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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREE EXAMINER’S PRELIMINARY REPORT FORM (FORM 04)

This report form must be completed in English by each examiner. It is formatted to allow cells to expand. Handwritten reports will not be accepted. 

Section A:  Details of Student and the Thesis

	Full name of student
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Student I.D. number
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Department
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Title of thesis


	Click or tap here to enter text.


Section B:  Examiner’s Preliminary Report

Reports must be comprehensive, detailed and specific to the student’s  thesis. Generic reports are not acceptable. 

	1. Assessment of the student’s thesis, with reference to: 

(a) evidence that it represents a significant contribution to knowledge in a particular field of study; 
(b) evidence of originality by the discovery of new facts, and/or the development of new theories and/or methods, and/or by the exercise of independent critical judgement;
(c) evidence of the ability of the student to relate the subject matter of the thesis to the existing body of knowledge; 
(d) evidence of the ability of the student to apply research methods appropriate to the subject; 
(e) a satisfactory level of literary presentation;
(f) evidence that the work is of peer-reviewed publishable quality; and
(g) compliance with the provisions of the Doctor of Philosophy Degree Regulations, 2023.


	
Click or tap here to enter text.





















	2. Topics identified for discussion with the student during the oral examination

	
Click or tap here to enter text.









	3. Additional comments (including itemised list of changes, if applicable)

	
Click or tap here to enter text.












	4. Preliminary recommendation (please tick one box only)

	
(1) The student be awarded the Ph.D. degree unconditionally.
(2) The student be awarded the Ph.D. degree after undertaking minor changes. 
(3) The student be awarded the Ph.D. degree after undertaking major changes.
(4) The student be required to resubmit a revised and complete version of the thesis and    be examined during a second oral examination.
(5) The student be awarded the M.Phil. degree.
(6) The student be asked to carry out minor changes to be awarded the M.Phil. degree.
(7) The student should not be awarded the Ph.D. or the M.Phil. degree and is to be declared as having definitively failed.

	
☒
☐
☐
☐

☐
☐
☐




Examiner’s signature

	Signature
	Full name
	Date

	


	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap to enter a date.

	Role (please select as appropriate)
	Choose an item.
	



Examiners should send their preliminary reports to the Chair of the Board of Examiners. 
After the oral examination, the Chair of the Board of Examiners should forward the examiners’ preliminary reports together with the final joint report through the F/I/C/S Doctoral Committee administrator to the Doctoral School on doctoralacademic.committee@um.edu.mt. 
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