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The most important question in 
choosing a major

Do I like Finance, Banking, 
Investments, Trading, Crypto….



DO I LIKE FINANCE?
• Watch some of these films and see if you like the topic? (see 

link to trailers at end of the presentation)
• The Wolf of Wall Street
• Wall Street 1 and Wall Street 2
• Boiler Room
• The Big Short
• Inside Job
• Margin Call
• Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room
• Billions (series)
• … and some others as well
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Why study Banking, Finance and 
Investments ?

A door to a well paid, highly varied 
and rewarding career



WHY BFI?
Still the major/area with the most 
job openings + highest paid jobs

No matter what happens in the 
future…. Financial services will still 

be regulated and relevant and there 
will be the need for specialised 

people to handle those jobs



BFI as a secondary major?

Finance makes the world go round…. 
Understanding the basics of it is 

understanding how the world works



The second most important 
question in choosing a major

Does it pay well ? 
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BFI students 



B.Com in 3 years Full Time

+ 1.5 years =  Masters In Banking, Finance 
and Investments 

Full Time (but only 2 afternoons per week of 
lectures)
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Students with Masters degree (once you get the
 Masters in Banking, Finance and Investmens



What do we learn ?
• Only refer to B.Com Banking, Finance & Investments
• Foundations of Finance
• Corporate Finance
• Investments
• Regulation
• Banking
• International Banking
• Financial Time series
• Trading
• Portfolio Management
• Risk management, 
• Cryptocurrencies, Etc.
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Which skills do you need ?
• No particular specific skills required except basic Mathematics
• A stronger background in mathematics is usually considered an 

asset in the industry but not essential
• Strong background in English oral and written
• Need to be curious and have an interest in following business 

news, and more particularly what and how things are done in real 
corporate life, etc.

• Willing to learn how to use specific software and databases
• Willingness to keep yourself updated with new developments even 

after you finish your course (this is now very important as most 
industries (not just finance) are fast changing)
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Which careers can you follow ?
• According to the Labour Force Survey, the financial services 

sector is where wages are the highest (see slides 8 and 10) 
• This sector is still expanding and has a lot of further growth 

potential
• Can work not only with banks but also:
• With investment companies
• Hedge funds
• Mutual funds
• One of the Big Four (EY, Deloitte, KPMG & PWC) + other 

auditing firms
• Regulators/Government agencies (see next slide)
• Possibility of working abroad as well
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Today most new (additional) jobs 
are regulatory/compliance 

related
With government agencies MFSA, FIAU, 

Central Bank, MLRO, etc……

And similar posts within regulated firms 
(banks, funds, insurance companies, brokers, 

etc.)



Which careers can you follow ?
• Most specialised professions in the banking and 

finance area are regulated and can only be 
performed by people with certain 
qualifications/experience

• If you want to perform certain professions, the only 
way is to get BFI degree and for certain professions a 
Masters in BFI is a minimum.

• http://www.mfsa.com.mt/pages/viewcontent.aspx?
id=356

• Link to section of MFSA website giving full details
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Today you need to specialise!
A Masters is the new 

undergraduate

Solution: We offer the Masters in 
Banking, Finance and Investments… just 
after your undergraduate in B.Com with 

BFI major



New MA Banking, Finance & 
Investments

Started October 2023
2 taught semesters + one semester 

dissertation (total 1 year+)
Course Fee: 500 euros per semester 

(TBC)



Programme (Masters BFI)

• Officially Full-Time programme but possibility of 
working PT

• 6 study-units per semester 
• Teaching spread over 2 days (typically afternoons)
• 2-4pm, 4-6pm, 6-8pm
• Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
• Semester 1 Oct-Jan
• Semester 2 Feb-Jun
• Semester 3 Dissertation (not on campus) Jul-Nov
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Admission: B.Com with major in 
Banking, Finance & Investments 



Link to Finance Films trailers
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Wall Street 1 

Wall Street 2 



Link to Finance Films trailers
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Wolf  of  Wall Street  Boiler Room (Financial Scams)



Link to Finance Films trailers
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Big Short (Financial Crisis) Margin Call (Financial Crisis)



Link to Finance Films trailers
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Billions (Hedge Funds)  Bad Bank (Deutsche Bank?)  



Link to Finance Films trailers
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Enron The Smartest Guys in the Room  Rogue Trader  (Barings Bank)



Link to Finance Films trailers
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The Wizard of  Lies (Bernard Madoff)  Equity (Women in Finance) 


