Malta Medical Journal

Guidelines for Referees

Thank you very much for agreeing to act as a referee for Malta Medical Journal. The Journal is published by the University of Malta Medical School with the aim of publishing papers of merit on all aspects of medicine.  We hope you will find these guidelines useful in your review.  It will be of great help to the Editor, when taking the ultimate decision about the manuscript, if you would consider the following points and return your report within 3 weeks.

1. The Editorial Process.

A submitted manuscript is first read by the Editor, and another member of the Editorial Board who will co-ordinate the refereeing process.  Throughout this process the referees remain anonymous: communication with the authors is conducted only through the Editor.   

2. Referees’ Report.

Page 1:  Specific advice, comments, criticisms etc. for the authors’ benefit should appear on this sheet.  Please do not include statements relating to the acceptance or rejection of the manuscript.

Page 2: Please use this section to you grade the priority of the paper and, in order to advise the Editor, please assess its suitability and acceptability for the Malta Medical Journal.

Please consider the following points when drafting your comments on the paper:

Content

a. experimental design, 

b. ethical standards

c. data presentation

d. data analysis and appropriateness of statistics

e. adequacy of discussion

f. validity of conclusions

g. contribution to knowledge

Presentation

a. length: adequate or otherwise?

b. figures and tables: are they appropriate and do they duplicate data?

c. are the title and summary appropriate?

d. we will check format and abbreviations but your comments are always welcome.

Finally, please return your report to the Editor within 3 weeks.  Please respect the confidentiality of papers sent to you, and destroy the copy of the manuscript after review.

Malta Medical Journal Editorial Board.

Malta Medical Journal

Referees Form Page 1

This page will be sent to the authors

	Reference:  



Version:

Title:

Author(s): 



Malta Medical Journal

Referees Form Page 2

This page will NOT be sent to the authors

	Reference:  



Version:

Title:

Author(s): 


Referee: …………………………………………………………….  

Address: ……………………………………………………………. 


 …………………………………………………………….

E-mail:
 …………………………………………………………….




Signed:…………………………………..Date:………………

A. Scientific Content





Excellent, outstanding.	(


Good.			(


Average.		(


Minimal.		(


Poor.			(











C. Priority for publication





Outstanding: should be published			(


Good: should be published with minor revision.		(


Fair: could be published with major revision		(


Should be rejected without offer to consider revision	(





B. Presentation





No revision required.		(


Typographical changes only.	(


Requires some revision.		(


Requires major revision.	(


Unacceptable.			(





Confidential notes to the Editor may be typed below














