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Internationalisation Programmes

Marine & Maritime 
Technologies

R&I in the Blue Bio 
economy to strengthen 

Blue Growth



Blue Bio 
ERA-NET COFUND



Introduction

• The COFUND is the result of a 
collaboration between JPI Oceans and 
the former ERA-NETs COFASP (2012-
2017) and ERA MBT (2012-2017) and 
consists of 32 partners from 17 
European countries.

• The main objective of the COFUND is 
to establish a coordinated R&D funding 
scheme that will strengthen Europe’s 
position in the blue bioeconomy. 





Timeline 
of Calls

3rd Additional 
Call ?

June 2022 ?

2nd Additional 
Call

Call Launch: June 2021

Full Proposal Selection: May 2022

1st Additional 
Call

Call Launch: June 2020

Full Proposal Selection: May 2021

Cofunded Call Dec 2018



2nd Additional 
Call for 
R&I Proposals



Timeline 
of Call

Call 
Launch
JUNE Pre-proposal 

Submission & 
Admin Check
SEPTEMBER

Stage 1 
Evaluation & 
Selection
DECEMBER

Full proposal 
Submission & 
Admin Check
FEBRUARY

Stage 2 
Evaluation & 
Selection
MAY

Stage 1 Stage 2



2nd 
Additional 
Call (2021)

Scope

Advancing Resource Management, 
Market and Socioeconomic aspects in the 

Blue Bioeconomy Value Chains



2nd 
Additional 
Call (2021)

Thematic 
areas



2nd 
Additional 
Call (2021)

Call 
Details

Consortium composition: 
at least 3 entities from 3 different BlueBio partner countries
(Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Malta and Norway)

Both research performing organisations and industry

Duration (max.): 36 months

National Budget: € 300 000

Pre-proposal Submission Deadline: 20th September 2021

Advancing Resource Management, 
Market and Socioeconomic aspects in the 

Blue Bioeconomy Value Chains





Partnership for R&I 
in the Mediterranean Area



Introduction

• An Article 185 Initiative for a 
programming period of 10 years 
involving both EU and non-EU 
countries (PRIMA Participating States).

• Align national R&I policies and 
budgets to strengthen cooperation and 
avoid fragmentation of R&I efforts in 
the Mediterranean.



GERMANY

FRANCE

ITALY
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LUXEMBOURG

PRIMA currently counts on the  
participation of 19 Participating States, 
including: Algeria, Cyprus, Croatia, Egypt, 
France,  Germany, Greece, Israel Italy, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Luxembourg,  Malta, 
Morocco, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain,  
Tunisia, Turkey



Introduction

• Supports transnational R&I projects in the Mediterranean Area 
✓ Water scarcity and overexploitation of natural resources

✓ Population growth and food security issues

✓ Lack of innovation in Mediterranean agro-food value chains

✓ Unsustainable agricultural practices

✓ Agro-biodiversity loss

✓ Climate change
✓ Resilience –external factors



PRIMA Calls for 
R&I Proposals



PRIMA 
Programming 
Structure

Transnational Call 
for R&I proposals

MCST-TÜBİTAK 
bilateral call

Proposal 
Writing 

Assistance 
Scheme



Timeline 
of Calls

2024

20232023

2022 TBA

2021
Call Launch: March 2021

Full Proposal Selection: ca. December 2021

2020
Call Launch: February 2020

Full Proposal Selection: December 2020

2019
Call Launch: February 2019

Full Proposal Selection: December 2019

2018
Call Launch: February 2018

Full Proposal Selection: December 2018

TBA

TBA



Timeline 
of Call

Call 
Launch
MARCH Pre-proposal 

Submission & 
Admin Check
APRIL

Stage 1 
Scientific 
Evaluation & 
Selection
JUNE-JULY

Full proposal 
Submission & 
Admin Check
SEPTEMBER

Stage 2 
Scientific 
Evaluation & 
Selection
DECEMBER

Stage 1 Stage 2

Two-stage Call: Pre-proposal and Full proposal



PRIMA S2
Call for 
Proposals

Call 
Details

Consortium composition: 
at least 3 entities from 3 different Participating States of which: 
• at least one must be established in an EU Member State 

participating in PRIMA: Cyprus, Croatia, France,  Germany, Greece, 

Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain;

• at least one must be established in a Non-EU country 

participating in PRIMA: Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, 

Morocco, Tunisia, Turkey.

Duration (max.): 36 months

National Budget: € 500 000



MCST-TÜBİTAK Bilateral 



Introduction

• In 2020, MCST and TÜBİTAK (The 
Scientific and Technological Research 
Council of Turkey) signed a collaborative 
agreement to bilaterally support 
cooperation in Science, Technology and 
Innovation between Malta and Turkey. 

• The 2021 Joint Call for Proposals of 
MCST- TÜBİTAK Bilateral Research & 
Innovation (R&I) Projects is carried out in 
accordance with the framework of this 
said collaborative agreement.



Introduction

• MCST-TÜBİTAK 2021 Joint Call for 
R&I Proposals is a Participating States’ 
Initiated Activity (PSIA) under the  
PRIMA Work Programme supported by 
the European Union



MCST-TÜBİTAK 
Joint Call for 
R&I Proposals



MCST-TÜBİTAK 
Joint Call for 
R&I Proposals

Call 
Details

Consortium composition: 
at least 1 Malta-based entity and at least 1 Turkey-based entity

Duration (max.): 24 months

National Budget: € 200 000 to fund 2 projects of € 100 000 each

2 projects
2.  RDI Project

1.  Research Project



Timeline 
of Call

Call 
Launch
MARCH Full Proposal 

Deadline
JUNE

Admin Check by 
MCST and 
TUBITAK
JULY-
AUGUST

Scientific 
Evaluation
SEPTEMBER-
OCTOBER

Full Proposal 
Selection
NOVEMBER

Stage 1

One-stage Call: Full proposal



SINO-MALTA Fund 



Introduction

• Ongoing collaboration between 
MCST and MOST (Ministry of Science 
and Technology of the People’s 
Republic of China)

• The SINO-MALTA Fund Call for 
Proposals for Science and Technology 
Cooperation is carried out based on 
the agreements by the Joint 
Commission on Science and 
Technology.



Introduction

• Main objectives:

➢ Intensify scientific collaboration
➢ Strengthen R&D activities
➢ Technology transfer
➢ Long-term cooperation through 

researcher mobility and 
networking

➢ Generate mutual-beneficial and 
win-win research



Timeline 
of Call

Call 
Launch
APRIL Pre-proposal 

Submission
MAY

Admin Check & 
Communication
JUNE-AUGUST Full proposal 

Submission
SEPTEMBER -
OCTOBER Full proposal 

Selection
DECEMBER

Stage 1 Stage 2

Two-stage Call: Pre-proposal and Full proposal

Admin Check & 
Evaluation
OCTOBER-
NOVEMBER 



Thematic Areas



SINO-MALTA 
Fund 2021 Call 
for R&I 
Proposals

Call 
Details

Consortium composition: 
at least 1 Malta-based entity and at least 1 China-based entity

Duration (max.): 24 months

National Budget: € 600 000 to fund 3 projects of up to € 200 000 each

3 projects 2.  Green Transitions
1.  Health Innovations

3.  Digital Technologies



For more 
information

https://mcst.gov.mt/funding-opportunities

Malta Council for Science and Technology

international.mcst@gov.mt
prima.mcst@gov.mt

mailto:international.mcst@gov.mt
mailto:Prima.mcst@gov.mt


plumtri



The Mediterranean R&I Platform

Online platform that facilitates networking & knowledge sharing amongst 

Mediterranean stakeholders in the spheres of Research & Innovation

Register/Login to Plumtri: https://www.plumtri.org

https://www.plumtri.org/


• News and Events

• Funding & Career opportunities

• Partner Search facility

• Profile Creation

• Match Making Tool



NEWS, EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

News 

Events

Calls for Funding

Jobs/Internships

Scholarships/Fellowships

Search for Partners

You can contribute by sending your material to plumtri.mcst@gov.mt 



REGISTERED PROFILES

My Profile

Search Profile
Use filters to search for a specific member or members with 

similar interests.

Update your profile: personal details, R&I interests, Looking 

for/to.



MATCH MAKING TOOL

Use this tool to help you match with other members 

that have registered their interest to one of the 

matchmaking events or calls



F i n d i n g  

P a r t n e r s



plumtri.mcst@gov.mt




