Career Development for Doctoral Researchers

Professor Nicholas C. Vella, Director, Doctoral School
nicholas.vella@um.edu.mt 2340 2047

Grants Week 2021


mailto:nicholas.vella@um.edu.mt

Presentation

1.
2.
3.
4.

The need for continuous professional development
What are your needs?

What can we offer?

What are we working on?




1. The need for career development

2.5. Career development

Career support for doctoral candidates must take into
SALZBURG I account individual goals and motivations and acknowledge
RECOMMENDATIONS the wide range of careers for doctorate holders.

EUROPEAN UNIVERSITIES” ACHIEVEMENTS While the doctoral candidate is rESpﬂnSihlE for their career

SINCE 2005 IN IMPLEMENTING choices given the situation on the labour market, it is the

THE SALZBURG PRINCIPLES institution’s responsibility to provide support structures for

professional development. Offering training in transferable

skills, including understanding the ethics of research,

is central, and should be a priority for doctoral schools and

programmes. Professional development of doctoral candidates

includes awareness about skills attained through doing

research as well as of the wide range of career choices for

=, doctorate holders. Building ties to the other sectors contributes

~EUA to bridging the communication gap with potential employers
and recruiters.
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The setting up of the UM’s Doctoral School — 2017
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2. What are your needs? What shall T do
with my PhD?
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Day in 1517, Martin Luther
nailed 95 theses to the door of a
church in Wittenberg. In those
days a thesis was simply a
position one wanted to argue.

Luther, an Augustinian friar,

asserted that Christians could not buy their way to heaven. Today a doctoral
thesis is both an idea and an account of a period of original research. Writing
one is the aim of the hundreds of thousands of students who embark on a

doctorate of philosophy (PhD) every year.
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3. What can we offer-
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3. What can we offer?
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3. What can we offer?

www.um.edu.mt/doctoralschool/professionaldevelopment
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3. What can we offer?
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3. What can we offer?
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4. What are we working on?

* Fostering a research atmosphere on campus

* Increasing the visibility of doctoral research
(in collaboration with the Communications & Alumni
Office)

* Tracking the career paths of doctoral alumni

Aligning the needs of industry with doctoral programmes
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