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Law, Language and Diplomacy

By Prof. Richard Falk & Prof. Hilal Elver

Princeton University and University of California - Santa Barbara

In December 2007, we had the pleasure of delivering a special
module at MEDAC on law, language and diplomacy.

Languageisimportant for the conduct of successful diplomacy:
thewordswe chooseto describe a conflict, thewordswe avoid,
can make ahugedifference. Shaping foreign policy intelligently
and effectively means being aware of this role that language

plays.

This importance of language is surprising even to many
sophisticated students of world politics and international law.
Thisisbecause many diplomats are mainly taught to seereality
through the self-serving lens of nationalism. Such a
‘nationalization of truth’ makes it difficult to understand how
controversial policy issuesare seen by outsiders, and impossible
to appreciate the perception of an adversary. Yet it may be
exceedingly helpful to have this understanding if the purpose
isto contain a conflict or work toward its reconciliation.

Whether we choose to identify one side in a conflict as
responsiblefor ‘genocide’ makesabig difference asto whether
outside forces should ‘intervene’ to protect the part of the
society that isat risk. Theword ‘intervene’ isitself troublesome
asit seemsto encroach upon sovereign rights, and so the United
Nations has come up with a new way of describing such an
initiative: ‘theright to protect.” The behavior isthe same, yet it
does not verbally challenge sovereignty. Will this make a
difference to the target society? It depends. While language is
important, it is not everything.

The challenge of using the right language in various situations
is avital instrument of diplomacy, especially in high profile
situations. The media, especialy TV, haveanindependent role
in shaping public opinion about world events, and its choi ce of
words and images can create political pressure on the
government to act or not to act in relation to events taking
place outside the country. Currently, some commentary refers
to the Kenyan election results as ‘rigged,’” pushing the country
toward civil war. Other comments emphasize the duty of the
international community to act rapidly to avoid arepeat of the
sort of massivekilling that took placein Rwandain 1994.

http://www.med-academy.org/

Achieving the proper bond between language and law isalso
acrucial tool for creative diplomacy. Thebasicideal of law to
treat equal sequally isjeopardized unlessthe language of blame
and responsibility is used consistently. If used unequally
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From left to right: Prof. Falk, Prof. Elver, Prof. De Marco
and Prof. Calleya at the MEDAC library.
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double standards will undermine respect for international law
and the United Nations as sources of authority that deserve
respect by national governments and by ordinary people. The
growing relevance of language and law is one dimension of the
overall globalization of political life.

MEDAC students together with Prof. Falk and Prof. Elver.

Mahmoud Mamdani, a political anthropologist teaching at
ColumbiaUniversity hascalled useful attention tothisdisturbing
reality in aprovocative essay entitled ‘ The Politics of Naming.’
He argues that the pattern of violence that has occurred in Iraq
during the period of foreign occupation since 2003 resemblesin
important respects the statistics of death in Darfur, yet only the
latter set of factsiswidely described as‘ genocide.’” Additionally,
Mamdani makesit clear that the underlying conflictin Darfur is
about resources of land and water that are too scarce to satisfy
the claims of distinct ethnic groups that had traditionally lived
in the region. Mamdani argues that the label genocide destroys
prospects for conflict resolution as one side is treated as the
wrongdoer and the other as innocent victim. In these
circumstances compromise seems inappropriate, and the word
genocide fans the flames of self-righteousness on one side.

Even after acknowledging the force of Mamdani’s argument,
depending on how the eventsin Darfur are understood, it may
still be helpful to describe the continuing violence as genocide.
It may bethe only way to catch the eye of the mediaand arouse
world public opinion, to exert pressure to stop the violence and
save women and children being massacred in the villages of
Darfur. Only if it istermed as genocide will the UN and major
governmentsin theregion and globally finally makethe kind of
commitment needed to change the situation.

Prof. Elver and Prof. Falk lecturing at MEDAC.

In the end the decision what words to use cannot be avoided,
nor can the legal consequences of such a decision.There are
parallel judgmentsthat need to be made by diplomatsand leaders
inrelationto ‘aggression,’ but also to “terrorism’ particularly as
inthe war onterror.’

Each factual situation presents a complex interplay of law,
language, and politics that calls for the exercise of delicate
judgment. Even with aproper realization of thisinterplay, there
are seriousdilemmasthat make any policy decision controversial.
This redlity is explained by the fragmented nature of global
society and its weak institutional arrangements. At least, this
awareness might lead to better discussion, and maybe better
decisions, at the United Nations and by the governments of
sovereign states. I n essence, these connections between politics,
law, and language are permanent features of the global setting.
We can only hope that a more enlightened understanding of
these complexities can over time produce more moderate and
constructive approaches to the many problems that challenge
diplomats and leaders to work for peace and justice for their
country, region, and world.

MEDAC announces the launch of
Med Agenda

erranean Academy of Dipio

Prol. Gudde de Manco

The Medilerransan [Hiemma;
A Bridge ar a Greal Divided

“Med Agenda’, MEDAC Series in Mediterranean IR and
Diplomacy, is aimed at publishing and preserving
distinguished studies, speeches and articles dealing with
international relations, diplomacy and security in the
Mediterranean region. The authors are invited speakers,
academics and diplomats, at MEDAC conferences and
lectures, as well as MEDAC experts. Further informaiton
on the Med Agena can be found at http://www.med-
academy.org/
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Opening Ceremony of the 2007-08 Academic Year

By Prof. Stephen C. Calleya
Director of the Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies
and Lecturer in International Relations

The Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies (MEDAC)
heldits2007-2008 officia opening ceremony on Monday, October
8" 2007. The Director of MEDAC, Professor Stephen Calleya,
commenced proceedings with an opening address that focused
on the evolution of MEDAC over the past seventeen years and
the current academic programme being offered by the Academy.

Professor Guido de Marco, President Emeritus of Malta and
Chairman of (MEDAC), University of Malta, delivered the
keynote address of the ceremony to the distinguished guests
and students present that included the diplomatic corpsin Malta.
During his address, Professor de Marco highlighted the very
important rolethat diplomats play in contemporary international
relations and called for diplomats to seek to influence relations
in the Mediterranean in a positive manner. Professor de Marco
also encouraged MEDAC's students to participate actively in
all of theAcademy’sactivitiesincluding the Alumni Association.

Professor de Marco, has recently been awarded a Jean Monnet
Chair in the EU and Dialogue between People and Cultures at
MEDAC. The new Jean Monnet Chair will continueto build on
the Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies' track record
of articulating the role of the European Union when it comesto
promoting a dialogue between the peoples and cultures of the
Mediterranean. It will also focuson stimulating teaching, research
and reflection on EU visibility intheworld and the EU modality
of regional integration as an example of peaceful integration and
therule of international law.

The Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies is an
institution of higher learning offering advanced degrees in
diplomacy with afocus on Mediterranean issues. The academic

MEDAC Class 2007/08 at the Opening Ceremony.

Prof. Guido de Marco, Chairman of MEDAC, greeting the
students during the opening ceremony.

programme consistsof coursesin International Law, I nternational
Economics, International Relations, Diplomatic History, and the
practice of Diplomacy.

MEDAC' s international vocation is also evident from the large
number of international conferences, workshops and study
visitsit hasheld on aregular basisin collaboration with numerous
institutions and governments including, the Arab League,
Wilton Park, EuroMeSCo, the Nordic Council,, the Geneva Centre
for Security Policy and the governments of Tunisia and Egypt.

Since opening its doors to postgraduate students more than 450
students from over 40 different countries have graduated from
MEDAC. Severa of theAcademy’saumni are now following a
career indiplomacy and are servingin their respective embassies
all over theworld.

MEDAC's class of 2007-2008 is one of its largest intakes of
postgraduate students from all over the Mediterranean area and
beyond. This year’s intake following MEDAC's postgraduate
programmes include candidates from Tunisia, Egypt, the
Palestinian Authority, Irag, China, Georgia, Macedonia, Turkey,
Italy, Morocco, Germany, Libya, Tanzania, the United Kingdom
and Malta.

Further information about MEDAC can be found on itsweb site

http://www.med-academy.org/
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Memorandum of Understanding
between MEDAC and the Vienna Diplomatic Academy

The Directors of the ViennaDiplomatic Academy and MEDAC
signed aMemorandum of Understanding, which laysthe basis
for an ever-increasing cooperation between the two
institutions. Ambassador Jiri Grusa and Professor Stephen
Calleyasigned this Memorandum on Wednesday 16th January
inVienna. Ambassador Grusaand Prof. Calleyaexpressed their
satisfaction at this step since both the Vienna Academy and
MEDA C share the same mission statement of training young
diplomats.

ﬁﬁli‘ P TR O
Prof. Sephen Calleya delivering a Public Lecture at the
Diplomatic Academy of Vienna, and Prof. Wblfgang
Schallenberg, moderator of the event.

The two Academies also have a strong complementary streak
inthat whilethe ViennaAcademy hasalong standing tradition
of cooperation with central and eastern Europe, MEDAC has
traditionally focused on training diplomats from the southern
Mediterranean particularly the Maghreb and Mashrek. As a
first step to concretize this Memorandum the two institutions

Prof. Sephen Calleya and Ambassador Jiri Grusa
signing the Memorandum of Under standing.

are planning to submit joint project proposal's, which they hope,
will bear fruit in the near future. On the occasion of the signing
ceremony Prof. Calleyawas invited to deliver alecture at the
Vienna Academy’s Bruno Kreisky Hall on “Prospects for a
Mediterranean Union” . A number of diplomats, academicsand
students attended the lecture. Malta's Ambassador to Austria
H.E. Christopher Grima attended the event and offered a‘vin

d honeur’ following thelecture.

L
Prof. Paul Luif, Austrian Institute for International
Affairs, during the Lecture.

Initiated by the Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies in

ERDAC B3
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2000, the annual Malta Human Rights Summer School attracts
participants from a broad range of sectors and countries in North
Africa, Eastern Europe, Europe and further afield. Diplomats, non-
governmental organisation personnel, students, youth workers and
teachers cometogether to explore, discuss and debate current issues
and topics within rights in general and human rights education in
particular. Thisyear’sschool will be held between 2 -10 July, 2008.
Thefocuswill be on Human Rights and Human Security.
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The XXIII Euro-Mediterranean Information and Training Seminar

The twenty-third Euro-M editerranean Information and Training
Seminar took placein Maltabetween October 26" — 29" 2007. The
four days of proceedings focused on recent developmentsin the
Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, particularly the progress
registered inimplementation of the Euro-Mediterranean Five Year
work programme and developmentsthat have taken place during
the Portuguese Presidency of the European Union during the
second half of 2007.

This Euro-Mediterranean Seminar brought together diplomats
from the majority of the twenty-seven European Union member
states and the ten Mediterranean Partner countries that are
currently members of this multilateral initiative. The seminar is
organized by the Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies
of the University of Malta under the auspices of the European
Commission who assist in coordinating this Euro-Mediterranean
confidence building initiative.

Throughout the four-day seminar academic specialists and other
professionals from Europe and the Mediterranean presented a
series of lectures on developments within each of the three

From left to right: Hon. Dr. Michael Frendo, Prof.
Sephen C. Calleya, Amb. Nassif Hitti and Amb. Antonio
Augusto Russo Dias.

chapters of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, namely the
political and security, economic and financial, and the social,
cultural and human affairs chapters.

Particular attention was dedicated to the following topics: The
Euro-Med Partnership and the Portuguese EU Presidency,
Perspectives of the Euro-Med Partnership and the
Neighbourhood Policy, the Euro-Med partnership and the Media

Euro-Med Seminar group photo with the Hon. Dr. Michael
Frendo, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Malta.

and Energy Security inthe Euro-Med region. Climate Changein
the Euro-Med areaand the EU’s Global Approachto Migrationin
the Mediterranean were also be discussed.

The twenty-third Euro-Mediterranean Information and Training
meeting, or Malta Seminar as the meetings have become more
commonly known, were opened on Friday, October 26" 2007 by
theHon. Dr. Michael Frendo, Minister of Foreign Affairsof Malta
who delivered the keynote opening address. Further information
on the Euro-Mediterranean Seminars can be found at
Www.euromed-seminars.org.mt

f Women'’s Rights in the Mediterranean: \

Achievements and Challenges

By Dr. Omar Grech
Lecturer in International Law

The Human Dimension Programme at MEDAC is organising a
seminar on the theme of Women’s Rights in the Mediterranean
on the 15" February 2008. This seminar is part of the M.A. and
M.Dip International Law syllabus at the Academy and aims at
examining various facets of women’'s rights in our region. The
speakersat the seminar are expertsin thefield coming from Jordan,
Morocco, Tunisia, Ireland, Denmark and MataAmong thethemes
that will be addressed in the seminar are: Political

Participation of Women in the Mediterranean, Mainstreaming
Gender Issues in the Euro-Med Process and Personal Status and
Family Codes. I ssues of gender and the role of woman in society
are crucial aspects of development on both the northern and
southern shores of the Mediterranean. This seminar isonein a
series of activities devoted to an analysis of women’s rights in
the Mediterranean, which the Human Dimension has organised
in the past years.

;



‘ Module on Euro-Med Relations ‘

By Prof. Bichara Khader

Director of the Arab Study and Research Center, the Catholic University of Louvain,

Belgium

Prof. Bichara Khader, Director of the Arab Study and
Research Center of the Catholic University of Louvain,
Belgium, delivered a series of lectures on Euro-
Mediterranean relations at MEDAC. In addition, he
participated in the twice yearly Euromed Information and
Training Seminar organized by MEDAC in cooperation with
the European Commission.

Prof. Bichara Khader lecturing at MEDAC.

Prof. Khader’smodul e began with an historical overview of Euro-
Arab and Euro-Mediterranean relations, starting with the EU’s
Global Mediterranean Policy, whichwasinitiated inthe 1970s. A
particular focus was on the genesis and underlying rationale of
the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership launched in Barcelona in
1995.

The second part of the module provided an in-depth assessment
of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership since its inception. Prof.
Khader discussed the main achievements and shortcomings of
the Partnership in the political, economic and social realms.

Thefinal part of the module dealt with the EU’s Neighbourhood
Policy and its relationship to the Barcelona Process. The recent
French proposal for a“Mediterranean Union” was also discussed
during Prof. Khader’s lectures.

The lectures generated a very lively debate with the students
and provided them with fresh ideas about their current or future
research on Euro-Mediterranean relations. The students also
suggested that, in the coming years, Prof. Khader be given more
time to present his extensive research in this area to future
MEDAC students.

By Prof. Simon Duke,

Module on Negotiation Exercises

European Institute of Public Administration, Maastricht

Asin previousyears, Prof. Simon Duke from the European
Institute of Public Administration in the Netherlands
conducted a simulation exercise on conflict resolution.
During the exercise, each participant was assigned arole,
either asone of the EU ingtitutions or as one of the Member
States, for a ssimulated meeting in the formation of the EU
Political and Security Committee. A crisis scenario was
distributed beforehand and the other necessary
documentation was then provided in situ.

The success of the module depended very much upon the
experience and skill of key role players, not the least of
which was the skill and professionalism of the participant
playing the Presidency.

The exercise wasthen followed by ashort debriefing where
the lessons of the simulation were assessed by the group
under the supervision of the instructor. The objective of
experience the exercise was to afford the participants a

chanceto experience the dynamicsand constraints of negotiating
among 27 Member Countriesaswell asto heighten awareness of
theexternal relations componentsto the European Neighborhood
Policy.

Sudents at MEDAC library during the simulation exercise.
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’ Ambassadorial Lecture on the History of Belgian Foreign Policy, \

delivered by H.E. Mr. Thomas Baekelandt, Ambassador of Belgium to

Malta

By Dr. Derek Lutterbeck,Deputy Director, Academic Affairs,
Holder of the Swiss Chair and Lecturer in International History

On 28 November 2007, Ambassador Thomas Baekelandt,
Ambassador of Belgiumto Malta, delivered alectureto MEDAC
students on the history of Belgian foreign policy. In hislecture,
Ambassador Baekelandt focused in particular on the historical
reasons for Belgian neutrality. He provided an in-depth analysis
of Belgium’s role during the First and Second World Wars. This
was followed by a discussion of Belgium's crucia contribution
to the process of European integration and the creation of the
European Communities. The second part of thelecture dealt with
Belgian colonial policy, including Belgium’s current relationship
with itsformer colonies.

During thefinal part of hislecture, Ambassador Bagkelandt turned
to theissue Belgian federalism, the rel ationship between the two
linguistic groups, and the impact of this sometimes difficult
relationship on Belgian foreign policy. The Ambassador
highlighted in particular the fact that, in Belgium, the notion of a
“nation-state” ispractically absent. Neither do the Belgian people
seethemselves as part of one nation, nor do they identify strongly
with the Belgian state. Thisin turn has been one main reason
why Belgium has always an ardent supporter of the process of

| / ,
H.E. Thomas Baekelandt lecturing at MEDAC.

European integration. Ambassdor Baekelandt's lecture was
followed by an intensive debate with the students during which
numerous questionson past and current issuesrelating to Belgian
foreign policy and diplomacy were asked.

—

MEDAC Study Visits: the Maritime Museum and Mdina

During the Winter Semester 2007/8, MEDAC students took part
intwo study and cultural visitsin Malta. Thefirst visit wasto the
Maritime Museum in Birgu. The Maritime Museum chartsMalta's
maritime history within a Mediterranean context and also
highlights the global importance of seafaring and its impact on
society. Organized into thematic and chronological sectors, the
museum offers a wide collection of paintings, photographs,
models, uniforms, weapons, instruments and other artefacts that
illustrate naval developmentsin Maltafrom ancient timesto the
20™ century.

During the second study excursion, the students visited Mdina,
theold capital of Malta. Mdinaisamedieval town, situated inthe
centre of the island. It is one of Malta's most important tourist
attractions, displaying an unusual mix of Norman and Baroque
architecture. The town includes several palaces, and is home to
the famous St. Paul’s Cathedral. During the excursion, the
students al so had the opportunity to stroll along the Dingli Cliffs.
Rising some 250 metersabove sealeve, thecliffs offer spectacular
views on the open sea and the uninhabited island of Fifla

No.6 - Spring 2008 7



Ms. Marija Pavicevic

Class 2006 - 2007

| haveto admit that | was particularly thrilled when | applied for
the Master in Diplomacy at MEDAC. Somehow | expected to
see and learn something new. Being situated in the middle of the
Mediterranean, between the North and the South, the East and
the West, | was convinced that Malta had to be a special place,
offering something different. All of this proved to be true! In
fact, | haveto admit that | was even moreimpressed by Malta, as
time passed by.

The education | gained at MEDAC makes it a unique and
remarkabl e experience. It introduces you to new thoughts, ideas
and experiences providing you with a superb set of skills.
Moreover, itismoreprecioussince | met colleaguesfrom different
backgrounds, fromall over theworld, who later becamemy great
friends. Ana, Ferdaous, Rezan, Anas, Mehdi, Huseyin, Xufeng....
youwill beinmy mindfor therest of my life. | am so fortunateto
have met you. Special greetings for my Maltese friends as
well! There are too many of you, so please, forgive me for not
mentioning your names. And, of course, avery specia thanksto
MEDAC's academic and administrative staff!

M.Dip. Alumni from Montenegro

Diplomat working at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Montenegro

MEDAC Class 2006-2007 at the Istituto Diplomatico
in Rome.

MEDAC definitely deepened my understanding of the role of a
diplomat in the public arena and taught me to be more rigorous
inmy approach to public policy issues. | would say that MEDAC
and the people | met there changed my view upon the whole
world and society in general.

' Mr. Mohammed Zaazou .

Class 1998 - 1999

When | joined the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairsin January
1997 | was aware that since Egypt joined the Barcelona Processin
1995, and later signed the Egypt — EU Association Agreement in
June 2001, the task of fostering the Mediterranean dimension in
Egypt’sforeign policy becameaprimepriority anongtheMinistry’s
various portfolios. That's why when | learnt about the two
scholarships offered to the Foreign Ministry by the Mediterranean
Academy for Diplomatic Studies (MEDAC) in Mdltato obtain a
Master Degreein Diplomacy tackling —among its various courses
— the network of relations between countries and peoples north
and south of the Mediterranean, | was keen to apply for the
qudifying tests, and succeeded to join MEDAC in the academic
year 1998-1999.

Although the challenges of settling into atotally new environment
cannot beignored, thewarm welcome of the Matese peoplel have
encountered from the Academic Staff upon my arrival made my
entire experience unique and educational. My accommodation at
the University Residence in Lija was indeed a value added. The
University Residence hosting studentsfrom al over theworld was
avenue for studying, interacting with others and making friends.
The diverse representation of students joining the course from
different regions represented an ideal platform for cross cultural
debates and exchanges of ideas. Course participants from Malta,

M.Dip. Alumni from Egypt

Diplomat working at the Embassy of the Arab Republic in Egypt

the Middle East and North Africathe Bakans and Eastern Europe
and from the United States made my academic experience quite
intriguing, and hence paved theway for moreintellectua and political
dialogues during classes and throughout the semesters. The topics
discussed within the courses on International Relations,
I nternational Law, and Diplomacy, just to nameafew, wereuseful in
engaging issues that are still vital today on both sides of the
Mediterranean, likeillegal migration from the South to Europe, the
effects of globalization on culture, and the implications of global
terrorism on North-South Mediterranean relations.

Today, morethan six years have passed since the tragic events of
September 111" 2001 and the Academy is becoming more relevant
than ever asaningtitution of higher education contributing to better
understanding between different cultures and religions, in addition
toitsrole in building ties and bridging the gaps between Europe
and the Middle East.

Having acquired itsmembershipinthe EU in May 2004, and given
itsproximity toNorth AfricaandtheMiddle East, Mataand MEDAC
in particular represent an excellent opportunity for those who seek
a better understanding of Euro-Mediterranean relations and the
interdependent nature that shape the policies between countries

on both sides of the Mediterranean.
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Ms. Dana Kotasova

M.A. Alumni from Czech Republic

Class 2006 - 2007

Theten months at the M editerranean Academy of Diplomatic
Studies, will always be regarded as one of the most special
and unique stagesin my life. When | first arrived in Malta, at
the end of September 2006, | was experiencing mixed feelings,
together with different expectations. | had a certain idea in
my mind of what | might encounter during that academic year
at MEDAC and was definitely looking forward to stepping
into the unknown future months with eagerness.

Time passes by very quickly, and in fact, the experience at
MEDAC has already become history. Now | find myself back
in my home country, that of the Czech Republic, although,
often thinking back about the time spent in Malta. Most of
the memories | store in my mind and heart come from the
extremely friendly environment found at the MEDAC
premises, which, first and foremost, | regard as a high-quality
academic institution providing its students with a very
balanced combination of theory and practice. This, in my view,
constitutes one of the Academy’s biggest strengths and
advantages.

As for me personally the opportunity to study alongside a
number of career diplomats who have been serving both in
the ministerial and diplomatic circles for some time already
has given meatotally new insight into the art of contemporary
diplomacy. The University of Malta campus and its
neighboring areas create a unique environment for leisure
student talk and debate thanks to the vast number of coffee
and dining places that are offered there. In fact, there
friendships were built, as we would gather there for a chat
over a cup of coffee and share about our different cultural
and religious backgrounds.

MEDAC Class 2006 - 07 during thevisit to the Chinese
Cultural Centre in Valletta.

Finally, due to the fact that we were thoroughly exposed to
the core disciplines of the international studies, | was able to
develop amuch wider comprehension of the complexities and
interlinkages among these core subjects as they are played
outinreality. Coming from acentral European country, one of
the issues that were perhaps of the highest benefit for my
personal growth in knowledge of international relations was
the exposure to and study of the Euro-M editerranean regional
dynamics and its institutional frameworks such as the Euro
Med policy. The knowledge and understanding of this
particular aspect of the EU policy toward its Mediterranean
neighbors that | gained during my MEDAC studies, and in
which | would like to keep growing, | hopeto beableto usein
the future for the benefit of my country’s foreign policy
formulation.

‘ MEDAC Alumni Association

Since March 2006, the MEDAC Alumni Association (MAA)
has been circulating the E-Bulletin among its members. The
main purpose of thisbulletinisto inform MEDA C alumni about
both past and forthcoming events. Thanks to the various
contributions from MEDAC former students, our bulletin has
been enriched with two appealing sections namely, ‘ Those
werethedays...” and ‘ Scoops'. Intheformer section, anumber
of alumni are approached by our editorial board to write ashort
paragraph on their experienceat MEDA C and how this affected
their life. In the latter, MEDAC Alumni send us updates
concerning their lives such as weddings, births etc. The
academic article, a prerequisite to the E-bulletin, reflects the
insight and knowledge of MEDA C students on current events

acquired from the academy.

The MAA steering committee encourages MEDAC students
and alumni to contribute to the forthcoming editions of the

E-bulletin, as this is a valuable source of information and
networking for all MEDAC alumni.

Contribute
fo the next issue
of this e-bulletin
by submitting
articles
fo the editer on:

mail@medacalumni.org

;
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The Politics of Persuasion

An Autobiography by Guido de Marco

An International Statesman Par Excellence

The Paliticsof Persuasion, an autobiography by Professor Guido
de Marco, President Emeritus of Malta and Chairman of
MEDAUC, is a treasure of a book in that it provides a direct
account of contemporary international relations by an
international statesman who hashad afront row seat throughout
this fascinating journey.

A review of theinternational dimension of thisbook highlights
the fascinating role that Guido de Marco played as a navigator
of cold war and post-cold war international dynamics. This
included setting up and directing a foreign affairs ministerial
structure that allowed Malta to punch above its weight and
succeed. Two main lasting results of this legacy are the fact
that as Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malta Professor de Marco
secured Malta's right to EU membership and also become a
more relevant actor in Euro-Mediterranean affairs as a major
contributor to peace and prosperity in the region. This
autobiography is unique in that it provides insight into real
time experiencesthat highlight theimportant role that Guido de
Marco played as both an eye-witness of history in the making
and an influential decision-maker with a sense of wisdom
throughout.

As President of the 45" Session of the United Nations General
Assembly Guido de Marco was instrumental in ensuring that
the Middle East conflict between Israel and Palestine receive
the attention it deserves. His reference to implementing a
“Presidency with a Purpose’ is clearly articulated through the
actionstaken in seeking to influence positively crisis situations
during his watch that included the conflicts between Iraq and
Kuwait, and Israel and the Palestinians. It isalso evident in his
promotion of a second generation United Nations that
commenced a process of renewal of this unique body of
multilateral diplomacy.

A guiding light in all of Professor de Marco's international
travailswas his determination to “ ensure the observance of the
rule of law in international relations and the need to maintain
peace’. The dictum that best describes his style and actions on
the international stageis“Si vis pacem — para pacem” (if you
want peace, prepare for peace). The fulfilment of thisrole is
further highlighted by the numerous confidence building
initiatives that de Marco put forward as Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Malta including the Stability Pact (an alliance in
partnership between Mediterranean states) and a Council for
the Mediterranean. Professor de Marco’'s indefatigable
approach to international relations clearly distinguishes him as
aninternational statesman par excellence. Hisentireinternational
career can only be defined asaclassact of Diplomacy inAction.

Morerecently as President of Maltastate visitswere palitically
engineered for Maltato get the maximum benefit from them.

GUIDO DE MARCO
T'’he Politics

of Persuasion

ttilalinaraiiey

Guido de Marco continued to be achampion of Malta' sinterests
in an ever changing international landscape, constantly reading
thetealeaves of history and seeking to influence the direction of
transitional international relations by promoting peace and
stability in Europe and the Mediterranean regions.

What makes this publication an essential reader for all
contemporary and future diplomats is the insight that Professor
de Marco provides about key skills that need to be adopted in
complex international relations situations. Reference to
insistence, persistence and consistence as determinants of
success are echoed throughout. In fact, these three attributes
help to comprehend how and why Professor de Marco has had
such a distinguished and successful international career.

Another key to success that this autobiography highlights as an
essential characteristic of diplomacy isthat of fostering personal
contacts. While Professor de Marco himself admitsthat healways
observed protocol even if he was never keen about it, it is
ultimately the human factor that makes all the difference in
international relations. Professor de Marco excels on this key
attribute — he is a people’s person — always engaging, always
interacting, always acting with a sense of purpose.

This book is a must read to all who want to achieve a better
understanding of the world we livein and theimportant role that
Malta has played in shaping regional and international relations
since independence.
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Challenges and Opportunities for Stronger Co-Operation between the
EU and Southern Neighbours: Wilton Park Conference

By Prof. Stephen C. Calleya

Wilton Park, the international policy conference think tank in
the United Kingdom, in association with the Mediterranean
Academy of Diplomatic Studies (MEDAC) and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Malta organized an international conference
on the theme of Challenges and Opportunities for Stronger Co-
operation Between the EU and Southern Neighboursin Maltain
November 2007.

The four day meeting brought together specialists from Europe
and the Mediterranean who provided in-depth assessments of
the progress registered to date in each of the three chapters of

the Barcelona process.
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Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malta, Dr. Frendo with
Wilton Park participants.

The Hon Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malta, Dr. Michael
Frendo, delivered the keynote opening address of the conference
focusing on important measures that need to be developed to
further strengthen co-operation in the Euro-Med region. Kamal
El Mahdaoui, Deputy Head of Mission of the Permanent Mission
of Morocco to the EU in Brussels and Andres Bassols, Deputy
Head of the Euro-Med Partnership Unitin DG RELEX in Brussels,
provided an overview of how the Five Year Work programme
that was agreed upon by Euro-Mediterranean member statesin
November 2005 iscurrently being implemented.

Professor Bechir Chourou from Tunisiadelivered apresentation
that focused on how best to promote political reform in the
Maghreb. This session focused on the role that indigenous
sectors of society and extra regional actors can play in such a
context. The Hon. Dr Tonio Borg, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Justice and Home Affairs of Malta, Dr. Ali Errishi,
Secretary for Expatriate and Refugee Affairs of Libya, and
Ambassador Dr. Guido Lenzi, Diplomatic Advisor to the Ministry
of Interior of Italy were keynote speakers on a panel that
discussed how best to address the challenge of migration flows
across the Euro-Mediterranean area.

A series of workshops were also held during the Wilton Park

conference held in Malta. Key themes that were examined by
participants over two days included the following questions:
how the media can contribute to improved Euro-Med relations,
the Work Programme of Parliamentary Assembly of the
Mediterranean Secretariat, and Prospects for a Euro-Med Free
Trade Areaby 2010. Workshop sessions were also held on how
to ensure that education provides young people with the skills
to enter the market place, how the private sector and other actors
can contribute to political reform and respect for therule of law,
and what policy prescriptions would best ensure that a balance
between economic, environmental, and social goalsbe achieved.

Professor Guido de Marco, President Emeritusof Malta, delivered
an address that focused on prospects for a Council of the
Mediterranean. Trevor Witton, Regional Advisor of the Middle
East and North Africa of BP, provided an assessment of how
energy security and co-operation in the Euro-Mediterranean
region can best be promoted.

Therole of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterraneanin
the region was discussed by Rudy Salles, Vice President of the
National Assembly of France. Ambassador Fathy El-Shazly,
National Project Director of the UN Mine Project in Egypt
delivered an assessment of what impact the European
Neighbourhood Policy is having on the Euro-Mediterranean
Partnership.

Ambassador Mohamed Osama EL Magdoub, Deputy Assistant
Minister for Regional Economic Relations of Egypt and Dr.
George Vella, External Relations spokesman of the Malta L abour
Party delivered presentations of the prospectsto achieve further
progress in the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership.

The Wilton Park/MEDAC conference in collaboration with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Malta once again proved to be a
unique mechanism to facilitate the informal exchange and open
dialogue between actual practitioners directly involved in
different sectors of Euro-Mediterranean relations. The
networking effect has already turned out to be a much
appreciated feature of the meeting.

Prof. Sephen Calleya, Hon. Dr. Tonio Borg, Dr. Hopkinson,
Dr. Errishi, Dr. Lenzi and Amb.Varouxakis.
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Roundtable Discussion with the President of the Federal
Republic of Germany, H.E. Prof. Dr. Horst Kohler

By Dr. Derek Lutterbeck, Holder of the Swiss Chair

On November 17" 2007, MEDAC students had the honour to
take part in around-table discussion with Prof. Dr. Horst Kéhler,
President of the Federal Republic of Germany. Prof. Kohler and
his wife, Mrs Eva-Luise Kohler, came to Malta on an official
two-day State Visit, during which they met with MEDAC staff
and students. Before assuming the office of President of
Germany, Prof. Kéhler had been managing director of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).

During the discussion with MEDAC students, Prof. Kohler
touched in particular on theissue of globalisation and its effects
in both industrialized and developing countries. He pointed out
that while globalization had brought wealth and prosperity for
many peopleintheindustrialized world, itsbeneficial effectsin
developing countries were less obvious. Still today, there are
almost one billion people who were suffering from hunger, most
of theminAfrica

However, Prof. Kohler argued that globalization as such could
not be held responsible for poverty today. Rather poverty and
hunger are aboveall theresult of dysfunctional political systems
and alack in good governance. Good governance, Prof. Kéhler
argued is crucial for an economic and development policy that
isgeared towardsthe needs of the people. Moreover, Prof. Kohler

Group photo with H.E. President Kohler.

H.E. President Kohler in discussion with MEDAC students.

pointed to the need to create a world trading system which
takes into account the special needs of developing countries.
In concrete terms, this means that agricultural markets of
industrialized countries should be opened to imports from
developing countries, and import duties on manufactured goods
should be reduced, so that manufacturing industries can be
established in developing countries.

Prof. Kéhler aso highlighted the need for European countries
to adopt a balanced immigration policy towards the African
continent. While security-oriented measures such as enhanced
border controlsin the M editerranean are necessary, more should
be doneto addressthe root causes of migration in the countries
of origin, inthe form of better development policies.

MEDAC studentswerein particular interested in hearing about
Prof. Kohler view of the IMF and its role in the international
system today. President Kohler argued that while the IMF had
made mistakes in the past, its existence was crucia and in a
sense a logical necessity. Just as globalization had increased
economic interdependence and led to the emergence of aglobal
financial system, there was a need for institutions such as the
IMF capable of regulating these phenomena at a global level.
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