
not adequately clear when describing at least ns&@mce when cases from national
law courts were referred to the European CourtuwhBEn Rights.

2. A total of sixty-six candidates attempted thigestion obtaining an average mark of
10 out of 20.The majority of the candidates showed a clear wtdeding of the
concept of the welfare state and its underlyinqa@ples and gave a number of
concrete examples of welfare state provisions.

Most candidates answered the second part of thstiga correctly, showing a clear
understanding of the strains on the welfare staémdidates identified causes of this
strain, namely the economic recession, the risgnemployment, the rise in the cost
of living due to the rising cost of energy sourdbdg expanding welfare gap, the fall
in the birth rate, tax evasion and abuse of welfao¥isions. A minority of students
suggested ways in which governments could addréss drisis, namely by
minimizing tax evasion, introducing more rigid meaesting, reducing the national
deficit and introducing secured private pensioresoss.

4.2 Section |1 - Economic Development and Changesin Europe

3. Eighteen candidates attempted this questiomeSaery good answers were given but
some candidates tended to go out-of-point by refgrto local investors in this
sector. These answers were considered positivetg some local companies depend
on shares supported by foreign companies and iongestiowever, answers which
referred to multinationals such as ST were not idemed correct since these are not
related to the leisure industry. Few candidatesveldothat they are knowledgeable
about the phrase ‘leisure industry’.

4. This was a very popular question with sixtyffazandidates choosing it. Most
candidates showed that they were well preparedgsbowever, commented broadly
on all the continents, ignoring almost completehy aeference to the European
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economy as requested by the question. Most camdiddiowever, dealt with
globalisation and the merits of the European Urnionntroducing many standard
directives for all its members in all life sectors.

4.3 Section 111 - Demography and Social Realities

5. A total of forty-four candidates attemptedstfjuestion. The average mark was only 8
out of 20 marks. The greater part of the candidatasaged to identify most of the
components included in the marks scheme. Nearlgaaltlidates recognised the close
relationship between education and employabilitycontemporary Europe. Most
candidates even made reference to the need ftwngeesducation and training and
discussed the various educational and vocatioaalityg programmes sponsored by
the EU Erasmus andLeonardo da Vinci). Only a few candidates, however, showed
a clear understanding of the term ‘sustainable ldpweent’ and managed to discuss
its implications on the need to foster further emoit development with the least
possible harm to the ecological environment.

6. A total of fifty-nine candidates attempted thigestion and obtained an average mark
of 12 out of 20 marks. Most candidates demonstratetear understanding of the
term ‘minorities’ and their relationship with th@minant race in a given society or
state. However, a considerable minority faileddtstinguish between ethnic and
religious minorities, stating that ‘Muslims’ in Mal or in France are an ‘ethnic’
minority. Candidates were more successful whemgiveasons for the presence of
ethnic minorities in Europe, with some even refggrito the post-World War I
economic boom in Europe and the demand for nong&ao immigrants to make up
for a shortage in the labour force. Others mentloc&uses such as civil strife, the
infringement of human rights and economic stagmais push factors for the
existence of ethnic minorities in contemporary pe.o

The greater majority of candidates gave some igesdind negative consequences of
ethnic minorities in European societies. Positieasequences mentioned included
the multicultural factor that is enriching Euroggeater dialogue among different
cultures and religious groups, wider interest imeifign languages and a greater
diversity in costume, food and leisure pursuits. tiVirespect to negative
consequences, most candidates pinpointed issubssube existence of xenophobia,
low paid jobs, the rise in unemployment among thekilled category of workers, the
strain on the country’s welfare system, an increéaskelinquency and crime, and the
development of ghettos or substandard housing amapl

4.4 Section 1V - Europeans and their Environment

7. Fifteen candidates attempted this questionséiogved that they were well read about
the topic. Correct and detailed answers were peakidA couple of candidates,
however, thought that the regeneration of the avaa accomplished merely to
improve the environment which the same inhabitants workers moved back to as
soon as the project was completed.
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8. Eighteen candidates attempted this questioswArs were generally correct when
dealing with what the Mediterranean diet consi$td be positive aspects of this diet
were highlighted correctly, naming vegetables,tfrmiilk, olive oil and fish as the
items which contribute to maintaining a healthgdtyle. However, some candidates
did not seem to consider bread, pasta and pizzagsgorming part of the typical
Mediterranean diet. Most candidates were not awae excessive eating of these
items causes diabetes. Many thought that the mairsec of diabetes was the
consumption of confectionary items, a fact whicbmgy partially correct.

45 SectionV - The Cultural Heritage

9. Most candidates did well when tackling the Resance movement and dealt with the
great progress made in various areas of art antitecture, the various inventions

discovered, the opening of the New World, the agsnationalism and the advent of
printed books. They were, however, hardly awaréhefimpact of the Reformation and

just mentioned religious divergences.

10. Most candidates gave some factors which heihépe national identity, such as the
sea or mountains as natural frontiers, a commogukage, a common religion, historic

territory, common myths and historic memories. Tk&plained how a national identity

may emphasise the differences between the peoptmefcountry and another. When
giving an example, most of the candidates choséNd® oppression of the Jews. They
were, however, generally very superficial in degith how this influenced the course

of history.

5.0 - Paper 2B
5.1 Section | - Power and People

1. Six candidates attempted this question, oloigirsin average of 7 out of 20 marks.
Candidates gave short answers to the first parthef question, mentioning the
determination of European states to work for pemog cooperation and to avoid
future wars among them. Reference was made to @&CETreaty of Paris and the
EEC Treaty of Rome. Only a few candidates includgger spheres of cooperation,
namely agriculture, culture, education and trainitaxation, custom duties, civil
rights, etc.

Most candidates failed to mention four clear landta in the history of the EU.
Landmarks mentioned included the Treaty of Rome 1667, the Schengen
Agreement, the Treaty of Maastricht and the intatiden of the euro.

In the last part of the question, the majoritytloé candidates mentioned the ECSE
Treaty and explained why it was brought about ahétwts economic implications
were.
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2. Ten candidates attempted this question obtasmaverage mark of 8 out of 20 marks.
Candidates managed to answer the first part ofghestion successfully. However,
when it came to expanding upon the mentioned exasnphost candidates were not
so clear and convincing in their explanation.

In the second part of the question, most candidatentified some of the historic,
social and economic reasons for the setting up@fwelfare state in Europe. Some
candidates went even further, explaining the bé&neiff the welfare state to the
national economy and lower income wage earners.

Candidates were less successful when tacklindatttepart of the question because
they repeated some of the answers already given. damdidates mentioned the
recent recession, the rise in unemployment andviifare gap as possible strains on
the welfare state.

5.2 Section 11 - Economic Development and Changesin Europe

3. Eight candidates opted to answer this questforswers were generally correct
though there were some who evidently did not knleevrheaning of ‘leisure industry’
and consequently did not gain any marks.

4. This question was attempted by eight candidgde®rall attainment by candidates
was good and some even attempted to compare tl@des and/or disadvantages
of one type of freight, such as sea transport, athther, such as rail transport. Some
did well in this comparison but others gave ratt@rfusing answers.

5.3 Section 111 - Demography and Social Realities

5. Ten candidates attempted this question, obtaiain average mark of 5 out of 20 marks.
Most candidates partially answered this part of tjuestion, in some instances
confusing migration with emigration.

Candidates mentioned three examples of mass moigredwards Europe but then
failed to explain clearly their cause or to drawttasts between one example and
another. Shallow knowledge and understanding ofigbge was demonstrated since
the three examples were dealt with as having theessause and the same effect on
the receiving country.

In the last part of the question, most candidatestioned less than the requested five
EU measures. Some candidates confused the measioged by the EU to meet this
phenomenon with the negative consequences of migsation towards Europe, such
as a rise in unemployment, xenophobia and ethmdicts. Thus these answers were
partially out of point.

6. Thirteen candidates attempted this questiotairobg an average mark of 7 out of 20
marks. Most candidates seem to have misunderstwodirst part of the question.

10
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Instead of defining competitiveness in relationtie macro-economy of a country,
they saw it as an ever increasing situation wheamyncitizens have to compete
among themselves when seeking employment. Thegdfad point out the need for
good quality goods and services with the leastepncorder to remain competitive in
the global market.

In the second part of the question, most candsdatentioned the need to create more
jobs, control the cost of living, increase expeansl reduce the national debt.

Most candidates answered the last part of thetiguepoorly showing a lack of
clarity. Examples mentioned were not supported wethnvincing and precise
evidence and data. Some candidates even repbatedrhe examples, demonstrating
shallow knowledge of the issue in question.

5.4 Section |V - Europeans and their Environment

7. Six candidates opted for this question. Moghete did not recognise the Norwegian
Current (an extension of the North Atlantic Drithd merely referred to it as the
Atlantic. Most candidates knew the location of soofiehe European countries and
could explain why the west coast has a milder dientlaan the internal east.

8. Twelve candidates attempted this question. Answrovided were very focused on
what is included in the Mediterranean diet. Theitpas aspects of this diet were
highlighted correctly, naming vegetables, fruitlknolive oil and fish as the items
which enhance a healthy lifestyle. The majorityldaalso indicate why this diet is so
healthy. However, some candidates emphasized that donsumption of
confectionary items is a major cause for diabetemething which is only partially
correct.

5.5 Section V - The Cultural Heritage

9. Nine candidates attempted this question. Camelsdgenerally managed to explain
how the industrial revolution involved a series ofianges by which hand
craftsmanship in the home gave way to machine-workactories. Most of the
candidates supplied good reasons why the induseiadlution started in Britain,
mentioning its good commerce, well-developed syst@inbanking and insurance,
merchant marine, powerful navy, rich mineral researand stable government.
Candidates also dealt quite well with the main ltesof industrialization, pointing
out the increase in population, urbanisation, wosseial conditions, first trade
unions, socialist movements, new industries anedo colonialism.

10. Fourteen candidates attempted this questioe. themes generally chosen were
national identity, the invention of the printingegs, progress in communications,
globalization and the Internet service. The candglgperformance in this question
was rather poor.

11
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6.0 Project

Projects were assessed for originality, appropriaeesentation, relevance, fieldwork

research and appropriate conclusions. The ovienadl of the projects presented was
good. Some projects, however, were too generahtare and should have had a more
focused theme. Some candidates failed to integin@tehosen theme within a European
Studies dimension.

Topics chosen were mainly of a historical natureese were mainly descriptive and
lacked personal conclusions and suggestions. Cgmfivhole chunks from secondary
sources was sometimes evident. The methodologytediopas very limited, based

mainly on the collection of information taken frooriginal library sources or the

Internet. Only small-scale interviews were usedeagarch tools, often with no analytical
insights into the data. Some candidates gave theesgsion of leaning too much on adult
support to complete their work. Though there weenynprojects which were excellent
in presentation, there were others which were datiger haphazardly, e.g. lacking a
Table of Contents, captions to pictures, etc.

Projects should preferably be based on primarycesymwith candidates expressing their
own ideas and feelings about the topic investigaRssearch skills, such as the use of
guestionnaires, interviews and analysis should loeendeveloped. Candidates’ work
should be more integrated in approach and shouttude practical solutions and
recommendations based on findings.

Chairperson
Board of Examiners

June 2012
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