
 

 

The citation style for the MTL dissertation  

A citation/referencing style is needed for any dissertation type. Your Supervisor may assign the 

citation style preferred by the Faculty of Education for your dissertation (such as the APA 

citation style). A citation style is a set of rules on how to cite sources, both in the body of your 

writing and at the end of your dissertation in the bibliography (where deemed necessary) and 

the references.  

There are several citation styles and guides which are often published in an official handbook 

(in print and/or online) containing explanations, examples and instructions. The University of 

Malta offers RefWorks, which is one of the best citation managers available to date. It can also 

be integrated within Microsoft Word. Other software systems are equally accurate, if used 

with caution. This website may be helpful in determining which style you prefer: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/resources.   

Choosing an appropriate citation style for your dissertation is important for two reasons. First, 

citation is crucial in academic writing because all academic work relies on a foundation of 

knowledge. Secondly, citation helps others locate your sources.   

There is software which can be used to keep track of your citations but this is as accurate as 

the information inputted to it. Therefore, it recommended that students do not rely on 

software and the automated import of citations for devising references. It would be better to 

check their references and citations manually to ensure consistency of accuracy in the chosen 

citation style.  

The use of footnotes in the text is allowed as a form of citation or to provide additional 

information without the distracting the reader from the main text. This website may be 

helpful in determining the appropriate style of footnotes for your dissertation: 

https://libguides.murdoch.edu.au/Footnote/text  

  


